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H'wood as Red’ Scapegoat No Longer [ | 
Paying Of; Loose Labelling Misfires 1949. 


+ 


Hollywood, June 21. 

Hollywood—and show biz in gen- 
eral—feels it has won a notable, 
victory during the past 10 days in 
its war against the “Red” label. 
The film capital bases this con- 
clusion on the sharp 
by editorial writers, column- 
ists and the-Joe-in-the-street to 
the latest broad sweep over 
show business of the carmine- 
tinged brush. From Marshall Field 


to Walter Lippmann, newspapers 
have been highly g¢ritical during 


the past few weeks of the name 
disclosures at the Coplon trial in 
Washington. And many private 
citizens have been even more in- 
censed than the papers. 

Net result, it is thought, is that 
the latest Red-baiting may have 
been tough on the individuals in- 
volved, but served a good purpose 
for show business in general by 
swinging public sympathy from the 


reaction | 


people and agencies responsible | 


for the reckless tarring. 
In general, 


} 
| 


public opinion has | 


been that the names read from FBI | 
reports at the Judith Coplon pro- | 


ceedings in Washington and by the 
Tenney Un-American 
Committee in California were used 
indiscriminately. -As a result, it is 
expected that Government agen- 
cles—particularly the FBI—will go 


Activities | 


very slow before accusing anyone : 


else. 

Public reaction to the Coplon 
trial stigmatizing of show biz 
names was epitomized by President | 


(Continued on page 23) 


Rabbi Sees Radio, Films, 
Comic Books Spawning 
‘Generation of Illiterates’ 


Cleveland, June 21. 

Radio, films and comic books 
were branded as potential spawn- 
ing grounds for a “generation of 
illiterates of whom society asks 
only enough ability to spell out 
traffic signs and billboard adver- 
tisements.” 

The accusation, aimed directly 
at undesirable features of the three 
media, was made by Rabbi Julius 
J. Nodel of Cleveland in a forum 
at the 76th annual meeting of the 
National Conference of Social 
Workers. He suggested that the 
best brains and talent be devoted 
to these sources of information. 

Among the other speakers were 
John J. McCormick, general man- 
ager of WTAM; Edwin F. Helman, 
director, W BOE, and Henry E. 
Shultz, executive director of the 





ers. 
McCormick maintained that 
(Continued on page 48) 





Square Dancing on Ice 
Dallas, June 21. 
Something new for Dallas 
Square dancing on iceskates. 
Ice Skating Square Dance Club 
al Fair Park recently opened. 


is 





$8,500 to 2 Acts For 
N. Y. to London 1-Niter 


London, June 21. 
A transatlantic friendship of 
many years’ standing between 
Harry Adler, N. Y. agent, and Jack 
Koppell, London booker, is now 
paying off. As a result, Koppell 
is booking two of Adler’s acts for 
a London one-nighter at the highest 
salary performers ever got. 
Comedian Myron Cohen and 
singer Gene Marvey will get $8,- 
500 between them for flying to 
London to play one night show for 
a charity at the Olympia arena, 
London, July 4, and fly back im- 
mediately afterward. Cohen's fee 
is $5,000 and Marvey gets $3,500. 





Monte Carlo Getting 
Set for Dice: ‘La Hard 
Way’ and ‘Le Petite Joe’ 


By MARGARET GARDNER 


Monte Carlo, June 21. 
Originally scheduled to .begin | 
July 1, crap-shooting at Monte 

Carlo has been postponed for 
few weeks, with the Casino ie 
ing preparations to launch the | 


game around July 15. Casino 
croupier Albert Jauffret, having 
recently returned from_ three 


months’ study of craps in America, 


|is in charge of teaching 12 spe- 
| cially-selected croupiers how to 
run a craps table 


After exploring each of the 65 


| different ways of playing the game, 


on the basis of Jauf- 
has decided to play 
the simplest 
The 


the Casino, 
fret’s report, 
it “the Idaho way,” 
and most popular method. 


| Monte Carlo craps tables will be 


identical 
the Sun Valley Casino, where Jauf- 
(Continued on page 55) 





JACK KAPP MEMORIAL 


A:sn. of Comic Magazine Publish- 


| recording 


| Bing 


VIA NAT’L CONFERENCE 


One of the memorials the Jack 
Kapp family has approved, follow- 
ing several proposals to honor the 
founder of Decca Records, is a 
foundation, in his name, proceeds 
to go to the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews. This was 
a work in which the late recording 
executive was vitally interested, 
and it was through his work with 
educational bodies, to make them 
record-minded, that Kapp and Dr. 
Everett R. Clinchy, prez of the 
NCCJ. were first thrown together. 

A number of Decca _ artists 
already have expressed their de- 
sire to donate a portion of their 
royalties to the NCCJ- 
Jack Kapp Memorial, headed by 
Crosby who is said to have 
sparked the whole idea. 

Another Kapp Memorial idea. 
still pending, has to do with a 
music-record wing at the N. Y. 
Public Library at 42nd and 5th. 


with tables as used at} 


| negotiating now 


| stein, 


| drugs and the 
(refrigerators, automotives, tele set | 


_ciggie boys are raking it in. 


| 


| 














J OPEN 


| By GEORGE ROSEN 


The “Battle of the Larynx” 
, be on in earnest this fall, 


the smaller brands) pouring un- 
precedented coin into radio and 
television for programming domin- 
ance. On AM-TV 
gramming alone, 
ing an estimated 
season. 


they’ll be spend- 
$28,800,000 next 


To the radio and tele networks 
and the independent stations it will 
come as smoke-ringed manna from 
heaven. 
cutbacks and budgetary 
ments, the radio and video sales 
boys are cashing in on the ‘‘cream”’ 
coin of the ’49-'50 season—playing 


for high stakes from the only 
“toolproof” industry in times of 
recession. Whereas foods, soaps, 


“heavy” industries 
production, etc.) have been feeling 
the effects of a “soft’’ market, the 
It’s 
(Continued on page 24) 





: Sign Top Virtuosi 
For TV Films 


Hollywood, 


Polk and Sd 
Luber have signed Artur Rubin- 
stein, Jascha Heifetz, Marian 
Anderson, Gregor 
Isaac Stern, Jan Peerce, 
Munsel, Segovia. Don Cossack 
Chorus, Alicia Markova, Anton 
Dolin and Budapest Quartet for 
television films. 
Contracts were made 
Sol Hurok, who handles 
concert appearances. 
with 
Swarthout, 
Rise Stevens 


June 
Rudolph 


Patrice 


through 
the artists 
They’re also 

Lily Pons, 


Gladys Nathan 


| ings. 


Piatigorsky, | 


_ contestants, 


Mil- | 
and Josef | 


Szigeti to come to Hollywood for | 


TV films. 





; 


will | 
with the | 
major cigaret companies (and even | 


network pro- | 


| date by 


For in an era of economic } 
retrench- | 


‘analysis by Ross Reports 


{ 





j 


+ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





‘Clara Bow Steps Out Of 


Retirement for Legiter 
Santa Fe, N.M., June 21. 


Clara Bow is coming out of re- 
tirement to star in a revival of 
Lawrence Riley’s “Personal Ap- 
pearance” at El Teatro here in Au- 
gust. 

Former “It” girl of silent pic- 


tures was persuaded to accept the 
Ann Lee, actress-manager 
of the local strawhat. Miss Bow re- 
sides with her husband Rex Bell, 
at nearby Las hisacenadh Nev 





Television's uiz Show 
| Jag With 24 of Em On 
New York City Stations 


a quiz and 
in- 
give- 
to an 
on TV 
Programming, 24 stanzas in the 
quiz and audience - participation 


Tele is going In for 
participationer jag, obviously 
spired by the success of the 
aways in AM. According 


| category are being offered on New 


~ 


York tele stations during June, 
new ~— for this kind of show. 

ABC-TV, moved by the ratings 
its “Stop the Music” and “Break 
the Bank” have racked up, has con- 


centrated program attention on the | 
| quizzers and has nine such offer- | 


NBC-TV follows with five 
entries in the classification. CBS- 
TV and DuMont each have four 
and WPIX, N. Y., presents two. 

Of the 24 giveaways, 11 use 
studio audiences as_ contestants, 
while nine use celebs or other 
guests in their games. A growing 
trend is noted to viewer quizzes, 
with four shows appealing directly 
to the set owner. In _ addition, 
WPIX will preem its “Tel-O- 
Vision,” a stanza beamed to viewer 
tonight (Wed.) at 
8:45 p.m. 

ABC-TV also has readied ‘ 
That Camera,” 


‘Hold 


(Continued on page 20) 


a quiz which will to Wynn Murray, 
pair viewers with members of the and Bobby Wright. 


Filmusicals Can Run Indef on B'way 
And Other Keys Like Legits—Freed 


—¢+ 


Arthur Freed, one of Metro's 
top producers of big musicals, 
campaigning among his company’s 
high-echelon execs for a new 
to sell M-G’s song-and-dance epic: 
Freed wants these musicals to be 
handled a la Broadway legit hits, 
with two-a-day performances in spe- 
cial, legit-type houses at advanced 
prices. It is his belief that a care- 
fully prepared musical “can gross 
as much as ‘Oklahoma!’ or any 
other stage show on first-run.” 

“T’ve been trying to persuade 
our executives to think that way, 
although I've not been successful 
vet,” said Freed on his last week’s 
visit to New York. “But the time 
will come when we will sell our 
best musical films on that basis. 
These films should be sold as en- 
tertainment on special runs. They 
should not go first-run and then 
promptly *be played at half-price. 
We are the only business in the 
world that sells a Cadillac and a 
Ford at the same price.” 

Freed thinks the companies 
should not be “nervous” over ex- 

(Continued on page 48) 


Understuadies Deel, 
Eastham Used By 
RCA on ‘So. Pacific’ 


RCA-Victor used both Sandra 
Deel, understudy to Mary Martin 
in “South Pacific,” and Dickinson 
Eastham, understudy to Ezio Pinza, 
male lead in the same show, in 
creating an album of “Pacific” 
tunes. They were cut last week 
in New York by Al Goodman's 
orchestra, a combination of 28 
men and a male chorus, plus sing- 
ers Thelma Carpenter and Jimmy 
Carroll. Album will issue both on 
78 rpm. and 45 rpm. platters. 

Victor will cut an album of the 
tunes from Irving Berlin's “Miss 
Liberty” this week with Goodman, 
Miss Deel and Carroll, in addition 
Martha Wright 

Both sets will 
be marketed as quickly as possible. 
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In Variety of June 15 ABEL said:— 


* “There’s a readymade television package on the Strand * 
stage ... The usually tiptop Phil Spitalnyites exceed them- 

* selves with their ‘Hour of Charm’ voca-musical versatility. * 
The maestro has a fine aggregation which can mix up its 

* present 55-minute format and compress it into any number * 
of zingy half-hours for video. It’s that kind of a show.” 

a Abel, * 
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Americans in Paris Remain Yanks: 
Also Beaucoup Yanked in Francs 


By MAXIME DE BEIX 


Paris, June 18. 

Paris is currently bursting at the 
seams With American visitors thus 
giving hotelmen, eateries and the 
better known amusement places a 
real field day. Whether this will 
be repeated next season, having re- 
turned home, and visitors turn a 
sobered eye on their check-stubs., 
is something else again. Many otf 
them are already chanting “Never 
again.” It’s the last impression 
that lasts most, and while they did 
not ask on arrival the price of their 
rooms, even the wealthy frequently 
gasp at their hotel bill, even if, as 
happens too frequently, they don’t 
find it loaded with item billed 
twice. It’s alla “mistake,” of course 
just like when in bars the check 
has been made to include more 
drinks than they had. But these 
mistakes don’t seem ever to hap- 
pen in their favor. They find they 
can add a V for Very in front of 
HCL, and that the cost of living 
here is very high indeed. This ex- 
plains why so many have curtailed 
their stay and either go back home 
or scram to some other country 
where business has not taken the 
shape of an open season on Ameri- 
can tourists. 


Currently, it’s still a_ seller’s 
market. Unless you have made 
reservations well ahead, or better 


still, know the manager personally, 
vou will get the same kind of look 
a simpleton would get who would 
ask to buy one of the Louvre paint- 
ings to take home. If you are in 
luck, you may be permitted, for 
one night only, to use one of the 
courier’s rooms, but that’s about 
all. The general answer is ‘Noth- 
ing available before the 20th of 
July,” which is made to sound like 
the old barber’s sign, “Tomorrow 
we shave for free.’”’ This does not 
make for good public relations and 
the French would do well to think 
it over, for Paris is getting fast so 
high in flavor that, after the smell 
has overshadowed the glamor, it 
may take a lot of hard work to 


bring it back in favor. And that 
work could be avoided if, right 


now, something was done to make 
visitors feel that they are not 
merely sheep for the shears. It’s 
all right opening information 
bureaus abroad, but what’s the use 
if the Paris office here can’t supply 
information in English? And 
should hotel prices be kept con- 
fidential until payment is de- 
manded? 

Be it as it is, Paris still holds 
enough glamor to make the visitor 
feel good when he arrives. Of 
course there are places so well 
known that they are musts on the 
initiated list: Maxim’s and Tour 
d’Argent for dinner, Tabarin or 
Lido afterwards, and Monseigneur 
or Jimmy’s Bar later still, with 
Drap d’Or or Sheherazade instead 
maybe. But apart from those, the 
initiated flock also to Magdelene 
or Mediterrannee where they get 
excellent food in a somewhat less 
formal atmosphere. 


The Route 


One thing will strike the Ameri- 
can visitor: From reading of the 
existentialists night clubs, he be- 
lieves they exist. They are there 
all right, but what’s in it? A blow 
up of zero. One visit is enough to 
convince the easiest-going tourists. 
Expecting to see at least J. P. 
Sartre there, they try the Cafe de 
Flore and later the Tabou, La Rose 
Rouge, the Saint Germain or the 
Vieux Colombier. Apart for the 
Jack of color, it has nothing on a 


trip to Harlem, where said Sartre is 
just as likely to be found. 
Maurice Chevalier has a song, 
“When a gendarme meets another 
gendarme, what do they speak of 
except gendarmes.” What Ameri- 
cans really see in Paris is other 
Americans. The Spyros Skourases 


were no sooner in town that they | 


gave and were given parties, just 
the same as when Louella O. Par- 


sons and Johnny Hyde came for | 
Rita Hayworth’s wedding. But 
apart from the local setting, from 
Tour d’Argent to Grand Vefour, 
and from Fruit Defendu to 
Maxim’s, which provide a little 


Paris atmosphere, they mostly meet 
the same crowd they find, during | 


the rest of the year, in Miami or 
Palm Springs. A few of them give 
the chateau country the o.o., but 
those who go to really French spots 
like Lourdes or Carcassonne 
the exception. 

Except for the couturiers who, 
knowing what’s good for them, give 
parties, and a few hostesses, rang- 
ing from Lady Mendl to Betty 
Dodero, who are poles of attrac- 
tion for Americans to meet, Ameri- 
cans in Paris could easely forget 
they are on this side of the water 
and consider themselves at home. 
They show themselves true patriots 
in the way they unwittingly apply 
the old slogan, ‘Visit America 
First.” 


Cheaper Peso to Hypo 
Mexican Tourist Biz 
Mexico City, June 21. 

With the pegging of the peso at 
8.65 to a dollar, the Mexican tour- 
ist trade is gearing for the biggest 
influx of U. S. visitors in recent 
years. Big bait for visitors is the 
promise of getting more for less 
with the cheaper peso. 

Warnings are being sounded, 
however, against unwarranted 
prices in commodities made _ in 
Mexico. Government and tourist 
authorities are striving to curb 
immoderate price boosts, remem- 
bering the sour reaction caused by 
that practice during the war years. 
Some tourist caterers profiteered 
so much that many Americans re- 
turned home complaining that 
prices were higher in Mexico than 
in New York or Los Angeles. 

Mexican amusement 
are worried by the effects of the 
dollar’s high price. It means a big 
boost in the cost of everything they 
must get abroad, including pay for 
foreign talent which must 
settled in hard coin. U. S. film dis- 
tribs will also be earning less dol- 
lars in Mexico. A plan is afoot, 
however, to offset the drop in the 
peso’s value through increasing the 
playing time of individual films. 
Currently, films rarely last more 
than a week in firstrun theatres. 


HARPO, CHICO MARX IN 
BIG LONDON CLICK 


London, June 21. 
Marx Bros. scored a standout hit 
at the Palladium last night (Mon.) 





in a 50-minute non-stop laugh show | 


containing their complete bag: of 
tricks. Rave reception was accord- 
ed to individual turns by Harpo 
and Chico, and their dual act was 
acclaimed for its trigger-fire gag- 
ging. 


Dave Barry's debut was also an) 
instantaneous success, with the en-| 


tire show a sure click for the four- 
week engagement. 

















are | 


operators | 


be | 


| 





367th WEEK! 

3,742 Performances 

All-time long run recora 
legitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 

Ei Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 

Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 


N.Y. Theatres Get 
-Videoed Chi Fite 
TV-Tabued in Ill. 


Paramount theatre, N. Y., and 
the Fabians’ Fox, Brooklyn, will 
show the Walcott - Charles heavy- 
weight title fight on their big 
screens tonight (Wed.) via tele- 
vision, both picking up from the 
coaxial cable from Chicago. This 
is the first time in the U. S. that 
a championship bout has been 
brought nearly 1,000 miles via TV 
to show on theatre screens. The 
| Paramount previously televized the 
| Walcott-Louis fight and brought in 
the Ike Williams-Beau Jack battle 
\from Philadelphia. 

It is the initial instance that 
theatres have been able to adver- 
tise such a fight in advance, both 
houses making it strictly a com- 
mercial proposition. Both the Par 
flagship and this Fabian Brooklyn 
theatre are paying small fees for 
the rights to show on their screens. 

National Broadcasting Co. is 
picking up the bout in Chicago and 
transmitting to N. Y. via coaxial 
cable. Paramount will pick it up 
_from this cable the same as NBC, 
only the former will pipe it into 
the Par Bldg. where it will be 
| registered on the Paramount Inter- 
| mediate Film System. The Fabian 
| theatre will get the fight from the 
| co-ax and then get it to the thea- 
| tre via special video lines. Both 
| theatres will start showing at 
| 10:30 p.m. 
| The Fabian Fox will show it di- 
, rect on the screen instantaneously, 
| (Continued on page 22) 


| 15 Years Ago 


Katharine Cornell, in a tour of 
75 towns, mostly one-niters, gross- 
ed a phenomenal $650,000 in a 
three-play repertory. 


in the 














Uncle Sam was on the war- 
| path against Hollywood. Prin- 
cipal peeve was against the 
crime type of picture. 


| Away from the studio for six 
months because of illness, Marie 
Dressler returned to Metro for 
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Vinton Freedley was set on his 
next Broadway legit musical, a 
Gaxton-Moore starrer. Cole Por- 
ter was going to do the songs; no 
decision on the librettist. 


Billy LaHiff, the famed 
Broadway restaurateur known 
to showpeople, died after a 
six-week _ illness. Dorothy 
Dell, the promising young 
Paramount starlet, was killed 
in an auto accident. 


| 25 Years Ago 
| Second week of the Equity 

strike on Broadway proving un- 
' eventful. . 





Imogene (“Bubbles”) Wi!- 
son began her __ testimony 

| against Frank Tinney in the 
| hearing of her assault charges 
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| against the comedian. 








Paris Runaround 
By Borrah Minevitch 
Paris, June 20. 











Lou (Latin Quarter) Walters 
| heralding the new Lido show as 
ithe “greatest to sit and_ sip 
through.” 


George Raft egging Paris on and 
on to dawn. 

Farflung Foursome: Georgia 
|Gibbs and Ethel (Tico-Tico) Smith 
dining with world analysts Le- 
land Stowe and Vincent Sheehan. 

No easel but with beard: Elia 
Kazan. 

Emil Boreo passed his recent 
illness and will take to greasepaint 
again. 

Edith Piaf kayoed her audience 
with an extra pathos punch the 
night Cerdan lost it. 

Walter Wanger willing to liqui- 
date “Joan of Arc” for the entire 
Continent with one signature for 
$1,000,000. 

French pixers saluting producer 
Fred Orain and star Jack Tati for 
|exclusively turning out first all- 
French international grosser “Jour 
de Fete” (Chaplin-styled) now 6th 
week day-and-date in four Paris 
cinemas, 

Like you and us: the Aga Khan 
|loitering around the George V. 

Forget the black market franc 
rate—the ‘“‘official’’ is meme-chose 
—320 per. 

Rome: Everybody talking pro- 
duction—but not one pix rolling. 

Cable: Joan McCracken wants to 
work immediately on arrivai. 

The Lido show features a sextet 
of Carrie Finnells—in unison. 

Hello again: Franchot Tone. 

Att: all U.S. niteclub entrepre- 
neurs—Stop playing like children. 
The one club in Knokke (Belgium) 
seats 3,000 with a $10 buck cover, 
and is packed every Saturday and 
Sunday—and acts still consider it a 
break-in date. 
| Steve Crane (Lana Turner’s ex) 
‘commutes between his villa and 
ithe Carlton bar (Cannes) via his 
Chriscraft. 





| Clifton Webb entered Paris like | 


Napoleon and left on the q.t. 
Eddie Mannix penciled in at the 

George V. 

| John Garfield 

Montand on and off 

Champs-Elysees. 

| Leslie MacDonnell (London’s 

Foster Agency veepee) scanning 

the Continent for Palladium fill- 

ins. 

| Quiet-like: Jules Levey nabbed 

the ONE big Continental sleeper 


admiring Yves 
at the Club 


for U. S. and Canada—fall release. | 


| Casey Robinson to Amsterdam to 


'see his Mrs. dance again. 
| Mercury jitters: 
trich (with long cigaret holder) 
|slinking ringside at Maxim’s. 
| HELLO (but BIG): Charles 
Boyer, Charles K. Feldman and 
Norma Shearer crowding the Ritz 
| elevator. 
| The Hadja boys, Ilya Lopert. Jac- 
ques Grinieff and Abe Danches 
| have the local projection rooms 
tres beezee. 
| Dick DeRochemont (ECA picture 
consultant) glad-handing Paris. 
| Daddy!! Daddy Daddy!! Ruth Lo- 
pert won the $1,400 ship’s pool and 
the light pool, too—and handed it 
right over to her man on arrival. 
Harry Novak (U), John B. 
Nathan (Par) and Joseph Hummel 
(WB) are busier booking space in 
hotels, clubs and restaurants for 
the visiting pix biggies than book- 
ing their pictures. 





Doe Avedon in Pact 
Tiff With Selznick 


Contractual dispute is reportedly 
brewing between legit actress Doe 
Avedon and David O. Selznick’s 
Vanguard Film. The studio claims 
its contract with Miss Avedon, 
signed in 1947, is still in force, but 
she asserts the options were not 


properly renewed and that he is | 


now a free agent. 

Actress, currently vacationing in 
Canada, has recently been ap- 
proached by other picture com- 
| panies. She attracted critical atten- 
tion on Broadway last season in 
|The Young and Fair,” subsequent- 
ly appearing in “My Name Is 
Aquilon.” 





| 
| Olman Daughter Thesps 
| Carolyn Scott Olman, 16-year-old 
daughter of Abe and Peggy Olman, 
has joined the strawhat troupe at 
the Nutmeg Playhouse, Brookfield 
Center, Conn. Her parents are a 
former vaude turn and this is the 
youngster’s initial try at show biz. 

Olman is general manager of 
the Loew’s music _ publishing 
houses, Robbins, Feist and Miller. 





Marlene Die- | 


| 


Laughton, Boyer, 
Carson's TVers 


_ New crop of film names appear 
heading for television programs 
this fall as result of a drive by ad 
agency Young & Rubicam to bite 
off a bigger piece of TV business. 


Charles Laughton, for instance. js 
being inked for a 15-minute weekly 
series in which the screen and 
legit star will read the Bible. y & 
R is also dickering with Charles 
Boyer for a string of half-hour 
Kinescope programs. Vehic] e 
planned for the Gallic thesper 
{would be short story dramatiza- 


tions on a weekly basis. 

Another due for TV entry jg 
Jack Carson, Warner Bros. star 
His half-hour show, also via Y & R. 
would replace ‘Author Meets 
Critic” over WNBT in the Sunday 
8:30-9 slot. Kinescoped program 
would include Janis Paige, vocal- 
ist, along with Carson. Likely 
sponsor is General Foods for Jello. 
Understood that Carson is one of 
the few Hollywood players to have 


reserved his TV rights when he 
signed an acting pact.with War- 


ners, 


Bill Goetz’s $100,000 
Van Gogh May Figure 
In Internat’! Law Suit 


Producer William Goetz is 
threatening a fight through inter- 
national courts to prove the au- 
thenticity of the Vincent Van Gogh 
painting which he owns, ‘Portrait 
of Candlelight.” It is valued at 
more than $100,000. 

Goetz, through his attorney, Ar- 
nold Grant, is also threatening suit 
against Van Gogh’s son and other 
art experts who have cast doubt 
on the authenticity of ‘“‘Candle- 
light’”’ and other works supposedly 
by the famed Dutch artist. 

Public prosecutor in Amsterdam 
/is now conducting an investigation 
into the authenticity of the paint- 
ings end Goetz has offered to pay 
the expenses to this country of any 
experts the prosecutor wants to 
send to Hollywood to make a first- 
hand inspection of the _ portrait. 
Goetz acquired the painting in 
Paris. 
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Now, If Only Goodman 
Hadn’t Played Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, June 21. 

Benny Goodman’s outfit played 
a one-niter here last week at the 
Ches-A-Rena and after the date, 
Harky Styles, comic with BG 
dropped into Lenny Litman’s Copa 
| with his bride of just a month, 
|Mary Hatcher, former Par picture 
| contractee who also played Laurey 
in “Oklahoma!” on Broadway for 
/a year. On that night Harry Bela- 
fonte, headlining nitery, had come 
'down with laryngitis and asked 
| Litman to let him out of his con- 
tract, which still had two nights to 
go. 
| Litman prevailed on Miss Hatch- 
er to play the two nights, and she 
made arrangements to rejoin her 
| husband in Philadelphia at the end 
of that time. But when she fin- 
'ished, Litman offered her a fat sal- 
ary to come back next week (27), 
and Miss Hatcher went for it. fig- 
uring this was a chance to polish 
up a nitery act in preparation for 
some dates gal planned to do with 
Styles when they went abroad in 
July for BG’s date at the Palladi- 
um, ,London. 

Few days later, Miss Hatcher 
phoned Litman and begged him 
to let her out of the deal. She had 
a chance to play femme lead in 
Mickey Rooney’s new indie plc 
ture, “Big Wheel.” Litman tore up 
the contract. Film assignment will 
also eliminate Miss Hatcher's trp 
to Europe with her husband. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Many Showfolk Sail 


Among the 1,975 passengers sail- 
ing for Europe yesterday ( Tues.) 
aboard the Queen Mary were Lee 
Shubert and his wife, Hal Wallis 
and his wife, the former Louise 
Fazenda, Kermit Bloomgarden, 
legit producer; Richard Addinsell, 


composer; theatre owner Harty 
Brandt and wife, Louis Petigor, 
chairman of Renown Pictures 


Corp., Ike Levy and his wife a0 
Mike Nidorf. ‘ 

In addition to the above sailings 
Edward G. Robinson and his wife 
planed tu Europe today ( Wed.) 


via Trans-World Airlines. 
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Sears Proposes UA 


For $3,500,000 to Insure New Bankroll 


Hollywood, June 21. + 
New plan for the sale of a ma- 
jority stock interest in United Art 
jsts for a reported price of $3 
490.000 was proposed here yester 
da (Monday) by UA prez Grad 
Sears to owners Mary Pickford 
: Charles Chaplin. The scheme 


and ] ie) 
cals for the disposal of 12.000 
shares of stock held in the com- 
pany treasury. 


This block of stock accumulated 
from successive repurchases by the 
company of Sir Alexander Korda, 
Samuel Goldwyn and David O. 
Selznick holdings. Miss Pickford 
and Chaplin each own 4,000 
shares. Whether the Sears pro- 
posal will be accepted is prob- 
lematical, since Miss Pickford is 
reported greatly shocked by the 
idea. She has asked time to con- 
sider the plan. 

Meanwhile, as a result of Sears’ 


proposal, the stockholder meet 
slated for the Coast on Monday 
(27) in an endeavor to find a solu- 
tion to the company’s continued 
ills has been cancelled. Arthur 
Kelly, exec veepee, and Charles 
Schwartz, attorney for Chaplin, 
who were to have gone to the 
Coast for the meet are now un- 


certain of their plans. 
Purchase price for the 12,000- 
share block is approximately the 


Sell 12,000 Shares NIA 
t 





100% Nix on 50% Cut 


Pressed to find new econo- 
mies, United Artists board last 
week heard a proposal from 
one of its members that all 
execs be asked to accept a 50° 


cut in their salaries. Sugges- 
tion never even got as far asa 
vote 

Execs gave it a quick 


thumbs-down. They felt there 
was no reason for them to kick 
back half of their paychecks to 
the company’s treasury— 
which they would in effect be 
doing—for the benefit of own- 
ers Mary Pickford and Charles 
Chaplain, who have consist- 
ently refused to plow any of 
their own money back into the 
company. 


Hughes and Odlum 
Stalled on Terms 


For RKO Theatres 





same as that paid by the company | 


to buy back these holdings. UA 
by-laws provide for consent of all 
stockholders on decisive company 
operational moves. A change in 
(Continued on page 20) 





Sears Trying to Stretch 
Hughes $300,000 Into 2 
More UA Film Packages 


United Artists still has $300,000 

in second-money financing avail- 
able out of the $600,000 which 
Howard Hughes provided in return 
for release to him by UA of three 
of his pix it was to distribute. Grad 
Sears company’s prez, has been on 
the Coast for the past week trying 
to piece together at least two other 
packages which might qualify for 
the Hughes’ money. 
_ Half the coin has been invested 
in two films — “Champage for 
Caesar,”’ which Ronald Solman will 
co-produce, and “Quicksand,” 
Mickey Rooney-Sam Stiefel pro- 
duction. It took the better part of 
a year to get those packages to- 
gether and approved and Sears is 
having no easy time with the addi- 
tional ones. 

Difficulty is that they must have 
the approval of the Nasser Bros. 
Deal by which Hughes put up the 
$600,000 provided that loans to pro- 
ducers out of this fund would be 


(Continued on page 22) 


CHAPLIN TO DISTRIB 
‘VERDOUX’ IN RUSSIA 


Charles Chaplin is reportedly in 
negotiation with the Soviet gov- 
ernment tor distribution in Russia 
ot his “Monsieur Verdoux.” Deal 
is understood being made on an 
Embassy level by the comedian- 
producer's personal reps. 

United Artists, which distributed 
the picture, is not directly involved 
in the negotiations, although it has 
been informed of them. Also out 
of (it are the Motion Picture Export 
Assn.. which handles sale of U. S 
Pix to Russia, and Artkino, Ameri- 
can distribution agency for Soviet 
PIX. Which in the past has been in- 
Volved in such deals. 

_Verdoux” and a previous Chap- 
lin pic, “The Great Dictator,” have 
Played Czechoslovakia and other 
lron Curtain countries. They were 
handled by Jacques Grinieff, for- 
eign film financier and exporter, 
who acquired them from UA ina 
Package arrangement. 

Meantime, word is being awaited 
by the MPEA from Moscow on pix 
desired by the Russians out of two 
lists totalling 200 titles which are 





Sralable for sale to them. ‘“Ver- 
doux _ is not involved in these 
Negotiations, 


Tloward Hughes’ and Floyd 
Odlum reportedly are unable to 
get together on terms for purchase 
by Hughes of tHe option that 
Odlum’s Atlas Corp. holds on the 


stock of the RKO theatre circuit. 
As a result. it is understood, 
Hughes will wait until the final 
possible moment—Oct. 19—betore 
offering the shares to Atlas under 


terms of the option. 

Contract provides that before 
selling the circuit to anyone else, 
Hughes must give Odlum an op- 
portunity to meet the best price 
offered. In the event of no other 
better offer, Atlas agrees to 
$4,500,000 for the 
wants them. Hughes must have the 
sale consummated by next Nov. 8 
under terms of the consent decree 
he entered into with the Dept. of 
Justice. 

Ilughes, in the interim, 

(Continued on page 4) 


U ALSO LOPS ITS BANK 
LOAN; CHOPS $1,000,000 


Joining the parade of other ma- 
jors, Universal has now brought 
down its current bank loan to 
$7,500,000 by the payment of a 
$1,000,000 installment. Loan, bor- 
rowed in May, 1947, for produc- 
tion purposes, was originally 
$9,500,000. First National Bank of 
Boston, The Manhattan Co. and 
Guaranty Trust Co. of New 
are the banks involved. 

As a result of the $1,000,000 pay- 
ment, U’s consolidated net quick 
assets can be reduced to $19,500.- 
000 without granting the banks a 
first lien on specific films. Previ- 
ously, company could not go be- 
low $22,500,000. 

Included in the $7,500,000 now 
owing is a loan of $2,500,000 which 


is at- 





has been made to United World 
Films, U's 16m and television sub- 
sid Both Columbia and Warner 


Bros. have also taken steps to lop 
their indebtedness in the past few 
weeks. 


Midwest’s Chillers 
To Heat Up the B.0. 


Indianapolis, June 21. 

Midwest cycle of spec « “hor- 
ror’ shows has been revived to 
boost the b.o. This has been a 
feature in the midwest for a num- 
ber of years, particularly during 
hot weather months, but the prac- 
tice was never as widespread as it 
is now 

Exhibs are staging these shows 
as midnight features for Friday 
and Saturday evenings. Perform- 
ance generally consists of a 45- 
minute stage show combining 
magic, mystic cavortings and blood- 
,curdling effects plus a horror pic. 
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Probably the biggest poser cur- 
rently confronting the film indus- 
try—whether distribs sans. the- 


atres can operate at a profit in the 
present domestic market—is being 
answered in the affirmative. Latest 
reports filed with the Securities & 
Exchanges Commission plus fiscal 
Statements of the companies re- 
cently publicized demonstrate that 


ithe sales wing of the pix biz has 


staged a financial rally and is now 


| plunged in black-ink. 


|after a fairly 


Rally of the pix peddlers comes 
disastrous 12-month 
stretch when reportedly every ma- 


| jor but one was steeped in crimson 


Kingsley’s ‘Detective’ 


pay | 
theatres, if it| 


| Kingsley’s smash 


so far as distribution was con- 
cerned Satisfactory gains, gen- 
erally attributed to sounder opera- 
tions and production costs rather 
than a rise in have been 
registered by Universal, Columbia, 
tepublic and other purely produc- 


grosses, 


tion-distribution outfits Distrib 
wing of the Big Five has also 
perked noticeably 

Industryites are convinced that 


the question of distrib profits is the 
key to the entire future of the film 
biz. The anti-trust trend towards 
divorcement of distribution from 
exhibition already exemplified in 
the Paramount and RKO consent 
decrees, it is noted, makes it 
sential for major company health 
that distribs rack up a fair return 
on their investment. Hence, the 
terrific interest in how the distribs 
are currently doing. 

Only company to show a big loss 
in efiscal 1948 ($3,162,812), Uni- 
versal now recovered and is 
making headway at a pace which 
should put the outfit in the profit 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Sure Has Hollywood 
Sleuthing for Rights 


Broadwayites don’t recall for 
years such spirited bidding as 1s 
now going on among film com- 
panies for screen rights to Sidney , 
legiter, ‘“Detec- 
tive Story.” Actively making ef- 
forts to acquire the play are Para- 


'mount, Metro, Warner Bros., 20th- , 


York | 


Fox and Samuel Goldwyn. 

Deals are all stratospheric in 
amount of coin and percentage par- 
ticipation being offered the author, 
although not in the same league 
with the $1,000,000 for “Born Yes- | 
terday” (Columbia) and “Harvey” 
(Universal). Total may reach close, 
however, to the $650,000 that 
Metro gave for “Annie Get Your 

(Continued on page 49) 
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Hot Frozen Coin 


Since the barriers on dollar 
remittances have been raised 
overseas, a horde ot entrepre 
neurs has descended with 
crackpot ideas on using the 
coin. Latest proposal would 
have companies buy an unoc 
cupied British Caribbean is- 
land and make it a _ resort. 
Asked how that would bring 
in dollars since island is in 
the sterling area, proponent 


replied: “I'll mail the dollars 
to you weekly on the q.t.” 

Another proposal was to de- 
vote congealed lira to raising 
a tanker sunk in Naples harbor 
four years ago. 


May s Average Pix 
Admission 47!4c; 


All-Time Top, 48.8¢ 


Average price paid per ticket to 
the nation’s theatres continued to 
drop in May trom the alltime peak 





reached last February and March. 
Figure is still not down, however, 
to the 1948 average, according to 
Dr. George Gallup’s Audience Re 
search unit, which compiles the 


monthly statistics 


May figure was 47.5c. That com 
pares with the February” and 
March highs of 48.8c. Prices start 


ed to slip in April, when they went 
to 48.1c. All the figures include 
Federal tax, plus local taxes 
in various cities and states 
Admish reported by Audience 
Research is the average of the last 
ticket purchases by people of 12 
years old and over interviewed in 
the outfit’s surveys of filmgoers 
throughout the country. It includes 
prices of ‘tickets purchased at 
morning, afternoon and evening 
(Continued on page 4) 





Tough Reagan Break 
Hollywood, June 21. 

Ronald Reagan is in St. John’s 
hospital, Santa Monica, with multi- 
ple fraction of the right thigh suf- 
fered during charity ball game at 
Wrigley Field. 

Accident delays start of U-I’s 
“Reign of Terror,” in which he was 
to have costarred with Ida Lupino 
under his one-vearly deal for 
studio. Start of pic was scheduled 
for Monday (27). 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Heat Continues, B.O. Still 


‘Barkleys,’ ‘Colorado,’ 
(N.Y. 


Continued hot weather in many 
sections of the country still is tak- 
ing a hefty toll at the national 
boxoffice with many of the bigger 
pictures suffering. Some of re- 
cently launched new product is 
shaping up well and climbing into 


the front rank of winners. 

“Happens Every Spring” (20th), 
which was a strong second last 
week. is soaring into No. 1 spot, 
with uniformly best showing to 
date. Not far behind is “Edward, 
My Son” (M-G) although not big 
in every key city. 


Third position goes to “Barkleys 
of Broadway” (M-G) while ‘“Colo- 
rado Territory” (WB) is edging up 


into fourth groove. “Stratton 
Story” (M-G) is copping fifth 
money. with “Home of Brave” 
(UA) not far behind in sixth slot. 
Seventh best is “Blonde Bashtul 
Bend” (20th) while “Lady Gam- 
bles” (U) is eighth from top. 

Best runner-up pictures” are 
“Streets of Laredo” (Par) and 
“Champion” (UA). 

Besides “Sorrowful Jones” (Par), 


is fine to sock this stanza, 
Daughter” (M-G) 
having greatest poten- 
Not so big in second, 


which 
“Neptune's 
shapes as 
tialities. 


Off — ‘Spring,’ ‘Edward,’ 
‘Stratton’ Best Bets 


week, it looks good in Minne- 
apolis and stout in dull Philadel- 
phia. “Calamity Jane, Sam Bass” 
(U) is disappointing in Toronto. 

The way in which many reissues 
have caught on this session is good 
news for distributors. Combo of 
“Cover Girl’-"Never Lovelier,”’ 
two Columbia oldies, is doing tops 
this week. It is bright in Cleve- 
land, okay both in Baltimore and 
Detroit, and nice in N. Y. Combo 
of “Gunga Din” and “Lost Patrol” 
from RKO shapes swell in Detroit 
and pleasing in L. A. “Lonesome 
Pine” (Par). also a reissue, is nice 
in Frisco. 

Another reissue, “Wizard of Oz” 
(M-G), is bright in Chicago and big 
in Cincinnati. 

“City Across River” (U) is good 
in Washington and okay in Mont- 


real “Night Unto Night’ (WB) 
continues very slow. “Outpost in 


Morocco” (UA) shapes okay in To- 
ronto. 

“Lust for Gold” (Col) looks good 
in Buffalo and oke in Frisco. 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col) still is fair 
to dull in most locations. 


(Complete Boxoffice 
on Pages 10-11) 
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‘FSET Brit. Gov't BRs 50%, of Production 
19S But Nationalization Heat Off Industry 


London, June 21 
Definitive speech on_ British 
films delivered by Harold Wilson, 
president of the Board of Trade, 


in England Sunday 19 
by American 
an end to the 


tionalization of 


was seen 
observers as putting 
talk of possible na- 
the British film in- 


dustry. Wilson's remarks indicated 
the government was giving the 


green light to J. Arthur Rank, Sir 
Alexander Korda and British indie 
film makers 

At the same time, however, the 
government's big stake in produc- 


tion was disclosed by James H. 
Lawrie, managing director of the 
Film Finance Corp., the British 


government’s $20,000,000 produe- 
tion financing agency. Corporation 
was revealed by Lawrie last week 
to have put up the coin for seven 
of the 15 films now in production 
in England and to have made deals 
for financing of 15 pix to date 
It was declared in Britain that 
this large-scale angeling of pix by 
the government did not mean, how- 
ever, that there was anv socializa- 
tion of the industry or state con- 
trol of subject matter Situation 
was compared to that of loans by 
the Reconstruction Finance Corp. 
to American firms 
Optimistic picture given bs 
(Continued on page 23) 


Exhibs Think 45 Seconds 
A Long Enough Trailer 
To Plug Pix Via Video 


Exhibs in television areas want 
distribs to provide them with spe- 


Wil- 


cial TV trailers that run no longer 
than 45 seconds, Gael Sullivan, 
exec director of the Theatre Own- 


ers of America, said last week fol- 
lowing a survey of house ops. They 
want six to 10 of these briefies, he 
said, which they can use during 
station breaks on local video outlets 
during a two-day period and not 
endangering ill-will by boring 


viewers with repetition of the 
same trailer. 
Theatremen are pretty” well 


(Continued on page 23) 
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RKO Theatre Chain Likely to Total 


86 Indie Houses; Bypassing Others 


Likelihood now is that the RKO 


circuit will emerge as an_ inde- 
pendent chain at the end of the 
year with its 86 
houses and very few additions. 
Despite the consent decree’s okay 
to the acquisition of a maximum 
of 30 partnership theatres as an 
added bulwark to the web's opera- 
tions. inflated terms demanded by 
RKO’s pards as the price for grant 
ing title have stymied the manage- 
ment’s attempts to cash in on the 
decree’s expansion proviso. 

Metropolitan Playhouses 1s 
pointed instance. The New York 
circuit, owned partly by the 
Skouras chain, United Artists cir- 
cuit and RKO, have a number of 
desirable houses which RKO would 
like to take over. Asking price on 
these flickeries, however, is far 
above what RKO thinks equitable. 
Hence, the chain has practically 
been eliminated from RKO’s ex- 
pansion blueprint. 

Difficulties in negotiating with 
Walter Reade, RKO’s pard in the 
Trenton-New Brunswick circuit of 
12 deluxers, are also hamstringing 
the major’s attempts to branch out 
in that New Jersey sector by buy- 
ing out Reade. Latter has been 
proffered a proposal that he and 
RKO bid against each other for 
their respective 50°% 
Understood that Reade has refused 
to go for the proposition and is 
insisting on acquiring the 
slic> at his own price. 

Third large web in which RKO 
was free to expand was the 122- 
theatre Butterfield chain. RKO 
had a 33° cut in some of the 
houses and 10°% in the others. Ma- 
jor, however, elected to sell its in- 
terest in the Michigan web rather 
than dicker to pick up houses. 
Hence, that group is also elim- 
inated from consideration. 

With the three biggest partners 
barred for one reason or another, 
RKO’s leeway in expanding is con- 
fined to a few scattered partner- 
ship-hoyses in which it is co-ven- 
turer with small operators. Under 
the terms of the consent decree, 
company cannot buy other than 
partnership-theatres in making up 
that extra 30 houses. 

Any action taken by RKO must 
be completed by Nov. 8 when com- 
plete separation of the theatre unit 
from _the production - distribution 
outfit becomes official. 


RKO’s First Postwar House 
Marshallto vn, la., June 21. 

RKO theatre delegation headed 
by Sol A. Schwartz, veepee and 
general manager, journeying here 
Thursday (23), for the opening of 
RKO’s newly-constructed Orpheum, 
the first to be built by RKO since 
the Midway, Forest Hills, N. Y., 
cut its ribbon in August, 1942. 
Gabby Hayes, western star, will 
lead a Hollywood group feteing the 
1,000-seater. 

Next house to be opened by 
RKO will be the RKO Missouri, 
Kansas City. late in July. 
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Continued page 3 


tempting to find other buyers who 
might exceed the Odlum guaran- 
tee. One of the reasons he is havy- 


interests. | 


RKO 





2 Negro-Themed Pictures 
Opposed in Twin Houses 


City Investing Co. will have two 
pix with Negro anti-discrimination 
themes playing against each other 
in its adjoining Times Square 
houses starting June 30. Opening 
at the Astor that date will be 
Louis de Rochemont’s “Lost Boun 
daries,”” being distributed by Film 
Classics. Next door at the Vic 
toria is Stanley Kramer’s “Home 
of the Brave,” a United Artists re- 
lease. 

“Brave” is currently in its sixth 
week. It is expected that its run 
will continue from four to six 
weeks more, making for a iengthy 
overlap of the two films. Maurice 
Maurer, operator of the two 
houses, feels that the pair of pix 
will complement each other rather 
than hurt, in that people who like 
one will go see the other. 


WB's Upped Rental 
Pitch to Be On 
A ‘Quality’ Basis 


Hollywood, June 21. 

Warner Bros., following its re 
cent international sales convention 
held in New York, will throw its 
weight behind the general distrib 
pitch for upped rentals. While 
planning to maintain a flexible pol- 
icv, company execs at the same 
time shifted their sales stance in 
favor of “equalizing profits in the 
production and exhibition phases 
of the industry.” 

Warners is making clear in ad- 
vance, however, that there'll be no 
“slugging” of exhibs under the 
new sales policy. Aiming to avoid 
any acrimony, by blanket upward 
readjustment in rental terms, WB 
is accenting the “flexibility” angle 
to exhibs. Latter will be asked to 
pay more for better quality prod- 
uct with each film to be consid- 
ered on its merits. 

Company sales toppers are tak- 
ing the tack that Warners is sink- 
ing heavy coin into its forthcoming 
product lineup and exhibs must 





'share the investment risk of ‘“bet- 


ing difficulty is that the Atlas op-| 


tion is scaring off prospective pur- 
chases, since they feel that there’s 
not much point in getting a deal 
together—which is becoming in- 
creasingly difficult, at best, ander 
present conditions—only to have 
the offer tepped by Odlum. It is 
for that reason that Hughes has 
been endeavoring to buy the option 
back. 

Since that appears unlikely at 
the moment, Hughes plans to wait 
until the final day before giving 
up hope of another deal. Odlum 
has two days to accept the proffer 
of the theatre shares “after I have 
disclosed it to you and made the 
same offer to you firmly,’”’ Hughes 
wrote in the option arrangement. 
He added, “I agree that at least 
eight days prior to the time when 
I shall make such offer to you 
firmly, I will disclose to you tenta- 
tively its terms so that you may 
have the opportunity to give ade- 
quate attention to sueh offer. If 
you accept such offer, the transac- 
tion between us shall be closed 
within 10 days after I have notified 


ter quality films.” Jack L. Warner, 
exec v.p., in detailing 38 pix on 
the company’s planning board, de- 
scribed them as “unprecedented” 
in terms of star and story values. 
A similar pitch will be made to 
exhibs. 

Following the cenvention, WB 
sales execs have been holding a 
series of regional meetings to ex- 
plain the sales policy to the sales- 
men in the field. Roy Haines, west- 
ern division manager, wound up 
talks before the prairie and mid- 
west staffs over last weekend. Jules 
Lapidus, eastern division manager, 
will hold sessions with New Eng- 
land and central district sales force 
this week. 


HERSHOLT UP FOR 13TH 
TERM AS MPRF PREXY 


Hollywood, June 21. 





Jean Hersholt was nominated to' 


run for his 13th term as president 
of the Motion Picture Relief Fund, 
along with the entire slate of cur- 
rent officers, all without opposition. 
Election wiil be held June 28. 


Other officers are Ralph Morgan, 
first veepee; George Bagnall, sec- 
ond veepee; Frances Goodrich, 
third veepee; Mitchell Lewis, 
fourth veepee; E. L. Patie, treas- 
urer, and Wilma Bashor, executive 
secretary. 


CAGNEYS FOLD N. Y. HQ 

James and William Cagney last 
week shuttered the office they 
maintained in New York to rep 


their indie production unit. It was 
set up when they were releasing 





through United Artists. They re- 
cently shifted over to Warner 
Bros. 


Peggy Bleakley, who served for 
about five years as story ed and 
eastern rep, was tet out last No- 


you that said securities are ready vember and the office has been in 
_vharge of a secretary since then. 


for delivery.” 


| M-G’s Publicity Cash-In 


Hollywood, June 21. 
While front pages are going to! 
town on police graft, Metro is rush- | 
ing “Scene of the Crime” into} 
early release to ‘take advantage of | 
the free publicity. | 
Picture deals with the L. A. 
bookie racket, which recently fig- 
ured in print through an alleged 

$247,000 handout to the cops. 





Maurer Bucks Trend, 
Ups His Victoria On 
Broadway to $1.80 Top 


In face of the start of a down- 
trend in the price of theatre 
tickets, the Victoria on Broadway 
has upped its. scale. Maurice 
Maurer, who operates the house 
for City Investing Co., maintains 
that price is not a factor in de- 
termining biz for a strong picture. 
Stanley Kramer’s “Home of the 
Brave” (UA) is the house’s current 
tenant. 

“We've found,” declared Maurer, 
“if the film hasn’t got what it 
takes that a 20c admission won't 
bring ‘em in. On the other hand, 
if our houses are playing a picture 
the public really wants to see, 
there’s no reasonable price that 
will keep them away. We've found 
no significant change in the num- 
ber of patrons since we raised our 
prices.” 

House was formerly’ getting 
$1.20 top weekdays and $1.50 Sat- 
urdays. It is now charging $1.50 
weekdays and $1.80 Saturdays. 

In the meantime, the 42d street 
grind houses continue to drop 
their scales, with one spot now at 
the depression level of 12c before 
noon. Situation on 42d street is 
considerably different, of course, 
trom Broadway. On the crosstown 
block pix are generally late runs 
or reissues and depend entirely on 
drop-in trade. 














Admish Drop 


from 
performances at all types of the- 
atres. 

“Decline in April and May does 
not necessarily represent any low- 
ering of price scales by exhibi- 
tors,” Gallup service points out. 
“It could be the result of filmgoers 
shifting from higher to lower- 
priced performances, as, for ex- 
ample, going more frequently to 
morning and afternoon perform- 
ances than to those in the evening, 
or shifting from fifstrun to neigh- 
borhood theatres. The reported av- 
erage price is the average price 
paid per ticket by moviegoers, not 
the average price charged per | 
theatre.” 

April turn downward is first sig- 
nificant decline since June, 1947. 
There was a gradual decline from | 
January to June of that year, | 
when prices started their steady 








——— (ontinued page 3 


rise. Averages by years since 1940 

are: 
AO: bi vee hne aes 32.5¢ 
PUGL. o.cvspeseedans 32.5¢ 
1942 tenn ° 32.5€ 
1943 .ccas ‘ ° 38c. 
SOME 64.496 K000% ines oes 
IDES 6 oceans awieeer 43.4¢ 
1946 ..... “4 45.9¢c 
, eee ese 46.8¢ 
a ee ree 47.2¢ 





5 New and 5 Old Songs 
For 20th’s ‘Wabash Ave.’ 


Hollywood, June 21. 

Ten production numbers were 
in rehearsal simultaneously last 
week for 20th-Fox’s ““‘Wabash Ave- 
nue,’ Technicolor film about the 
Chicago World Fair of 1893. Five 
of the numbers for the Betty) 
Grable-Victor Mature-Phil Harris | 
starrer are originals by Mack Gor- 
don and Josef Myrow. The others 
are nostalgic revivals, including 
“Honeyman,” “I Wish I Could 
Shimmy Like My Sister Kate” and | 


| “Floating Down the Green River.” 


Screen story, which is entirely 
original, was written by Harry/| 
Tugend, Charles Lederer, Mary 
Anita Loos and Ricnard Sale. 


BEN GOETZ’S SON TO WED | 

Ben Goetz, Metro’s British top- | 
per, and his wife, Goldie, are due | 
in New York momentarily from 
London for the marriage of their | 
son, Hayes, to Martha Stephenson | 
Kemp Mature. | 

She’s the widow of bandleader | 
Hal Kemp and former wife of Vic- 
tor Mature. } 





M-G Not Holding Back, ‘A Good Pic 


Always Does Good Biz—Rodgers 





Par Reissuing Marxes’ 
‘Cocoanuts’; Also ‘Holiday 


Paramount has decided to re- 
issue “The Cocoanuts,” the Marx 
Bros.’ first film: vehicle and the one 
on which the zaney freres estab- 
lished cinematic reputation. Pic 
will get general release Dec. 2, 
along with a reissue of ‘Holiday 
Inn.” the Bing Crosby-Fred Astaire 
musical which piled up grosses 1n 
1942. 

“Cocoanuts’” was released’ in 
1929 as the first of a string of Para- 
mount-made Marx Bros. pix. Lester 
Cowan’s “Love Happy.” a new pic 
starring Groucho, Harpo and 
Chico, will be released by United 
Artists in September. Metro had 
considerable success last year in 
its reissue of “A Night at the 
Opera.” ; 


Schary Doubling 
M-G Prod. to 40; 


Others Doing Ditto 


Tremendous’ production boom 
lies ahead for Metro during both 
this vear and next, according to 
Dore Schary, company’s veepee in 
charge of production. Schary, now 
east for huddles with top-echelon 
Metroites, told VARIETY that the 
company is definitely going ahead 
with close to 40 films during the 
current year. That plan represents 
a boost of 100° over the 20 or so 
turned out last year. 

Moreover, Schary said, company 
will make an equal amount in 1950. 
“Faster playoffs of films are dictat- 
ing the boost in production,” 
Schary explained. “As a matter of 
fact, many of the other studios are 
alsa planning much greater volume. 
Practically every film which we an- 
nounced early in the year has 
turned out okay and is ready to 
go.” 

Boost in volume of production 
presents one of the problems 
which Schary will mull with Nich- 
olas M. Schenck, M-G’s prez; Wil- 
liam F. Rodgers, distribution vee- 
pee, and others at the homeoffices. 
That poser is how much Metro will 
lift its sights on the overall produc- 

(Continued on page 20) 








Saranac Hosp Improves 


Since Variety’s Takeover 
Saranac Lake, June 21. 


A marked improvement in op- 
eration of the Will Rogers Me- 
morial Hospital here has been 


noted since the Variety Clubs took 


over control recently, according to 


patients. Following depletion of 
the Will Rogers Memorial Fund, 
the Variety Club stepped in to 
underwrite the hospital’s $200,000 
annu’l budget. 


Happy Benway, vet patient at 


‘the Saranac Lake institution and 


VARIETY mugg there, reported this 
week: “Things are shaping up al- 
ready. ‘The atmosphere is differ- 
ent and new rules with better con- 
ditions and food are in action. In 
fact. a lot of real happiness and 
contentment now prevails in the 
infirmary and, I might add, also 
with guys like me ‘ambulatory).” 





N. Y. to Europe 
Richard Addinsell 
Jean Bartel 
Harry Brand 
Howard S. Cullman 
Marguerite Cullman 
Art Fond 
Joseph Green 
Otis L, Guernsey, Jr. 
Rex Harrison 
Ike Levy 
Burgess Meredith 
Mike Nidort 
Lilli Palmer 
John Perona 
Louis Petigor 
Lee Shubert 
Murray Silverstone 
Carleton Smith 
Dorothy Steel 
Gloria Stroock 
Torin Thatcher 
Hal Wallis 
Joseph Winters 





+ Metro will not hold back on its 
big films regardless of hot-weather 
doldrums or the unusual slackness 
in grosses which have been worry- 
ing many of the distribs. William 
F. Rodgers, company’s distribution 
veepee, declared this week. On 
the principle that “‘a good picture 
always does good business,” Rod. 
gers said Metro’s pix will be 
grooved to theatres as soon as the y 
are available from the studio 

Rodgers is not convinced that jt 
is a good or equitable policy to 
shelve a film until the market 
looks rosier. “By holding back on 
good films, you only further the 
bad business that you 
about,” Rodgers added. “Besides. 
you never know whether business 
is poor because of weather or gen- 
eral conditions or because good 
pictures are not being shown in 
the theatres.” 


Since the theatres must operate 
12 months in the year and should 
have boxoffice product for the 
purpose, Rodgers intimated that he 
considers the practice of hoarding 
better product unfair to the cus- 
tomer. “After all,” he said. “one 
hand washes the other If we 
don’t give the exhibitor films that 
gross, we can’t expect them to 
continue in business.” 

Rodgers cited Metro's current 
and coming releases as backing his 
word against hoarding. Among 


complain 


the big ones going to theatres. he 
said, are “Edward, My _ Son.” 
“Stratton Story,” “Neptune's 
Daughter,” “Barkleys of Broad- 


way” and “In the Good Old Sum- 
mer Time.” 

Question of whether Metro will 
boost its releases to some higher 
number, possibly three-per-month, 
is open for discussion with a de- 
cision expected § after Rodgers 
huddles on the Coast. He expects 
to shove off for the west Fri- 
day (24), 

Since the Metro product re- 
quires careful handling, any up- 
ping of release totals presents a 
variety of problems to the sales 
wing, he said. Before undertak- 
ing such a step, he would have to 
prepare considerably in advance 
for the added strain on his depart- 
ment. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Edgar Bergen 

Foster M. Blake 

Johnny Call 

Eddie Cantor 

| Carol Carroll 
Oleg Cassini 

Sir Sidney Clift 

Sherrill Corwin 

Dennis Day 

Donald Dewar 

Paul Dudley 

| Ed Gardner 

| Jesse J. Goldburg 

| William Gordon 

; Reese Halsey 

| Al Jolson 

Cliff Lewis 

Guy Madison 

Bill Martin 

Raymond Massey 

W. Stewart McDonald 

L. B. (Doc) Merman 

Nat Merman 

Marilyn Monroe 

Susan Peters 

Gregory Ratoff 

Edward G. Robinson 

Lester W. Roth 

Max Schall 

| Frank Sinatra 

| Dick Steenberg 

| Ross Sutherland 

Shepard Traube 

Richard Widmark 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Val Arms 

Harold Boxall 
Richard Condon 
Bing Crosby 

Jack Dales 

Arthur Freed 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d 
Rosalind Ivan 
Tehekla Kalia-Bey 
Christopher Mann 
Shirley Potash 
Irving Rapper 
Louis K. Sidney 
Kenneth Thomson 

















N. Y. TO B’KLYN 


Henry Morgan 
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Super Drive-In (TV, Bands, Cokes, Pix) f 


Seen by Vet Showman A. J. Balaban 


’ eo ; 
of the Roxy theatre, the 20th 


Century-Fox showcase on Broad- | 
is of the opinion that America | 


way, : . 
may undergo a revolution in the- 
atre standards sooner than ex 
pected. It may take the form of 


de luxe adaptations of drive-ins, he 
thinks, combining into a rele- 
Music City, meaning that televi- 
sion, dancing, picnicking, refresh- 
ment counters and the like would 
be natural augmentations to mo- 
tion pictures. | 

This is something for the hinter- 


land and localities close to the 
biggest keys. Balaban points to 


“any spot just across the George 
Washington bridge” as servicing 
Manhattan, for example. But, 
naturally, it would be even more 
applicable in less congested areas. 

Drive-ins are the next biggest 
upcoming theatre development, he 
feels. Its virtues for anything from 
easy parking, bring-the-kids-and- 
solve-the-baby-sitter problem, and 
of course its appeal to the young- 
sters for combining pictures with 
pitching woo, are now well known. 
There are manifestations of possi- | 
ble year-round operations, even in 
northern climes, if there is enough 
appeal through getting patrons out 
to an elaborate Tele-Music City. 
Balaban’s idea for the latter goes 
so far, in fact, as a project with 
a choice of four different types of 
pictures. He wouldn’t elaborate, 
but is believed to mean a news- 
reeler, an art or foreign house, an- 
other for firstruns, and presumably 
the fourth house for the combo 
policy with the accent on vaude- 
ville. 

Balaban even had Coca-Cola in- 
terested in underwriting such an 
undertaking but it never material- 
ized. Pepsi-Cola does it with free 
square dances in New York's pub- 
lic parks. Balaban’s idea is that 
the pictures (drive-in), along with 
sandwiches, dansapation and the 
like, would sell so much Coke it 
would be a profitable investment 
for that company. 

“The de luxe type of picture 
house presentation will also always 

(Continued on page 22) 


Exempt Bond Buys 
Urged by Council 
In Tax-Saving Idea 


Hollywood, June 21. 

Motion Picture Industry Council 
is studying a proposition to level 
off income taxes of Hollywood tal- 
ent through the purchase of U. S. 
Savings bonds. Known as the “Sil- 
verson Plan,” it has been laid be- 
fore the House Ways and Means 
Committee in Washington. 


Plan would work something like 
this: An actor with a lofty income 
this year would buy a $10,000 bond 
without paying taxes on the 10) 
grand. Later, when his income 
dwindles, he cashes the bond and. 
pays the taxes on it. 

: MPIC passed a resolution back- 
ing up the briefs recently filed 
with the State Dept. by the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America and the 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers, protesting Eng- 
land’s discriminatory trade tactics. 


E. G. ROBINSON EN ROUTE 
TO RATOFF’S ITALO PIC 


Edward G. Robinson planes for 
Rome today (Wed.) to star in the 
forthcoming Gregory Ratoft indie 
production, “My Daughter Joy,” 
Which Ratoff will produce and di- 
rect. Robinson, who’s freelancing 
now, has a financial interest in the 
film and will be gone about four 
months, returning here in October. 
His wife is accompanying him and 
before starting work on the pic 
they intend making a stopover in 
Paris. Robinson. has no other com- 
mitments. 

Peggy Cummins arrived yester- 
day (Tues.) from the Coast, on 
her way to Rome, where she will 
appear opposite Robinson in “Joy.” 
She also plans a stopover in Paris. 








Balaban, director general? 


| be made. 





Hot Dogs Vice Popcorn? 
Mayfair, Coney Island nabe, 
has installed a vending ma- 
chine which dispenses the hot 

dogs plus roll for 10c¢ 
Machine was set up in the 
house on an experimental ba- 
sis through the gadget’s local 
distributor, Bernard  Roths- 
child. When a customer in- 
serts a dime the wiener is 
electrically cooked in 90 sec- 
onds by means of electrodes 
on either side of it. 





Arnall’s Upped | 


Deal With SIMPP 


Hollywood, June 21. 
Arnall, president of the 
Motion Picture Pro- 


Ellis G 
Society of 


| ducers, has made a new deal with 


the organization by which he will 
devote “all the time necessary” to 


its affairs As compensation, his 
salary and expenses will be upped 
a total of $5,000 yearly. 

Arnall’s pay and expense ac- 
count, which amounted to $35,000, 
will be increased to $40,000. In 
return the SIMPP topper’ has 
agreed to cut down on the number 
of lectures he gives yearly. Lec- 
ture tour—for which he gets an | 
average of about $600 per speech— 
has occupied considerable of his 
time 

Arnall, former governor of Geor- 
gia, also has a law practice in his 
home state and several other busi- 
ness interests, none of which oc- 
cupy a great deal of time nor are 
affected by the new agreement with 
SIMPP. 

Original deal with the Society 
was a part-time arrangement. How- 
ever, members have’ been’ so 
pleased with the progress that has 
been made in the affairs of the in- 
dies and the stature of the organ- 
ization since he took over that they 
wanted him to devote more time | 
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Paramount 


up on a new campaign “to make 
friends and _ influence people,” 
exhibitor-wise, anyway Out to 
mend its broken fences and pick 
up bookings from circuits it has 
sold away from for the past few 
years, both A. W. Schwalberg, sales 
veepee. and FE. K. (Ted) O'Shea, 
ass't general sales manager, have 


| been hitting the road for the past 


few weeks 

First break came last week when 
O’Shea inveigled Milton Mooney’s 
Cooperative circuit into the Para- 
mount fold again. O'Shea closed 
the deal after huddles with Mooney 
in Cleveland. Cooperative has 125 
theatres in the Cleveland sector. 
t has laid off Paramount product 
for two years or more 

Likely to be second in the prodi- 


gal son role is FE. V. Richards in 
New Orleans After Schwalberg 
scurried there several weeks back 
to open talks with Richards, 


O’Shea followed through last week 
and this. Reperts to the h.o. indi- 
cate that a deal returning Pan 
product to its erstwhile partner is 
close to the inking stage 

In the meantime, Schwalberg has 
been busy on the push. Distrib 
chief met with Bennie Berger, 
longtime Paramount feudist, at the 
h.o. Monday (20) in an endeavor to 
reach agreement Berger besides 

(Continued on page 22) 


Par’s Comerford Splitup 
Paves the Way for Other 
Theatre Liquidations 


By.closing a deal for the break- 
up of the 69-theatre Comerford 
circuit, Paramount has eased the 
pressure to liquidate other exhib 
partnerships during the present 
year. Par is now far ahead of the 
timetable laid down by its consent 
decree with the Government and 


|requires only one more big circuit 
| splitup to meet the quota for the | 
| decree’s first year of operation. It 
| gives the company ample time to 
| dicker 
| deals currently cooking. 
So far, dissolutions affect some | 


with its other pards on 


to it. He had in the meantime be- | 250 partnership houses. That leaves 
come so immersed and interested | 100 to go for the first year since 


in film matters that he was anxious 
to give the time if even a partially 
compensating arrangement could 


He has been here a week dis- | 
cussing the matter, among other 
things, with the membership and | 
the new deal was worked out with- 
out difficulty. 


Hazen te Coast While 
Wallis Shoots in Italy 


Joseph H. Hazen will go to the 
Coast from New York in July for a 
month to administer the affairs of 








| Wallis-Hazen Productions, in which 


he is partnered with producer Hal | 
Wallis. Latter left yesterday 
(Tuesday) for Europe, where he 
will be occupied in production un- 
til late September. . 

Hazen will remain in the U. S. | 
to handle future production prepa- | 
rations for the unit, which releases 
through Paramount, and to partici- 
pate in Par’s distribution plans for 
the two pix now in the cans, “Rope 
of Sand” and “My Friend Irma.” 

Wallis is Paris for a 


going to 


week and then to Rome to set 
plans for July production in Italy 
ot “September,” which will star 


Joan Fontaine. Shooting on out- 
door locations will be done in 
Rome, Florence, Naples and Capri. | 
interiors will be lensed in Holly- 
wood in the fall. 





Rep Gunning Six 
Hollywood, June 21. 
Six pictures get the gun at Re- 
public in the next six weeks, in- 
cluding the studio’s high-budgeter 
for 1949, “Sands of Iwo Jima.” 
War picture starts June 28 with 
Edmund Grainger producing and 
Allan Dwan directing. 


ithe decree 


iin the Malco circuit. 


| other 55 houses. 


| the 


pro-rates 


Total of theatres affected amounts 
to 1,100. 
Most likely deal to come through 


'next, it is reported, would be with 
'M. A. Lightman, partner with Par 


Negotiations 
theatre web have been 
pushed along for the past few 
months. On the other hand, dick- 
ering on tne giant Interstace chain 
is reported cold as a result of the 
failure of Karl Hoblitzelle to see 
eye-to-eye with Paramounters on 
terms. 

Provisions of the Comerford 
deal hand Paramount 14 choice 
houses and some $2,000,000 in cash 
and notes, it is said. Comerford 
interests, on their part, take the 


on this 


Par’s 14 theatres have heretofore 


| brought in 50° of the entire prof- 
| its of the chain. 


Paramount group will be oper- 


| ated under the presidency and gen- 


eral managership of Louis J. 
Finske, formerly a top exec with 
the Comerford circuit. Penn Para 
mount Corp., wholly owned subsid 
of Par, will own the theatres. 
Danziger’s ‘Magic’ Act 


William Danziger, who resigned 


two weeks ago as. exploitation 
chief for Paramount, has joined 
Edward Small Productions to 


handle promotion and publicity on 
“Black Magic.” Orson Welles- 
starrer, which was made by Grego- 
ry Ratoff for Small in Italy under 
label “Cagliostro.” is being 
given top. publicity-advertising 
treatment by the producer. 
Danziger will work with United 
Artists, which is distributing. He 
will be aided by Lew Melamed, 
who will handle radio promotion. 
Melamed is former UA ether con- 


| tact. 
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is getting fuli steam | 


INS Move for All-Ind 


ustry Cooperation 





‘Hit the Trail’ Gael 

When Gael Sullivan 
tive director of the 
Owners of America, 
Santa Fe, N. M.. next 
will have visited every 
the union during his first year 
of office with the national ex 
hib group. Sullivan will be 
on hand to attend and address 


execu- 
Theatre 
treks 10 
week he 


State in 


the annual convention of the 
Theatre Owners Assn. of New 
Mexico June 28-29 


TOAer, incidentally, will be 
stopping at the La_ Fonda 
hotel; English translation 


‘ 


MPAA Romancing 
Allied Exhibs Org 


Erie Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America’s prez, and Fran 





cis Harmon, veepee in charge oft 
the MPAA’s New York office, took 
a gentle needling last week from 
William F. Rodgers, Metro's dis 
tribution veepee, on the subject 
of obtaining National Allied’s co 


operation in the MPAA’s all-indus 
try unity drive. During the meet- 
ing held with the Theatre Owners 


iof America, those attending report, 


| he 


liquidations | 
at one-third each for three years. | 


It is claimed that | 


Rodgers declared in a talk that 
has been working with Allied 
for 20 years and has managed to 
get along with the outfit despite 
small differences. 

It is Johnston’s personal duty to 
await personally on Abram F 
Myers, Allied’s general counsel and 
board chairman, and other Allied 
officials to see that they are drawn 
into the all-industry committee, or 
words to that effect were said by 


Rodgers. Apparently the Rodgers 
declaration is already working, 
since both Johnston and Harmon 


are trekking to Indianapolis Satur- 
day (25) to meet with Allied’s top 
officials. 

Johnston made the arrangements 
{by phone with William T. Ains- 
worth, Allied prez. Ned E. Depinet, 
RKO prexy, serving as chairman 

(Continued on page 49) 


Par Maps Auction-Block 
Method for Its Houses 


With its interest in hundreds of 
theatres throughout the country 
heading for the block under the 
,consent decree, Paramount has 
now worked out a method whereby 
it will be able to unload these hold- 
ings without criticism that the 
company is_ playing favorites. 
Method fixed upon will be essen- 
tially one in which those yenning 
Par houses can bid against each 
other. 

Company is now collecting com- 
plete lists of all those who have 
written in inquiring about par- 
ticular theatres. When the time is 
ripe, those on the list will be ad- 
vised to make specific offers. As a 
pre-requisite to any offer, however, 
the bidder will also be required to 
post a percentage of his offer in 
cash to show his good faith. 

Par, it is understood, then ex- 
pects to choose the top three or 
four bidders with reference to any 
house or group of theatres. These 
will be invited to New York where 
they can bid, against each other 
until the top price is hit. 


Anita Colby’s Flackery 


Anita Colby, who recently re- 
turned to the U. S. from a Euro- 
pean tour, is planning to set up 
her own public relations agency in 
New York in the fall. She expects 
to handle cosmetics and other com- 
mercial accounts. 

Femme, in addition to appearing 
in a number of films, served as an 
exec with David O. Selznick and 
Paramount, in both cases handling 
chores either directly or indirectly 

| related to public relations. 








» be 


Much Skepticism Attends Johnston's 


New set of circumstances 
brought about by divorcement is 
seen as the only added factor giv- 
ing reason for hope in current ef- 
forts to weld an all-industry body 
for consideration of general prob- 
lems, intramural affairs and publie 
relations Even with divorcement 
doing away with the = “schizo- 
phrenia” which has killed such ef- 
forts in the past, however, vet in- 
dustryites are expressing little 
that a successfully-function- 
ing all-industry organization can 
achieved 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
board members, queried in New 
York during the past week, seemed 
to be viewing with something like 
amused detachment the attempts 
of MPAA prez Erie Johnston to or- 
ganize a modified version of the 
idea he has nurtured since he came 
into the Association for an all-in- 
dustry body. Prexies of the mem- 
ber companies, who comprise the 
\IPAA board, take the view that it 
Is a nice idea if Johnston can do it. 

However, they feel that the in- 
terests of the various segments of 
the industry are too divergent to 
achieve’ any sustained success with 
an organization #8ch as Johnston is 
His 


hope 


proposing present aim, in- 
cidentally, is to start by welding 
distribs and exhibs together and 


then possibly add indie producers, 
unions, guilds and other organiza- 
tions later 

Execs of Theatre Owners of 
America, although they have sat in 
on two exploratory meetings with 
Johnston and his aides on the 
project, also are viewing it on a 
“we're listening” basis They're 
willing to go along if Johnston and 
MPAA v.p. Francis Harmon, who 
has been charged by Johnston with 
the chore of getting the organiza- 
tion started, can demonstrate that 
they’ve mobilized enough other 
groups to make the whole thing 
practical 

Ted Gamble, TOA board chair- 
man, last week expressed guarded 

(Continued on page 23) 


Tom Waller, Larry | Beller 
Dismissed by MPAA In 


New Economy Maneuver 


Tom Waller, New York publie 
relations chief for the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America, and Larry 
Beller, his aide, were both given 
their notice last week in a new 
economy move by the MPAA. In 
place of the two vet publicists, 
whose salaries total about $500 a 
week, Association is aiming to hire 
one man at “under $200.” 

Departure of Waller and Beller 
becomes effective July 2. It fol- 
lows the firing a few weeks ago, 
also for economy, of three mem- 
bers of the community relations 
department, which specializes in 
contacts with women’s clubs and 
ollfer civic and fraternal pressure 
groups. 

Simultaneously with the MPAA’s 
de-emphasis on its public relations 
functions, it has embarked on a 

(Continued on page 49) 


READE DICKERS 2 OR 3 
WB HOUSES IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 21. 

Walter Reade, Jr., eastern cir- 
cult operator, is currently dicker- 
ing for the purchase of a group of 
Warner Bros. firstruns in Phila- 
delphia. Reade has been holding 
talks for the buyout of two, and 
possibly three theatres, with Ted 
Schlanger, WB Philly theatre zone 
manager, and Lester Krieger, WB 
real estate man. 

Two houses uppermost in the 
talks were the Boyd, 2,360-seater, 
and the Aldine, 1,303-seater. Also 
being considered is the Mastbaum, 
Philly’s largest theatre with a 
4.360 capacity. It’s been known 
that these theatres have been on 
the block for about a year. If the 
deal goes through, Warners will 
be left with four remaining Philly 
firstruns: the Earle, Fux, Stanley 
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Seene of the Crime 


Metro release of Harry Rapf produc- 
tion Stars Van Johnson, Arlene Dahl, 
Gloria De Haven, Tom Drake. Directed 
by Roy Rowland Screenplay, Charles 
Schnee; camera, Paul C. Vogel; editor, 
Robert J. Kern. Tradeshown N. Y., June 
15. 49. Running time, 94 MINS. 


Mike Conovan Van Johnson 


Gloria Conovan Arlene Dahl 
Lili Gleria De Haven 
= & ee Tom Drake 
Capt. A. C. Forster ; Leon Ames 
ee. ina. 2c... eee John Mctntire 
Herkimer Donald Woods 
NS SPECT ITT eee Norman Lloyd 
OS ESO ee re Jerome Cowan 
Umpire Menafoe Tom Powers 
Turk Kingby Richard Benedict 
ae OS Anthony Caruso 
a rrr eae Robert Gist 
Hippo ish ane ae Romo Vincent 
Norrie Lorfeld 4 Tom Helmore 
Loomis Caleb Peterson 
Lafe Douque William Haade 

The Metro lot has etched on cel- 


luloid a taut, tough and often re- 
lentless picture of the backroom 
activities of a detective team on 
the hunt for a murderer in “Scene 
of the Crime.” Effecting some- 
thing of a retreat from the now- 
traditional semi-documentary 
treatment of this sort of theme, the 
(late) Harry Rapf production still 
carries conviction that it can and 
has happened. It will do nicely at 
the boxoffice. 

On the score of diversified char- 
acterizations and generally believ- 
able dialog, “Scene” is as good as 
the best. Its dramatis personae, 
ranging from a hot-tempered, err- 
ing and entirely human Van John- 
son to the fey sort of informer 

layed outstandingly by Norman 
loyd, give the film broad cross- 
sectional lift. “Scene” has its seri- 
ous limitations, though, via a gen- 
erous dose of cinematic cliches and 
a story that periodically sacrifices 
clarity for pace. 

This is the story of how a Los 
Angeles plainclothes lieutenant 
(Johnson) tracks the killers of a 
fellow cop regardless of where the 
chips may fall, Adding bone and 
grist to the story are incidental but 
important revelations of how John- 
son lives; what makes him. tick; 
and the personal and family risks 
he must undergo to mark the case 
closed. Without pretentiousness, 
the intricate workings of police 
sleuthing; the maxims and slogans 
of the wise ones in the trade; the 
common sense and essential guess- 
work that play a part in running 
down suspects are all neatly woven 
into the plot’s texture. It’s that 
sort of approach which raises 
“Scene” above the average of cops- 
and-robber pix. 

On the score of acting, the cast 
is uniformly expert. Johnson, for 
one, gains much from the script’s 
canny refusal to limn him as a 
glamor-boy. Actor siiows that he 
can readily fit into a hard-driving 
role that calls for three-dimen- 
sional thesping and next to no 
romancing. John McIntyre smartly 
underplays a detective with fading 
eyesight who is wiped out in the 
course of the action. Gloria De 
Haven as a mobster’s lure is attrac- 
tive and winning while Arlene 
Dahl's detective’s wife needs a 
touch more fire to earn solid plau- 
dits. 

Direction of Roy Rowland is 
tightly tempoed to keep things 
moving right along. Camera work 
is always expert, displaying partic- 
ular artistry in the curtain pistol- 
play. Production framework is fit- 
ting without being overly lush. 

Wit. 


The Girl From Jones 
Beach 
Hollywood, June 21. 
Warner Bros. release of Alex Gottlieb 
production. Stars Ronald Reagan, Vir- 
inia Mayo. Eddie Bracken: features Dona 
rake, Henry Travers, Lois Wilson, Flor- 
ence Bates. Jerome Cowan. Directed by 


Peter Godfrey. Screenplay, I. A._L. Dia- 
mond, based on story by Allen *Boretz: 
camera, Carl Guthrie; editor, Rudi Fehr. 
Tradeshown June 29, ’49. Running time, 
Ti MINS. 

OD MANGOIOR .. 666 iiccecs Ronald Reagan 
OT aes Virginia Mayo 
Chuck Donovan.......... Eddie Bracken 
a eee Dona Drake 
Judge Bullfinch Henry Trevers 
Pe WO. Cs. cid gee be Lois Wilson 
Miss Shoemaker.......... Florence Bates 
Mr. Graves a4 . Jerome Cowan 
ee CONES. .. Vavistaves Helen Westcott 
Jim Townsend.......... Pau! Hiarvey 
ae, | ee Lloyd Corrigan 
Lorraine Scott......... Myrna Dell 
eee re William Forrest 


Woody Wilson ........ Gary Gray 

“The Girl From Jones Beach” is 
an amiable piece of froth that 
should find the going easy in the 


summer film market. It is sparked 


by slightly serewballish antics. 
some well seasoned dialog full of 
snappy quips, and a story that 


doesn’t tax the imagination. All 
factors point to an okay reception 
from the seeker of escapist film 
fare and there are the names of 
Ronald Reagan, Virginia Mavo and 
Eddie Bracken to help out on the 
marquees. 

The I. A. L. Diamond script sets 
up the situations in the Aijlen 
Horetz story capably and the dia- 
log snaps and crackles in empha- 
sizing the fastly paced 77 minutes. 
Tale comes apart at the seams in 
the finale but this is a minor criti- 
cism because of the good tun de- 
veloped by Peter Godfrey's direc 


‘ 


tion and the able playing of the 
cast. 

Yarn concerns Miss Mayo, a 
shapely schoolmarm who wants to 
attract a man with her mind and 
not her curves. She is the living 
personification of an artist's dream 
girl created by brush man Ronald 
Reagan. When his composite model 
is needed for a television show, 
Reagan and Eddie Bracken, a pro- 
moter with a _ suicide complex, 
start looking for a live double. 
Miss Mayo is spotted on the sands 
at Jones Beach and from then on 
it’s a chase to see if she will accept 
the artist’s blandishments. She 
finally does, provoking a feud with 
the school board and leading up 
to a court trial that decides a 
schoolteacher is just as entitled to 
display a curvy figure an any other 
shapely femme. 

The good fun spots are high- 
lighted by Reagan’s posing as a 
“fresh off the boat’? immigrant in 
Miss Mayo’s citizenship class; his 
single scene brushoff of her fresh 
kid brother, Gary Gray—a setup 
that will delight any suitor of a 
young moppet’s sister—and Brack- 
en's slumps into despondency 
whenever things go wrong, which 
is often. 

Bolstering the good _ perform- 
ances by the principals are Dona 
Drake, adding extra shapeliness as 


Bracken’s girl friend; Henry Trav- | 


ers, a judge; Lois Wilson, Miss 
Mayo’s mother; Florence Bates, 
Jerome Cowan, Helen Westcott | 


and others. 


Producer Alex Gottlieb has given 


the picture a smart dressing to 
show off the fun and there’s plenty 


of eve appeal in the variety of 
comely gals who dot the _ back- 
ground scenery. Lensing, editing 
and other technical assists are 
able. Brog. 


Come to the Stable 
(ONE SONG) 


20th-Fox release of Samuel G. Engel 
production Stars Loretta Young and 
Celeste Holm; features Hugh Marlowe, 
Elsa Lanchester, Thomas Gomez, Dorothy 
Patrick, Basil Ruysdael, Dooley Wilson, 
Regis Toomey, Mike Mazurki. Directed by 
Henry Koster. Screenplay, Oscar Millard 
and Sally Benson, from story by Clare 
Boothe Luce; song. Alfred Newman and 
Mack Gordon: music, Cyril Mockridge; 
musical direction, Lionel Newman; cam- 
era. Joseph La Shelle: editor. 
Reynolds; special effects, Fred Sersen. 
Tradeshown in N. Y. June 17, °49. Run- 
ning time, 94 MINS. 


Sister Margaret Loretta Young 
Sister Scolastica........ Celeste Holm 
Robert Mason Hugh Maritowe 
i. i, eae Elsa Lanchester 
Luigi Rossi Thomas Gomez 
Kitty Dorothy Patrick 
Bishop Basil Ruysdael 
Anthony James........ Dooley Wilson 
ere ee Regis Toomey 
Oe A” See ee Mike Mazurki 
Father Barraud . Henri Letondal 


Walter Baldwin 
Tim Huntley 


Jarman 

Mr. Thompson 

Mrs. Thompson Virginia Keiley 

Mr. Newman : Louis Jean Hevdt 

Nuns: Pati Behrs, Nan Boardman, Louise 
Colombet, Georgette Duane, Yvette 


Reynard, Loulette Sablon 
Mr. Matthews ........ lan MacDonald 
Mind. TERCENOWS co sccccwccs Jean Prescott 
ET hy case weed see . Gordon Gebert 
ree Te ee ee Gary Pagett 
Beacon MAGE. ..5.00.66000% Nolan Leary 
ere ee . Wallace Brown 
J. See ree ee ee Danny Jackson 
Whitev Edwin Max 


Policemen 


Manicurist.. ..Marion Martin 


“Come to the Stable” apparent- 
Iv is 20th-Fox’s answer to Para- 
mowunt’s smash Bing Crosby-Barry 
Fitzgerald hit of several seasons 
ago, “Going My Way.” However, 
“Stable” is not entirely the an- 
swer. It is a drama of consider- 
able charm in its devotion to the 
tenets of the Catholic church, and 
it has moments of poignancy. but 
often it skirts the bounds of en- 
tertainment in telling too pointed- 
lv its story of Godliness and Faith. 
Add to that its distinctly non-sell- 
ing title. 

The yarn, adapted from an orig- 
inal story by Clare Boothe Luce, 
herself an intense convert to Ca- 
tholicism, deals with two nuns who 
leave their abbey in France to es- 
tablish a children’s hospital in a 
New England town called Bethle- 
hem. It is a story of many trials 
in their attempts to get the land 
and money with which to achieve 
their purpose. 

The nuns, as played by Loretta 
Young and Celeste Holm, are 
sharply projected as omniscient 
symbols of the simple, blind faith 
that can come to followers of the 
Church. Even the hard-bitten 
head of a gambling syndicate suc- 
cumbs to their almost-childlike 
blandishments in contributing the 
site for their venture. 

There is probably nothing so 
saleable to the subconscious as the 
element of basic humanity. Sister 
Margaret (‘Miss Young) drives a 
jeep like all get-out; Sister Sco- 
lastica (Miss Holm) was once a 
tennis champion who is called up- 
on to pick up a racquet again to 
help win a bet that will permit the 


sisters to achieve their purpose. 
Both Miss Young and Holm give 
sure, underplaying performances. 
Elsa Lanchester, as an artist with 
whom the wanderers take refuge. 
is excellent in a key role. Hugh 
Marlowe. Thomas Gomez. and 


Dooley Wilson are best in the long 
list of supporting players. 
Henry Koster directed with great 


' 
| 


William | 


| sighted brings in some action. 





Miniature Reviews 


“Scene of the Crime” (M-G). 


Solid biz for a pic several 
notches above the norm of |, 
cops-and-robbers. 

“The Girl from Jones 
Beach” (WB). Quick-quipped 
comedy for the summer trade. 

“Come to the Stable” (20th). 
Loretta Young-Celeste Holm 
in ecclesiastic drama; needs 
plenty selling. 

“Christopher Columbus” 
(British) (GFD). Despite U.S. 
stars, film fails to hit top box- 
office. 

“Challenge of Range” (Col). 
Brisk Charles Starrett western 
in Durango Kid series. 

“Not Wanted” (FC). Tear- 
jerker themed around unwed 
mothers. Some_ possibilities 
with special exploitation. 

“Omoo-Omoo” (SG). 
jungle pic for duals. 

“Whisky Galore” (British) 
(GFD). Bright comedy but 
lack of marquee names dooms 
it to duals in U. S. 


So-so 








sensitivity for his subject. Alfred 
Newman and Mack Gordon wrote 
one atmospheric song, “Through a 
Long and Sleepless Night.’ Kahn. | 
Christopher Columbus 
(Color) 
(BRITISH) 


London, June 14. 
General Film Distributors release of J. 


Arthur Rank-Sydney Box production. 
Stars Fredric March; features Florence 
Eldridge, Francis L Sullivan, Linden 
Travers, Kathleen Ryan, Derek Bond. 
Produced by A. Frank Bundy. Directed 
by David Macdonald. Screenplay, Muriel 
and Sydney Box, Cyril Roberts; camera, 


Stephen Dade, David Harcourt; editor, V. 


Sagovsky. At Odeon, London, June 14, 
"49. Running time, 104 MINS. 
Christopher Columbus Fredric March 


Queen Isabella Florence Eldridge 
Francisco de Bobadilla Francis L. Sullivan 
3eatriz ; Kathleen Ryan 
Diego de Arana Derek Bond 
vuana de Torres Nora Swinburne 
Luis de Santangel Abraham Sofaer 
Beatriz de Peraza Linden Travers 
Martin Pinzon James Robertson Justice 
Francisco Pinzon Dennis Vance 
Vicente Pinzon Richard Aherne 


Father Perez Felix Aylmer 
King Ferdinand Francis hee | 
a ar rT? Edward Rigby 


err wR ! 


Highly dramatized version of 
discovery of America by Christo- 
pher Columbus, with lush Tech- | 
nicolor to enhance opulent settings 


and colorful backgrounds, this 
Gainsborough production fails to 
get into top boxoffice class. In 
fact it turns out to be an uncer- 
tain piece of entertainment which 
likely will be helped along on both 
sides of the Atlantic by its title 
and star. This big scale version of 
American history made in Britain 
perhaps could have been handled 
with greater dramatic effect in 
Hollywood. 

Almost half of the footage 
covers the period before Columbus | 
sets sail on his expedition, dealing 
with his near-frustrated efforts to | 
get the backing of the Spanish) 
throne. Picture really does not 
get under way until Columbus | 
sails in the Santa Maria. How 
mutiny is averted and land finally 


From then on the picture sketch- | 
ily traces the closing stages of Co- 
lumbus’ life, including his return 
to Spain as a shackled prisoner 
and a deathbed scene in which he 
has a vision of the New World he 
has discovered. This ending, de- 
signed for American audiences, is 
omitted from the British version. 

In the role of Columbus, Fredric 
March inevitably dominates the 
story. David MacDonald’s direc- 
tion is content with personifying 
him as a frustrated character 
rather than an inspired mariner. 
Francis L. Sullivan has a made-to- 
measure part as the Court con- 


spirator and Florence Eldridge is | 


adequately dignified as the Queen 
of Spain. Best in a distinguished 
supporting cast are Felix Aylmer, 
Nora Swinburne, Derek Bond and 
Abraham Sofaer. 

Production is on a grand scale 
with magnificent Court settings 
and excellent location backgrounds 
representing the New World. 

Myro. 





Challenge of the Range 
(SONGS) 

Columbia release of Colbert Clark pro- 
duction. Stars Charles Starrett, Smiley 
Burnette; features Paula Raymond, Wili- 
liam Halop, Sunshine Boys. Directed by 
Ray Nazarro. Original screenplay, Ed 
Eari Repp: camera, Rex Wimpy; songs, 
Burnette, Allan Roberts and Doris Fisher: 
editor, Paul Borofsky. At New York the- 
atre, N. Y., week of June 14, 49. Running 
time, 56 MINS, 


Steve Roper Charles Starrett 


Smiley Burnette Smiley Burnette 
eua@y Baerten.......... Paula Raymond 
oo Bk ee William Halop 
ee eee Steve Darrell 
Rg ree Henry Hall 
OS eee ee Robert Filmer 
Lon Collins George Chesebro 
Cow Puncher John McKee 
Dugan Frank MeCarroll 
Spud Henley John Cason 


The Sunshine Boys 


One of the better Charles Star- 
rett-Durango Kid westerns, “‘Chal- 
lenge of the Range” is a_ breezy 
entry for the action market. Story | 


| Anson Bond 
| Sally Forrest, 
Directed by 


oft - used 
the fa- 


around’ the 
war.” However, 


revolves 
“range 


| miliarity of such a theme is offset 
| by rapid-fire shooting, hard riding 


and good performances. 

An itinerant cowpoke, Starrett 
is hired by the Farmers Assn. to 
track down mysterious gunmen 
who are’ forcing small ranch 
owners to abandon their property. 
Chief suspect is wealthy cattleman 
Steve Darrell. Later it develops 
that the real culprits are two of- 
ficers of the FA. With the aid of 
Darrell’s son, William Halop, the 


| outlaws are smoked out in a snappy 


climax. 

In his dual role as the cow- 
puncher and the Durango Kid, 
Starrett clicks smoothly. Smiley 
Burnette, per usual, handles the 
comic relief adeptly and also 
warbles several tunes, two. of 
which he authored himself. A 
former Deadend Kid, Halop does 
well in making his oater debut. 


Paula Raymond is convincing as a 
rancher’s daughter while the Sun- 
shine Boys contrib some standard 
mountain rhythms. Other players 
measure up. 

Ray Nazarro’s direction is good 


as is the camerawork of Rex 
Wimpy. Gilb. 
Not Wanted 
Hollywood, June 17. 
Film Classics release of Ida Lupino- 


(Emerald) production. 
Keefe Brasselle, 
Elmer Clifton. Screenplay, 
Paul Jarrico, Ida Lupino; original story, 
Jarrico and Malvin Wald; camera, Henry 


Stars 
Leo Penn. 


Freulich; music, Leith Stevens; musical 
themes, Harry Revel, Raymond Scott, 
George Greeley; editor, William Ziegler. 
Previewed June 17, °49 Running time, 
91 MINS. 

Sally Kelton Sally Forrest 


Drew Baxter 
Steve Ryan 


Keefe Brasselle 
Leo Penn 


Mrs. Kelton : Dorothy Adams 
Mr. Kelton Wheaton Chambers 
ae Rita Lupino 
ME So cis cbeb bakes Audrey Farr 
CER See or ee ae ..Carole Donne 


Mrs. Stone 
Migs James 
Infant’s Mother.. 


Ruth Gifford 
Ruthelma Stevens 
Virginia Mullin 


Irene eee Margie Harmon 
Bill Ria ees bicls axes alee Roger Anderson 
Patrolman : Grege Barton 
Doctor Williams Charles Seel 


Assistant ist. Atty 
Rev. Culbertson 


Larry Debkin 
Patrick Whyte 


Exploitation possibilities of its 
unwed mother theme give “Not 
Wanted” a chance at excellent re- 
turns in special playdates. 
wise, it is an overlength tear-jerker 
that will level off in supporting 
bookings. While its theme has not 
been sensationalized, it is pre- 
sented openly enough to sharpen 
ballyhoo opportunities and bolster 


Other- | 


ticket sales in the exploitation situ- | 


ations. 


For a new producing outfit, 
Emerald Productions has practised 
budget economy wisely, dressing 
the values with smart choice of 


_readymade location sites and very 
| expert 


photography. The same 
wise economy should have been 


used on the footage to trim repe- | 


titious scenes and quicken the pace. 
Footage is overlong at 91 minutes 
and could be advantageously scis- 
sored. 

Plot is of the true confession 
type, concerning a young girl who 
succumbs to love's instincts with a 


/man who wants no binding ties. 


Footage carries her through the 
heart-break of discovering her 
lover does not want her, a new ro- 
mance that is broken off when she 
enters a home for unwed mothers, 
and works rather logically to a re- 
deeming finale that finds her world 


,and future put in order. 


The script is a combination of 
both pathos and bathos as written 
by Ida Lupino and Paul Jarrico 
from the original by the latter and 
Malvin Wald, but holds together 
excellently under Elmer Clifton’s 
direction and the strong playing by 
the trio of fresh starring person- 
alities. 

Sally Forrest is very appealing 
as the girl who goes through the 
shame and agonies of unwed 
motherhood. It’s an_ interesting 
piece of work. Another standout is 
Keefe Brasselle, the young man 
who wants Sally regardless of her 
past. His enactment of a crippled 
war vet is backed up with a good 
film personality. Leo Penn is the 
restless pianist whose dark moodi- 
ness attracts Sally and brings about 
her ruin. The others lend good 
support. 


One of the production touches 


supplied by Ida Lupino and Anson 
Bond that help to dress up the pic- 


ture is the emphasis on the music | 
score and musical themes. The for- | 


mer done by L>ith Stevens and the 
latter by Harry Revel, Raymond 
Scott and George Greeley point up 
the dramatic mood of the piece 
and, while there is an occasional 
tendency to overstress the music, 
it is a decided factor on the credit 
side of the production. 


The very good lensing was con- 
tributed by Henry Freulich. Cam- 
era work and music combine into 
a smash backing for the exception- 
ally dramatic and suspenseful finale 
that bring Miss Forrest and Bras- 
selle together in a happy ending. 

Brog. 








Omoo-Omeo 
(The Shark Ged) 


Screen Guild release of Esla ( : 
S. Picker-George Green) production wre 


tures Ron Randell, Devera Burton. Rt ae 
de Cordoba, George Meeker, Michzel 
Whalen. Directed by Leon Leonard 


Screenplay, Green and Leonard. 


. based 
Herman Melville novel: "og 


camera, Benjamin 


Kline: editor, Stanley Frazen music, Al 
Glasser. At New York theatre N. y 
week June 14, ’49. Running time. 573 MINS, 
"PRP ee are te ee Ron Randell 

: tree andel 
Julie (ac bene beak bad waaied Devera ee 
Captain bib ee alee bance Trevor Bardette 
yy Seer eee . Pedro de Cordoba 
Richards es kawd é005460% Richard Benedict 
Chips Panes sea ee bad so 6 6 Michael W halen 
PEE 65s t-6 sre 6 9:a-walee's Rudy Robles 
Doc CeCe eC OCERS CSCC ESE .S George Meeker 
Yala weer; YL Terrie, Lisa Kinkaid 
TOR. cctee Giicnetecesvas .. Jack Raymond 

“Omoo - Omoo” (‘The Shark 
God’) is an unpretentious jungle 
picture based upon the Herman 
Melville novel. Although the 
footage contains ample $action 


these sequences seldom achieve an 
aura of realism. Dressing up the 
lobby and boxoffice with reeds and 
palm leaves may prove helpful in 
stimulating biz, but primarily ex- 
hibs will find this “exploitation” 
entry as merely something to 
round out a double bill. 


Yarn is woven around a South 
Sea tabu which sea captain Trevor 
Bardette has violated by removing 
two black pearls, the eves of the 
Shark God. Unable to take them 
from the tropic island, he hid the 
stones near a native shrine. Al- 
ready ill from breaking the tabu, 
the skipper is killed by Richard 
Benedict and Michael Whalen, two 
greedy members of his crew who 
seek the pearls for themselves, 
Fadeout finds everything working 
out to a happy finale due to some 
yeoman work of Ron Randell, an- 
other crew member. 

Sandwiched in the plot is an 
underwater fight between a moray 
eel and an octopus as well as a 
battle between two tigers. Both 
are fairly interesting. Perform- 
ances are generally listless with 
Randell turning in the most credi- 
ble job. Devera Burton is medi- 
ocre as the captain's daughter who 
inherits the tabu curse when he 
dies. Bardette, Benedict and 
Whalen are fair. 

Supporting players are adequate. 
Leon Leonard, who co-scripted 
with associate producer George 
Green, directed with a heavy hand. 
Benjamin Kline’s camerawork is 
good. Producer Leonard S. Pick- 
er squeezed as much value as pos- 


sible out of the obviously low 
budget. Gilb. 
Entre Onze Heures et 
Minuit 
(Between 11 o’clock and Midnight) 
(FRENCH) 


Paris, June 7. 

Francinex release and production. 
Directed by Henri Decoin. Screenplay 
by Mareel Revet and Decoin. Stars Louis 
Jouvet, Madelaine Robinson: features 
Robert Arnoux, Leo Lapara,. Jean Meyer, 
Gisele Casadesus, Monique Melinaud, 
Anne Campion, Paul Barge, Guy Le- 
fevres, Deschamps. At Pantheon, Paris. 


' Running time, 100 MINS. 


Inspector Carrel.... . Louis Jouvet 
LUCIONME... 2.006 Madelaine Robinson 
Se XN Pe rrever eee Robert Arnoux 
Perpignon..... ae kiewe Leo Lapara 
WHE  biceeenrecess , Jean Meyer 
DD 63 dacetenweew ke Gisele Casadesus 
igo Sere oe Monique Melinaud 
oo) ee eae Anne Campion 





The strong marquee name of 
Louis Jouvet will sell this one. He 
has a chai.ce to romp in this mur- 
der mystery. He plays a police in- 
spector who steps into the shoes 
of a murdered man who happened 
to be an exact double. 

The film sets the mood by & 
visual gag at the beginning on the 
use of doubles in films, and then 
goes right into the murder of 
Jouvet’s double. The corpse turns 
out to be quite a heel and Gallic 
sophistication comes into play as 
Jouvet moves in among the haute- 
couture set and finds that his pre- 
decessor was quite a man with the 
ladies. Women float in and out of 
his life, a few more cadavers pile 
up, love comes to the inspector and 
finally the “denoument after a be- 
wildering, complicated buildup of 
characters, clues and_ French 
passion. 

Director Henri Decoin has a deft 
hand in the use of good visual con 
tinuity, and the tempo never lets 
down. It is extremely well photo 
graphed, and good technically right 
down the line. ‘“Madelaine Robin- 
son holds her own in her scenes 
with Jouvet. Mosk. 


Fabiola 
(FRENCH-ITALIAN) 

Paris, June 14. 
Filmsonor release of Universalia oo 
Salvo d’Angelo production Directed a 
Alexandra Blasetti. Adapted by Blaser 
from book of Cardinal Wiseman: — 
Enzo Masetti. Stars Michele eo 
Michel Simon, Louis Salou. Henri vee 

features Gino Cervi, Elisa Cesganl. ¢ 





simo Girotti. At Normandie, Paris. Rur 
ning time, 150 MINS. 

2 eae ae Michele Morsa® 
era ee Michel a 
sy . SO ree Cree Louis Salo’ 
Rhual ic ci ate aoe Henri Vide 
rr ; Gino | Coe 
| arr Klisa Coste sj 
Pry eee re Massime Gire 


“Fabiola” contains a weigh? 
message of tolerance in the = 
ting of early Christian persecuulo” 

(Continued on page 20) 
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D.C. Backing Up Pix Biz a Bit More 


But Not Enough: 


While the film industry has suc-+ 


ceeded in getting limited support 
from the State Dept. in fighting its 
pattle with the British over the | 
quota, it is still not getting much | 
aid and comfort from U. S. diplo- | 
matic missions in other important 
areas of the world. Although the 
striped-pants boys have come 
through for many other industries 
in their difficulties with foreign 
governments, in most cases they 
continue to treat films as excess 
baggage, some of the major com- 
pany foreign managers are squawk- | 
ing. | 

They are quick to point out, | 
however, that that is not univers- 
ally true, that some American 
diplomats overseas are extremely 
helpful—Ambassador to Italy| 
James J. Dunn, for instance. Some | 
of the U. S. reps in nations behind | 
the Iron Curtain are likewise 
highly cooperative regarding 
American films, it is said, recog- | 
nizing that they are a first-line 
weapon in the propaganda attack. 

Report that has the American 
companies ired at the moment is 
that the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America’s rep in Argentina, 
Joaquin Rickard, is getting little 
help from the Embassy there. Am- 
bassador James Bruce is said to be 
polite, but unwilling to go to bat 
to lift the total freeze on remit- 
tances by film companies from that 
country. 

It is anticipated that Argentina 
and some other similar territories 
will draw the attention of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America and 
the Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers when they have 
succeeded in getting all the action 
they want from the State Dept. in 
regard to England. SIMPP has 
been fighting consistently to ac- 
tively enlist the department in the 
battle for foreign markets and has 
only recently won the MPAA to its 

(Continued on page 23) 


Heineman Another Who 
Finds That Even Mildest 
Ballyhoo Pays Off Big 


Just returned from attending the 
reem of Eagle Lion’s ‘Reign of 
‘error’ in New Orleans, William J. 

Heineman, EL’s distribution vee- 
pee, is amazed at the gross-copping 
effectiveness of “even the corniest 
ballyhoo and showmanship.” His 
pic got off to a fast start at the 
Joy theatre purely because enough 
noise was made over the opening 
to grab the public’s attention. As 
a result, Heineman is convinced 
“that there is no substitute for 
showmanship.” 

“I found that old stuff in show- 
manship—stunts and tieups that 
are older than the hills—are still 
paying off,’ Heineman declared. 
“We used gags that I’m almost 
ashamed to talk about and yet, the 
boxoffice reaction was terrific. If 
exhibitors would get off their seats 
and just make enough noise by 
playing up their bookings, they 
would find it pays off.” 

The lesson was all the more em- 
Phatic, Heineman said, because 
Reign” has no big names to at- 
tract on its own. “If it was a 
really big picture with marquee 
names, you wouldn’t be sure what 
brought the public in. But in this 
Case, the ballying and some good 
reviews pulled the trick.” 

Promotional stunts insure EL 
that it will have a big first week, 
according to the company sales 
chief. After that, word-of-mouth 
could help. As for the stunting, 
most of it costs next to nothing 
anyway since it is promoted by tie- 
ups and other bypassing of heavy 
Outlays. 

To illustrate the corny and 
ancient stunts pulled, Heineman 
Said a beauty contest was staged; 
candy kisses plugging the star, 
Arlene Dahl, were passed out on 
the streets; parades were staged: 
and big tieups arranged with lead- 
ing Stores. Theatre itself had an 
effigy of a woman hanging from 
i with a spotlite playing on 

‘ 





Now It's Argentina 
John Ford’s Next 


Hollywood, June 21. 
Next Argosy production will be 
“Wagon Master,” a tale of the Mor- 
mons’ westward trek, written by 
Frank Nugent and Pat Ford with- 
out touching on the Brigham 





| Young character. 


Filming will start when John 
Ford finishes his current director 
job on “Front and Center” at 20th- 
Fox. 





Scully Favors 


Hot Selling Over 


Cold Economics 


William A. Scully, Universal’s 
distribution veepee, lashed out at 
“cold economics” that have increas- 
ingly come to the fore in the film 
business in a speech which he gave 
yesterday (Tues.) at Universal’s 
current four-day sales meet. Scully 
asked for ‘‘more conversation about 
how pictures can be put over and 
less conversation about terms.” 

Return to four basic principles 
in selling films was urged on the 
industry by U’s top sales exec. In 
a slap at the perennial wrangling 
over pic terms, Scully declared that 
the industry’s original success was 
born of enthusiasm to get people 
into the theatres rather than by 
stressing how much an exhib must 
pay for a pic. 

As a second point, film biggie 
urged the companies to embark on 
a “keen analysis” of their product 
in relation to community entertain- 
ment patterns. By so doing, he 
said, the good and old idea ot dis- 
covering naturals for particular 
communities would be revived. 

A picture can only be made at- 
tractive to the public, he continued, 
if opinions about its boxoffice 
chances are reserved until the film 
has a chance to play. This would 
afford an opportunity of rejuvenat- 
ing the traditional point of view | 
that there is more to the film biz) 
than cold economics, Scully added. 

Scully made a pitch for unity 
among all branches of the industry | 
with the common cause that of 
talking up the business rather) 
than down. Only by so doing, he) 
said, can the continued good health | 
of the industry be assured. 

Earlier in the meet, Scully an- 
nounced a new _ incentive plan 
aimed at drumming up sales. Un- 
der the plan, each exchange will 
receive a bonus, a sum equal to 
5% of charges on regular Universal 
releases over and above a basic fig- 
ure representing normal weekly 
charges. Added 5° will be paid on 
bookings of certain specified indie 
pix handled by VU. 

Series of meets, ending tomor- 
row (Thurs.) are being staged at 
the Waldorf-Astoria (N. Y.) with 
most of U’s top-bracket execs on 
hand. Among those attending are 
Nate J. Blumberg, company prez; 
J. Cheever Cowdin, board chair- 
man: David A. Lipton, ad-pub top- 
per; John J. O'Connor, veepee; 
A. J. O'Keefe. ass’t general sales 
chief, and all divisional sales man- | 
agers. | 

| 
| 
| 


B-K Ordered to Air 
Records in Chi Suit 


Chicago. June 21. 

Chi federal district court Judge | 
John Barnes last week ordered | 
Balaban & Katz to throw open its | 
books for 25 of its largest houses 
and disclose film rentals, receipts 
and admissions to the Benal The- 
atre Corp. 

Benal, operator of the Ridge, 
through equity suit, is seeking im- | 
proved clearance from the distribs, 
claiming B&K had monopolized 
distribution. Date covered by 
order extends from Feb. 1, 1942, to 
present. 





AUT US. ST 
SIDESTEPG 


London, June 21. 
It is now figured here that the 


LL 








ston-Wilson has left 
American distributors in Britain 
with frozen assets nearing the 
$40,000,000 mark. Official figures 
are not available but, with a re- 
mittable allocation of $17,000,000, 
the figure indicated as iced is re- 
garded as a reasonable calculation. 
Of the frozen sterling, only a small 


agreement 


| portion has been used in financing 





British production and, as far as 
can be ascertained, none has been 
spent in other directions permitted 
under the pact. 

Experienced observers here 
think there is little chance of ; 
large scale production program by 
U. S. companies while the present 
quota exists, pointing out that such 


~ 


| pix would only serve to bolster up 


| lication” 


a system to which they are irre- 
vocably opposed. Only a handful 
of American productions are con- 
templated in the immediate future. 
Metro, 20th-Fox and Warners are 
the major U. S. outfits with sub- 
stantial investments in British, but 
these distribs as well as others pre- 
fer a wait-and-see policy before 
spending their frozen coin. 
Reaction among U. S. interests 
in Britain is that recent produc- 
tions, particularly from the Rank 


Organization, which are used as 
West End attractions and subse- 


quently as top-of-the-bill on re- 
lease, are dismal boxoffice failures 
which will play havoc with the 
existing high quotas. Indie exhibs, 
left with little choice as to product, 
are fighting shy of many of these 
quickies and are choosing to de- 
fault rather than face a boxoffice 
slump in their own theatres. 

Any revival of British produc- 
tion, therefore, by American inter- 
ests with big star names could only 


be regarded as a stimulant. In an 
open market where British and 
Yank product stood an_ equal 


chance on merit, there seemingly 
would be no hesitation to under- 
take American-made production in 
Britain. But present restrictions 


'are such as to deter big scale ex- 
| penditures, 


and many companies 
prefer to save up their sterling as- 
sets and wait for more propitious 
times. 


PINE-THOMAS CONTINUE 
3 ‘MEDIUM’ Pix A YEAR 


Pine & Thaqmas will continue 
their new policy of making three 





pix a year, partner Bill Pine said 


in New’ York last week. Indie pro- 
ducing which’ distributes 
through Paramount, recently 
shifted to the new plan of a limited 
number of medium - budgeters as 
against the 10 low-cost pix a year 
they had been turning out. 

Pine said he liked the new 
scheme because it was much easier 
on the producers, although whether 
it is advantageous profit-wise re- 
mains to be seen. First 6f the new 
series, “El Paso,” scored okay at 
the b.o., but the second, the Doro- 
thy Lamour-starrer, ‘“Manhandled, 
is proving somewhat troublesome, 
producer admitted. How good an 
average can be reached will deter- 
mine eventual profits, he said. 

Pine returned to New York last 


team, 


$40,000,000 FROZEN IN BRITAIN 








|end of the first year of the John- | 


| 


week from a South American vaca- ' 


tion cruise with his family and 


| went on to the Coast after a one- 


day stopover for huddles with Par 
execs. 


Mexico’ 


Hollywood, June 21. 
Bill Pine and Bill Thomas, cur- 
rently putting the finishing touches 
on “Captain China,” will make 
“Viva Mexico” and “Not for Pub- 
to complete their 1949 

program for Paramount release. 
First to go will be “Viva,” start- 
ing Aug. 1 on location at Sedona, 


P-T’s ‘Viva 


| Ariz., with Lewis R. Foster direct- 


ing. “Publication,” a newspaper 


Distribs Aim to Cut $65,000,000 
AND Worth of Exhib Suits to a Minimum 





Col. Assigns Berger 


Hollywood, June 21. 
First job for Richard Berger 
under his new producer contract 
at Columbia will be “The Naked 
Eye,”” a semi-documentary based 
on a recently purchased novel. 
Berger, formerly with RKO and 
Paramount, will start shooting in 
October. 


Move to Untreeze 
$4,500,000 Film 


Coin from Japan 


Washington, June 21. 

New start was made here yester- 
day (20) toward breaking loose 
the $4,500,000 in frozen film coin 
in Japan. Secretary of Defense 
Louis Johnson will meet Thursday 
(23) with the two California Sen- 
ators and a group of Coast con- 
gressmen to go over the Jap yen 
situation. 

Prior session called by Califor- | 
nia’s Sen. William F. Knowland 
heard the problem laid down before 
Assistant Secretary of War Tracy 
Vorhees and received his promise 
to look into the situation. Present 
also at the meeting were Senator 
Sheridan Downey and California 
Representatives McDon- 





Gordon 


ough, Cecil R. King and John 
Phillips. 
Explaining the position of Mo- 


tion Picture Assn. of America 
were Eric Johnston, Joyce O’Hara 
and Jack Bryson, the association’s 


legislative rep. MPAA has been 
receiving offers from various 
churches and missionary groups 


which wish to erect buildings and 
hospitals in Japan. They are will- 
ing to buy the blocked yen for 
dollars in the U. S. Thus MPAA 
would get its dollars and could sell 
its yen, for which it has no other 


use. But Army okay is needed for 
this. 
Under the ECA program and its | 


military equivalent in Japan, | 
MPAA will get up to $200,000 this | 
year against its frozen yen. This 
is under the provision which pro- | 
vides for limited assistance to the 
information media. But it does not 
provide for withdrawing any 
profits. 


B.0. Survey Sends 20th 


On Hunt for New Faces 


Hollywood, June 21. 

Scouts for 20th-Fox are hunting 
new talent as a result of a year- 
long survey carried on by house 
managers of the National Theatres 
chain, under orders from Charles 
P. Skouras. Growing list of new- 
comers on the Jot includes Joyce 
MacKenzie, Peggy O’Connor, Vera 





Miles, Robert Patten, Patricia 
Knox and Don Hicks. 

Theatre managers listed film 
thesps in four categories. “A” 


players (not more than six in all) 
are important to the success of a 
picture; “B” players help at the 
boxoffice but not very much; “C” 
players don’t mean a thing, and 
“D” players drive customers out 
of theatres instead of luring them 
in. Latter are the most numerous 
of all. 


Big U-I Shorts Sked 


Hollywood, June 21. 


Shorts program for Universal- 
International release in 1949-50 
consists of 52 subjects, topped by 
eight three-reel musical oaters fea- 
turing Tex Williams. 

Program includes 13 two-reel 
musicals with name bands; eight 
“Sing and Be Happy” one-reelers; 
eight “Variety Views’ one-reelers 
and 13 reissued “Technicolor Car- 
tunes.” In addition, there will be 





yarn, rolls Nov. 3 with Geoffrey 104 issues of the company’s news- 


iHomes doing the screenplay. 


reels. 


+ Alarmed 
| triple-damage, «anti-trust 
Majors are opening a new drive to 


| 
| 


| sought. 


over the mounting 


actions, 


cut down on the steadily growing 
number of these exhibitor suits. 
Total has now reached 93 pending 
in state and Federal court scattered 
through the country, the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America has ad- 
vised its members. This represents 
an all-time high with potential 
damages coming to some $65,000,- 
000. 

As part of 


the multi-pronged 


| drive opened by distribs, lawyers 
|for the companies staged a meet 


last week at the MPAA’s New York 
office. Result of the conclave is 
that a new campaign is being 
launched to settle as many of the 
cases aS warrant cash treatment or 
adjustment of grievances 
Currently under discussion with 


a settlement likely are a group 
being prosecuted by George 
O'Brien, Boston attorney. Upshot 


of the talks will probably be the 
dropping 


for a price—of a num- 
ber of treble-damagers cropping 
from New England complaints. 


Legalites are also turning their at- 
tention to a rash of actions brought 
on the Coast and settlement dick- 
erings will be opened shortly as a 


result of the meeting. 


MPAA’s increased interest in ex- 
hib relations and the naming of a 
committee headed by Ned Depinet, 
RKO’s prez, is said to have a di- 
rect tieup with concern over the 
anti-trust actions. Understood that 
the subject of these suits was origi- 
nally on the agenda for discussion 
with the Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica officials. MPAA is also seeking 
for a way of taking up the question 
with National Allied and it is be- 
lieved the new all-industry commit- 
tee proposed by the org will be 
the path 

Indicating the pressure to discuss 
the problem of these suits, original 
agenda placed the subject at the 
top of the list. However, TOA- 

(Continued on page 49) 


Minn. Indies Continue 


_ Theatre Expansion As 


Big Majors Sit Tight 


Minneapolis. 
Theatre construction and house 


improvements among independents 


is at a record high here for recent 
years in this area, as the big Par- 
amount affiliated Minnesota Amus. 
Co. circuit practically stands still 
awaiting further clarification of 
consent decree. It impresses the 


| trade as being akin to ‘making hay 
| while the sun shines 


” 


for the in- 
dependents. 

In one suburban area west of the 
city no less than four new conven- 
tional theatre projects have been 
announced or started; others are 
contemplated and one new drive- 
in has been opened. 

Harold Field and Harold Kaplan, 
who own the deluxe St. Louis 
Park, suburban house, will build a 
second combined deluxe theatre- 
shopping center in the same region 
where Peter Karalis, new exhib, 
and associates also plan a new the- 
atre-shopping power project. 

In this same region, Joe Powers 
and associates are readving a new 
800-seat theatre. A few miles 
away the Volk brothers, indepen- 
dent circuit owners, also will start 
construction on 2 new 1,200-seat 
shortly. Minnesota Entertainment 
Enterprises, composed of promi- 
nent Twin City independent exhib- 
itors, recently opened a new 800- 
car drive-in in the area. More 
building permits for conventional 
and drive-in’ spots are being 


In Albert Lea, Minn., where Ben 
and Laz Friedman own the town’s 
only two theatres, they will build 
a third 500-seat house. Industry 
reports are that Ed Baehr, another 
indie circuit owner, plans to invade 
the town. Baehr, who recently 
went into nearby Anoka. is report- 
ed planning 1,000-seat theatre and 
building in Albert Lea. 

Minneapolis is more or less 
status quo, an avowed city council 

(Continued on page 18) 
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SHOULD HAPPEN TO YOU! 


TOWN AFTER TOWN 
IT’S TERRIFIC! 


NEW YORK—“TOP RATING’*—News 
CLEVELAND— “HAS NO EQUAL”— Plain Dealer 
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Tremendous 300 theatre Independence 

Day Western Premiere! Stars! Special 

Ads! A launching to equal the 

From Motion Picture Herald—June 18, 1949 magnitude of the attraction! 
“Mark this down in your 


book as ONE OF THE BIG 
PICTURES OF THE YEAR— 
a contender for an Academy 
Award. Comes close to being the 


y Fy best the screen can offer today. : as. 




















. SHOULD HAVE THEM STANDING IN LINE!” - STREET” Os 
Burning up 
HOUSE or STRANGERS” 
. DETROIT 
t BOR: “  _Have you 
ef Extra advertising—Extra promotion for extra special  “. ~ booked 
e¢ returns! THE BIG ONE starts rolling in NEW YORK, PHILADEL- ae 





PHIA, CLEVELAND, WASHINGTON and BOSTON in early July! 
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Denver Goes Outdoors, - 6 ’ ° 
L.A. Very Spotty; ‘Barkleys' Hefty oer ae oars - Cleve. Perking Up; Laredo’ Torrid 


$56,000, ‘Spring’ Mild 366, Electra’ cv, swer'sitits “ine $21,000, Allegro | Hep 166, Grable 146 


only two new bills will clip first- 
run trade in city this week. ‘““Lady 


Thy? ¢ ’ Gambles” shapes as okay in two Cleveland, June 21. 
Mournful $19 (i) Din ~ Patrol 1G theatres. “Colorado Territory,” . Slight pickup in attendance is 
) 3 |in third week at Broadway, and Broadway Grosses eing registered here. “Streets of 


Laredo” at State is spurting ah 
/playing third drive-in date, looks lof all entrants, “Beautiful Benead 










































Los Angeles, June 21. + | nice. 
“Barkleys of Broadway” is grab- | . | Estimates for This Week Estimated Total Gross . be soggy O much oo Hipp but 
bing nearly all of the attention | Key City Grosses | Broadway (‘Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- This Week ...... $461,000 ey egro” shapes up nice 
among the firstruns this week, | 74)—“Colorado Territory’ (WB) | (Based on 17 theatres) a alace. 
shooting for stout $56,000 in first (3d wk) and day-date North drive- | Last Year.. .. $527,000 Estimates for This Week 
week, three theatres. Otherwise, Estimated Total Gross in. Down to $5,500 but holding. | (Based on 16 theatres) | Allen (Warners) (3,000: 55-70) 
the pace is slow in local deluxers. This Week $2,300,000 | Last week, good $7,000. ————————— | “Never Lovelier” (Col) and “Cover 
ee ae oe (Based on 24 cities, 201 Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) ; 'Girl” (Col) (reissues). -Bright 
well but faltered and 1s not l00K-| theatres, chiefly rst runs, in —‘‘Bride of Vengeance” (Par) (2d G . '$9,000. Last week, “Bi “at” 
ing. for more than a mild $36,000 alien N. a Ni s wk). Way off to dull $6.000 in 5 Det. oes for Reissues; (EL), okay $7,500. g Cat 
oe eee. Total Gross Same Week days. Last week, good $12,500. | ¢ 9 6 ss | Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70) 
“Mourning Becomes Electra” is! Last Year $2,421,000 |. Denver (Fox) 2.525; 35-74,—| ‘“Cover’-Lovelier’ 24G, — -seautirul Blonde” (20h). wean 
Doing unusually nicely is reissue ae on 22 cities, 206 Clipper Mono) ip i al | Di ; ? t l H i 186 pn taut Reais — film. Last 
int ee rT eatres ) ‘ week, Olorado Territory” -<WB) 
rombo of “Gunga Din” - “Lost Esquire. Fair $13,000. Last week, in - ratro 0 $15,000. rMory” <WB), 
Seige = ox. *"_ . “We Were Strangers” (Col) and Detroit. June 21. Ohio (Loew’s) (1.200: 55-70 
or five days ies enace™’ S |“Rimfire’ (SG), fine $16,000. | Reissues generally are showing «70:7: plead? ag r= agp 
down to $14,000 in second seenien. Hub potty But ‘Jones’ Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—/ surprising strength here for the Fete aaae ce ——. _ oe 
two Paramount houses, after okay } ‘ “Lady Gambles” (U) and “Tuna second straight week, although $4 500 po wie "lee, a 
first week. | Seck $24, 000; Stratton’ Clipper” (Mono), also Denver. | overall total continues below aver- | Fiving” (FC) and “Ride Ei 4 C 2m 
Estimates for This Wee Okay $2,500. Last week, “We Were age. Drawing unusually well are naw” 18) (redaaswen) $4 800. Ow- 
Beverly Hills, Downtown, Ha- | Strong $36 000 ? Spots Strangers” (Col) and Rimfire” “Cover Girl” and “You Were Never “palace (RKO) (3.300: 55-70). 
waii, Hollywood Music Halls (Prin- ? ’ (SG), $2,500. Lovelier” at the Fox. Doing com~' « Johnny Allegro” (Col) "Nice $16 
Cor) (834: 902: 1.106: 512: 55-$1)— Boston, June 21. North Drive-in (Wolfberg) (1,-| paratively better are “Gunga Din 000. Last week, “Lust for G ld”? 
“Home of Brave” (UA) (3d. wk). Despite long local weekend, 000 cars; 74)—‘“Colorado Terri-| and “Lost Patrol” at the smaller (Col) thin $11,500 —_s FOU 
Near $29.000. Last week, nice Plenty of ball games and hot spell, tory” (WB), also Broadway. Fine | Madison. Best newcomer looks to State (Loew's) (3.450: 55-70) 
$38,700. two Hub houses are doing well cur- $7,000. Last week, at East drive-| be “Barkleys of Broadway” at the “Streets of Lateda” (Par) “Reais 
Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, rently. Sorrowful Jones” is big in, big $10,000. | Adams. $21,000. Last week, “Champion” 


"1248: at Metropolitan and ‘Stratton Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 35-74)— | Estimates for This Week (UA), $16,000 

very Story” shapes solid day-date at “Little Women” (M-G) and “Broth- Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— | ©“ Giiiman (Loew’s) (2,700: 55-70) 

State and Orpheum. | Others are ers in the Saddle” (RKO) (2d wk).| “Cover Girl” (Col) and “aoe “Champion” (UA) (m.o.). ‘Ordi 
° rar ~ BS = . Sos , a ° . sy?? ( ‘ pic 2g) Z —_— c a Oe « 

off, though holdover for “It Hap- Off to $10,000. Last week, big | Lovelie Col) (reissues). Jkay nary $7,500, Last week. “Barkleys 


Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 
1,719; 60-$1)—‘‘Happens' Every 
Spring” (20th) and ‘Rustlers” 
(RKO). Mild $36,000. Last week, 








“Forbidde Street” (20th) and. Pens Every Spring” is okay. $19.000. | $24,000. Last week, “Forbidden —¢ a. adway” (M-G) ( . & 
“Tuna Clipper” (Mono) (10 days), | Estimates for This Week peremaent te) (2,200; ald 505000 (20th) and “Rimfire” (SG), i ene ee ee 
slow $38,000. | s ( ) (3,200: )-80)— | —— Bac oy” (Mono) and “Ba ooh edhe — ; 
| we twnin Hollywood, Wiltern “Ride "Em Cowboy” (U) and “Keep Men Tombstone” (Mono), day-date eye ees ae 
(WB) (1,757; 2,756; 2,344: 60-$1)— ’Em Flying” (U) (reissues). Doing With Webber. Dull $7,000. Last 70-99) Colorado territory Good Mols. Mild But ‘Champ’ 
“Colorado Territory’ (WB) (2d. so-so $15,000. Last week, “Hitler's week, “Walking Hills” (Col) and oy lag ret ge? hg “africa pis. l ut amp 
wk). Off to $23,000 in 5 days. Children” (RKO) and “Behind Ris- “Song of India” (Col), $7,500. Screams” (UA) i" 1 ry a Cli sy ° ‘ ’ 
Last week, good $33,000. ing Sun” (RKO) (reissues), $12,000. Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—‘‘Bad Mono), $12 000. una Ullpper Rousing 126 Daughter 
Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-80)—) Boy” (Mono) and “Bad Men of "Pals he (uD) (2.900: 70-95) ? 
(FWC) (1.538: 2.097: 2.296: 60-$1) | “Younger Bros.” (WB) and -‘Miss- Tombstone” (Mono), also  Para- “J ae uiaaoa? Gran 1“R an ¢ d 16G ‘All ’ 106 
—“Barklevs of Broadway” (M-G). | issippi Rhythm” (Mono). Getting mount. Dim $2,000. Last week, Les i Wave’ (Cc 1) °Slim $12,006. | 00 ’ egro 
Hefty $56,000. Last week, “Strat- fairly good $7,000. Last week, “Walking Hills” (Col) and “Song tam week . “Champion” (UA) and | Minneapolis, June 21. 
ton Story” (M-G) (2d wk-8 days), | “Night Unto Night (WB) _and_ India” (Col), $2,500. “Jigsaw” (UA) (2d. wk), good' There is plenty of boxoffice 





$34,000. “Streets San Francisco” (Rep), 


Orpheum (D’town) (2,210: 60-$1) $6,000. \¢ ’ . 
—‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ Mayflower (ATC) (700; 40-80)— 
(RKO). Only $7,000 here, with “Champion” (UA) (5th wk). Finish- on e rl t 
mild $19,000 in 5 day-daters. Last ing up at about $2,000 after about 

week, “Cover Girl” (Col) and same last week. 


$14,000. dynamite in such newcomers as 
United Artists (UD) (2,000: 70- “The Champion,” ‘‘Nepiune’s 
95)—“Judge Steps Out” (RKO) Daughter’ and “Johnny Allegro,” 
and “Green Promise” (RKO). Oke/| but seasonal influences will hurt 
$14,000. Last week, “Lonesome all three. “Allegro” shapes as 
Pine” (Par) and “Geronimo” (Par) | most disappointing of them all. 


“Neve ovelier”’ (Col) (reiss s) Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— | e 9 ® | tec . 2 > | Ps ’ 
(8 gy 1 sel “$12,000 here, “Happens Every Spring” (20th) and | 15 tit L ill | “Madison (UD) (1.800; 70-95)—| p; sp ene cartedlge laggy 
with $26,600 in 4 day-daters. “This Was a Woman” (20th) (2d . in V e “Gunga Din” (RKO) and “Lost Pix (Corwin) (300; 50-70)—"Bel- 
Pantages, Hillstreet (Pan-RKO) wk). Neat $17,000 after strong | | Patrol” (RKO) (reissues) Swell vedere To College” (20th) (m. 0.). 
(2,812; 2,890; 50-$1)—“Gunga Din” | $23.000 opener. Louisville, June 21. | $15,000. Last week. “Pride of | Third loop stand and sixth week 
(RKO) and “Lost Patrol” (RKO) i ata Baa aid 40- poms Downtown boxoffices are radiat- | Yankees” (RKO) and “Tall in 1 gehiapaiclnge —— aan 5s Magy 
tcc i. er 9 . eased < . e i Ra ie ” ies . , ° § /eeCK, 
Ye ge aaah “ikea Atioiee™ gy cry hs toga (FC). Sock ra “ev Mihcate Peace Dacuial Bong” Sen 000 a EE, a nt (Indie) and gis0 Relations” 
Roth oad “irecce)) 7% wae, Or) . very big for season. as ’ Retest gimme : a ie "An: 7:0. (Indie) (reissues), 000. 
Los Angeles, Hollywood Para-|2"¢ “Omoo” (SG), $18,000. nes a a 0 mea wereams” "S Good $15,000. Last week, “Ma, Pa .Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G). Good 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) | .cOrPhEum (Loew) (3.000; 40-80)—| MO" Fein ates for This Week | Kettle” (U) and “Search "for | $16,000. _ Last, week, _ “Happens 
“Red Menace” (Rep) and “Fi: “Stratton Story” (M-G). Nice $22,-| 7 Suma es oe (People's) (1- | Danger” (FC), $10,000. | Every Spring” (20th), mild $12,000. 
- p) anc am- 990, big considering season and Mary Anderson (People’s) 1, | ’ , . 


ae \ ry, 9 : ‘ - , 7 RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
ing Fury” (Rep) (2d wk). Down to outdoor competition. Last week, 400)—‘‘Casablanca” (WB) (reissue). | mawntown greece ng 70)--"Johnny Allegro” (Col). Small 


$14,000. Last week, okay $22,000. | « re”? (TTA) “ fine $8,000. Last week, “Younger 95)—‘‘Stratton Story” (M-G). NSH - po 
Unitea Artists, Ritz (UA-FWC) set ee cea Rusty pros.” (WB), $7,000. | $11,000. Last week. “Caught” $10,000 likely ast, sweek, The 

(2,100; 1,370; 60-$1)—“Illegal En-|  pzramount (NET) (1,700; 40-80)| National (Standard) (2,400; 65) | E000 and “Model Wife” (Mono), | " oXO-Pan (RKO) (1.600: 50-70) 

try” (U) and “Alimony” (EL) (2d|—_ “Younger Bros.” (WB) and —‘Zenobia” (Indie) and “Cobra | ?%""™ “Adventure Baltimore”. (RKO). 





wk-3 days). Slim $6,000, with $9,- | “Mississippi Rhythm” (Mono). Strikes” (EL) (reissues) plus three ™ . 
000 total in 5 day-daters. Last! Fairly good $12.000. Last week, acts of vaude. Modest $5,000. Last ‘Stratton’ Fine $12 000 Sones bin” a ene te 
week, good $15,700 with $28,500 in “Night Unto Night” (WB) and week, “California Straight Ahead” | ) ’ trol” (RKO) (reissues). oke $7 500 
6 houses. '“Streets San Francisco” (Rep), (FC) and “Hit Road” (FC) (re- B ff- ¢ ld’ L h 1G State (Par) (2 300: 50-70)-—~ 
Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) $9,000. issues) plus summer musical stage- U , 0 us ] “Champion” (UA) Solid $12.000 
—'‘‘My Last Mistress” (Indie) and; State (Loew) (3,500: 40-80)— show with four acts, fair $6,500. SS Last ae “Streets of taredo” , 


“Woman of Evil” (Indie) (3d wk). | “Stratton Story’ (M-G). Fairly Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000; | : lip . ‘ 
Near $2,000. Last week, oke $2,- strong $14,000. Last week, “Home 45-65)— “Blonde Bashful Bend” | sony gar be at Oo a > (400: 50-70)— 








300. of Brave” (UA) “Rusty Saves Life’ (20th) and “Tuna Clipper” (Mono). ,’; : “ Sta 48 
Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20- | (Col), $10,000. Robust $15,000. Last week, “Streets | ae anal a teheie —_ Para Sisk daumaee a. 
$2.40) — “Red Shoes” (EL) (25th! of Laredo” (Par) and “Alaska | Estimates for This Week Okay $3 000. Last week, “No Mi- | 
wk). Steady $5,500. Last week, L Patrol” (FC) medium $12,000. | Buffalo (Loew's) (3.500: 40-70)— nor Vices” (M-G), $2,400. 
smart $5,200. _ BA T0 BOGS DOWN BUT “ State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65) — | “Stratton Story” (M-G). Nice 
Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) Gay Amigo” (Col) and “Africa $12,000. Last week. “Edward, My 


sy soe Woman's Store” U- Siow! LADY’ 116, ‘COLO.’ 10G Szersy ‘V4; atadest, $21: 000, Son!" and” nomicae’ for HEAT TRIMS TORONTO: 


(U) and “Great Expectations” (U) Baltimore, June 21. 2d _ “Force of Evil” (M-G), good| Great Lakes (Par) (3.400: 40-70) | ‘ ’ 

(reissues) (2d wk-10 days), $2,600. | Trade here continues fairish with $13,000. | —“Colorado Territory” ees saad OUTPOST OKE $8 500 
; Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85/— no exceptional figures being hung ,. Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65) — “Mississippi Rhythm” (Mono). Fair : 
“Quartet” (EL) (4th wk). Neat $6- up. “Lady Gambles,” at Keith’s, Streets of Laredo” (Par) and $19 000. Last’ week. “Beautiful | Toronto, June 21. 
500. Last week, hefty $7,500. and “Colorado Territory,” at Stan. Alaska Patrol” (FC) (m.o.). Mod- Btonde” (20th). $11.000 _ Continued heat wave and lack 
ley. look best bets. Second session ¢rate, $4,500. Last week, “Nick | Hipp (Par) (3,400; 40-70)—“For- 0f top product still is hurting biz 


° ° ‘ ’ ‘of “The Stratton Story” is holding Beal” (Par) and “Streets of San pidden Street” (20th) “ _ here. “Beatiful Blonde” failed to 
Contino Unit Ups Urge ‘up exceptionally well at leew Francisco” (Rep), neat $6,500. able Cheat” (FC). Maas 2 rcp live up to expectations. “Outpost 


To Wow $25,000, Indpls. “<_< for This Week Rain Bolsters Seattle: 000. Last week. “Guadalcanal Di- i" Morocco” shapes comparative y 
’ 


ary” (20th) and “Purple Heart” better. “Calamity Jane” is very 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 


(20th) (reissues), $6,000. disappointing. 
Indianapolis, June 21. 60)—“Stratton Story” (M-G) (2d ‘ . 9 Lafayette (Basil) (3,000: 40-70) Estimates for This Week 7 
an Algeria La patos wk). Holding well at $13,000 after | Spring Sturdy $13,000 “Lust for Gold” (Col) and “Daugh-| Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
oui Uree.” counied with Dick Con big $17,200 opener. Seiiin 3 9 ter of West” (FC). Good $11,000. | State (20th Cent) (1,059, 955, 698 
oo eee pce with Wack On| Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240;| 1, Seatne gune 21. |Last week, “City Across River” 694; 36-60) — “Impact” (UA) and 
tino unit on stage, is going great 20-70)—“Johnny Allegro” (Col) pturn came in the weather with (y) and “Old Fashioned Girl” “Gay Amigo” (UA). Oke $10,000. 
guns at Circle. “Stratton Story” is plus vaude. Fairish $13,000. Last S°™€ rain helping biz a little (EL), $11,500. Last week, “Younger Bros.” (WB) ‘ 
oke in second week at Loew's but week, “Judge Steps Out” (RKO) Dut not as much as expected. Best) Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 42- and “Big Fight” (Mono), ditto 
Red Canyon” has rough going at and vaude. $10,900. bet ‘is Happens Every Spring at 70)—“Green Promise” (RKO) and Imperial (FP) (3 373: 40-70) — 
Indiana. | <a Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 20- oe Hall. “Illegal Entry” also “Judge Steps Out” (RKO). Mild “Beautiful Blonde” (20th). Very ‘ 
Estimates for This Week 60)—“‘Lady Gambles” (U). Nice ‘Pes okay at Coliseum. $7,000. Last week, “The Window” | cad $10,000. Last week, “Knock on 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 50- $11,000. Last week, “Illegal En- Estimates for This Week (RKO) and | “Fighting Fools” Door’ (Col) (2d wk), $9,500. 
ik Contine wat tastage, hock | tasks tomers) av ee ee tae | ee ee "International (Taylor) (605; 48- 
: me ———es SOLS alttle | appaport) (297; $1-$2.40) “Illegai Entry’ (U) and “Susanna , et ee 66) — “Quartet” (EL) (12th wk). 
—" we on hee shan Pre ae ao od _ _ ae or —_ Re Okay $7,500. Las | ‘Violence’-Barron Fair Still steady at $3,000 after nearly 
ut e 1e i . j afte : as > i a yi and “Daugh- | ° . as much last w 
ad Romngiy onstage, mild $17,000. round. — : ter of Jungle” (Rep), $7,700. 8 $18,000 in Offish Omaha Loew’s eg A 096: 40-70) — 
indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 20-65)— Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349: 50-84) Omaha. JX 21 ‘Outpost in Morocco” (UA). Okay 
Red Canyon” ‘U) and “Act of “Hellfire” (Rep). Okay $5,500. Last “Edward” (M-G) (2d =) wien Boxoffice is eng fai aoe thi $8 500. Last week, “Little Women’ 
ie os ce” (U) and “Fight. — “Impact” (UA) (2d wk), $4,- $4000 in 6 days ne $8 100. week with summer wecthes on tap. (M-G) (3d wk), $7. 500. 
: ss Cross” (U) and “Fight- 6 ’ ; ' 
; emm? (31, on . a ‘ week. Orpheum has “Act of Violence” Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— ( 
ing O'Flynn (U . $6,500. New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— Liberty (Theatr , with the Blue Barron band onstage “Big Cat” (EL). Light $10,000. 
_. oew's (Loew's) (2,450; 44-65)— “Happens Every Spring” (20th) (2d - y. eatres, Inc.) (1,650; put even upped prices won't help Last week, “Cardboard Cavalier” ‘ 
ea Met 7 aan tes at wk). Fine $7,000 after pleasing Gath; csi ta of bao ary total much. Keve Luke of films (EL) ditto. ‘ t 
elleve Ballroom” ‘Col) (2d wk). preem of $10,400. pier Mt utineers” (Col) (4th ing stage “" “ees . 70)—'‘We 
Rice ae ae ae ocak | ee ee ens wk). Good $6,500 after last week's heads supporting aaa. a me gg ey ores 70) hy 
opener. _ “Colorado Territory” (WB). Modest Big revue.” i ast week nvery 
Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65\—“Big $10,000. Last week, “Manhandled”’ Music Box ‘H-E) (850; 50-84) Estimates for T ts Week Spring” (20th) (2d Bee 000. | 
Cat” (EL) and “G-Man” (EL). Tepid (Par), thin $6,300. “Ma, Pa Kettle” (U) and “Homi- Orpheum ‘Tristate ) (3.000: 20- . Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-70) — 
$4,500. Last week, “Mummy's Town (Rappaport) (1.500; 35-65) cide” (WB) (4th wk). Off to $4,000 80)—“Act of Violence: ’ (M- G) with “Calamity J: =. 1 Bass” (U). 
Tomb” (Indie) and “Mummy's —‘‘Cover Girl” (Col) (reissue). Oke after oke $4,500 last stanza. Blue Barron orch onstage. Fair Disap einting 98 000. Last week, 
Ghost” (Indie), ‘reissues), oke $5,- $8,000. Last week, “Quartette” Music Hall '(H-E) (2,200; 50-84)— $18,000. Last week “Cover Up’ “City. Acr aan ”U) 2d wk), 
300 in 5 days. .(EL), disappointed at $7,300. | (Continued on page 20) j (Continued on ; age 20) | $6,500 Oss itiver ? i 
F) . 








tan, in int ak Oe, 
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Chi Improves; Lady’ Pert $14,000, NewFareBoosts Cincy; 'Rita’s Revival Dual Hot B.O. Stuff 


; ’ suns sic ‘Blonde’ Strong $14,000, 
1 ‘Laredo’ Same, ‘Wizard Crisp 17G, ‘Edward’ 116, 02 - On Bway, $20,000; Palace Vaudfilm 


Cincinnati, June 21 


| Entry’ Slim 106, Brave’ 24G, 4th seis 2s25- 8" OK $21,000, Hope-Prima Jivey 756, 2d 























1 is fronting four firstruns 
‘ Chicago, June + ; sah ater of Ge" wale really Broadway deluxers are limping, launches a new summer policy to- 
Glooms boxoffice situation geal Estimates Are Net Estimates for This Week along in sorry style this week, day, with greater number of seats 
is being lightened a bit with ad- Film gross estimates-as re- Albee (RKO! (3,100; 55-75)— even the best pictures and stage- SC#le at lower prices for both 
duct. Best entry ported herewith fr , “Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) (reissue). . ; matinee and night. 
yent of new pro uc J | € erewith from the vari- ee shows being damaged by the ; é ; 
r ks to be “Wizard of Oz” on re- ous key cities, are net, ie., Big $13,500. Last week, “Happens seen T “tty ahaa Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
r iooks t - without the 20% tax. Distribu. | Every Spring” (20th), stout $14,500, Cowndea ere Is no question | fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—Edward, 
it issue al United Artists, giving | tors share on net take . Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75'\— but that the current hot, dry spell | My Son” (M-G) with stagesnow (Ja- 
: eK take, when 2 ; ; : 
house best biz in months at crisp playing percentage, hence the “Edward, My Son” (M-G Good is cutting deeply into firstrun final | wk Barely okay $106,000 
$17,000. ° ‘Streets of Laredo” tery estimated figures are net in- laa Last week, “Barkleys of a So much =, heat for “i we after $115,000 for 
— lv well at Roosevelt come. Broadway” (M-G) (3d wk', $8,00U this area’s worst drought in 41 second, — 00k for Silver Lining” 
k go ay Gambles” at Grand shapes | The parenthetie admission Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75 years, with only scattered rain (WB) with Fourth of July pageant 
’ trim $14.000. Palace looks slim | prices, however. as indicated, “Night Unto Night” (WB Mod-. within the last 26 days) before Opens tomorrow (Thurs.) 
s with $10,000 on “Tilegal Entry. include the U. S. amustment erate $7,000. Last week, “Casa- June 22 is unusual and contrasts Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)\—“‘Iron 
“Barkleys of Broadway’’ at Ori-| __ tax. blanca” (WB) and “G-Men” (WB) sharply with the mild, wet month Crown” (Indie) (2d wk). Still doing 
ms rdon MacRae and (reissues), satisfactory $8,000 a year ago. nicely at $10,000 or near after 
d pg aioe ‘eae stageshow is Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75 Humid, hot weather Saturday smash $17,000 opener. In for run, 
n ae $49,000 on second frame. |—“Nick Beal” (Par). Fairish $6,- | and Sunday followed by Monday's with house painting permanent 
= EHome of the Brave” continues Daug er oll /500. Last week, “City Across (20) and yesterday’s (Tues.) terrific sign atop theatre building for this 
cs ith $24.- River” (U) (2d wk), neat $7,000. heat sent grosses tumbling. film 
strong in fourth stanza w I ne 000. g g 
000 at Woods. ‘a ie Palace (RKO) (2,600; 0-1 0)—— While the unusually warm Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
~ Estimates for This Week Fr Blonde Bashful Bend (20th) weather is taking the rap for the $1.25)—“Take False Step” (U), 
- . (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— in ] Hefty $14,000. ° Last week, “Colo- present decline in Broadway busi- Opens today (Wed.). Last week, 
ere ahhat Bend” (20th) with ? Sg Territory” (WB), modest $9,- ness, many showmen point to the “Johnny Allegro” (Col) (3d wk-9 
“Blonde s oU0. string of successively weak pic- days), $7,500 or less, slight. Seco 
= Joan Edwards and Al yet — Philadelphia, June 21, | Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-75)— tures as being veusensinie m y week un cake aaa > ae 
y (2d “eon phot slim $30,00 ast \, W arm, muggy weather and pub-| “Happens Every Spring” (20th) large extent. Managers believe a Roxy 20th 5 .88t 80-$1.80 
fi week, $4¢ i¢ apathy to pix is hurting first-| (m.o.). Breezy $6,500. Last week, turn in the current sluggish busi- « <A Al post 1 (Ofeh> 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— runs this week, grosses in some| ‘Woman's Secret” (RKO) plus ness tone should eventuate when Bes rend hg ili eto 
)) “C_Men” (FC) and Daughter of houses going to new lows. Of new! Louis Jordan orch, Paula Watson, schools are out and tourists start Sist " rey k "Doin y Bs .75 000 
|- West” (FC). Neat $6,000. Last product. only “Edward, My Son,” | others, onstage, at 64-94c scale, par arriving in N. Y. o gees eo oing oke $75,000 
: ‘de Ha : ! g - On vacations oy, ynder on holdover: first ‘ 
s week. “Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) at Karlton and “Undercover Man,” | $15,000. June 30. $90.000 wae he . fea Ses ey = 
e (3d wk), big $5,000. at ood Earle, are showing real Only two new bills opened up Stranger (20th) is iu gg xt N 
Ve (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— Strength ing ae vex sl Ester agey al 20th! is due in nex g 
“[ady Gambles” (U). Pert $14,000. Estimates for This Week | 6 ] oun ode on ‘on ‘_* hs e ” onan ee eee \ 
pee week. “Stratton Story” (M-G)! , Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99) — 0 Ora 0 hardly warranted holdovers ge al pc 
lath hee stam $7. 000. “Judge Steps Out” (RKO) Thin 3 tondedrane einem me og en State (Loew's) (3,450: 50-$1.50)— 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,900; 50- $8,000. Last week, “Jig-Saw” (UA), tude. of some showmen is _ that 7 ier a - appt. seco ~ 
98) — “Barkleys of Broadway” vaoee. e notifing would do sock trade right wa), Seventh session ended last 
(M-G) with Joey Bishop and Gor- Boyd (WB) (2.360; 50-99)—“Green Standout In K now and that it is better to coast — (Tues.) fell to $12,000 or 
» don MacRae headlining vaude (2d whey (RKO). bo $12,000. Last . e with current lineups and bring in ea Rng — een MG) 
wk). Excellent $49,000. Last week,| WeeX. Mourning Becomes Electra” | new fare to cash in on the July 4 oomo ee ™ ¢ (M-G 
big $59,000. bag nan i * Se Kansas City, June 21. | weekend. | CORSE CH ERE. <<. Se 
b Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— as and . 2 bl i 50-99)— Un-| Warmer weather and lightweight The Palace is doing surprisingly | “ee ag ; 756; 70-$1 50) - 
“Illegal Entry” (U) d “Rusty Gercover Man” (Col). Brisk $22,-) pix spell a light week currently. well, especially in view rat right Unto Night” (WB) with Phil 
.s Illega yntry an usty 5099. Last week. “El Paso” (Par) (2 pax i . 2 l pecially in view of what’ gyitainy orc! age (2d : 
, Saves a Life” (U). Weak $10,000. wk) Pare bye 1 Paso” (Par) (2d “Africa Screams and “Colorado other theatres are grossing, in this, Do ogy Baga sages oo ap —gghie a . 
S Last week. “Tarzan’s Magic Moun- Fos ‘ageh) (2.950: 50-99)—~""My ie geet the ped _ a, its fourth week of vaudfilm. With y nh fat ane fl aa _ eogs ; 
é tain” (RKO) and “Green Promise” a aia OS laa a as MP aac etme. oth moderate. “Mr. Belvedere” | “Roughshod” and new vaude line- dsl to al ia lt 
: (RKO), same. Moe ae can an ee wer agra to — — in third up it looks to reach nice $21,000. ee gr, ge i — 
« VA ° 4as re CK , . 1" reral] , oirure x ae F A *Yy ) y > vie ore 
Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)— Every Spring” (2 # - N's | wee at owel ptown- airway, House was heading for a higher mi : : wd . 
’ ’ yi v Spring (20th) (2d wk), oke Etimates for This Week figure : : be vs fe Don Cummings, Sonny Howard on- 
ws, ” Ti - _ y Z igure until bopped by Monday- ‘ 
“Cues “ anc Sr oo ory $15,000. | Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45-| Tuesday heat "eieeus combe ‘of stage opens Friday (24). 
ruest in House” (UA) (reissues). Goldman (Goldman) (1.200: 30-! @3)“Paisan” : 9 HE Fe re oy a ee ns Site , : 93 
- Minor $8,300. Last week, “Keep se : 200; 50-| 65)—“Paisan” (Indie) (2d wk). “Cover Girl’-“Never Lovelier” is|, Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
) ‘tm Wot’? ‘ cps pd 99)—*‘Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G).| Continues strong at $5,000, great | heading for sizable $20.000 ‘rj- $1.80)—‘‘Home of Brave” (UA) (6th 
Em Flying” (U) and “Ride ’Em ¢ 5 « 2 8 $20, at Cri 
k Cowboy” (U) (reissues) $8,800 Stout $20,000. Last week, Bark- for small house. Last week, huge terion, best this spot has done re-| Wk). Still making nice profit at 
A : ’ ’ : leys of Broadway” (M-G) (5th wk), | $7,000. cently: beauc »y-heyv ay- $11,000 or less atter $14,000 las 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 50-98) ; hed nett < ntly; eaucoup hey-hey Hay , I ss atter $14, ast 
if "Girests of Pape afl (p < Is Dandy $10,000 : Kimo (Dickinson) (550; $1.20- ) worth. week. Stays on, with no opening 
r $17.00. . I ts i ek ” “wy ——, Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 50-99) $2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (9th wk) “Sorrowful Jones” with Louis 0" “The Window” (RKO) set thus 
Bros.” (W . be 4c ounger —"Edward, My Son” (M-G'. One | Oke $2,000. Last week, $2,500. Prima band shapes best of second- 4": 
a ros.” (WB) (2d wk), $8,000. of best beis in town. Nice $16-| Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65) week bills with $75,000 at Para.|.Sutton (R&B) (561; 70-$1.20\— 
d Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 000. Last week, “City Across|—“Africa Screams” (UA) and : : Sa oly Gc) “Quartet” (EL) (13th wk). Twelfth 
s $2.40) — “Red Shoes” (EL) (26th River” (3d wk), $7,000 “Lucky Stiff” (UA). Besting aver-| Rory at $75°000 alse see is week ended last Monday (20) 
s “. Lda 2 « . > = 4 y @ A). ; PT- OXY at 5,000, also sec r feeK ende as onday é was 
), wk). Staunch $6,000. Last week, Mastbaum (WB) (4.360; 50-99)—| age at $13,000. Last week, “Cham- with “Happens Every ionaat oad down to $10,300 but still unusually 
* $6.800 ‘Lady Gambles”’ (U) (2d wk). Fair) pion” (UA) and “Valiant Hombre” | Andrews Sisters saniiine stage- | fine in view of length of run; 12th 
Il State- Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) $17,000 after oke $21,900 for initial (UA), hefty $18,000 in 8 days. ‘show. Elsewhere business varies round was $10,600. Continues in- 
e —‘“Edward, My Son” (M-G) (2d, Week. al . | Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65) | largely from passable to very ail det. 
wk), NSG $9,000. Last week, oke ,, Stanley WB) a a RY tl ay Os SL Estimates for This Week | 
“ 0 “Colorado Territory” (WB). Neat Sturdy $11,000, following long diet 
), 5 United Artists (B&K) (1.700: 50- $21,000. Last week, “Stratton of westerns at this son May Feat _ Astor (City Inv.) (1 ,300; 60- $1. aia 
‘, 98\—“Wizard of Oz” (M-G) ’ (re- Story” (M-G) (3d wk), $14,000. | week, “Bride of Vengeance” (Par), We Were Strangers” (Col) (9th | 
i issue.) Bright $17,000. Last week,|,,.5t@mten (WB) (1.475; 50-99)— | about same. wk). Eighth session ended ht ward risco 
). “Bride of Vengeance” (Par) (2d “Murder in Reverse” (Indie). Mild; Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox night (Tues.) was_ very slight 
‘ wk), $8,000. $9,000. Last week, “Johnny Apollo” Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) $5,000; seventh week was $7, O00 | 
). Woods (Essaness) (1.730: 98) (20th) and “Show No Mercy” (20th) |—“Belvedere to College’ (20th) ae Boundaries” (FC) opens June | 
” _ picc = « 
“Home of 4, (reissues), $8,000. _  |(d wk). Down to $12,000, espe- 77 : an oul, 
Hearty $2 f Brave” (UA) (4th, wh. Studio (Goldberg) (490; 50-99)— | cially good for warm weather. Bijou (City Inv.) (589; 91.90-| 
= *, “Quartet _ (EL) (7th wk). Ending’ Last week, slight $16,000. $2.40)—"‘Red Shoes” (EL) (35th | San Franci June 21. 
1) Fun at $3,500. Last week, okay $4,- | | Wk). Shaping up well with instal- | : ne See 
‘lation of cooling system last week,| Biz is on dullish side here this 


K. e 800. ‘ ae ’ 1 ; 
i- D . | Trans-Lux (T-L.) (500;  $1.20- Spring - C-Man Rugged |and may reach $8,500; last week, Week but “Edward, My Son,” is do- 
sve Im ] $2.40)—""Red Shoes” (EL) (26th $9,000. Stays on. ing okay at the St. Francis. Backed 


'wk). Closing notices up, looks fine $ Capitol (Loew’s) (4 ; @18 | by excellent bally and reviews, it 
$6,000. Last week. nearly as much, 17, 000 Tops Slow Prov. |—“Neptune’s eemihee” “ae will be standout with a sockeroo 


3 a . 
9 puciscneneniiaieniciiamets De Providence, June 21. — with Alvino Rey orch, Jerry Lester, . ssion. Ri a for Gold” also 
Wer -Vaude 21G prrr STILL ON SKIDS: scttsmzens, Brey Sete? is et: Vasabonds heading siageshow tad SIRES, fond atthe "Orpheum, 
d, ting a surprisingly nice play at the wk). Down to $58.000 or less after Color ado rerritory _and Green 


‘ ’ Majestic. This is unusual because okay $65,000 first week. Goes a Promise’ are disappointing 
CHAMPION $0-S0 14 the current heat wave has all other third, with “Any Number Can Estimates for This Week 


Washington, June 21. 


There's li es stands complaining. State is slow Play” (M-G) : ; | : “% ; ; ee 
. annines renee ge along town's Pittsburgh, June 21. | with “Force of Evil.” |i ,~ ‘ : G bo nt . : 2. ~ _— ae 60-85) 
Z tig rrently following pat-| Biz still is on the skids down-| Estimates for This Week Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) | {— tareen * romise KO) and 
. tern of recent weeks. “City Across town. Steaming hot weather, to-| Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 7, a, yo (Col) and Never sitane Spon Out (RKO). Thin 
t the River” at Capitol with vaude g¢ther with baseball crowds de- | “Hitler’s Children” (RKO) and Hayworth pe “ ag (RKO) aad eee he pe ghey: 
y looks nice. “Colorado Territory” Spite Pirates being way down in “Behind Rising Sun” (RKO) ‘re- peter, best in several weeks, Last | (reissues), very nice $14,500. a 
y at the W * |league standing, has been keeping | issues). Mildish $10,500. Last week, yoo, ’ “Tegal Entry” (U). pa ry | nth Pe oa ggg 
arner, somewhat above the Golden Triangle rather empty. “Green Promise” (RKO) and thin $13.000. and poe il » very) Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—"Colo- 
P average of recent weeks, is still in Hence. theatres are taking it on “Judge Steps Out” (RKO), $12.00.“ Gione” (pe. , |rado Territory” (WB) and “Hide- 
, nae eaten ‘the chin. Penn's, doing the best | | Carlton (Fay). (1,200; | 44-6.)— ‘Cuamoion (UAS tilts ky Tat week Happ ia tvety dota! 
1 stimates for with “Champion,” but only ordi- “Night Unto Night” | ) NG | eas : 7 pete | Oe -eK, “Happens Every Spring” 
; Capitol (Loew’s) ee tise mary, while “Colorado Territory” | “Moonrise” (WB). Dim $4,000. Last Still eo + he “—a only $8,500 (20th) and “C-Men” (FC), pleasing 
“City Across River’ (U) — keeps the Stanley in its slump. | week, reissues. oral gs Fhe — $10,000 last | $17,500. 
; / vaude. G Plus Nothing much either for “Lady| Fay’s (Fay) 1,400; 44-65)—“Ma, WeexX. _ Movie Crazy” (reissue)| Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
) ood $21, 000. Last week, G bles” Harris |p Kettle” (U) d “Last Bandit” comes in July Zz l*To 0 Pine” Daw) « 667° ee 
“Blonde Bashful Bend” (20th). with ambles” at Harris. | ' | Pa Kettle” an ast Bandi Mayfair (Brandt) (1 Lones me ine” (Par) and “Gero- 
. vaude, $19,000. Estimates for This Week (Rep). Fair. $6,000. Last week, Mayfair ran t) 136; 50-$1.20) | nimo” (Par) (reissues). Nice $16,- 
Keith’s (RKO) ( | Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80) — | “Red River” (UA) and “Curley” — Lonesome Pine” (Pir) (reissue) 000. Last week, ‘“Manhandled” 
4 “Johnny All ” hone 44-80)— «1 ady Gambles” (U). Fair week- (UA), $5,000. (2d wk). Fair $9,000 after fairly (Par) and “Special Agent” (Par), 
‘ 000. Last + G (Col). Slow $8- end but only $10,000 looms.) Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 800d $13,000 opener. “Red Men-  $17.500. 
* (U), good $12,000. Illegal Entry” [act week. “Blonde Bashful Bend” “Happens Every Spring” (20th) and ace (Rep) opens Saturday (25). | St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85)—~ 
| a (20th), went to pieces after fast “C-Man” (FC). Very hefty $17,000. Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— “Edward, My Son” (M-G). Wham 
, rt Lae (WB) (1,163; 44-74) start, weak $9,500. Last week, “Younger Bros.” (WB) “Roughshod” (RKO) with new $18,000. Last week, “Streets of La- 
y o68u te (WB) (reissue). Okay Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3.300; 45-80) and “Homicide” (WB), $10,000. vaude. Nice $21,000, still in the redo” (Par) (3d wk), $6.500. : 
$5 Last week, “Hellfire” (Rep), —‘“Champion” (UA). Passable $14,-| Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- black. Last week, “Song of India” Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448: 55 
5.500 for firstrun. 000, but disappointing. Last week, 65)—“Penitentiary” (Col) and (Col) and vaude, $19,000, lowest to g5)“Tust for Gold” (2,448; 55- 
y Palace (Loew's) (2,370: 44-74\— “Streets of Laredo” ‘Par’, satis- “Women in Prison” (Col) ‘reissues’. date on this policy but still profit- “Kazan” (C . Ge , ; a and 
“Streets of Laredo” (Par). Slow factory $15,500. Meek $4,500. Last week, “Ride "Em able. “Green Promise” (RKO) exer 7 st er ok Ma ze, pd 2 
$15,000. Last week, “Champion” Stanley (WB) (3.800; 45-80) — Cowboy” (U) and “Keep ‘Em Fly- with vaude opens tomorrow (17) ; fs bom S "ly. + er 
: (UA), disappointing $16, 000. “Colorado Territory” (WB). Pick- ing” (U) (reissues), $4,800. ‘Thurs.). wh) auny @8.a00 oe gees (2d 
; Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 50-85'— ings have been terrible at this WB State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65'— Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55- Sieh — = oz 
“Quartet” (EL) (7th wk). Zoomed @eluxer of late and this western | “Force of Evil” (M-G) and “Lucky $1.50\—‘“Sorrowful Jones” | (Par) _.United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
to $6,000. Last week, $4, 500. will be lucky to get $10,000. Last Stiff’ (M-G). Slow $15,000. Last with Louis Prima orch, others, on- 53-35)—" Home of Brave” (UA) (2d 
4 War ( a : week. “Outpost In Morocco” (UA), week, “Champion” (UA) and stage (3d wk). Holding well. Sec- wk a Okay $9,000. Last week, hefty 
: ( ner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)— $10,500. “Crime Doctor’s Diary’ (M-G), ond seven days hit after nice $14,500. 
y “aan Territory” (WB). Okay Warner (WB) (2.000: 45-80!) — $21,000 75,000 after $83,000 opener. Now Stagedoor (Ackerman) (370: $1.20- 
Mal cape Last week, “Undercover “Manhandled” (Par) and “Special Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) slated to stay here five weeks. $2.40'\—“'Red Shoes” (EL) (4th wk). 
: % ‘ol!, $11,000. Agent” (Par). Nothing but apathy —‘Lust for Gold” (Col) and “Lost Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20- Fine $8,500. Last week, $9,500. 
.Vrans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80\— for this, dim $5,000. Last week, Tribe” (Col). Opened Monday (20). $2.40\—‘‘Hamlet” (U) (39th wk). Esquire (No. Coast) (955: 55-85)— 
lulsa” (EL) (2d wk). Satisfactory “Mourning Zecomes Electra” Last week, “Streets of Laredo” Thirty-eizghth week ended last “Home of the Brave” (UA) (2d wk). 





$6.500. Last week, less than ex- (RKO) and “Woman's Secret” (Par) and “Secret of St. Ives” (Col) night (‘Tues.) was okay $8,200 atter Down to $6,500. Last week, sock 
Pected, $7,500. ‘(RKO), $6,000. | (2d wk), mild $6,500. .$8.600 for 37th session. House $10,500. 
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MOTION 
STATEMEN 


I have commented on t 
statement placed on Monday, June 6. in the 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, on pages 7367-7368. 
At that time, to invite attention 
to an excellent motion picture, the Universal F 
International semidocumentary film. Illegal) 
Entry, whose world premiere will be held t0o- ie 
night in Washington. From all reports which 
I have received, this picture should be see! 4 
py every American not only as: | 
(a) An exciting film in its own right. but 
(bp) As & patriotic inspiration on the worth 
of border patrol officers; and . 
(c) AS an education in this V 


illegal entries. 
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Screenplay by MAURICE GERAGHTY & MELVIN LEVY 
Produced by LEONARD GOLDSTEIN 
Directed by GEORGE SHERMAN 
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Govt. Loan to Company Making Yank 
TV Shorts Stirs British Film Biz 


’ 


London, June 21. 


Granting of a loan by the Film 
Finance Corporation to Parthian 
Productions to make a series of TV 
pix for the U. S. market, is arous- | 
ing strong adverse reaction among | 
British producers. They claim the 
State Bank was set up primarily 
to insure adequate supply of quota 
screen product and was not intend- 
ed to offer rival entertainment for 
another country. Fact that the 
completed programs may be avail- 
able also for British TV is disturb- 
ing local exhibs and the issue is 
expected to be raised at the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Conference 
at Gleneagles next week. 

Meanwhile, production is under 
way at Carlton Hill Studios on the 
first series of 13 based on the Ho- 
garth Puppets. These are being 
completed at the rate of one per 
day. Initial series will be finished 
within the next fortnight and will 
be shipped immediately to N. Y. 
where they will be made available 
to TV stations and sponsors. 

When the first 52 -are in the can, 
Parthian will lay off for a month 
before starting four series, each of 
which will be 30-minute films. First 


two decided upon are a crime | 
series and group of coincidences 


based on short stories. These will 
cost around $4.000 apiece, or twice 
as much as the others. 

Series are being produced by 
Henry Hobhouse, director of Parthi- 
an and one-time CBS director in 
New York. Desmond Davis, free- 


lance TV director, is doing the di- | 


rection, 


10-Point Plan Offered 
By British Reds to Aid 


Pix vs. U.S. ‘Domination’ 


London, June 14. 


Ready-made solution for the 
British film industry in its present 
crisis is offered in a 10-point plan 
put forward by the Communist 
party in a pamphlet entitled “The 
Great Film Lock-Out.” 





After knocking the Americans, | 


who are painted as the obvious, un- 
questioned villains of the piece, the 
British Commies submit their idea 
of “a minimum program” for an 
independent national film industry. 

First point is the acquisition of 
between 500 and 600 picture the- 


atres to provide a fourth state- | 


owned circuit. Product would 
come from a state distributing 
‘house, which would handle films 
made in a state-owned studio either 
by direct government production 


or by independents using the na-| 


tionalized stages on a cost basis. 

Other proposals are for the 
“more elastic’ operation of the 
State Films Bank, a tax on im- 
ported non-British films and state 
powers to take over labs, studios, 
distribution setups or theatres 
which discriminate against the 
state. And just to make sure that 
British films get a break they ad- 
voeate the re-establishment of an 
adequate distribs quota and an in- 
crease in exhibs quota. 

Blaming the British government 
for its failure to interfere with the 
general structure of the industry 
today, the authors of the pamphlet, 
who are described as being a group 
of Communist film workers, say 
that such action would bring 
Britain into direct conflict with 
U. S. interests ‘‘which dominate 
the present structure and run 
counter to the whole scheme of 
political and economic junior part- 
nership to American big business.” 





‘Tears’ London Revival 
May Get Limited Run 


London, June 21. 

Revived after 13 years, Terence 
Rattigan’s “French Without Tears,” 
which staved more than two years 
in the West End on its original 
presentation, is not likely to re- 
peat its former success. First 
night reception at the Vaudeville 
last Wednesday (15) _ indicated, 
however, that it retains some of 
its popularity as a laughter-maker 
and likely will get a limited run. 

Moira Lister, Clive Morton and 
Robert Flemying score in principal 
roles, the latter also being respon- 
sible for the direction. He is the 
only member ot the original 1936 
cast. 








Heat, Sandstorms Hurt 
20th Unit in Morocco 


Rabat, June 17. 
Twentieth-Fox’s location shoot- 


ing of “Black Rose” in French 
Morocco has been running into 
plenty of climatic trouble. Aver- 


age temperature for the last two 
weeks has hovered around 115 de- 


Launch Jap Radio Agency 


Tokyo, June 14. 


Japanese Radio Regulatory 
Agency, nation’s first autonomous 
government body to control its air- 
waves, was inaugurated today (15) 
in a special ceremony keynoted by 
a speech by Brig. Gen. George I. 
Back, chief of Civil Communica- 
tions Section in Gen. MacArthur’s 
Readquarters. The agency will con- 
trol the assignment of frequencies, 
transmitter power, etc., similar to 


the functions of theeFCC in the 
U. S. 

Heretofore, these matters were 
handled by the Communications 


Ministry itself. 





| 
| 
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Belinda’ Paces U.S. Pix in Argentina 
This Year: Arch, ‘Search Also Sock 


Buenos Aires, June 14. 

_ “Johnny Belinda” (WB) is prov. 
ing the top grosser of all U, § 
films in Argentina this year, rak. 
ing in $165,500 in 17 weeks played 
at the Opera, Roca, Normandie and 
Suipacha. . Picture still is current 
at _the Suipacha, and may top 
$170,000 before run is ended in 
this country. 

“Arch of Triumph” (UA). whie 
| followed “Belinda” into the tee 
did only fairly well, grossing $67.- 
800 in six weeks on Opera and 





ba 


Claim ‘Voice of Argent.’ 
Not Unlike Nazi Show 


Montevideo, June 14. 
Interested parties who have been 
| monitoring the ‘‘Voice of Argen- 
tina’ shortwave broadcasts claim 
'these a fair carbon copy of the 
| broadcasts which formerly came 
lout of Berlin for Latin America 





grees and sandstorms have been a 
common daily routine. Recently, 
high winds knocked over the cam- 
eras, forcing director Henry Hatha-| 
way to suspend work temporarily. | 
Hathaway, Tyrone Power, | 

| 


Frankovitch Sets 3 Pix 
For Joint Italo Prod.; 
Rep to Release in U. S. 


Rome, June 14. 

Venus Productions, headed by 
Mike Frankovitch of Hollywood, 
announced plans for three films to 
be made in Italy in collaboration 
| with Scalera Films of Rome. “Dark 
Road,” a Philip Yordan script from 
a novel by Doris Niles Disney, will 
be the first, with production start- 
ing by July 15. Credito Lombardo, 
a Banking Syndicate of Milan, will 
furnish the Italian money for the 
Italo-American deal, amounting to 
$2,500,000 for the three films. 

Sidney Salkow of Hollywood will 
direct and Republic will release in 
all English - speaking countries. 
'Sealera will handle all other re- 
leases. The films will be made in 
English, with other countries using 
the dubbed versions. Location 


shots im Venice, Genoa, Amalfi and 
Capri, will be handled by a second 


Welles and a few technicians com- 
prise the entire American person- 
nel in the production crew since | 
the picture is being made under 
foreign quota regulations. 





Top Dates For 
Fuller-Carro 


Sydney, June 14. 
The Sir Ben Fuller-Garnet Car- 
roll legit combo is lining up ace 
talent and shows for Down Under | 
territory. Scheduled are Maurice | 
Chevalier, “Streetcar Named De- 
sire,” Champs Elyses Ballet, Beni- 
amino Gigli and “Volpone.”’ 
F-C currently have ‘Present 
| Laughter,” “Rusty Bugles” and the 
National Grand Opera troupe play- 
ing to sock biz. Securing of the 
Palace here for legit on deal with | 
freee Theatres and —e on 
{lengthy lease gives the combo a . 4 tie 
key playing spot for imported fare. | unit during the 50-day schedule. 
A. Ben Fuller, son of Sir Ben, | Joan Leslie, Janice Carter and 
|is currently in London booking | Marilyn Nash are mentioned for 
| talent. He'll go to N. Y. before re-| the cast. Others likely will 


| pate . | : ° 
| turning here. Italy's Massimo Serrato, 


HUDDLE ON INGRID’S 
_ TTALIAN PIC DELAY 





| liam C. Tubbs. 

Frankovitch has been in Italy 
over six months studying condi- 
tions and preparing his scripts and 

Rome, June 21. getting official permission to use 
Ingrid Bergman, star of “God’s the Qirinale Palace, Trevi Foun- 
Earth,” being made in Stromboli, | tain and Palazzo San Pietro to pro- 
_and Roberto Rossellini, director of duce the documentary effect. 


'film, came in to discuss contract 
Aussie Exhibs to Fight 





|fulfillment with Harold Lewis, 
| Howard Hughes’ rep here, and to 
| iron out legal details. 

Picture is behind on its 10-week 
|shooting schedule and the huddles 
‘are understood to have taken up Sydney, June 14. 
angles to speed progress. Weather| Aussie exhibs are sore over dis- 
| conditions, eruptions of a nearby | tribs okaying radio adaptations of 
'voleano and depletion of raw stock | top pix played weekdays and Sab- 
are said to have caused the delay. baths over local 
|It likely will be necessary to find | Exhibs are now understood ready 
‘shooting locations other than on to send direct representation to 
the little island off the coast of | pic producers in U. S. end England 
‘Sicily, but no site has been picked | to curb the practice. 

yet. Reported that if the offending 
distribs, said to be mainly British, 
decline to halt the radio adapta- 


India Pix Houses Closing ‘tions, exhibs will refuse to book 
To Protest Govt. 60% Tax °°" "=" 


Madras, June 14. 
Cinema theatres all over India 
will close June 30. Closure is de- 
signed to protest against exorbi- 
tant rates of entertainment tax. 

President of Indian Motion Pic- | 
ture Producers Assn. said the gov- 
ernment is taking 60% as tax. 
Closure was originally scheduled 
for June 1. 

The Madras government has now 
come up with a new tax on cinema 
theatres. A tax of $1.60 is to be 
levied per show on every cinema 
house in the city from July 1 on- 
wards. Similar tax ranging from 
| $1 to $1.35 is to applied against all 
theatres in the province, depend- 
ing on the size of the town. Fi- 
nance Minister hopes to raise 
$460.000 pe. year from this source. 

Casino manager called the new 
tax ‘nothing but persecution.” The 
Minerva manager called it ‘‘the last | 
straw on the camel’s back.” 














Civic Op in Vancouver 
Rows Over Coin Split 


Vancouver, June 21. 


tion of its profits has turned the 
Treatre-Under-the-Stars here into 
a political football. This enterprise 
_which is financed by city, has nut 
of $100,000 each season. The six- 
week season, staged in Stanley 
Park, includes operettas and musi- 
cal comedy. 

Board of Park Commissioners 
sponsors the project, but one fac- 
tion is opposed to giving J. Gor- 
don Hilker, local impresario and 


profits besides a retainer. Social- 
ist faction of the body feels Hilker 


year—with profits turned over to 
the project. 








Joe Green to Europe for Pix 
_ Joseph Green, head of Globe 
Film Distributors, Inc., and treas- 
of 


Upped Swedish Tax Cuts Sales | 
Washington, June 21. 


Hiked amusement tax rate in yo i Hyams-Green theatres, 
° . ° ° qT > P ~ reoctardaw 
Sweden is bringing the government 52@Ue¢ for Europe yesterday 


bef ip s.) oO » v7 7 ae 
more income but has reduced the Tue on the Queen Mary. 





number of tickets sold by 6.8°%,| In a six-week trip abroad, Green 
U. S. Department of Commerce re- | Will visit five countries in search 
ports. , of new product. 

Commerce Department com-) 


mented that “theatre owners state 
the public is reluctant to buy tick- 
ets to the most expensive seats 
even on weekends.” | 


Other Foreign News 
On Page 16 








be | 
Binnie 
Barnes, Edouardo Cianelli and Wil- | 


Pix Radio Adaptations 


radio stations. | 


An argument over the disposi- | 


should be paid a flat sum each | 


during Hitler’s regime. The simi- 
larity was found in the voices of 


|some announcers and news com- 
jmentators rather than any perfec- 


tion of organization. 

An unidentified Argentine, com- 
monly known as “Don Pepe,” was 
one of the Spanish-speaking broad- 


castefs used by the Berlin setup | 
Monitors | 
are beginning to suspect the same | 
| voice 


when Nazism held sway. 


is being used by Buenos 
Aires. 


Filipino Censors 
Study Pic ‘Insult’ 








Manila, June 14. 
Premiere of the local Tagalog 
| production, “‘Kung Sakali Ma’t 


| Salat” (“Just in Case’) was held 

at the Avenue theatre, Manila’s 
| leading cinema.- The presentation 
|was under the auspices of the 
_Philippine Newspaper Guild, local 
| newsmen’s union. 


| Directed by Paquito Bolero, the | 


| production is the initial effort of 
Bayani Pictures’ Corp., a company 
| of film technicians and actors who 
pooled their resources. The pic- 
ture depicts a newspaperman’s life 


and loves. In the leading roles 
are Domingo Principe, Anita 
Linda, Victor Seville, and Rita 


Rivera, all veterans of the local 
| Stage. 


Capt. F. M. Verano, Malacanan 
Palace assistant attached to the of- 
fice of the presidential press sec- 
retary, lodged a vigorous 
with the board of censors against 
showing of the picture, which he 
| branded as “one of the most out- 
rageous and rankly immoral mo- 
tion pictures” and “decidedly in- 
sulting to the Filipino race, espe- 
cially to Filipino womanhood.” 

Acting on Verano’s protest, the 
censors’ board decided to consider 
the matter, make an immediate 
and thorough study of the film, 
and will hold another preview of 
it before deciding on Verano’s pro- 
test. 





RADIANT FILMS TO REP 


| 


 CINECOLOR IN EUROPE 


London, June 14. 

Radiant Films, Ltd., closed a deal 
with Cinecolor under which the 
British company becomes sole 
|European concessionaire on the 
‘American process. Edward Hart of 
Cinecolor is now discussing tech- 
nical details with Radiantcolor 
| technicians. 

The deal is a sequel to the in- 
ability of Cinecolor to obtain per- 
mits to build its own processing 
plant in Britain. First batch of 
Cinecolor pix to be handled at the 
Radianteolor labs include “Un- 
tamed Breed,” “Gallant Blade,” 
“Mickey,” “Northwest Stampede,” 
\“Black Gold,” “Strawberry Roan,” 
'“Adventures of Gallant Bess,” 
“Red Stallion of the Rockies,” “Er- 
chanted Valley” and “Coroner's 
Creek.” 





overseer of TUTS, a share in the | 


Hwood Westerns’ Queen 
In All-Italian Film 


Rome, June 14. 

Virginia Belmont, has been 
signed to play the distaff lead in 
the Italian film, “Il Bacio di una 
Morta” (‘The Kiss of a Dead 
Woman”) for Flora Films, headed 
by Guido Brignone. Peter Trent, 
British film actor, will play the 
male lead. Both Miss Belmont and 
Trent will speak Italian. 

Miss Belmont, who have seen in 
westerns with Jimmy Wakely, 
Johnny Mack Brown, Bill Boyd 
and Jim Bannon, is married to Al- 
berto Califano, manager of the Mo- 
cambo restaurant in Hollywood. 


protest | 


Roca day-date run. Dark horse of 
the season thus far has been a 
Spanish picture, “Joan the Mad.” 
| which has been at the Broadway 
since May 4, doing $20,000 in the 
first three weeks, a record for a 
Spanish film. “Le Corbeau.” 
French film, went 16 weeks at the 
Biarritz and Los Angeles, grossing 
$47,400. 
Other Hollywood pix to do well 
are “The Search” (M-G), $47,400 in 
10 weeks at Metropolitan; “Family 
Honeymoon” (U) which went two 
weeks each at Roca and Metropoli- 
| tan, doing $39,000 and “Gone With 
| Wind” is still at Radar after 36 
| weeks, and has $84,600 total. 
National product, which has been 
high-jacking top dates, has come 
very near these figures. “Don Juan 
Tenorio,” starring Luis Sandrini, 
grossed around $10,000 weekly for 
|nine weeks at Gran Rex. “Juan 
| Globo,” with the same star, ran 
four weeks at Rex and Luxor. “Se 
Ilamaba Carlos Gardel” grossed 
$33,200 at Monumental and Gran 
Palace in seven weeks. ‘Mujeres 
que Bailan,” Nini Marshall's last 
pie, is still on at the Monumental 


after four weeks, having done 
| $19,000 in first week. 
“June Bride” (WB) is in third 


week at Premier and Ideal while 

“The Swordsman” has run the 

| same number of weeks. RKO has 

_ “Velvet Touch” at the Gran 
ex. 


| French 5-Man Expedition 
| To Shoot So. American 
_ Films in Goodwill Tour 


Designed to bring about better 
cultural relations between France 
and South American countries, a 
Mfive-man film expedition .is sched- 
|uled to leave Paris next month for 
| Brazil where it will start a 16- 
'month tour of 11 lanas. Sponsored 
| by a number of French universi- 
_ties and museums, the group plans 
to shoot two features and a quan- 
tity of documentary shorts. Some 
|of the product is intended for 
theatrical distribution and _tele- 
'vision while the balance will be 





handled in non-theatrical chan- 
nels. 
Much of* the expedition’s films 


i screened over French and 
British television stations, accord- 
ing to Zygmunt Sulistrowski, di- 
rector of Le Monde Par Le Film, 
| which is backing the junket in as- 
' sociation with Gallic cultural in- 
|stitutions. In New York to make 
/arrangements for the venture with 
United Nations officials, Sulistrow- 
ski said that U. S. television out- 
lets would probably handle part of 
the forthcoming pix. 

One full-length feature will deal 
| with the Indians in Brazil’s Ama- 
_zon region. Other feature’s locale 
is to be ip Bolivia and Chile. Ex- 
/pedition’s agenda also calls for 
the recording of native music, 
songs and special sound effects as 
| well as broadcasting in South 
|America records of French “atmos- 
phere” and music. Five-man unit 
| will cover its itinerary by two 
specially-equipped cars. 


| 





Start Widmark-Tierney 
Pic in London by Aug. 


London, June 21. 
“The Night in the City” likely 
will go into production here for 
_20th-Fox in middle of August. This 
'is the Richard Widmark-Gene 
| Tie.ney starrer. ; 
Sam Engel is producer while 
Jules Dessin will direct. 











. AMG BREAKING UP UFA 

Frankfurt, June 14. 
UFA film studios in Wiesbaden, 
Afifa, have been ordered sold by 
American Military Government to 
an independent contractor 
Sale is part of the concerted 
drive to decentralize UFAS 
monopoly on German film produce 


} tion. 
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VARIETY HEADLINES ON M-G-M’s een: 


“‘BARKLEYS OF BROADWAY 


(Technicolor) 


“Boston Big!” 
“Cheers Buffalo!” 
: “Cincinnati Terrif!” 
3 “Mi lis Oke!” 
inneapolis Oke 
| / “Chicago Hefty! Tops?” 
“Providence Bright!” 
“Paces St. Loo!” . 
“Cincinnati 3rd Week Good 
After Solid 2nd!” 
“Pittsburgh Best Bet!” 
“Washington Great!” 
“Boston 2nd Week Nice!” 
‘Kansas City Brisk!” 
‘*BARKLEYS’ Big in Dull Philly!” 
“Frisco 3rd Week Nice!” 
"New York Record Heat on 
Broadway but ‘BARKLEYS'’ 
Bright!” 





VARIETY HEADLINES ON M-G-M’s 


“STRATTON STORY’ 


“Cleveland Snags Record!” 
| S3\ 





“Washington Socko. Tops!” 
“Philly Leader!” 
“Pittsburgh Wham!” 
‘New York Solid!” 


Lip 
“Indianapolis Socko!”’ Us ( 
“Philly 3rd Week Neat!” LD, 


VARIETY HEADLINES ON M-G-M’s 


“LITTLE WOMEN °:10:.2.0 


“Detroit Big!” 
“Indianapolis Big!” 
“Louisville Lusty!” 
“Minneapolis Stout!” 
“Cincinnati Big!” 
“St. Louis Fat!” 
“Toronto Good!” 
“Philly Giant! Topper!” 
“Los Angeles Large!” 
“LITTLE WOMEN’ Big!” 





VARIETY HEADLINES ON M-G-M’s 


“TAKE ME OUT TO 
THE BALL GAME’...:.:....; 


“Louisville Slugger!” 
“Wows Slow Frisco!’ 
“St. Louis Wham!” 
“Kansas City Bang-up!” 
“Boston Hotsy!”’ 
“Philly Hot!” 
“Louisville Tops!” 
“Chicago Sockeroo!” 
“Omaha Socko!” 
“Los Angeles Sockeroo!” 
“Portland Hot!” 
“Cops Denver!” 
“Cincinnati Smash Despite Heat!” 








HEADLINES SOON ON M-G-M's 
“NEPTUNE’S DAUGHTER” (Technicolor) 


“EDWARD, MY SON” » “ANY NUMBER oS»: 
CAN PLAY” + “THE GREAT SINNER” 
“IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME” 


(Technicolor) » “MADAME BOVARY’” 
“BATTLEGROUND and plenty more! 
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Switzerland Prefers Drama Standards; 
Yank Pictures Nip European Threat : 


By GEORGE MEZOEFI + 


Zurich, June 12. 

The effect of the U. S. on Switz- 
erland’s amusement industry 
mains sharply evident in all 
phases, 
theatre, motion pictures, 
ville or music. Especially 
tures is this obvious. 

Legit here in the past year or so 
showed once more _ that the 
Swiss public is very conservative 
and rather suspicious towards new 
plays or operas, with very few ex- 
ceptions. Looking upon last sea- 
son's schedules of Stadttheatre and 
Schauspielhaus Zurich, and Stadt- 
theatre Berne and Basle ‘(of which 
the latter two embrace drama, Oop- 
era, operetta and ballet), one finds 
that the standard works are by far 
ahead of any new ones. Stadtthea- 
tre Zurich, for example, had its 
greatest number of perform: nces 
with operas like Richard W agner s 
“Flying Dutchman,” Verdi's ‘Tro- 
vatore,’ Puccini’s “Turandot” and 
Mozart’s “Nozze di Figaro,’ and 
operettas by Lehar, Johann Strauss 
and Leo Fall. 


vaude- 
in pic- 


Schauspielhaus Zurich is one of | 


here trying to 
present classical and modern lit- 
erature on an even scale. How- 
ever, its position is in a way much 
easier than that of all the others, 
since Schauspielhaus is a purely 
dramatic stage and excludes operas 
and operettas. In 1947-48, for in- 
stance, hit No. 1 was Carl Zuck- 
maver’s “Captain of Koepenick,” 
a modern play. Successful were 
also Cocteau’s ‘Eagle With Two 
Heads” and Van Druten’s “I Re- 
member Mama,” whereas the same 


the few theatres 


author’s “Voice of the Turtle” was 
a flop. 
All the less important Swiss 


stages, such as Lucerne, St. Gallen, 
Biel, Solothurn, etc., follow the 
key cities or fill their programs 
with revivals of classics and stand- 
ard works. Geneva and Lausanne 
are strongly dominated by French 
authors and also devote a good 
deal of their schedule to French 
guest troupes and stars. 

Works by Swiss authors are rela- 
tively scarce and generally don’t 
come through too well. Swiss pro- 
ductions, in most cases, only find 
interest inside the country and 
very rarely cross the borders to 
stages abroad. One of the few out- 
standingly talented Swiss authors 


is Max Frisch, from Zurich, whose | 


“They're Singing Again,’ 
and 


dramas, 
“Santa Cruz’ 
Wall,” 
fully 


Czechoslovakia. 
Pictures 
Switzerland is dominated by | 


U. S. pictures. 

All American pictures are being | 
shown in original version, with) 
German and French subtitles in 
German Switzerland and Tessin 


{Italian-speaking part of the coun- | 
in | 


try), and mostly synchronized 
Fiench in French-speaking Switz- 
erland (Geneva, Lausanne, etc.). 
Examples have shown that Ger- 
man-synchronized versions are no 
longer as popular as they were 
before the war in the cities, 
cause a 
of the population than before un- 
derstands English. 


Although U. S. pix are on top, | 
European pix have gained consid- | 


with the Swiss. public. 
Vaudeville and Music 

During the war years Switzer- 
Jand was almost entirely cut off 
from abroad on vaudeville and mu- 
sic. Therefore, after the war there 
was great interest in regaining 
contact with other countries, espe- 
cially France and the U. S., for 
classical music. And 1948 brought 
the climax as to the number of 
stars, bands and troupes from 
abroad appearing on Swiss stages 
and concert-halls. 


erably 





Foreign Films Clicking 
In Canadian Northwest 
Vancouver, June 21. 
Foreign pictures, which always 
found the going tough in this part 
of Canada, appear finally to have 
caught on. “Paisan” went over 
big here despite hot weather and 
a general biz slump. Playing in 
International Cinema, film was 
nearly capacity for two weeks. 
In competition to “Paisan,” an- 
other Italian’ pic, “Shoeshine,” 
went six days in the 449-seat Stu- 
dio. Built for such pix, house un- 
til now has been having a rough 
time. 


re- | 
its | 
whether it’s the legitimate | 


“The Chinese | 
have been staged succes:- 
in postwar Germany and) 


be- | 
much bigger percentage | 





Aronsohn Delays Trip 
To U.S. for Acts Till 50 


London, June 15. 

Abe Aronsohn and Bobby Bar- 
nett have made application to Lon- 
don Licensing authorities to turn 
their Embassy, which has been 
operating a bottle club, into a 
members club, on same style as 
their successful 400 Club. Since 
application will not be heard be- 


fore Dec. 31, Aronsohn will not go 
back to America this summer. — 
He now plans to go to the 


U.S. early next year to line up big 
American vaudeville and nitery 
names for next season, when the 
club intends to run regular floor- 


shows. 


Dictator Paces 





| Mancunian Pictures, 


| Hundred,” 


London Film Notes 'New Strength Seen 


London, June 21. 
Holdup on production of Caval- 
canti’s pic, ‘“Sparkenbroke,” in 
which Sally Ann Howes, Marius 
| Goring and John McCullum were 
it star, with start not likely before 
September . Meanwhile Asso- 


|eciated British Picture Corp. is 


seeking Howes for its epic. “You're 


Best Alone,” which is to be | 


ed by Ivor Foxwell at Elstree. . 
completed 
film producer Paddy 
Carstairs is flying to America June 
25; expects to be away at least 
three weeks. 

As soon as Norman Evans fin- 
ishes his Isle of Man season for 
Hyman @ahl he will do a picture 
titled “Over the Garden Wall” for 
and will be 
supported by vaudeville star Jim- 
my James... Earl St. John, aide 
to John Davis, off to America July 
16. Will visit Hollywood and ex- 
pects to be away four weeks. . 


Having 


{Unusual exploitation tie-up set by 


| Disney London organization with | 
ithe American Express Co., 


Buenos Aires Biz 


Buenos Aires, June 7. 

During the past month or more 
American film releases have been 
infrequent, and most firstrun 
houses have been showing 
material which has been held over 
from week to week. Grosses uh- 
der these conditions are never 
equal 
perience when top American prod- 
uct is released, although inflation- 
ary spending and the demand for 
entertainment are so high as to 
keep grosses at a fair level. 

Charles Chaplin’s “The Dicta- 
tor’ continues grossing record fig- 
ures at the Rose Marie and Paris 
theatres. In the first week at the 
Rose Marie the picture grossed 
$11.200 (US) (6,200 seats at 50c.) 
and $3,000 at the 650-seat Paris. 
“Belinda” continues grossing in 
record fashion after 19 weeks, 
while “Gone With the Wind” has 
run into 36. The French picture 
“Le Corbeau” (Difa) is the next 
record breaker with 17 weeks. 

“June Bride” (WB) and “The 
Swordsman” (Col) are now in their 
third weeks, while the local film 
“Historia del 900” (Panamerican) 


ing of product through next 
| Thanksgiving. 

Hall’s new pictures are “In| 
the Good Old Summertime,” (Judy 
Gerland-Van Johnson), and “Ma- 
'dame Bovary” (Jennifer Jones- 
James Mason), both Metro; and 
“Under Capricorn,” Ingrid Berg- 


local | 


to those the exhibitors ex- | 


is grossing well in its third week | 
at the Opera. Holdover of another 


local film, ‘“‘Una Noche en el Bal 
Tabarin,’ at the Ambassador, has 
necessitated yet another postpone- 
ment of “Sorry, Wrong Number” 
(Par). Universal is all set to re- 
lease “Kiss the Blood Off My 
| | Hands” at the Opera next week. 


‘LAUGHTER’ LOOKS OK 
IN ITS SYDNEY BOW 


Sydney, June 1. 
Noel Coward’s “Present Laugh- | 
ter presented by the Sir Ben 
Fuller-Garnet Carroll combo at. 
the Palace, looks due for a good 
run. Premiere audience gave the 
show a solid sendoff. 
Peter Gray has the lead role. 








ACT Tight Control Plea 
Unheeded by Laborites 


London, June 21. 

D‘scussion on policy for forth- | 
coming general election dominated 
Labor Party’s Annual Conference 
at Blackpool and precluded con- 
sideration of a resolution from the 
Assn. of Cinematograph and Allied 
Technicians demanding tighter 
government control on film indus- 
try. 


in which 
a special eight-paged brochure put 
out by travel agency is illustrated 
entirely by cartoons from ‘Melody 
Time.” Idea developed by Edgar 


Ricketts, with publication timed to | 


coincide with the general release 


of Disney opus in London. 


N. Y. Par’s Pix Set Until 
Nov.; Music Hall’s Trio 


Booking of three important new 
films to round out its summer and 
early fall schedule was announced 
by Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., 
this week. At the same time, N. Y. 
Paramount also revealed the book- 





man starrer for Warners. 

The Par has set “The Great 
Gatsby” (Alan Ladd), to follow 
Bob Hope’s “Sorrowful Jones,” but 
it won’t open until about July 12. 


Additionally, the Par flagship has 
booked ‘Rope of Sand” (Hal 
Wallis), “Red, Hot and Blue” 
(Betty Hutton); “My Friend Irma” 


(Wallis); “Song of Surrender;” 


“Top O’ the Morning” (Crosby- 
Fitzgerald), and “Chicago Dead- 
line” (Ladd). 





‘Goldwyn Another To 


Fold N. Y. Story Office 


, Samuel Goldwyn has eliminated | 


for economy reasons his eastern | 
story department. It was headed 
by Mrs. Carolyn Stagg. Shutdown | 
became effective Monday (20). 


This is the latest in a long series | 


of moves which have either elimi- | 





| dian, 


nated or greatly curtailed New 
York story departments of both | 
_major and indie studios. Only com- 
| pany which has continued to op- 
erate its story searching activities 
on the top level reached in 1946 | 
‘is 20th-Fox. 





Formby on Canada Tour 
Vancouver, June 21. 
George Formby, English come- 
is being brought here next 


| fall under local sponsorship. 


| 
} 


Not accepting this as the last | 


word, ACT is demanding consider- | 


ation of its resolution by the new 


Labor Party executive and it will | 


be on the agenda at 

Union's resolution sought a firm 
government hand in dealing with 
production issues and 
make sure that British studios 
played their full part in insuring 
the success of the quota. 


New Mexico City Pix High 


Mexico City, June 16. 
Mexico's all-time long-run record 
for films has been broken by the 
Spanish pic, “Locura de Amor” 
(‘Love Madness”), which held for 
15 consecutive weeks at Cine Ar- 
cadia, one of 
firstruns. 
Average pic usually lasts about 
one week in the deluxers here. 





Mexico City’s few 


| 


July meeting. | 


steps to. 


Formby is putting together a 
series of vaude acts which he will 
headline. Tour through Canada.) 


;is being arranged by Ernie Raw- | 


ley, manager of Royal Alexandria | 
Theatre, Toronto. 








Current London Shows 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
London, June 21. 
“Ann Veronica,” Piccadilly (5). 
“Annie Get Gun,” 
*Beau Stratagem,” Phoenix (8). 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty (10). 
“Belinda Fair,” Strand (13). 
“Black Chiffon,’ West (8). 
“Champagne Delilah,’ New (2). 
“Daphne,” Wynd. (13). 
“Dark of Moon,” Ambas’dor (10). 
“Foolish Gent’w'n,” Duch. (17), 
“Happiest Days,”’ Apollo (65). 
“Harvey,” Wales (25). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (21). 
“Lady's Burning,”’ Globe (7). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (14). 
“Lilac Time,” Palace (9). 
“Oklahoma!”, Drury Lane (112). 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (3). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (29). 
“Sauce Tartare,’”’ Cambridge (5), 
“September Tide,” Ald. (28), 
“Third Visitor,” York’s (2). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (115). 
“Two Dozen Roses,” Lyric (4). 
“Worm’'s View,” Whitehall (113). 





“Chiltern | 


Col’s’m (107). | 


Necessary For 


- Japanese Theatre to Survive 


Tokyo, June 





Mex. Union Would Bar 
Native Pix Going to U.S. 


Mexico City, June 16. 

An embargo on exporting films 
to the U. S. is being advocated by 
National Cinematographic Indus- 
try Workers Union because of la- 
bor strife involving the Alameda 
theatre in San Antonio, 
is squawking that the 
Mexican help are not getting the 
same pay as Americans. 

Mexican labor feels that since 
the Alameda exhibits Mex pictures 
to almost exclusive Mexican audi- 
ences, it 
them less than U. S. employees. 


British Drive For 
Canadian Mkt 


June 





London, 


Intensified drive to secure maxi 
|}mum playing time for British pix 
in the Canadian market is expect- 
ed, following preliminary discus- 
sions initiated by Board of Trade 
prez Harold Wilson during his re- 
‘cent three-week tour of the 
Dominion. 

| Wilson admitted that he had dis- 





cussed the situation with John 
| Fitzgibbons, chief of Famous 


Players Canadian, and also with 
toppers of Odeon of Canada. 

At a dinner in Toronto before 
leaving, Wilson told Canadian 
execs they could look forward to 
an expansion of British film rev- 
enue in Canada. Although British 
pix were becoming more and 
more popular, there were still 
cities where they were not shown, 
but he hoped that problem could 
be overcome. 


‘PAR’S HEAVY SKED 
FOR THE SUMMER 


| Hollywood, June 21. 


| Summer production program on 
the Paramount lot calls for a lot 
‘of sweat, the most in four years, 
'starting this week with a _ high- 
budgeter, ‘‘Where Men Are Men,” 





'with Bob Hope and Lucille Ball. | 
| Next on the hot-weather schedule | 
with Fred As- | 


is “Let’s Dance,” 
taire and Betty Hutton surround- 
ed by an elaborate production. 
Others busy during the summer 
season will be 
| “Viva Mexico,” 
gence,” “Eagles of the Navy” and 
the next Bing Crosby starrer, ‘Mr. 
Music,” starting in August. 


” 





| 
| Silverstone’s Extended 


European Film Survey 


Murray Silverstone, 20th-Fox’s 
foreign chief and head of the In- 
ter-America Corp., sails Friday 


| (24) on the Vuleania for an ex- 
tended tour of the Continental 
market. He’s due back about the 


middle of September. 

While abroad Silverstone will 
confer with branch managers as 
‘well as presiding over 
of sales conventions scheduled to 
_be held fh key cities. His itinerary 
‘includes England, North Africa, 


| Turkey, Israel and virtually every | 


' European country outside the Iron 
| Curtain. 


Col Reissues ‘Gal Sal’ 


In line with Columbia’s current 
publicity cash-in on Rita Hay- 
worth’s headline marriage to Aly 
Khan, 20th-Fox is re-releasing the 
Hayworth-Victor Mature starrer, 
“My Gal Sal” as a double-feature 
package with “House on 92d 
, Street.” ' 

On the same day, Col’s double- 
feature package “Cover Girl” 
“You Were Never Lovelier,” in 
which Miss Hayworth is starred 
with Gene Kelly and Fred Astaire, 
respectively, went into the Cri- 
terion, N. Y. Selznick, 
wise, hopped on an Ingrid Berg- 





| 
| 


man reissue when she and Roberto | 


Rossellini were page 1 news, with 
“Intermezzo,” which has been gar- 
nering big grosses. 


| The Japanese legitimate 


Tex. Union | 
cinema's | 


is discrimination to pay | 


“Postal Inspector,” | 
“Counter-Intelli- | 


a number | 


and | 


like- | 


10. 
thea- 
tre, an ancient and honorable in. 
stitution in the Land of the Rising 
Sun has tottered so badly that 
|Many theatremen and others close 
to the business have predicted a 
general collapse unless a 
source of strength was found 
Two sets of factors are contribut- 
ing to this alarming debility 
pan’s chaotie inflation, 
archaic and hoplessly 
Nipponese production 
which is ill-equipped to meet the 
financial problems which inflation 
creates. The survival of the thea- 
tre in Japan would appear to de- 
pend on whether the basic struc- 
‘ture of the business can be over- 
{hauled and set in 
‘enough to forestall a 
breakdown. 
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the 
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complete 


Production Costs, Taxes Soar 


Principal economic factors are 
soaring production costs and stiff 
admission tax. Overhead for labor 
and materials to build sets have 
gone up more than five times since 
the end of the war. Profit is fur- 
ther reduced by the admission tax 
of 150%, a figure which the Nip- 
ponese government clings to in 
spite of repeated protests by both 
pic and iegit owners. Of average 
admission fee of 150 yen (55c), 
| 90 yen goes to the government 
‘and 60 yen to the producer and 
60 ven in Japan today won't even 
buy three eggs! 

Under these conditions, an aver- 
age legit house must play to 95° 
of its seating capacity daily to 
show any profit. This means that 
Nip producers are interested in 
nothing but surefire stage mate- 
rial. Result has been an alarm- 
ing epidemic of cheap revues and 
erotic shows which have caused 
Jap moralists to cry out in 
anguish that the Nipponese theatre 
has reached a new low in degrada- 
tion. Fortunately, this tendency 
has begun to slacken, mainly be- 
|cause the bulk of the Japanese 
people are no longer seeking the 
| type of escapist entertainment they 
|craved immediately after the war. 
| The theatre has suffered, how- 
'ever, since most producers have 
been unwilling to take chances on 
foreign plays or on experimental 
dramas whose popularity could not 
be gauged in advance. 


Outdated Production System 

Second reason for the shaky 
plight of Nip theatre is the cum- 
bersome and outdated production 
system still employed here. Until 
recently, no independent produc- 
ers operated in Japan. Biggest 
Nipponese theatres are chain- 
owned, and all shows are produced 
by the owners. Thus, a play is 
chosen to fit the house, rather 
than a theatre selected to fit the 
play. Producers also rely on es- 
tablished troupes, rather than as- 
sembling a taildred cast for each 
show. Producer-owners have 
several troupes under contract. 
They regard each troupe as a 
property investment, the same as 
a theatre. Thus, play production 
in Japan is little more than a real 
estate business, with each troupe 
and each theatre expected to show 
a profit. 
| One interesting offshoot of this 
system is the standard practice of 
| running a play for a maximum of 
25 days, regardless of its popu- 
larity. Reason no play is kept on 
the boards longer is the fact that 
the chain usually has another 
troupe waiting to occupy the the- 
atre with a new play. Chains are 
thus able to keep all their troupes 
reasonably busy. 


| Jap playwrights also operate 
under an archaic system which 


_holds little attraction for promis- 
ing young writers. Dramatists 
are paid by the minute for the 
actual time their work is being en- 
acted on the stage. Writers whose 
plays are produced in a Class A 
| theatre receive 414 yen per min- 
ute. In Class B houses, author 
gets 3 yen per minute. Two per 
formances a day of a_ two-hour 
play in a Class A theatre will net 


the writer 1,000 yen, or $4 at the 
exchange __ rate. Some 


| present 


writers sell scripts outright at 8° 
; Many yen a page. 
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Spitzer « From a story by Ber 
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| BACK THE BOND DRIVE NOW! | 
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TRADE SHOW JULY 5 


ALBANY 

Warner Screening Room 

79 &. Pearl St. + 12:30 P.M. 
ATLANTA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Reon 
197 Walton St. H.W. + 2:30 P.M. 
BOSTON 

RKO Screening Room 

122 Arlington St. + 2:30 P.M. 
BUFFALO 

Paramount Screening Room 

464 Fronklin St. + 1:45 PML 
CHARLOTTE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
308 S. Church St. + 10:00 AM 
CHICAGO 

Warner Screening Room 


1307 Se. Wabash Ave. « 1:30 P.M, 


CINCINNATI 
RKO Polace Th. Screening Room 


Poloce Th. Bidg. E. éth - 8:00 P.M 


CLEVELAND 

Wormer Screening Room 

2300 Payne Ave. - 8:30 P.M. 
DALLAS 


20th Century-Fox Screening Room > 


1803 Wood St. + 2:00 P.M. 
DENVER 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
2102 Champa St. > 2:00 P.M. 
DES MOINES 

Paramount Screening Room 

1225 Wigh St. + 8:00 P.M. 
DETROIT 

Film Exchange Building 

2310 Coss Ave. + 2:00 P.M. 
INDIANAPOLIS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
326 Wo. lilinois St. + 1:00 P.M. 
KANSAS CITY 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1720 Wyandotte St. + 1:30 P.M. 
LOS ANGELES 

Warner Screening Room 

2025 $. Vermont Ave. + 2:00 P.M. 
MEMPHIS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
151 Vance Ave. > 2:00 P.M. 
MILWAUKEE 

Warner Theatre Screening Room 
212 W. Wisconsin Ave. + 2:00 P.M. 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Warner Screening Room 

1000 Currie Ave. + 2:00 P.M. 
NEW HAVEN 

Worner Theatre Projection Room 
70 College St. + 2:00 P.M. 
NEW ORLEANS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
200 $. Liberty St. + 9:00 P.M. 
NEW YORK 

Home Office 

321 W. 44th St. + 2:30 PM. 
OKLAHOMA 

20th Century-Fox we Room 
10 North Lee St. + 1:30 P.M. 
OMAHA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1502 Davenport St. + 10:00 A.M. 
PHILADELPHIA 

Warner Screening Room 

230 No. 13th St. + 2:30 P.M. 
PITTSBURGH 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1715 Blvd. of Allies ~ 1:30 P.M. 
PORTLAND 

Jewel Box Screening Room 


1947 WLW. Kearney St. - 2:00 P.M. 


SALT LAKE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
216 East Ist South + 2:00 P.M. 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Republic Pict. Screening Room 


221 Golden Gate Ave. « 1:30 P.M. 


SEATTLE 

Jewel Box Screening Room 

2318 Second Ave. + 10:30 A.M. 
ST. LOUIS 

S'renco Screening Room 

3143 Olive St. + 1:00 P.M. 


WASHINGTON 
Warner Theatre Building 
13th & E Sts. WW. + 10:30 AM, 
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Final Word on EL Sale Expected 


From Small-Semenenko Coast Talks 


With Serge Semenenko report-#—— 


edly unable to fulfill terms set by 
Edward Sma!l for becoming a 
partner with Robert R. Young in 
ownership of Eagle Lion, it is 
understood talks are reverting 
back to the prospect of the prod- 
ucer becoming full owner of EL. 
Semenenko, v.p. of First National 


Berk of Boston, is currently on the 


Coast confabbing with Small. 

It is reported that there will be 
a definite “ves” or “no” answer 
I today Wednesday) from both 
s s as a result of present hud 
dl 


Semenenko, whose bank controls 
a loan of almost $11,000.000 to £L 
and its parent, Pathe Industries, 
is understood to have arranged for 
something in excess of $3,000,000 
of outside money toward the pro- 
duction fund which Small has been 
demanding if he is to share owner- 
ship with Young, present control- 
ling stockholder. Semenenko is 
reportedly short, however, of the 
$7,500,000 which Small insists be 
on hand. 

As a result, it is necessary that 
the form of the deal be changed. 
Small, it is understood, has thus 
reverted to his original proposal 
that Young back out altogether and 
he take all the stock of EL. It is 
assumed that in that case, he’d be 
willing to agree to a lesser produc- 
tion fund. However, it is under- 
stood Young is now holding out 
for certain concessions which may 
prevent the Small purchase. 

Whether Young can be induced 
to agree to the new scheme is a 
question. If he can’t, it is ex- 
pected that Semenenko will en- 
deavor to convince Small that the 
money he has up to now been able 
to accumulate for the production 
fund will meet all requirements 
for the two-year minimum period 
Small has set and that he should 
go along on that basis. 





| 





| Minn. Building 








ioe Continued from page 7 a—! 


policy, supported by the local in- 
dependent exhibitor group, being 
not to issue any more licenses for 
new theatres. In recent years the 
bars have been let down only twice 
here. One result of this is that 
investors want to buy present 
houses, but with little success. 
However. Ralph Green and asso- 


ciates, who own a chain of drive- | 


ins in this territory, recently 
bought the East Lake, local neigh- 
borhood house. Also just acquired 
the Radio and Mounds, St. Paul 
nabes, from the Montgomery, Dale 
& Rydeen indie group. 


Skouras’ 2,500-Seat N. Y. House 

Operated by Skouras circuit, 
2.500-seat Calderone was unveiled 
in Hempstead, L. I. yesterday 
(Tues.). House is said to be the 
largest theatre to be constructed in 
N. Y. metropolitan area since the 
War. 


2 New So. Jersey Houses 
Philadelphia. 

With the addition of two new 
film theatres, total number of 
houses in South Jersey resorts hit 
high of 35. Atlantic City tops list 
with 19, four of them pier theatres. 

The two new theatres are the 
Harbor, which Jack and Anne 
Greenberg will open June 27 in 
Stone Harbor, and new City Pier 
Theatre, which William C. Hunt 
will open in Cape May. 


2 New House for Texas 

Arlington, Texas. 
Interstate Theatres building new 
1.000-seater here to cost $150,000. 
First permanent film house of its 
type to be built on an Army post 
since the war ended has opened at 
Camp Hood, Texas. Cost $325,000 
but not taxpayer expense, being 
built with funds taken from profits 
of post exchanges and Army thea- 

tres throughout. It seats 1,006. 


Three Far North Canadian Houses 
Calgary, Alta. 





Work started on a $1,125,000) 


theatre and office building being 
built here by J. B. Barron, mana- 
ger of the Grand. 

C. V. Marshall opened his 660- 
seat Capitol at North Battleford, 
Sask. 

J. J. Baldwin and Ivan, his son, 





EL, Gen’l Service 





Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, June 21. 
Randolph Scott will ride in 











Metro bought “To Please a} 


towns of 25,006 or under. 


——_— 


Inside Pictures 


Because its boxoffice survey project has stumbled on severz! pitfalls. 
‘the Theatre Owners of America is reshaping the weekly quiz to take in 
‘all key cities throughout the country. Originally, plan was limited to 
Objective of the survey is to supply TOA 
“Colt .45," based on a yarn by members with a report, percentage-wise, on how different pictures are 
Thomas Blackburn, at Warners doing. 

| Project was initially held to the 25,000 bracket because it was thought 


Resume Production Lady” as a possible starrer for that info from smaller towns would be most representative of how such 


Hollywood, June 21. 

Motion picture production was 
resumed on two lots, Eagle Lion 
and General Service, after long 
periods of inactivity. 

EL recalled 150 studio workers 
to prepare for two Bryan Foy pic- 
tures. “Trapped” and “Port of New 
York:”’ At GS, Producer Colin 


Clark Gable 


will produce “The Magnificent - 4 


Heel,” formerly titied “The Red 
Carpet,” at U-I . Robert Buck- 
ner shifted his ‘Free for All” 
troupe from Washington, D. C., to 
the U-I lot for interiors . . . Den- 
nis Morgan reported for work in 
“Perfect Stranger’ at Warners, 


Ted Richmond a film was grossing. 





Exhib unit, however, has found that releasing 
ates in these situations lag as much as 130 days thereby making the 
formation dated. : 

No reports have yet been sent to.TOA members and none will be 
sent until the plan is amended. 
larize its first findings this month. 
that of Allied which services its members with Caravan reports 


Outfit previously expected to circu- 
TOA plan, in effect, approximates 


American firms not paying Federal taxes on coin frozen overseas art 


Miller started the Shirley Temple after an argument over the inter-| not being pressed for these taxes by the U. S. Bureau of Internal 


starrer, “‘A Kiss for Corliss,’ with 
Richard Wallace directing. 


2,900 N. Y. COLLARITES 
SPURN PACT RENEWAL 


Screen Office & Professional 
Employees Guild this week nixed 
an industry proposal to renew last 
vear’s pact covering about 2,500 
homeoffice whitecollarites. Exactly 
reiterating the stand taken by the 
Screen Publicists Guild, SOPEG 
indicated its intention to hold out 





provisions before inking a new 
pact. Spokesmen for the major 
companies, however, have stated 
that the industry is in no position 
to boost payloads at this time. 

Battling for a new union ticket 
for the past half-year, both col- 
larite unions have devised a new 
tactic to hold onto their member- 
ships. From now on, all griev- 
ances over working conditions and 
salaries will be fought on a shop 
level via stoppages and mass com- 
mittee delegations to company 
execs. “Our hands are no longer 
tied by any contractual obliga- 
tions,” an SPG exec said. SPG 
also filed charges this week with 
the National Labor Relations Board 
alleging discriminatory firing by 
Columbia. 

Managers of major-owned the- 
atres, meantime. have begun to hit 
back at the collarite picket lines 
in the metropolitan area. Large 
signs have been posted in lobbies 
informing filmgoers that the the- 
atre employees are not on strike 


pretation . of his role 
switched from “Java” to “East of 
Java.” 
signed from Great Western Films 
to negotiate a producer pact with 
a company in Australia. 


U-I | Revenue 


Whether any film companies are among those holding back 
on the taX money cannot be learned. It is known, however, that sev- 
Barney Sarecky re- eral corporations have declared their overseas earnings and have noti- 
fied the Government that they will pay the taxes when and if they get 
the cash back into this country. 

Couple of months ago it was disclosed that the Treasury was consid- 


Gary Cooper and Patricia Neal ering the possibility of a formal ruling that these taxes could be with- 


will co-star in “Hidden in My 
Heart,” based on a story by Mar- 
tin J. Fielding at Warners.. Eric 
Blore signed by Paramount for a 
spot in the Bob Hope starrer, 
“Where Men Are Men” Max M. 
King bought the Arch Oboler yarn, | 
“Great Force,’ for indie produc- 
tion on location in Canada 


for a special 


held until the money was unfrozen. Treasury is still working on this 
and, according to a department spokesman, “wants to help these busi- 
ness firms if we can do it legally.” Fact that the corporations are not 
being pushed for the taxes is regarded as a good sign. It is believed 
in Washington that it indicates a favorable ruling in the near future. 


N. Y. Daily News is posing a considerable problem for film companies 
edition in September carrying stills and 


: 3 : Metro postponed “Lovely to Look stories on all the pix to be released between September and the be- 
for wage hikes and union security At,” a remake of “Roberta,” until ginning of the new year. Tab plans using only stills‘in color, and pub- 


next year Robert Cohn will pro- 
duce “The Kitler That Stalked 
New York” for Columbia... Leo- 
nardo Bercovici will write and di- 
rect one picture a year for Hal 
Wallis Laurel Films signed 
Zachary Scott, Faye Emerson and 
Mary Boland to make “Guilty By- 
stander” in N. Y. 

James Whitmore signed a term 
thesp ticket at Metro 


a couple weeks ago 


licity departments are now trying to figure out how to get tinted prints 
of black-and-white pix that are already in the can. Unless specially 
ordinarily make Kodachrome stills of b&w 
Generally, costumes are not designed for color. 

One of the angles now being investigated by Paramount’s publicity 
chief, Ben Washer, is the Flexichrome process announced by Eastman 
It turns b&w stills into color automatically. 





RCA, as a public relations move, is making available to producers of 
H. C. Pot-| sponsored pix or anyone else who requires a small, smartly decorated 


ter will direct “Europa,” formerly | projection room for preeming his product, its “Johnny Victor theatre” 


tagged “Europa and the Bull,” 
starring Greer Garson 


and Cyd Charisse will top the cast 
in “East Side, West Side,” to be 
produced by Voldemar Vetluguin 
at Metro, starting in July Ruby 
Rosenberg, on loanout from Metro, 


in Radio City. 


business or industcy 


It has a staff projectionist, Charles Kellner, who can 
F James handle either 35m or 16m, and it is available at practically any time 
Mason, Van Heflin, Ava Gardner ¢,). 

Only requirement is that people invited to the screenings be news- 
paper and mag writers or “‘otherwise important,’ such as men in big 
Room seats 75 and has a lounge and facilities for 
providing guests with cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. It is downstairs 


will function as assistant producer below the RCA products demonstration showcase on 49th street. 


on the Irving Allen-Franchot Tone 
production, “The White Tower” 
Joyce Reynolds returns to the 
screen for a role in “Girls’ School” 
at Columbia Monogram starts 
two pictures this week, ‘‘Haunted 
Trails” and ‘Angels in Disguise.” 
Benedict Bogeaus will shoot ex- 


. . . 1 . d 7 s° y <y 9 i 
and that legitimate contracts are in teriors for “Johnny One-Eye” in 


force with the stagehands, projec- 
tionists and musicians. 





No Dancing for Kelly 
In Next M-G Starrer 


Hollywood, June 21. 
Gene Kelly will play it straight, 


without any hoofing, in his next Gloria Jean in top roles 


N. Y., starting July 18, with in- 
teriors to be filmed on the Gen- 
eral Service lot 
1 as the starting date for ‘Devil’s 
Doorway,” starring Robert Taylor 
William Daniels is_ lensing 
“Bagdad” at U-I while Sussell 
Metty is laid up with mumps 


mill is Metro’s recent announcement concerning the suspension of work 
leaders in Rome are trying to push a 
boycott against Metro on the heels of widespread labor beefs against 
the film company. 
Cine-Citta studios 


found other facilities. 
Metro set Aug.) dry for the present. 


Latest grist for the Italian Communists’ anti-American propaganda 


just outside Rome, had been signed by Metro for 
the rest of the season for the “Quo Vadis” shooting. Meantime, other 
local and French producers, who had applied for space at the studios, 
Cine-Citta, as a result, has been left high and 


Class of 1924 reunion celebrating 25th anniversary at Harvard boasts 
following theatre personalities; Arthur Bronson, Variety; Ivan Black, 
p.a.; Ogden Nash; William N. Gates, dance. critic of Cleveland News; 


Sandre Productions will gun “10 Theodore Parker, drama & music critic of Hartford Courant; Ted 
McTaggart Street,” July 15 with Fleisher, exec of Interstate Theatres; Joe Cohen of Saxon Theatres: 
Gale Storm, Peggy Ryan and_ Bill Ames and Walter Piston, composers; Wallace Woodworth, choral 


Repub- director; Maurice Grosser, scenarist; John Begg, radio producer, now 


Metro starrer, “The Knife.” slated lic signed Forrest Tucker to make with State Dept. “Voice of America”; Tom Raines and Henivar Rodakie- 
for an August start with William three pictures a year for seven 


H. Wright producing. 


Story, formerly titled “Black | 


Hand,” deals with a young Italian 
who comes to this country to car- 
ry out a vendetta. 





Hep Pitch for Goidwyn’s 
‘McCoy’ Via Square Dance 


Samuel Goldwyn has tied in with 
Pepsi-Cola for a series of square 
dances in various parts of the 
country to plug “Roseanna McCoy,” 
producer's next pic. Initialer will 
be held next Tuesday (28) at the 
Central Park Mall in New York, 
where the soft-drink manufacturer 
and the Park Department cooper- 
ate in sponsorship of square danc- 
ing through the summer season. 

Alberta Hannum, author of novel 
from which the picture was made, 
is coming to New York from her 
home in West Virginia for the shin- 
dig. Tom Scott, Kentucky ballad- 
eer, is doing the calling. 


Mason in ‘East Side’ 


Hollywood, June 21. 





Metro is “East Side, West Side,” 
‘last casting Dore Schary made pre- 
ceding his current trip to N. Y. 
Mason joins cast including Ava 
Gardner, Cyd Charisse and Van 
Heflin. Voldemar Vetlugin is pro- 
ducing and pic starts in July. 


ANALYSTS JOIN SWG 


Hollywood, June 21. 
Screen Story Analysts Guild, 
currently affiliated with the Paint- 
ers Brotherhood, voted to switch 
to the Screen Writers Guild. 
Shift will become effertive after 
a change in the analysts’ constitu- 





years. 


SEN. MARTIN PUSHES 
AMUS. TAX CUTS 


Washington, June 21. 
Joseph W. Martin, Jr., Republi- 





(20), urged elimination of the war- 
time excise rates. Martin called 
attention to his bill, which has 
been marking time in the House 
Ways and Means Committee, and 
which would restore the prewar 
rates. This would mean that the 
admissions tax would drop from 
20 to 10% and the nitery bite 
would fall from 20 to 5%. 

“Removal of these taxes,” said 
Martin, ‘“‘would be the best tonic 
we could give to business and em- 
ployment at this time. I hope the 
Ways and Means Committee will 
soon take favorable action on this 
, legislation. I am sure, if the com- 
| mittee will bring a bill to the floor 
of the House, it will pass by a sub- 
stantial] majority.” 





James Mason's second pic for Dietzes Summering 


On the Continent 


Howard Dietz, Metro’s ad-pub 
veepee, planed for Europe over 
the weekend on a combined busi- 
ness trip, vacation and _ leave-of- 
‘absence. Dietz will be away from 
his desk for two-three months dur- 
ing which time he expects to visit 
England, France and Italy. Dur- 
ing his absence, Si Seadler, ad 
director and chief assistant to 
Dietz, takes over supervision of 
the Metro flackery. John Joseph, 
recently acquired general aide to 
Dietz, will work in collaboration 


opened new 550-seater at Melfort, tion and a legal sepa:ation from with Seadler. 


Sask. 


, the painters. 


‘ 


ee 





since “‘Paisan.” 


some of his time to help push | 
along Metro's 
campaign currently being waged. | 
Company has a drive going to book | 
one pic in every theatre 
He wili also inspect 
M-G’s publicity and sales offices 
on the Continent. 


in the world. 


‘of the Me- 
Guinness Ale family), resides in a 
Ad-pub topper expects to devote , villa near Paris which she owns. 


wicz, producers of Documentary pix. 


International complications caused Universal-International to delete 
|a lot of drama from “The Bowie Story,” based on the career of Jim 
Bowie, who deleted quite a number of Mexicans with his bowie knife. 
Prominent in the original story was the Battle of the Alamo, in which 
the Texans were goodies and the Mexicans were baddies. In these days 
of international goodwill it is a diplomatic error to depict Mexicans as 
So the rewriters deprived Jim of his bowie knife when it 
can leader of the House yesterday | CEE > CNS EP te Soren: 


New three-story building being constructed on the campus of the 
City College of New York will be a supplement to the college's Film 
Institute which opened in 1941 with Prof. Hans Richter as director. 
Other academic institutions offering complete courses in motion picture 
work are New York University, University of Southern California and 
_the New School For Social Research, N. Y. 


Any complaints received about the lack of cool air in. the Bijou, 
N. Y.. until last week brought refunds since the management did not feel 
like quibbling in view of $2.40 top. Since then the new cooling plant 
has been placed in operation in order to continue the run of “Red 
Shoes” at this house through the summer. City Investing installed the 
plant at the Bijou specifically for the current run. 


A-T Productions, headed by Irving Allen and Franchot Tone, will use, 
a new lightweight portable sound recording system in the filming of 
“The White Tower” in the French Alps. Equipment, light enough to 
be carried by hand, was developed by Western Electric. Most of the 
picture will be filmed high in the mountains, where the use of standard 
equipment is impossible. 


Italian-made pie starring Lea Padovani, started its third 
week at Brandt's Apollo on 42d street, N. Y., yesterday (Tuesday). It's 
foreign film which has earned a third-week holdover there 
It hit $11,800 the first session and $9,800 the second. 
Distrib is Crest Films, in which Jack Ellis, former United Artists New 
York sales chief, is partnered with Art Cantor and Sanford Weiner. 


Niven a Free Agent 


Hollywood, June 21. 

Samuel Goldwyn gave David 
Niven his contract release Monday 
(20) after 14 years. 

Star is currently on loanout for 
Coke Miller-Marcus Loew indie, 
“Kiss for Corliss,” with Shirley 
Temple, his last shot under Gold- 
,wyn pact. 
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IT’S HIS 
NEWEST 
PICTURE! 


Adventure with steel-grip 

suspense in its nerve-jolting 
drama of two desperate | 
men anda woman who ~ ine — 
knows every way to a man’s 
heart — even to pulling a trigger! 


with PATRIC KNOWLES 
RAMON NOVARRO - DON ALVARADO - JOHN QUALEN - 


RADIO Executive Producer SID ROGELL - Produced by JACK J. GROSS - Directed by DON SIEGEL 
es Screon Ploy by GEOFFREY HOMES ond GERALD DRAYSON ADAMS 





S Back the Motion Picture Industry's U. S. SAVINGS BONDS DRIVE, May 16-June 30 © 












V Based on the famous Saturday Evening Post Stary “The Road to Carmichact's”” by RICHARD WORMSER 
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Fabiola 

In the way of production value and 
boxoffice appeal, it’s okay. It is 
done in a_ grandiose, expensive 
manner reminiscent of the early, 
flamboyant Italian costume 
dramas. Ferrucio Caramelli, head 
of Artisti Associati, owns U. S. 
rights. 

A French-Italian production, it 
was shot in Italy in an extremely 
realistic looking early Roman de- 
cor Its stars are French, with a 
fine Italian supporting cast. 
Michele Morgan as the beautiful, 
haughty patrician was never love- 
lier, and seems to be in her com- 
pletely mature acting stride. 
Michel Simon and the late Louis 
Salou are very competent, and 
newcomer Henri Vidal miakes a 
virile gladiator. 

The story is extremely compli- 
cated, and concerns the court in- 
trigues of fourth-century Rome as 
two emperors fought for its con- 
trol with the Christians as pawns. 
Fabiola (Michele Morgan) be- 
comes the pivotal point as she is 
torn between love for her gladia- 
tor and loyalty to her father’s 
memory. The Christians are 
herded into the arena, and a Ssadis- 
tic orgy commences as they are 
thrown to the lions. Here the vari- 
ous complications are brought to 
a head as the young gladiator ad- 
heres to his Christian principals 
and fights without lethal weapons. 
He retuses to kill his downed op- 
ponent, and finally wins over the 
crowd as they swarm into the 
arena with the intervention of the 
new emperor Constantin, who 
brings peace and the embracing of 
Christianity. 


Though of epic proportions, the - 


film gets quite complicated in its 
intrigues, and thus loses. the 
greater humanity it might have 
had if all led to the brutal arena 
climax in a straightforward way. 
The photography and_ technical 
work are brilliant, and on its sheer 
physical appeal and theme it be- 
comes one of the pix of the year 
for art house appeal. Mosk. 


The Magie Horse 
(Color—Songs) 
(RUSSIAN) 


Artkino release of Soyuzmultfilm pro- 
uction. Directed by I. Vano. Screenplay 
y E. Pomeschikov, P. Pozhkov; camera, 
V. Voinov: music, V. Oransky. English 
titles, N. Napoli. Tradeshown N. Y., June 
15. Running time, 57 MINS, 


( In Russian; English Titles) 

This full-length color cartoon, 
the first the Soviets have sent to 
the U. S., has charm and basic ap- 
peals that should win it a wide 
showing in the art houses. 


Based on a Russki folk tale which 
has been a hit on the Red stage as 
a ballet and a play, “The Magic 
Horse” should click with both 
young and old audiences. Yank 
filmgoers who are Disney fans will 
recognize heavy borrowing from 
the American animator’s technique 
and should find it compares favor- 
ably with his product. Like Disney, 
“Horse” gives human characteris- 
tics to animals and is set in the 
same kind of magical world as 
“Snow White.” 


The centuries-old fantasy is that 
of a young boy who gets two 
supernatural horses and a talking, 
flying pony who helps him per- 
form all the impossible tasks the 
ezar sets for him. The tiny steed, 
the boy and § firebirds do some 
dances, which show the influence 
of Russian ballet. There is also 
some quiet humor, caricaturing the 
ezar and his court. 

Color, while not as brilliant as 
Disney’s, is well handled and the 
animators turned out some eve- 
catching work that uses symbols 
and details of peasant art. The 
music is good and reminiscent of 
Prokofieff and Shostakovich. while 
the voices are those of top Mosco- 
vite pic stars. English titling is 
partly in verse although the pre- 
school set will probably under- 
stand the story without their aid. 
It registers as good entertainment 
with a few draggy spots. Bril. 


EI Clave 


(The Nail) 

(SPANISH) 
Azteca release of Cifesa production. 
Stars Amparo Rivelles. Rafael Duran. 


Directed 
Eduardo 


Juan Espantalcon. 
Gil. Screenplay by 


by Raphael 


Marquina, 


based on story by Pedro A. de Alarcon: 
camera, Alfredo Fraile: music, Joaauin 
Quintero. English titles. Herman G. Wein 
berg. Tradeshown N. Y., June 17. Run- 
ning time. 90 MINS. 

Blanca Amparo Rivelles 
Javier Zarco Rafael Duran 
Juan Juan Espantalcon 


(In Spanish; English Titles) 
A dreary tale of the travails of 


frustrated love, with a slight 
whodunit twist added, “The Nail” 


will appeal solely to aficionados of 
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Spanish pix in foreign-language 
nabes. 

A period piece of the 1860s, the 
celluloid drama unwinds slowly 
and ponderously, although the 
thesping is good. Rafael Duran is 
capable as a handsome young 
judge who is stricken by a senorita 
es silent and mysterious as she is 
comely. The inscrutable damsel is 


played to the hilt by Amparo 
Rivelles. But with a_ typically 
Latin penchant for the ironies of 
fate, the lovers are separated by 
circumstances. When they do 


meet, five years later, Duran is the 
judge prosecuting her for the mur- 
der she committed to free herself 
for him. The plot has the scent of 
soap opera—Castillian style. 

The mysterioso elements § are 
subordinated to the tear-jerking 
romance and the net effect is 
heavy. Haqwever, there are some 
photogenic shots of the country- 
side around Seville and of some 
picturesque small Iberian villages. 
The production is lavish, Senorita 
Rivelles wearing some lush 19th 
Century gowns and a large cast 
being used in carnival and ball- 
room sequences. In a few scenes 
there are brief touches of humor, 
but the overall mood is unrelieved 
tragedy and suffering. Bril. 


Whisky Galore 
(BRITISH) 
London, June 15. 

General Film Distributors release of 
Ealing Studios-Michael Balcon production. 
Features Basil Radford, Joan Greenwood, 
Gordon Jackson. Associate producer, M. 
Danishewsky. Directed by Alexander 
Mackendrick. Screenplay, Compton Mac- 
kenzie and Angus Macphail from novel by 
Compton Mackenzie; camera, Gerald 
Gibbs, Chick Waterson: editor, Joseph 
Sterling. At Odeon, London, June 15, 

°49. Running time, 82 MINS. 
Capt. Paul Waggett.... Basil Radford 
Mrs. Waggett Catherine Lacey 
Sergeant Odd @Bruce Seton 


Peggy Macroon ........ Joan Greenwood 
George Campbell........ Gordon Jackson 
Joseph Macroon ....... Wylie Watson 
Catriona Macroon ....... Gabrielle Blunt 
Mrs. Campbell.. Jean Cadell 
Dr. Maclaren....James Robertson Justice 
The Biffer ‘ : Morland Graham 
Angus MaecCormac.. Duncan Macrae 


Captain Buncher Compton Mackenzie 
Ealing Studios has mastered the 
comedy touch. After ‘‘Passport to 
Pimlico,” now doing well here, 
“Whisky Galore” proves a bright 
offering. Absence of big names for 
the marquee should not detract 
from its boxoffice as far as Britain 
is concerned. Film should do well 
on a dual bill in the U. S. 
Compton Mackenzie’s novel. on 
which the pic is based, is unfolded 
here on an Hebridean island in 


* 
— grqw in stature under the new | 


teacher. The central theme is the 
reformation of a lost sheep upon 
whom everything comes to depend 
as he comes up for his license 
exam before the department board. 
The film was shot mostly out-of- 
doors in a small French town. The 
real locations give it a fine provin- 
cial atmosphere. There are some 
fine bits of character acting, with 
laurels going to Bernard Blier for 
his very sympathetic portrait of a 
Gallic Mr. Chips. Young D. Caron 
is eloquent as the reformed rebel 
in his appeal for justice before the 
school board who would tea: down 
the new, emancipated spirit of the 
boys. Mosk. 


Le Bal Cupidon 
(The Cupid Club) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, June 14. 


Societe des Films Sirius release of Ariane- 
Sirius production Directed and written 
by Marc-Gilbert, Sauvajon. Stars Pierre 
Blanchar, Simone Renant; features Yves 
Vincent, Rene Blancard, Francois Joux, 
Andre Bervil, Henri Cremieux, Maria 
Mauban. At Colissee, Paris. Running 
time, 90 MINS. 
Dominique-Phillippe..... 
Isabelle Plessis. . ere 
Maretzi 
Turnier ~~ 
Jerome Crestat 
Anne-Marie Crestat 
Police Inspector 
Barman.. be 


Pierre Blanchar 
Simone Renant 
Yves Vincent 
ore Rene Blancard 
.. Henri Cremieux 
Maria Mauban 
rer Francois Joux 
Try Andre Bervil 





This seems to be the season for 
French dramatic stars to take their 
fling at comedy. This time it is 


| Pierre Blanchar and Simone 
| Renant. The two play an easy- 
going private eye and a tough 


femme lawyer, respectively. The 
film is patterned along familiar 
Hollywood lines, and is strongly 
reminiscent of the “Thin Man” 
series. The one Gallic touch is 
an almost nude danseuse cavort- 
ing in the Bal Cupidon, which is a 
notorious night spot. To appease 
censors, this scene could easily be 
cut out without affecting the visual 
continuity. 

A sinister invalid is killed in the 
private office of the Bal Cupidon. 
His lovely young wife, well played 
by Maria Mauban, is the principal 
suspect. Her good friend, Simone 


Renant, reluctantly brings the pri- | 


vate detective, Pierre Blanchar, 
into the case. She had previously 
sent him to jail, and. they start off 
frigidly towards each other, but fi- 
nally end up in each other’s arms. 


Blanchar and Miss Renant are 
extremely capable, but the film is 
much too commercial to have any 
art house appeal. Its American 
type style seems to rule it into the 
secondrun foreign houses where 
the prestige name of Blanchar 
might make it a good entry. 

Mosk. 


1943. Only sign of the war is the | 
local Home Guard, but a major dis- | 


aster occurs when the island runs | 


out of whisky. This major catas- 


trophe brings home the real impli- | 
After some | 
days a freighter with 50.000 cases | 


cations of total war. 


of Scotch runs aground off the 
island. The natives organize a mid- 
night expedition and lay in a tre- 
mendous store for future consump- 
tion. 

Sustained comedy treatment suc- 
cessfully carries the film forward 
to the point where the islanders 
outwit the Home Guard captain 
who regards the adventure as the 
worst type of looting. 

Basil Radford has one of his best 
roles to date.’ He gives a flawless 
performance of the misunderstood 
Home Guard chief whose zealous- 
ness leads to trouble in high quar- 
ters. Bruce Seton and Joan Green- 
wood as well as Gabrielle Blunt 
and Gordon Jackson provide the 
slight romances of the film. The 
fact that the natives in the cast 
speak in Scots dialect may worry 
some U. S. exhibitors but in the 
main there is little difficulty in 
following the dialogue. 

Associate producer Monja Dani- 
shewsky 
Mackendrick are both newcomers 
to feature films and this is a com- 
mendable start. Myro. 


I.“Eeole Buissonniere 
(The Country School) 
(FRENCH) 

Paris, June 7. 
AGDC release of Cooperative General 
du Cinema Francais production. Directed 
and written by Jean-Paul Le Chanois. 
Stars Bernard Blier, Juliette Faber, Del- 


mont: features Arius, Acquistapace, Ar- 
disson, and D. Caron. At + Normandie, 
Paris. Running time, 115 MINS, 

Pascal Bia Bernard Blier 
Mile. Arnoud ... . Juliette Faber 
i Ree Delmont 
i SES ere Arius 
Ag eee Aquistapace 
< eee Ardisson 
Albert D. Caron 





Belgian crix gave this one the 
accolade as the best French film of 
the vear. It’s another fine French 
look at early school life. An ideal- 
istic school teacher takes over a 
run-down country school, and tries 
to take the stodgy classicism out 
of learning. He comes into conflict 
with the reactionary elements of 
the town. The film moves at a 
brisk but episodic pace as the boys 


and director Alexander | 


Ti Ritrovera 
(ll Find You Again) 
(ITALIAN) 

Genoa, May 9. 


Lux Film release of Valentino Brosio 
production. Stars Enrico Viarisio, Delia 
Scala; features Val Du Bois, Peter Ford, 
John Kitzmiller, Gaio Visconti, Renata 
'Nassi. Directed by Giacomo Gentilomo. 
Screenplay, Giacomo Gentilomo, Nicola 
Manzari, Guido Pala, Alberto Vecchietti; 
camera, Aldo Tonti;: music. Giovanni 
Fusco: editor, Mario Serandrei. At Uni- 
versale, Genoa. Running time, 82 MINS. 


Don Giuseppe . Enrico Viarisio 


Maria Pia cabegu heb exeee Delia Scala 
George Val du Bois 
OO — SS ree re ree Peter Ford 


Gaio Visconti 
John Kitzmiller 
Ernesto Almirante 
‘ Enzo Turco 


| Bandit Chief 
M. P ; 


Fisherman 
Police Inspector 


Sie. WOMEVEEOD 0s seve ees Renata Nassi 
2” Ee ee . Robert Stevens 
“Ti Ritrovera” is evidence that 


the attempt by Italo producers to 
make their films more palatable to 
the general public is making some 
headway. Perfect formula has yet 
to be found, and this pie is just 
a compromise. Chances in the 
U. S. will be helped by backdrops 
of Naples and Italian Alps, but 
will take plenty of pushing. 


Story, based on an_ actual 
happening two years ago, tells of 
young bride separated from her 
husband on their honeymoon. He’s 
a British Intelligence officer track- 
ing down a gang of smugglers. 
With the help of her village priest, 
the bride finally catches up with 
her husband for the final clinch. 
With an eye to local color, the 
chase leads through teeming, noisy 
streets of Naples. Pic also has a 
good bit of humor, thanks to a 
good performance by Enrico 
Viarisio as the priest, which he 
tops in a scene in which he sets 
up his escape from an MP played 
by John Kitzmiller. Scala as the 
girl has looks and appeal, but slips 
in the acting department. Several 
minor characters are good, fitting 
into Neapolitan atmosphere. 

Giacomo Gentilomo’s direction 
is uneven, but he has caught the 


spirit of the rough and tumble 
days which followed the Allied 
liberation of Italy, mixing in a 


good dose of laughs for okay en- 
tertainment. All credits are good 
and location shots in Naples and 
Alps ‘about 98° of footage) are 
milked for full values. Hawk. 
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these rules would be necessary, 
since it appears highly unlikely 
that prospective buyers would con- 
sider holding a majority stock in- 
terest without actual voting con- 
trol. 

The Nasser brothers, recent in- 
side-trackers on a UA _ purchase, 
are not entering a new bid. They 
are understood to be dickering for 
a possible network buy for their 
General Service studios as a video 


production plant. Sears is re- 
ported hopeful that the treasury 
stock sale would provide final 


solution for all company problems, 
principally _ that of providing 
money for financing indie produc- 
tion. 

Sears’ sales plan grew out of dis- 
cussions held in New York follow- 
ing the board meeting there last 


} 


week. As things now stand, UA} 
execs feel they can continue to 
operate for about a year. Even 


that will mean scraping the bot- 
tom of the barrel. Beyond that, 
however, is the question mark that 
UA has perennially faced: where 
to get product? 

Problem is many times tougher 
than it has been over UA’s 30 
years’ existence for several rea- 


sons. One is the almost impossible | 


time indie producers are 
in getting bank and second-money 
financing. UA’s product source is 
thus all but shut off. Second factor 
is that the company will have no 
further liquifiable assets or other 
financial resources to fall back on 
unless there’s an unexpected 
turn somewhere along the line. 
There’s always the chance, of 
course, that a few unanticipated 
pictures will appear on the horizon 
and relieve the situation tempo- 
rarily—which has been the history 
of UA. UA execs and board mem- 
bers, who gave the situation a 
thorough going over at their ses- 
sion in New York last week, are 
not satisfied, however, with any 
such solution. They feel that the 
continued existence of the com- 


having | 


pany hinges on their finding and | 


| the owners agreeing to a real long- 
term answer to the problem of 


obtaining coin to provide second- | 


money, guarantees and whatever 
other financing is needed to keep 
indie producers going. 
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studio audience, with the home 
contestant directing his studio 
‘partner. The web is mulling kine- 


| scoping its televersion of ‘‘Stop the 
| Music,” which is currently shown 
‘only on interconnected stations. It 


| —**Mourning 


is planned to try “Music” on KGO- | 


TV, San Francisco, preceding and 
following the Kine with an an- 
/nouncement that although Coast 
| viewers will not be able to play 
the game the show’s entertainment 
| value merits screening. 


Audience reaction to the Frisco 
experiment will be measured and 
‘if the “Music” Kine clicks it is 
likely that Admiral and Old Gold. 
| the show’s co-sponsors, will expand 
‘their lineup of stations via film 
transcriptions. 

A day-by-day analysis shows 
Sunday, Thursday and Friday with 
_a heavy sked of giveaways, with six 


quiz offerings un Friday and five. 


‘apiece on Sunday and Thursday. 
As a whole, ratings on the partici- 
pationers are mediocre, but “Win- 
‘ner Take All,” “Break the Bank” 




















and “Stop the Music” are top- 
| tated. 
| Continued from page 4 


tion budget for this year and next. 
He will not have an answer until 
his talks are over this week. 

The $1,500,000 ceiling for aver- 
age pix generally attributed as a 
Schary policy is not a correct state- 


| Yankee” (Par), $13,500. 


ment of the case, production biggie | 


said. “That was the average cost of 
a Metro film not the ceiling,” 
Schary explained. In view of the 
conditions at the boxoffice, that 
average may have to be pulled 
down but there is no definitive 
answer yet, he said. 

Schary believes a good picture 
can still earn $3,500,000-$4.000.000 
domestically. But he concedes that 
the shorter runs for average pix 
are presenting a big problem to 
the studios and distribution staffs. 
His overall production program 
will not concentrate on any _ par- 


| | 
ticular type of film since he js try- 
ing to give the distrib wing a broaq 
variety of pix. 

Schary entrains for the Coast 
Saturday (25). While in New York 
he will see a number of shows [™ 
for buying film rights to Broady a 
hit legiters, he is dubious in view 
of “how much the purchase price 
shoots up the cost of making the 
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SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 10) 
“Happens Every Spring” (20th) 
and “Night Unto Night” (WB). Big 
$13,000 or near. Last week, “‘Alle- 
gro” (Col) and “Miss Rhythm” 
(Mono); no dice at $3,200 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 50-84) 
“Champion” (UA) and “Rusilers” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Down to $5.000 


after okay $9,400 last stanza. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 40-65) 
—‘‘Adventure Baltimore” (RKO) 
plus vaude. Fair $4,500. Last week, 
“File 649” (FC) and “Daughter of 
West (FC) plus vaude, $4.700. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)— 


“Massacre River’ (Mono) and 
“Bamba” (Mono). Passable $7,500. 
Last week, ‘‘Lady Gambles” (U) 
and “Lovable Cheat” (FC), only 
$6,700 in 8 days. 
OMAHA 
(Continued from page 10) 


(UA) and “Lucky Stiff’ (UA), light 
$10,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1.500; 16-65 
“Lust for Gold” (Col). \ildish 
$7,000. Last week, “Green Promise” 
(RKO) and “Tarzan’s Magic Foun- 


tain” (RKO), $6,500. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)~— 
“Big Jack” (M-G) and “Slippy Me- 
Gee” (Rep). Fairly good $4,000. 
Last week, “Pa, Ma Kettle” (U) 
and “Fighting Fools’ (Mono), 


$3,500. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2.800: 16- 
65) — “Happens Every Spring” 
(20th). Fair $10,000. Last week, 
“Champion” (UA), $11,200. 


St. Loo Baseball Bats: 
‘Allegro’-Stage $24,000 


St. Louis, June 21 

As if biz at firstruns was not 
slow enough, theatres here had to 
compete with Cardinals’ giveaway 
stunt. Management of St. Loo club 
dished out orchids to first 4.000 
femmes who showed up for night 
game with Giants Monday (20). 
“Johnny Allegro” is being boosted 
by first stageshow at Loew’s in sev- 
eral years to do best trade in town. 
“Blonde Bashful Bend” is okay at 
Missouri. 

Estin.ates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
Becomes _ Electra” 
(RKO) and “The Judge Steps Out” 
(RKO). Okay $12,500. Last week, 
“Tulsa” (EL) and “It Happens 
Every Spring” (20th) (m.c.), $12,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col) and stage- 
show. Solid $24,000. Last week, 
“Champion” (UA) and “This Is 
N. Y.” (EL), $14,500. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Blonde Bashful Bend” (20th) and 





“The Fan” (20th). Good $14.000. 
Last week, “Night Unto Night” 
(WB) and “Lady Gambles” ‘U), 
$12,500. 


St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Belvedere To College” (20th) and 
“Tuna Clipper” (Mono) ‘(2d_ wk). 
Holding well at $12,000 after great 
$18,500 opener. 


Rain Ups Mont’!; ‘River’ 
Big $11,000, ‘Women’ 13G 


Montreal, June 21. 

Cooler weather after rain Mon- 
day (20) is reviving biz here after 
long heat wave. “City Across 
River” at Imperial looks standout. 
Another newcomer, “Little Wom- 
en” at Loew’s, shapes mild. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Little Women” (M-G). Mild $13.- 
000. Last week, “Connecticut 





Capitol (C.T.) (2.412; 34-60)— 
“Belvedere to College” (20th) (2d 
wk). Nice $12,000 following smash 
first at $20,500. 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60)— 
“Adventure Baltimore”  ‘RKO). 


Slight $7,000. Last week. “Kiss 11 
Dark” (WB), $10,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
“Whiplash” (WB). Okay $11,500. 


Last week, “Tarzan’s Magic Foun- 
tain” (RKO), $11,000. - 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45)— 
“City Across River” (U) and “Kid- 
napped” (U). Socko $11.000. Last 
week, “Rogue’s Regiment” ‘U) @n 
“Henry Rainmaker” (U), $7.500. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1.040; 34-60)— 
“Champion” (UA) (3d wk). Down 
to $6,000 after average $7,000 last 
week. 








! 


JINIWVYD 
‘ONVILUOd 


CTIUVM OOSIONVYI NYS - YIVIAVW 
‘ALIO WWOHYTNO - ODTVW “SIHGWIW - TVINJdWI S 
INNOWYUVd ‘VINVILV - IMMOSSIW “SINOT “LS 


M307 ONVT3AIT0 - NOLIN HOYNASL Ud 
NVIMOdOUL3W S.W3NYYM 


iINOIV INITION Sdiin 








Wednesday, June 22, 1949 


, 


ry- 
ad 





we INN MIVIAVW 





ast 
ek 

As 
ay 
ew 





5) 
()) 
k. 
of 
nd 
10. 
ot 
to 
ay 
ub 
00 


AJONIY 


VUSWVHTV S.YaNYWM “JaMNVATIN 


AVMN34 3 LNNOWWUWd “NOLSOG - AUAINID 4207 
NOLONIHSVM > NOLNVLS S.WaNuvM 





§ 





0 ‘VOFLN - UIVIAVW JHOWIL TV 


IMV1 LIWS + WNISIIOD “FILLVIS 
“ASTM “ILLOTUVHO - LNNOWVYVd 


> 


JIMAT 


ALUan 
NAVH MIN 


YOMYVS “OOVOIHS 
OWIiNd 


VIHdTAGVTIHd - 
SALVG 10 JHINVIVAY IHL 


WYOA MIN ONINIdO 





e- 
n- 
er 
ss 
it. 
n- 

0. 
st 


id 





d- 


6 + RPM 


= 
L 


at Wp 


API 0 sett F 28 


Re 


OTN Be ora 


22 PICTURES 


VARIETY 








teeere 


Clips from 


NEW YORK 


Siegfried Horowitz, 20th-Fox’s | 
Philadelphia sales manager, tapped | 





He succeeds Sam Diamond, named | 
io take over the N. Y. exchange | 
supervision. | 

Skouras’ new Calderone thea- | 
tre, Hempstead, L. I., debuted last | 
night (Tues.). The 2.500-seater, 
claimed to be the largest postwar 
house built, drew a number of film 
biggies to its opening. Theatre’s 
preem was staged for the benefit 


of the Hempstead community 
chest. 

Alfred W. Schwalberg, Para- 
mount’s distribution veepee, at- 


tending a two-day conclave of the 
Associated Theatre Owners of 
Indiana at French Lick, Ind., ac- 
companied by central sales chief 
J. J. Donohue. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


World preem of “Great Dan 
Patch,” newest film produced by 
W. R. Frank, local. independent 
theatre circuit owner, will be held 
July 19 at the State under North- 
west Variety club's sponsorship, 

roceeds going to the club’s heart 
hoanetal fund. | 

Harold Field tours his 
theatre circuit in own plane. 

Bennie Berger and S. D. Kane, 
North Central Allied president 
and executive counsel, to N. Y. in 
try to line up film stars for p.a. 
here at national Allied States con- 
vention in October. 

Chick Evans, United Artists ex- 
ploiteer, in from Chicago to beat 
drums for Twin City “Champion” 
engagements. | 

Warner office staff giving fare- 
well party for Gene Meredith, 
chief accountant, transferred to 
Jacksonville, Fla., as office man- | 
ager. 

20th-Fox saturation deals for 
“Sand” finds 122 day-and-date 
pacts already closed. 

Territory’s theatres cooperating 
in big way in current savings bond 
drive, with local exhibitors han- 
dling Treasury department’s ‘“Cov- 
ered Wagon” visits. 

Eating of candy and popcorn 

rohibited in the Hollywood and 
Onions at Litchfield, Minn., near 
here. 

Mott, N. D., population only 860, 
to have its first film theatre as part 
of $125,000 amusement center. | 
House will seat 450. 

Richfield, suburban house, raised | 
$1,200 for family of slain police- | 
man with preview of “The Cham- | 
pion,” which United Artists pro- 
vided gratis and in advance of 
regular Minneapolis showing. Eve- | 
ning’s gross was donated. | 

Saturation bookings will neces- | 
sitate from 60 to 70 prints in this| 
territory for “Great Dan Patch,” | 
produced by W. R. Frank, local 
theatre circuit owner. Will have) 
world preems here and in Indiana. | 

Warner Bros. office staff tossed | 
farewell party for Gene Meredith, 
chief accountant, promoted to of- | 
fice manager of Jacksonville, Fla., 
branch. Alice Kuhlman succeeds 


Iowa 


im. 

“Red Shoes” set for roadshow 
dates at Duluth and _ Rochester, 
Minn., with Walter Hoffman in 
charge. 

C. B. Stiff and Fred Larkir, vet) 
Paramount northwest theatre cir- 
euit district managers, have retired 
from active duty, but will be re- 
tained in an advisory capacity. Stiff, 
who handled the Twin Cities’ dis- 
trict, is replaced by Charles Zinn, | 
upped from manager of State here. 
Larkin is succeeded as South Da-' 
kota district manager by Woody 
Prought, promoted from assistant 
North Dakota district manager. 


PITTSBURGH | 


Summer film policy at Casino, | 
local burtesque house, failed to 
catch on and folded after three 
weeks. Gabe Rubin, owner of Art 
Cinema, was in on deal. 

Donald Kranz, Eagle Lion sales- 
man, resigned to go into silk stock- 
ing vending machine business in 
New York. 

Leonard Tischler acquired Co- 
Jonial, Coverdale, Pa., from Sam 
Yakish, who will devote all his 
time to Lakeside drive-in at Con- 
neaut Lake which he and Elmer | 
Hasley, East Pittsburgh exhib, are 
opening soon. 

Lewis Hepinger’s health suffi- 
ciently improved to permit him to | 
resume booking and buying for his | 
Orpheum, Clarion, Pa. 

George Curtz, of Par, 
resident of Film Row 
eague for 1949-50. 

Bill Walker, Craftan exhib, re- 
cuperating in Presbyterian hos- 
pital where he recently underwent 
a second spinal operation. 

George Josack, WB circuit man- 


elected 
Bowling 





|ager for years and recently at the 


Film Row 


Ball and Sam Siegel, of L. A. ; 
Neighborhood film houses in this 


44tseses varea are going in for price cutting 


Plaza, resigned. 


| had been with 


F. D. Moore, Jr., son of Warner , 
exchange chief, now represents the 


here. Moore formerly was in the 
West Virginia territory for this, 
company. : | 

Constantine theatre interests of | 
Steubenville, O., slated to come | 
into this area with formation of | 
Victoria Theatre Corp. New or- 
ganization’s officers are acquiring 
Valley theatre at Brackenridge, 
Pa., from Wallace McKitten. 

Wally Anderson changed name 
of Utopian, Sheffield, Pa., which he 
recently bought from H. H. Bal- 
densperger, to the Penn. 

Alan Wieder, RKO exploitation 
man in this district, has been spend- 
ing recent weeks in West Virginia 
stirring in preparation for simulta- 
neous preems of “Roseanna Mc- 
Coy,” in Morgantown, Clarksburg, 
Moundsville, Wheeling and Park- 
ersburg in August. Fulton gets it 
here at same time. - 

Norbert Stern, drive-in pioneer 
here, back from fiving trip to Rio 
De Janeiro, where he went to look 
over possibility of building some 
outdoor theatres in South America. 


VANCOUVER | 

Larry Bearg, western division 
manager of Famous Player-Cana- 
dian Corp., here on business tour, 
attended opening of the new 900- 
seaters at Kelowna and Chilliwack. 

George F. Brewerton, operator 
of prairie houses, took over 1,000- 
seat Rex from Willis P. Dewees. | 
Dewees built house in 1912 and 
was original holder of First Na- 
tional franchise here. 

Famous Players-Canadian Corp. 
moved. offices from Vancouver 
Block into Strand Theatre build- 
ing. Shift was made after W. P. De- | 


wees, who had occupied same 
since days of Allen Theatres, va- 
cated. 


Frank Soltice, Eagle Lion sales- 


man, now managing drive-in at 
Penticton. 
Three new theatres. planned 


here. Dave MacFarlane plans 900- 
seater while a 785-seat house is 
planned by Howard Fletcher. A 
750-seat theatre is being con- 
structed in south end. 

Alterations costing $35,000 are | 
proposed for the Auditorium 
owned by the Patrick Bros. The 
2,500-seat house has been used for 
concerts and_ recitals. It will 
be managed by Guy Patrick, for- 
merly of Evergreen Theatres, Port- 
land, Ore. | 


BOSTON | 


The Esquire, ATC _ operated, | 
manager Wilfred Tully transferred | 
to the Bayside, Hull, a summer) 
situation. | 

Ted Fleisher, Interstate buyer | 
and booker, and Joseph Cohen, | 
local exhibitor, celebrated their | 
25th reunion at Harvard College | 
this week. 

Nat Ross rejoined United Artists | 
sales staff for Maine, New Hamp- | 
shire and Vermont territories. 
company for 12 
years until two years ago when he 
resigned. 


KANSAS CITY 


Leo Hayob opened his new Mary 
Lou, Marshall, Mo., last June 15. | 
New theatre seats nearly 800. 

Bob Line new salesman for Na- | 
tional Screen Service in the north- 
west Kansas territory. He is just 
out of Kansas U. 

Directors of Kansas - Missouri 
Theatre Assn. switched date of 
annual convention to Sept. 20-21. 
New date set in order to follow 


|closely after the national conven- 


tion in Los Angeles, Sept. 12-16. 

Elmer Rhoden, Jr., is hobbling | 
around Commenwelth circuit of- 
fices with cast on his foot: fracture | 
resulted from fall down some 
stairs. : 

“Babe” Cohn, manager of Para- 
mount, staging a celebration be- 
ginning June 22 with the opening 
of “Sorrowful Jones” there. It is 
in honor of theatre’s 30th anni- 
versary. House was built by Frank 
Newman. 

Miller Drive-In Theatres expects 
to open its new ozoner in Leaven- 
worth, Kans., next month. 


LOS ANGELES 

Robert L. Clark, Paramount 
salesman here, upped to sales 
manager of San Francisco branch. 

Marcal and Picfair, local pix | 
houses, raised scale 65c to 85c de- | 
spite current trend toward lower | 
admissions; no_ protests from 
patrons. 

Jerry Saffron, Columbia’s west- 
ern district chief, held regional 
sales meeting here attended by R. 


|ing grosses. 


He) 


and giveaways to stimulate droop-| 
Two downtown the-| 


atres, Orpheum and Los Angeles, 
are handing out automobiles, with | 


iG i ss 7 d 
for branch manager of that sector. Tri-State Antomatic Candy Corp. | increased business, every Tuesday 


night. Some smaller houses _ re- 
verted to bank nites and crockery 
nights. 


ST. LOUIS 


Missouri State Senate passed a 
new state safety code for theatres 
and other buildings used for pub- 
lic amusement after House took 
similar action. Measure 
the governor’s signature. A _ sé 
tion in new act repeals an in- 
former clause in. preser.t law 
which permitted a person filing an 


sec- 


| 


T 7 
'C. Hill, Denver; William Seib, Salt Bert Catley. Hans Kolmar, pub- 

|'Lake City; L. E. Tillman, San) licist in the Frisco office, named 
| Francisco; J. R. Beale, Portland; | 
| Newl Walton, Seattle, and Wayne | 
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ad-publicity director in Oakland. | 


Other changes made by Fox) 
West Coast include: Robert Apple. 
to Grand Lake, Oakland, as mgr., | 
succeeding Frank Jenkins. Apple. 


> ° | 
was former mgr. of Senator in the, 





margin by the windup of 1949. 
latest SEC report, filed last week, 


Its 


East Bay, A. R. Hansen, asst. Mgr. | showed a $16,099,491 gross for the 
of the Fox, Frisco, is now mgr. of three months ended April 30. This 


the Senator. 


BUFFALO | 


Pam-O-Film, of Buffalo, has 
been taken over by the new Screen 


| Guild Productions headed by Wil- 


awaits | 


action against a theatre for alleged | 


violation to collect one-half of any 
penalty assessed. 

Bank Night at three film houses 
in Belleville, lll., 14 miles from 
here, came to sudden end _ last 
week when Chief of Police, R. G. 
Dobson, ordered it discontinued. 

Henry Holloway, owner of two 
1,000-car drive-ins and three other 
regular picture theatres in St. 
Louis County, closed 30-year oper- 
ation deal with the Midwest Drive- 
In Theatres Corp., 
Philip Smith, Boston, Mass. 


CHICAGO 


Frank Young, with United Art- 
ists for 25 years, moved over to 
Monogram, 

Moline, Tl. passed 2% amuse- 
ment tax on all film and dramatic 
houses; goes into effect July 1. 

Variety Club tent 26 board of 
directors earmarked $100,000 for 
charity to be raised by benefits 
during next year. One of the pro- 
jects will be in memory of Henri 
Elman and Dave Balaban, who died 
within the last month. 

20th-Fox employees threw a 
shindig for Tom Gilliam and Jack 
Lorentz, Chi and Milwaukee man- 
agers, on 25th wedding anniver- 
saries. 

Stradford, Warner 
house, moves up to firstrun on 
“Stratton Story” day-dating with 
Capitol and Avalon. 

Variety Club is holding its sixth 
annual outing and golf tournament 
June 24. 


DALLAS 


Helen Twelvetrees, 
legit and film star, is now the wife 
of Lt. Conrad R. Payne, who is 
now stationed at 
Force Base in San Antonio. She 
married the fighter-pilot while a 
member of a USO cast on tour in 
Germany. 

Interstate Theatres’ Capitol in 
Brownsville will be completely re- 


closed its doors for summer with | Modeled. 


Tom Sumners, of San Marcos, 
now sole owner of the Josephine, 
deluxe nabe, San Antonio. 


PORTSMOUTH, N. H. 


Dr. Albert G. Johnson, Negro 
doctor in Keene, whose life story 


liam Rosenow, former’ branch 
manager for Selznick. The new 
company will hold state rights for 
New York outside of the metro- 
politan district. Eleanor Paradeis, 
former proprietor of Pam-O-Film 
becomes office manager for Screen 
Guild. 


ALBANY 


Indian Ladder drive-in, which 
Don Hallenbeck opened recently, 
is being picketed by Loeal 324 be- 
cause of allegedly employing non- 
unio.. operators. First time such 
a controversy has developed at 


| drive-ins of this area. 


headed by | 


southside | 


The Leland, Albany’s oldett 
theatre, which was gutted by fire 
March 6, will reopen June 24, 
after a complete facelifting. 


LYNCHBURG, VA. 


Zenobia V. (Soapy) Austin, ex- 
vaude trouper and more recently 
manager of film houses in William- 
son, W. Va., and Roanoke, Va., 
made manager of Academy here, 
succeeding Robert White. Latter 
resigned to become manager of 
new Harvey's drive-in which opens 
this month. ” 


INDIANAPOLIS 


Bill Ainsworth, head of National 
Allied, and A. W. Schwa!berg, 
Paramount general sales manager, 
are headliners for sole business 
session on two-day program at 
summer convention of Associated 
Theatre Owners of Indiana, open- 
ing at French Lick tomorrow 
(Wed.). 


SAN ANTONIO 


A proposed source of additional 
income for the city would be a 
5% amusement tax. This source 
was being discussed by the mavor 


| and cify commissioners at a closed 


one - time | 


Lackland Air | 


session here. A tax would also be 
placed on dancehalls, with an esti- 
mated return of $13,000. 


LOUISVILLE 


Terry Turner, RKO exploitation 
chief, in town last week to set cam- 
paign for world preem of ‘Rose- 


anna McCoy,” the Alberta Hannum 
| romance on one phase of Hatfield- 


inspired the production, will at-_| : ; 
‘sure that the entertainment is 


tend world preem of the docu- 
mentary, ‘Lost Boundaries,” at 
Colonial and Olympia here June 
22. Film was shot here.  Pro- 


‘ceeds of first day will go to Ports- 
Center, | 


mouth —_ Rehabilitation 
which aided in securing bit play- 


|ers and extras for the film. 





CINCINNATI 


Changing bait to lift summer 
trade, RKO Theatres is ballying 


/ hold chores and the kids. 


“two new big features on every. 


program,” policy going into effect 


this week at 3,100-seat Albee and. 


the 2,600-seat Palace, largest of its 
six downtown houses. Except for 


rare instances, reissues have been. 


the twin bill fare at RKO stands 
for years. 


WASHINGTON 


National theatre, legiter turned 
into pix house over the issue of 
Negro exclusion, switches from 
firstrun to subsequent-run policy 
as of this week, day-dating with 
the class nabes. It will 
features weekly and 65c top as do 
the town’s better -nabes. 


SEATTLE 


Evergreen State Theatres re- 
entering show biz in Olympia, 
Wash., with construction of the 
State, 1,000-seater. Expected to be 
completed in September. Will give 
the Washington capital city four 
houses. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Jack MacDougall, with Fox West 
Coast for the past 20 years and for 
the past few years advertising and 
publicity manager in nearby Oak- 
land, appointed manager of the 
Fox-Oakland, succeeding the late 


use two, 


McCoy feud. Preem has been set 
for Rialto here, Aug. 17. 











Balaban Plan 


Continued from page 5 








compares with $14,898,958 grossed 
by U for same period of '48. 
U and Col 

U’s net for the same quarter 
came to $252,293 in the company’s 
first return to profitable operations 
in the past 12 months. Company 
still has losses of $465,242 for the 
half-year period since it was in the 
red to the tune of $717,535 during 
the first quarter because of 
amortization of costly films. It has 
demonstrated, however, its ability 
to turn out cheaper pix without 
affecting its gross-copping strength. 

Columbia also points up the dis- 
trib rally. After a $23,000 loss suf- 
fered during the first fiscal quar- 
ter of '49 (period ended Sept. 25), 
Col has scored comeback to earn 
$171,000 for the first six months 
and $452,000 in a nine-month pe- 
riod. Gross returns, accordiug to 
SEC reports, are also rising slowly, 
Exclusive of foreign remittances, 
Col grossed $8,525,000 for its first 
quarter; $8,668,000 in its second: 
and $8,924,000 in its third. 

Also showing a loss at the end 
of °48 but back in the black-ink 
column is Republic. Rep wound 
up last year in the rut for $564,499, 
Its net during the first quarter of 
’49, ended Jan. 29, was $413,000. 
Likelihood that Rep will continue 
to gain is seen in the fact that its 
grosses during the second quarter 
totalled $7,626,709 or substantially 
ahead of the $6,362.847 garnered 
for the initial period when the 
company scored its $413,800 net. 

RKO’s Costly Weakies 


While RKO is still struggling to 
absorb the costs of a number of 
expensive weakies released last 
year, company execs predict that 
the outfit will have its distrib 
operations turning in profits before 
the company splits, Nov. 8. In- 
dicating that RKO’s revenues are 
at a sound level is the fact that it 
grossed $27,100,000 during the first 
three months of '49, a total only 
slightly less than the $27,654,000 
scored in ’47 when the company 
had a banner year. 

Gains in grosses are also being 
registered by 20th-Fox, Paramount 
and Metro. This factor is consid- 
ered vital since there is no doubt 
that the pix released by these com- 
panies present a lesser amortiza- 
tion problem than in the recent 


years. Twentieth, for _ instance, 
grossed $43,490,969 in its first 
quarter of this semester against 
$40,316,174 last year. 

Metro’s net for the first six 


months of ’49 total $4.117.117. This 
sum almost equals the $5.309.659 
which the company netted for the 
entire year of '48. 








be with us,” said the veteran show- 
man. “It only means that it’s up 
to imaginative showmen to make 


‘de luxe,’ otherwise they will keep 
them home in their neighbor- 
hoods.” 

As for television’s inroads, Bala- 
ban laughs that off. ‘I‘t will be the 
same as with radio; the family still 
will want to get out of the house, 
especially the mother who’s been 
hemmed in all day with her house- 
Show- 
men, naturally, must see to it that 
they make the going-out appeal 
sufficiently attractive. Otherwise 
they will stay home.” 

But right now one of the biggest 
headliners in show business is the 
price, and new standards must be 
created to attune to the reduced 
admission, in his opinion. 








Hughes’ Coin 


Continued from page % 








guaranteed by the Nassers. Lat- 
ters’ angle is to get tenants for the 
General Service. Studios, which 
they own. Therefore, a producer 
to obtain second-money from the 
Hughes’ fund must come to a deal 
with the Nassers for studio space. 
Since their terms are high and 
there are numerous angles _in- 
volved, many producers would 
rather forego the financing than 
accept the deal. 

Sears’ task is thus made doubly 
difficult, since he has this problem 
on top of the basic one of getting 
together a producer with an ac- 
ceptable script, director, player and 
other elements. In the meantime, 
UA is seeking other sources of in- 
die financing without the Nasser 
Strings atiached, 





Paramount 


—_—_, Continued from page 5 | 





being a big operator in the Minne- 
apolis sector, is also prez of North 
Central Allied. 

Berger told Variety that he 
would not reach a deal unless Par 
came down on its demands. He has 
also confabbed with James J. Dono- 
hue, Par’s central division miana- 
ger, on the same subject. 

Schwalberg has instructed his 
staff to lean backwards on any ex- 
hib gripes. This, in turn, is said to 
represent a change of attitude on 
Par’s part. It frequently led the 
fight for distribs on the question 
of terms and clearances. Hence- 
forth, the word from Schwalberg 
is, sales staffers must give exhibs 
every possible break on disputes 
if it means getting bookings where 
none existed before. 


Chi Fight on TV 


Continued from page ? aaa 











via newly developed big screen 
RCA equipment. It will be some- 
what in the nature of an experl- 
ment in projecting instantly in 4 
large house, especially after trans- 
mitting such a long distance. 

While Par would like to run this 
fight on the screen of its Chicago 
theatre, in Chicago, understanding 
on the TV rights, according to re- 
ports late yesterday, is that no tele- 
casting will be permitted in the ¢ hi 
area. Fight is being staged in 
Comiskey Park, Chicago. Pata- 


mount was still working on the 
possibility of getting TV on the 
bout into the Chicago theatre at 
| presstime yesterday (Tues.). 
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at his press conference 
ret Thursday (16). He called the 
whole business of hunting Com- 
mies under every bed a form of 
hysteria and said that he would 
gee that it was ended as far as the 
executive branch of the Govern- 
ment was concerned. 
the President guarded- 


Further, , 
ly indicated some disapproval of 
FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover when 


asked concerning reports of the 
Jatter’s resignation because of Tru- 
man’s ire. Although the FBI was 
not guilty of publicizing the names 
at the Coplon trial, it was its un 
verified lists supplied to the State 
Dept. that put the smear on Fred 
ric March and Florence Eldridge 
Edward G. Robinson, Helen Hayes, 
Dorothy Parker, Norman Corwin 
and a flock of others. 

In the cases of March and Miss 
Eldrige, the FBI’s annoymous in- 
formant, No. 402, reported a long 
list of activities such as speeches 
at a fund-raising rally for Russian 
medical aid during the war. FBI 
failed to point out, however, that 
the couple also contributed gener- 
ously to a fund for buying an am- 
bulance for Finland when that 
country was at war with the Soviet 
Union. 

Sez Lippmana 


Widespread Red-baiting to which 
Government officials, as well as 
Hollywoodites, have been subject- 
ed, brought the following columnar 
reaction from Lippmann; “The 
American people deserve some- 
thing a great deal better than... 
a sticky ‘stew of rumor, innuendo 
and suspicion from men who 
have sought their votes and profess 
to represent them and serve them. 

“And some fine day they will be- 
come sick and tired of the little 
ranting. strutting men. They will 
insist that this disorderly conduct 
come to an end and that the great 
decent majority in Congress reas- 
sert their rights and their dignity 
and their authority.” 

Marshall Field’s Chicago Sun- 
Times took the editorial view that 
Attorney-General Tom Clark 
“bears a heavy burden on his con- 
science for the smear of Fredric 
March, Edward G. Robinson, Doro- 
thy Parker, and other film figures 
in the Judith Coplon spy trial.” If 
it was a case of losing the convic- 
tion of Miss Coplon by foregoing 
the reading of the unverified lists 
containing the names or of unjust- 
ly stigmatizing these people, D.ofJ. 
“should have given priority to the 
rights of Fredric March, et al.,” 
the Sun-Times said. 

“Suppose the FBI reports had 
contained the names of several 
cabinet members, a judge or two 
and the senators and congressmen 
who handle the Justice Dept. ap- 
propriations,” editorial continued. 
‘Can anybody believe that the De- 
partment would have chosen in that 
case, to disclose the reports? 

“But Fredric March, Dorothy 
Parker, Norman Corwin and the 
others—that was different. The 
Department did not mind letting 
THEM be smeared.” 

N.Y. Herald Tribune, while 
agreeing with the D.ofJ.’s prosecu- 
tion of Miss Coplon, despite the 
name disclosures, declared: “The 
Source of the allegations is anony- 
mous; there is not evidence that 
they are true, or even that the FBI 
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A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
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thought them to be true: but there 
they stand in print, capable of 
doing lasting harm to the individ- 
uals concerned. It seems an ap- 
palling case of reckless misuse of 
privilege and unjustified witch- 
hunting.” 

San Francisco Chronicle, wham- 
ming Senator Jack Tenney, who 
recently added the name of Danny 
Kaye to those branded as ‘Red.’ 
asserted: “We particularly rise to 
his back-handed implication that 
because we have attacked his 
razzle-dazzle, witch-burning, head- 
line-grabbing techniques, we are 
unpatriotic and unperceptive of the 
dangers facing America ... We re- 
gard Tenney as having contributed 
more to Communism than any 
other one influence in California, 
excepting possibly some of the hy- 
sterical newspapers he extolls ... 
In our opinion, 100% Americanism 


is not established by shouting, ‘I 
am a 100% American.’ 
N.Y. Times last Friday (17) ran 


a letter from William Agar on the 
Marches. Regarding the charge 
that they had spoken at the Russian 
medical relief rally, he asked: ‘Was 
this discreditable? Who would not 
have done so’? And who, with a 
well-known name, having refused, 
would not immediately have been 
‘branded as a fascist?” 
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> tended 

hope “that something might come 
out of present efforts,” although 
he certainly indicated no great 
optimism. It was he who intro- 
duced the thought that divorce- 
ment might be the key to success 
in such a project since there'd be 


no more “schizophrenia” dual 
personality—by the majors. In 
other words they wouldn’t find 
themselves, as both the buyers and 
sellers on film, on both sides of 
the fence at once. Gamble feels 
that a company by representing 
just one interest can participate 
more readily in an organization 


such as is proposed 

Furthermore, it was elsewhere 
observed, this might also make it 
more attractive to those indie ex- 
hibs who have traditionally hesi- 
tated to join any organization of 
which affiliate theatres were also 
members. As a matter of fact, one 
of the bleaker aspects of the 
MPAA’s whole current effort has 
been its failure as yet to get to- 
gether with the Allied States Ex- 
hibitors Assn., most important out- 
fit repping indies. A meeting has 
finally been set for this weekend, 
with Johnston, Harmon and RKO 
prez Ned E. Depinet, chairman of 
the exhibitor and community rela- 
tions committee ot the MPAA 
board, journeying to Indianapolis 
to meet with Allied execs. How 
well this will work out remains to 
be seen, since, aside from the nor- 
mally jaundiced view Allied might 
take of such an affiliation, Harmon 
has not smoothed the path by 


‘scheduling confabs with TOA while 


leaving Allied until later. 
Much to Be Gained 


MPAA board members have in a 
manner authorized the efforts of 
Johnston, since they see in the suc- 
cess of any such organization as he 
proposes a chance to create good 


| will and cut down on the anti-trust 


damage suits by exhibs, which have 
nicked the majors for millions of 
dollars in recent years. They take 
a rather case-hardened view, how- 
ever, generally feeling that no ex- 
hib is going to be wooed by sen- 
timental good will into giving up 
any financial or personal gain he 
can make. They admit, on the 
other hand, that their own reaction 
would be pretty much the same. 
Latest step in the attempts by 
the MPAA to set up an encompass- 
ing group was a luncheon in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) called by 
RKO president Ned E. Depinet, 
chairman of the exhibitor and com- 
munity relations committee of the 
MPAA board. Attending were reps 
Harry Brandt's Independent 
Theatre Owners and of the Metro- 
politan Motion Picture Theatres 
Assn. They represent between 
them most New York exhibs. 
Session followed an exploratory 
meeting with TOA held last week 
by Depinet and other members 
of his commiitee William F. 
Rodgers. Metro v.p. in charge of 
distribution: Austin C. Keough, 
Paramount counsel. and Maurice 
Bergman aide to the prez of Uni- 


; versal, 


| London Films’ Boxall, 


Scapegoat | 


Now in U.S., Optimistic 
Optimistic view of the British 
film industry's future cited by 


Board of Trade prez Harold Wil- | 
son in a weekend address before. 
the annual film school of the Na-! 


tional Film Assn. was also re- 
flected by Harold Boxall, co-man- 


aging director of London Film Pro- | 
ductions, Lid., upon his arrival in | 


New York Monday (20) on the 
Queen Mary. 

Apprised of Wilson’s speech, 
Boxall agreed that the industry’s 
sharp rise in production over re 
cent months “certainly indicates 
that the turning point has been 
passed.”’ 


Boxall planes to the Coast today 
(Wednesday) for conferences with 
20th-Fox studio toppers. He de 
clined to amplify the nature of the 
forthcoming talks aside from com- 
menting that “20th is using our 
studios for some of their pictures.” 














| Brit. Govt. 
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son in his Sunday speech of the 
pickup in British production from 
the doldrums of a tew months ago 
is taken here as indicating he 
satisfied with recovery being made 
by the industry and that therefore 
nationalization or further socializa- 
tion is not called for. In any case, 
it is said the Labor government is 
opposed to nationalization because 
it is felt that it would give British 
pix even a harder time than nor- 
mal in finding playing time on 
American screens. British govern- 
ment is. not unmindful, it was said 
by one English observer here, that 
U. S. exhibs’ innate opposition to 
anything that might have the taint 
of propaganda through government 
sponsorship is so great that even 
Yank government films during the 
war had trouble getting dates. 

Wilson’s talk. given before the 
annual school of the National Film 
Assn... was seen as greatly clarify- 
ing the situation regarding the 
British industry, its plans and the 
government’s intentions concern- 
ing it. On the progress side, Wil- 
son said that compared with the 
10 first quality features in produc- 
tion at the end of March, there 
are now 15 before the cameras and 
17 more ready to start within the 
next month or two. Employment 
in the studios has increased by 
more than 500 persons during this 
period, he added. 


Budgets 


Improvement, he said, was due 
to the direct and indirect partici- 
pation by the Film Finance Corp. 
and by a reduction in production 
costs. Major problem remaining, 
Board of Trade topper declared, 
was ho!ding down budgets, but he 
warned that this must not be at- 
tained by sacrificing quality. 

Expounding on the latter point. 
he made it clear that the British 
would continue efforts to compete 
in world markets and in the U. S. 
in particular. 
stated, the industry must produce 
a sufficient number of high quality 
prestige pictures. 

At the same time, Wilson added, 
British producers must turn out 
enough “home market films” to 
keep screen lighted. This was 
taken to indicate that rather than 
lowering the 45% quota 
after Oct. 1), Wilson wants to push 
for sufficient local product to meet 
theatre requirements. 

Neither the British nor any film 
industry can afford to organize it- 
self on a limited home-market 
basis, he said, declaring that ‘ex- 
port or die’ was as much a re- 
quirement for films and as for the 
nation as a whole. 

On the quota, he declared: ‘We 
seek no monopoly of our own 
screen time, or that of any other 
country. We seek no quota pro- 
tection beyond that necessary to 
maintain the industry at the rate 
at which it can reasonably be ex- 
pected to produce. Equally, we 
have the right to expect free ac- 
cess and a fair showing for British 
films on the screens of the world.” 

Wilson cautioned the industry 
against allowing ‘“‘stereotyped mass 
production films (without = any 
chance of earning dollars and over- 
seas revenue) to result from the 
campaign to cut production costs 
to what can certainly be recovered 
on the home market.” 

“No one will deny that the in- 
dustry, perhaps through contagion 
from overseas, has indulged in 
standards of costs far in excess of 
what sound economics would de- 


IS 


mand,” he concluded. 


For this reason, he | 


(40% | 


| 
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viewpoint. 
presented a joint protest on Eng- 
land to State last week. 


On Governmental Basis 


With heat being shown by foreign 
managers at failure of State Dept. 
reps abroad to rally to the indus- 
try’s support, it is presumed that 
SIMPP will have no difficulty in 
getting the MPAA to continue to 
go along with it on its campaign. 
SIMPP bases its view on two 
points: (1) that restrictions imposed 


abroad are by governments and 
should be fought by the govern- 
ment, rather than by an individual 


and (2) that since films 
provide a means of spreading the 
gospel of American to go foreign 
lands without a cent of cost to the 
government against the mil- 
lions, for instance, for “Voice of 
America’”—it is to the State Dept.’s 
interest to that Hollywood 
product gets every break. 

This was explained recently to 
President Truman by Ellis’ G. 
Arnall, prez of the Society of In- 


industry 


“as 


see 


dependent Motion Picture’ Pro- 
ducers. The President promised 
his support and telephoned the 
word to Secretary of State Dean 
Acheson. Path to the State Dept. 
has been somewhat smoother for 


the industry since then, but there’s 
still a feeling that not sufficient 
fighting spirit is being shown. 


Joaquin Rickard’s Meets 
With U. S.-Arg. Brass 

Buenos Aires, June 11. 
Rickard, manager for 
Latin America of the Motion Pic- 
ture Association of America, has 
been in Argentina for the past 
three weeks and has had a num- 
ber of confabs with U. S. Embassy 
officials, and important members 


Joaquin 


of the Argentine Government, in- 
cluding various members of the 
Cabinet. 


He had a long powwow with Min- 
ister of Economy Ares (June 10), 
but was unwilling to make any 
statements to the press, except 
that the Minister had asked him to 
see him again next week, which 
he said he would be very glad to 
do. 

In discussing the situation, Rick- 
ard stated: “Eric Johnston and 
the presidents and foreign man- 
agers of all our member compan- 
‘ies want to collaborate in every 


| possible way with our own Govern- 


ment in all its efforts to find solu- 
tions to our economic problems in 
Latin America. Accordingly, in 
Argentina, we have offered to sup- 


ply the films required for satisfac- | 


tory operation of the Argentine 
motion picture theatres and to wait 
for dollar remittances until such 
time as the exchange situation has 


improved. We made this offer in| 


writing to the Banco Central 
Buenos Aires on April 18, but have 
as yet received no answer. Now 
that the Argentine Government has 


in| 


concluded the main outlines of its | 


trade 
Britain, 


agreement 
there will 


soon now an answer to our formal 
offer of cooperation. 
“The Argentine film 
has made considerable progress in 
the last few wears and has pro- 
duced a number of excellent films. 
lis future depends on 


of first class pictures and on es- 
tablishing an efficient marketing 


organization in foreign countries. | 
I think it is generally recognized | 
that any attempt to straight-jacket | 


the American film industry would 
have a disastrous effect on Argen- 
tine production itself, as well as on 
theatre operations and would soon 
prove itself to be prejudicial to the 


general economy of the country, in | 


many ways. A s a country with a 


commendable ambition to create | 


an important industry of motion 
picture production, and in my 
opinion with excellent prospects 


of so doing, her interests from 
world-wide point of view are the 
same as ours in recognizing the 


with Great) 
doubtless be | 
| more time for the consideration of | 
other matters and we hope to have | 


industry | — 


its being | 
|able to produce a larger number | 


importance of keeping down every- 


where barriers which prevent a 
free exchange of motion pictures 
between one country and another.” 

Meanwhile, locally made pix 
continue predominating in the 
first-run theatres of Buenos Aires 
and this week again they have 
been held over at four of 11 first- 
run houses and a large number of 
second-run. 

Apart from the predominating 
| problem of the Argentine dollar 








The two organizations | deficit, U. S. motion pictures must 


overcome the pressuring by Ar- 
gentine producers who lose no op- 
portunity of angling for increased 
protection for their own industry. 
Against this the foreign film im- 
porters can only highlight the fact 
that theatre grosses reach the 
highest figures when imported 
films are exhibited, and this in 
turn benefits the Argentine State, 
via the various taxes paid by ex- 
hibitors and distributors 

With U. S. business interests 
perturbed over the effects on U. S.- 
Argentine trade of the agreement 


reached between the British and 
Argentine governments, which is 
tantamount to a barter deal to be 


effective for five years, and which 
allows for imports into Argentina 
of many commodities and goods 
formerly brought from the U. S., 
the whole question of U. S.-Argen- 
tine trade is due for revision, and 
motion pictures are an important 
feature of that trade. This is im- 
portant not only from the economie 
point of view, but because of their 
impact in presenting the American 
way of life 





TW Trailers 








ees Continued from page Jee 
agreed, Sullivan asserted, that ordi- 
nary trailers are of no value on 
television. They are always too 
long, don't get their sell over 
quickly or interestingly enough 
and most exhibs feel that they’re 
made up of scraps from the cut- 
ting room floor TOA head said 
that exhibs want trailers that are 
specially conceived and shot for 
video 

Sullivan has written to all the 
companies informing them of ex- 


hib anxiousness to have TV trailers 
and laying out specifications for 
them. Up to last week, Universal, 
20th-Fox,, RKO and Republic had 
replied favorably. In general, they 
said they were experimenting with 
the new medium and wanted as 
much more dope as Sullivan had 
available. 

TOA topper has been traveling 
through the country addressing 
exhib conventions, with television 
the major item in his speech. He 
takes no sides on the results that 
TV might have on theatre attend- 
ance, but is outlining what prog- 
ress has been made both in home 
and large-screen video and recom- 
mends exhibs keep themselves in- 
formed. 

Sullivan talked to Theatre Own- 
ers of Tennessee last week and 
goes to New Mexico June 28. He 
had previously spoken in New 
York, Georgia and Arkansas. 
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DEATH GRIP SEEN TIGHTENING ON ON N. Y. 
— OUTLETS; TRICK RATE CARDS IN STYLE 








The timetable on the demise of 
gome of the New York independent 
stations is being moved up in some 
informed quarters, with expecta- 


tions that the next two years will | 


gee some surprising kilocycle obits 
written in the nation’s No. 1 mar- 
ket. : 

Some of the station managers 
make no bones as to their alarm 
over the swiftly-moving transitions 
which find increasing inroads from 


television, particularly in the after- | 


dark segments, 
burdens put upon the sales boys 
in trying to attract clients. 

It’s no secret that several of the 
Gotham stations have been on the 
market for some time, with no 
takers. Biz has been nosediving 
and trick rate cards have become 
fashionable, but in many instances 
they are getting a reverse reaction 


from prospective sponsors, who 
view with alarm the ‘‘come in at 
any price” offers. As such, the sta- 
tions, it’s been established, are 


actually harming themselves. 
There’s an almost frantic grop- 
ing on a management level to es- 
tablish “formulas for the future” 
which will help the stations coun- 
ter the TV inroads and remain in 
business. The need for “special- 
ized patterns” is recognized right 
down the line, with an awareness 


that such operations as the news- | 


music slanted WNEV;; the bilingual 
WOV: WQXR, with its selective 
musical programming, etc., have 
the best chances for survival when 
the TV competition really becomes 
tough. 

Envisioned in the stations’ blue- 
print for the future, and this in- 
cludes the key network outlets, is 
the finding of ways and means to 
maintain “in the black’’ operations 
in the face of a possible 50% cut 
in gross revenues three or four 
years hence. 


Auction Bid Winds 
Up as Bum Steer For 
WFIL’s Roger Clipp 


Philadelphia, June 21. 

Roger W. Clipp, general man- 
ager of WFIL and,.WFIL-TV, got 
a jolt when E. J. Hartenbower, 
general manager of KCMO, Kan- 
gas City, sent him an 834-pound 
steer, delivered to Clipp on the 
hoof. 

The steer, somewhat irritated 
after its trip from Kaycee, wore a 
card around its neck directing it 
be sent to Clipp at his office. Clipp 
inadvertently won the animal, May 
25, when his bid of $300 bought 
the yearling in an auction at 
KCMO, run in connection with the 
appearance of Ted Mack’s amateur | 
hour. 

Motivated by humanitarian con- 
siderations (or a bum steer) the | 
Philadelphia station manager firm- 
ly declined delivery in the form of 
10-pound= steaks. Hartenbower’s 
answer was to send the beef here 
intact—and unannounced. 
rerouted the animal to Whiffletree 
Farm, Montgomery County place 
of WFIL’s farm editor, Howard 
Jones. 

The steer_will be featured in a 
contest conducted by Jones, 
ginning July 2 and ending Sept. 1. 
Listeners to the ‘“‘Farmer Jones” 
show will be asked to estimate the 
weight of the animal by Sept. 10. 
Nearest guess gets the steer. 


ROONEY COMEDY SHOW 
PACKAGED BY MORRIS 


Hollywood, June 21. 

New half-hour situation comedy 
air show starring Mickey Rooney 
has been packaged by William 
Morris agency. Tagged “The Boy 
Next Door,” with Barbara Eiler as 
Rooney’s vis-a-vis, show is owned 
by Rooney and Harry Crane, writ- 
ter of the layout. 











CBS is currently giving the} 
Waxing a listen. 
WGBB’'s Lombardo Show 


“Luncheon at Guy Lombardo’s,” 
originating from a new eatery, 
Guy Lombardo’s East Point House, 
preemed on WGBB, Freeport, L. I., 
Monday (20). 

Informal interview  stanza_ is 
emceed by Ted Lawrence, 


and the additional | 





Clipp | 


be- | 


|;season audience. 





| heey Vice Fineshriber 


CBS has appointed Gilson Gray 
as Director of Operations. He has 
been Director of CBS Editing 
(censorship) since 1935, save for a 
three and half year stretch in the 
Navy. 

Gray succeeds William H. Fine- 
shriber, who is moving over to Mu- 
tual on July 15 as veepee in 
charge of programming. 





Ratings Reflect 
Dog Days With 


‘Lux 16 as Tops: 


This is time of the year when 
the boys start yelling that Hooper 
is underselling radio audiences; 
that the ratings completely bypass 
the multi-million vacation-time 
listeners on the beaches, resorts 
and the highways. But as far as 
the telephonic home-listening polls 
go, the “dog days” are here, and 





are particularly reflected in| 


Hooper’s newest Top 15 roster. 
“Lux Radio Theatre,’ 


’ which still | 


has a couple weeks to go before its | 


summer layoff, 
spot, but garners no better than 
a 16.2. That’s about half its peak- 
Some programs 
showing up in the new Top 15 are 
lucky to come within the top 40 
during the mid-winter competition, 
but with a flock of the top-rated 
stanzas already on hiatus, the 
milder shows are inching into the 
bigtime audience spread. (All of 
the five top Hooperated shows in 


the new listing are vacation- 

| bound.) 
Latest Hoopers follow: 
Lux Radio Theatre...... 16.2 
My Friend Irma......... 14.5 
Walter Winchell ....... 14.1 
LOMERG BONUS 6.66 c iw aoes 12.8 
ON COUG ka sdiwcncdwws 12.0 
Crime Photographer , 10.8 
Stop the Music......... 10.7 
A OE i cies 0s 6 Oks 10.6 
WOR TAOWE iis ee oaee nae 10.4 
Mr. Chameleon ......... 10.2 
WUOOGNSO Ack ic dsawe wows 10.2 
PE, RUOE.2.4.3.45508 53.06 6 10.0 
URMIO OS 6s 8005664855 9.7 
8 er eae 9.7 
CUPAIN TING vaaacicceaces 9.7 

97 


_ Mr. DA. SO ee ee eee 


Atlass Sez He’ $ Tuned Trick On 


is still in the No. 1 | 


| 





KLZ Farm Reporter 


LOWELL WATTS 


Watts has travelled more 





than 


100,000 miles in the past three years | 


| 


by plane, train and car, to report | 
significant farm news for the 47,000 | 
farm families in the Rocky Moun- 


tain region, 


KLZ, Denver. 


Wholesale Walkout At 
WPTR in Protest Over 








Albany, N. Y., June 21. 


| 


Replacements arrived Saturday, | 


Monday and Tuesday for the five 


WPTR 
neers who suddenly resigned Fri- 
day afternoon (16) in protest over 
the refusal of the WPTR manage- | 
ment to take back a pair of staffers 
let out, with a fortnight’s pay, 


Thursday, and over its rejection of | 


demands for changes in policy. 
It was the first large-scale quit- 
ting at an Albany area station. 
With the exception of eight min- 
utes off the air” when the protest- 
ing group first lodged their 
squawks with general manager 
Leonard Asch and Russell David, 
| veepee in charge of engineering, 
the 10,000-watter continued to 
function. A skeleton announcing 
'crew, consisting of program direc- 
| tor Howard Maschmeier, assistant 
| program manager Glen Walrath, 
|co-sports director George Miller 
and Libby Bowen, carried on until 
|/new personnel arrived. 
| The protestants demanded the 
_rehiring of John Gonella, news- 
man-announcer, and Tony 
| bo, assistant music librarian, who 
|they contended had _ been 
| charged without cause. Gonella 


(C ontinued on page 34) 


WMCA; Sounds Of on Gotham Way 


Three months after Ralph L. 
lass and Norman Boggs took ae 
operating WMCA, 


_portedly had been losing $1,000 a 
day, the indie is “in the black.” 
At least that’s the story told 


by Atlass, management consultant, 
who was in Gotham last - week 
looking over the books. 

Atlass declared that sales vol- 
ume has been increased by 25%, 


'at the same time that costs were 
| axed. 


“Success is due to Boggs’ 
management and to our new rate 
card,” Atlass said. ‘Not only did 
we cut rates drastically to a realis- 
tic level—from a $325 daytime and 
$650 nighttime hourly nick to a 
flat $300—but we're maintaining a 
one-price setup.” 

According to Atlass, N. Y. has 
“one of the worst rate systems in 
the country,” with most indies of- 
fering inflated rates and _ then 
chiseling on them by giving bank- 


rollers under-the-counter special 
deals and discounts. 

“The blue-sky operators who 
tear up their rate cards to snag 
| business have hurt everybody's 
take in N. Y.,” Atlass declared. “As 
a result, this city doesn’t get the 


‘ean get extra 


i biggest sales 


amount of business it should. Ad- 
vertisers and agencies don’t want 
to chisel, but when they find they 
spots and rakeoffs 
they spend less in N. Y.” 
reported that WMCA’s 
boost was coming 


for free, 
Atlass 


N. Y., which re- | 


from national accounts, while lo- 
cal backers were more difficult to 
ink. He added that, with a few 


announcers and two engi-| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Policy, Pair’s Dismissal 


| though 


$78,800,000 AM-TV Smoke Rings 


The major cigaret companies will spend an estimated $28,800,000 
in radio and television network programming next season, on the 


basis of present plans. 


(Amount is exclusive of spot accounts, 
which will hike the figure considerably). 


It is also based on 40 


weeks of programming, rather than 52, to allow for summer 


hiatuses. 


Here’s the weekly AM-TV tab as it appears to shape up subject 
to some revisions and price fluctuations between now and Sep- 


Radio 
AMERICAN TOBACCO 
(Time and Talent) 


tember, 


Big Story (Pall Mall) . err ree ee $24,075 
Jack Benny (Lucky Strike) eres ee eee 43.347 
tt Parade (LacKy BITRE) .. .... cas i ecsvcnserecreweces 32.605 
Frank Sinatra (cross-the-board NBC) .........eseeesees 71,310 
BROWN & WILL IAMSON 
“People Are Funny” (Raleigh) ........ | seeesveecce $24,105 
LIGGETT & MYERS 
Dinan Cred (OMRON) «gnc icin nc evs ten cvassesvenciens $44,000 
Asthaur Godfrey morming (Ch Rela) ......cscccaseccesecnn 48 420 
ee Ce RE LENO? 5 os icles dee bom ede RS ew ee wee ot 10,466 
Perry Como (Ch’field) Tyee Cee 29,500 
P. LORILLARD CO. 
rambo Satie (ONG CHO) og. Kiv cc Ge a os Oe ees bake nes $30.890 
Stop the Music (Old Gold) Veer te 22,807 
PHILIP MORRIS" 
RR REOUEE. 6. nso Fick eee KP PREN CE RSENS iecaewwe been $25,125 
ee Se OE EME cae oho Raha eS Oe POSE MOEN ORS STE S aT 23,688 
CEI FOOT OOOE i iva 656 6:6.6.5:6.5:0:94-0 FO OSE NORTE EEE T OR 22,137 
MOOS TO DTU, 6k ksh de oes cb COREA SDE OO BIRO OS 19.611 
SIGUE HOF WRIA Y ji cciir acca k yee hes eh pe NS Pe aera 17,463 
R. J. REYNOLDS 
pS SL eS | ee ae pinieaeaeee bikes $22,477 
Wats BRONNOE MECOINED) o6.6.04isdosss obs eebekb ses 00s 6.06 4 22.477 
SIMI Gace CORIO) 6 i6ias.s dd60 Saree Raeew wee aneen 30.045 
Screen Guild (Camel) ceeee eres bace 28.045 
Television 
(Time and Talent) 


AMERICAN TOBACCO 


Jack Benny (Lucky Strike) 
Hit Parade (Lucky Strike) 
Big Story (Pall Mall) 


$24 000 
11.000 
10,000 


eee ee ee ewee 


LIGGETT & MYERS 


(Ch’' field) 


Arthur Godfrey 
Perry Como 


$17,650 
5.000 


‘eee eee eeeeee 


P. LORILLARD CO. 


Amateur Hour (Old Gold) 
Stop the Music (Old Gold) 


$9,700 
7,250 


PHILIP MORRIS 


Preview ... 


Ruth on the Telephone 


— J. REYNOLDS” 


News Caravan (Camel) 
Sports Caravan (Camel) 
New Mystery Show 


Kater rLterlerrterorurt «ae wo. rt 


SCeoeeee eB Coe 0086486658 8H 


$9 960 
were eT ee 4.500 
$17.205 
4.070 
11,000 

















axiomatic that in good times people 
will smoke, because they have the 
money. In bad times, the intake 
and the inhale increases, even 
the consumer lacks the 
wherewithal. 


Ciggie Duel Fattens Radio, TV 


Continued from page 1 


It’s anticipated that, in the wake 


of advertising coin retrenchment 
in other industries, the ciggie out- 
lay for radio-TV may inch into the 


leadership for the first time next 


Palum- | 


dis- | 


exceptions, most N. Y. indies were | 


hampered by a defeatist attitude 
and were resigned to 2% or 3% 
share of audience, while with ag- 
gressive programming they could 
garner bigger audiences than some 
_web outlets in certain time periods. 

Under the Atlass-Boggs admin- 


istration, the Nathan Strauss-owned | 


station has pared operating costs 
while talent outlay has been gen- 
erally maintained. Their program- 
ming philosophy is “to give listen- 


ers what they want, not what you | 


think 
said. 

Atlass is prexy of WIND, Chi. 
holds ownership interests in 
WLOL, Minneapolis, and has pur- 
chased KLAC, L. A., subject to 
FCC approval. He said that every 
station he had been connected 
with had been a “dog” but that 
with sound business operation it 
had shown phenominal growth. In 
the three markets he is now ac- 
tive, he claimed. AM business is 
holding up and TV’s effect has not 
been felt. 

Asked whether he would buy 
WMCA from Strauss, Atlass stated 
there was no prospect of such’a 
transaction. He and Boggs are re- 
ported to be working on a percent- 
age deal and to have been given a 
piece of the station. 


they should want,” Atlass 


} 


season, a distinction allocated in 
the past to drugs, foods and 
notably soaps. 

Lucky Strike, Chesterfield. Old 
Gold, Camel, Pall Mall and Philip 
Morris will be slugging it out with 
unprecedented advertising dollars 
to romance the consumer, and even 
the smaller brands, such as Embas- 
sy, Parliament, etc., will be in there 
pitching via radio-TV spots. Asa 
prelude to its ambitious schedule, 
Lucky Strike ‘during the hot 
weather lull on radio and TV), is 
embarking on a summer campaign 
to embrace every daily in the coun- 
try; with nearly $3,000,000 budget 
allocated. 

Not 
programming will be underlined, 
but all-out spot campaigns, notably 
on TV, will be used. 

Chesterfield and American To- 
bacco (Lucky Strike and Pall Mall) 
will probably be represented with 
the heaviest budgets. the former 
splurging an approximate $40,000 
a week into the Bing Crosby radio 
show alone. The full-hour Arthur 
Godfrey nighttime video program 
on CBS; the 30-minute cross-the- 





Elliott M. Sanger 
(Exec Veepee WQXR, 
New York) 

Says 
“The Specialist Is 


Here to Stay” 
kk t 
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of 
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only radio-video network 


| for “Johnny” fans. 


a 
| 
| 











board Godfrey morning pickup; the 
upcoming half-hour Perry Como 
show on NBC, plus Como’s own TV 


showcase represent other major 
Chesterfield billings. 
Lucky Strike will have Jack 


Benny both as an AM-TV salesman; 
“Hit Parade” also goes before the 
cameras in the fall, along with the 
continuance of the NBC radia 
stanza. Company is also shopping 
for a new film TV series following 
the demise of its Thursday night 
“Your Show Time” and is inherit- 
ing the 7-7:15 Monday-through- 
Friday NBC slot from Chesterfield 
to star Frank Sinatra and Dorothy 
Kirsten. 


Pail Mall, in addition to its NBC 
“Big Story” dramatic presentation 
plans a televersion of the series, 
with a semi-documentary format. 
TV show has already been packag- 
ed by Bernard Schubert, with Ar- 
nold Perl scripting, with reports 
that it’s the closest approach yet 
devised for a satisfactory TV-made 
film technique. 

Camel will be riding herd again 
with its multiple radio network 
programming, with plans to 


heighten its TV activity ‘it now 


sponsors the 15-minute cross-the- 
board early evening NBC-TV news 
program.) It has bought a _ half- 
hour CBS-TV period for a mystery 
show in the fall. 

Philip Mo.ris, buying “Crime 
Photographer” in place of ‘Philip 
Morris Playhouse” and seeking 4 


| Strong replacement for the fall for 
the Tex & Jinx 


“Preview,” con- 
templates a stronger-than-ever bid 
(PM is particu- 
larly strong on spots.) 


UAW’s ‘Editorial Edition’ 
Detroit, June 21. 


“Editorial Edition,’ new series 
of programs to be presented every 





Sunday afternoon from 3:30 to 4 
will be inaugurated June 26 by 
WDET-FM, Detroit's UAW (CIO)? 


station. 
Program will feature editorial 
quotations from Detroit area news- 


papers, according to Ben Hober- 
man, manager. ‘We believe 
thought makes any community 


thrive and we want our listeners 


to know what Detroiters are think- 
ing and saying about all sorts of 
, things,” 


he said. 
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- WANTED: CLIENTS’ CRYSTAL BALL 





Ya Takes Yer Cherce 


From Arthur Godfrey’s CBS broadcast, March 24: 


“Now, 
know what VARIETY is, don't you. 


we 


I got a cute thing that comes up out of Varisery 


You all 


It’s a tradepaper, you know, that 


all subscribe to hoping there'll be something about us in it 


And aside from that, of course, it is a sort of—oh, an encyclopedia 


for us in show business. 


These guys try 


very hard and they do a 


real job in reporting the news of show business to show people to 
render opinions, to—to criticize shows and, you know. They do a 
very good job. It’s a good outfit.’ 

From Arthur Godfrey’s CBS broadcast, June 20 

“Look, would somebody please turn on a radio in New York 
city? Have you got a radic in there”? Ot course you haven't 
This is a radio studio. Why should there be a radio in here? I 


want you to tune on and see if we’re on WCBS 


Call them up and check now. 
this out. 


“I’m most anxious to find out 


that trade paper called VARIETY 
their faces are really red this 
wouldn’t be interested in that. 
it’s our trade scandal sheet. 


things balled up, and three, 


It’s a great Bible for us here in the business. 


ha 


OH, the poor people! 
“OH, isn’t that a shame?” 


“The poor editorial writer for VaRIEety 
I feel sorry for 


this morning, poor fellow. 
your facts, you dope.” 
“For about three months, 


It’s nothing but trade 
It’s a great big thick kind of a pub- 
lication which divides itself in three parts 


now, 
to get me and Bill Paley in a fight. 


ARE vou sure? 


There'll be a slight pause while I find 


because I 
last week. 
morning. 


an editorial in 
if I’m on WCBS 
course, you folks 
scandal, but 


read 
and 
Of 


One, ads: two. getting 
panning all the shows they listen to 
ARE we on WCBS? 


He is in very sad shape 
you. Next time, check 


that periodical has been trying 
Every other week they come 


out and say how Bill is trying to cut my throat and how I'm trying 


to cut his. 
I got in Bill Paley. 


And a man never had a better friend in the world than 
I don’t know why they keep trying to do that. 


in iybe somebody over there loves him, too, and i is » jealous, eh? 








CBS 90 Mins. of Symph Reflects 
Webs ‘Let's Go Remote’ Policy 


Series of summer program shifts 


being maneuvered by CBS, involv- 
decision to broadcast 90 
minutes of the Lewissohn Stadium 
Concerts from New York, sharply 
points up the “let’s. go remote” 
policy being adopted by all the net- 
works to get off the coin hook dur- 
ing hiatus time. 

Despite the general awareness 
that some sound summertime radio 
programming could make up for 
ground lost to video (particularly 
in view of the summer TV sluff- 
off), apparently the only concern 
of the webs is to fill up air time 
with a minimum of coin investi- 
ture. Already choice nighttime seg- 
ments are playing the dance re- 
mote circuit, with the webs taking 
the position: “Good, danceable mu- 
sic makes more sense than trying 
to bring in a situation comedy for 
$500.” 

CBS will pick up the Stadium 
symph concerts Wednesday nights | 
from 9 to 10:30, with the result that | 
the current Wednesday occupant, 


ing a 


“This Is Broadway” moves over to | 


8 to 10 Friday nights in the hour 
being vacated by “Ford Theatre.” 
CBS has always paid for 
Tights to 
concerts, but this summer marks 
the first time that the web has 
exercised the right. Heretofore Co- 
lumbia granted an okay to WNYC, 


the N. Y. municipally-owned sta- | 
tion, to pick up the al fresco sym- | 


phonizing. 

The fact that there are more 
hiatuses than usual this summer is 
one of the factors cuing the 
budget-tightening. 





Hawk Moving to Coast 

Bob Hawk is moving his head- 
quarters from New York to Hol- 
lvwood aroufd Aug. 1. His Mon- 
day night CBS Camel stanza will 
originate from the Coast when it 


returns after a summer hiatus late 
in August. 


Hawk will hire an entirely new 
Staff, as his assistants and personal 
manager. Julie Witmark, choose 
to remain in N. Y. 





Long’s 190G KVIC Sale 


Victoria, Tex., June 21. 
The FCC has okayed the bid of 
C. Long, sole owner of KVIC, 
to sell the outlet to KVIC, Broad- 
Casting Co., Inc., for $190,000. 


Long will retain an interest in 
the outlet. 





Joe Laurie, Jr. 
taking his cue from the cliche that 
“the Frigidaire will never replace 

the iceman” 
expounds on 


A New Lusty Baby 
in tracing the evolution of 
vaudeville te video 


~~ * * 


en editorial feature in the 
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Old Familiars 
Make Way For 


New Comedies 


The fading broadcasting season 
will probably be remembered for 
the demise of a flock of sponsored 
sitvation comedy shows _ that 


through the years had almost be- 
come institutional in character. 











the | 
broadcast the longhair | 


“One Man's Family,’ dropped re- 
cently by Standard Brands after 
16 years of sponsored showcasing, 


| and remaining on the air only by | 


| the grace of NBC sustaining coin. 
| Another is “Blondie.” which Col- 
gate has dropped after a decade’s 
coast-to-coast spread. After estab- 
lishing a permanent niche with a 


(Continued on page 32) 


ee 


Brokenshire’s 25th Anni 


Vet announcer-emcee Norman 
Brokenshire marks his 25th year in 
radio today (Wednesday?) with NBC 
prez Niles Trammell, Bruce Barton, 


all scheduled to guest on the pio- 
neer’s noontime WNBC, N. Y. show 
to exchange reminiscences. 
Brokenshire, who started his ca- 
reer on WJZ. N. Y. in 1924, will 
will be feted via special congratu- 
latory 
Besides his two cross - the - board 
shows on WNBC, he also announces 
“Theatre Guild on the Air.” 


These included such stanzas as — 


Milton Cross and Ezra MacIntosh | 


messages via transcription. | 


SHY ANY FM 
NG TERM OE 


Inability to crystal-ball the sales 
charts six months hence the 
primary motive why sponsors are 











1S 


playing radio-shy and refusing to 
commit themselves to one-year or 
|}even 39-week contracts. For that 
matter, even low-budgeted pre 
grams appear to be getting the go- 
by, for it’s not alone the cost fac- 
tor that is disturbing bankrollers 
in the field of industry and busi- 
; mess, but the uncertainties as to 
the future. 

In effect, the average bankroll- 
er today (and these include the 
ones who weren't so timid about 
embracing the medium a year ago) 
is saying to himself: ‘“‘How can I 
possibly commit my company to 
any long-term programming _in- 
volving $750,000 to $1,000,000 a 
year (and that’s a time-and-talent 


minimum for even a low-budgeted 
coast-to-coast program) when the 
picture six months hence is so du- 
bious.”’ 

That it’s re- 
Brands 
Edgar 
his 
re- 


was the reasoning, 
called, for the Standard 
bowout on sponsorship of 
| Bergen at the termination of 
|contract last December. A 
newal on Bergen would have en- 
tailed a full-year’s contract, anc 
SB wouldn't commit itself to that 
long a stretch. Had Bergen been 
willing tuo yield to a_ short-term 
| deal, it’s considered likely he'd 
still be flying the Standard Brands 
colors. 

The situation poses a problem on 
uture sponsorship of such person- 
alities (still without commitments) 
as Ed Gardner, Burns & Allen 
(who have a CBS guarantee); Ed- 
die Cantor, Al Jolson, Joan Davis, 
Judy Canova, Fanny Brice, Ozzie 
& Harriet, among others. 

Coupled with a real threat of 
television’s inroads on radiq bill- 

(Continued on page 32) 


“Strike It Rich? 
Not Us, Sez CBS 


| 
| CBS apparently isn’t striking it 
'too rich with its “Strike It Rich” 
Tuesday night giveaway. The con- 
tinued reign of the giveaway stan- 
zas is one thing, but when it comes 
to cash payoffs out of the web cof- 
fers and a talent nut of $2,500 for 





'a summertime sustaining ride, 
| that’s something else again. 

In line with the current “cut, 
cut. cut” edict on July-August pro- 


Columbia is planning 
to lop the Frank Cooper package 
off the airlanes until the fall. 
Whereas most giveaways shell out 
merchandise, this one gives away 
$1,250 a week in cash—and 


|, gram costs, 


was coughting up sponsorship coin 
for the show, 
' eral months back. 

| Plan is to bring “Rich” back in 
the fall for a two-way AM-TV ride. 


Fickett’s Europe 0.0. 


Homer Fickett, director of ‘“The- 
atre Guild on the Air,” left Sat- 
urday (18) to tour Italy, France, 
Ireland and England as official 
rep of the Guild. He will study 
European facilities and techniques 
|used in broadcast dramas, especial- 
|ly rehearsal, casting and produc- 
tion methods. 

Fickett is accompanied by his 
'wife and their thesper-daughter 
Mary. They will return in time 
for the start of “Guild's” fifth 
broadcast season, Sept. 11. 


| Ehrenreich’s WOR Leave 
Dan Ehrenreich, manager of 
program operations for WOR, 
N. Y., is taking a several months 
‘leave of absence. During that pe- 








riod he'll devote attention to de- 
veloping production on the “Life 
Begins at 80" WOR-Mutvual airer. 

Ehrenreich also produces “Juve- 
nile Jury,” another Jack Barr) 
production. “Jury” takes a sun 
; mer hiatus after next Sunday (26 





- +> 


it’s | 
CBS ecash. For a long spell Luden’s | 


but dropped it SEV- | 


It's a Paley-Trammell-Biow Tossup 
On a Cantor Deal; Jolson to CBS? 





CBS Board Chairman 
William S. Paley 
discusses 
“The hey to 
Television” 

x ® ® 
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Standard Oil In 
Symph Exit To 
Save $1,000,000 


CBS has just been notified of the 
with 











loss of a fat chunk of billings, 
Standard Oil Co. ot New Jersey 
bowing of sponsorship of the 
Sunday afternoon New York Phil- 
harmonic Symphony concerts. For 
the 3 to 4:30 p.m. cycle, 
the company had spent in excess of 
$1,000,000 last season on time and 


talent. This included the produc- 
tion nut on the 
“Weekend With Music” 
Deems Taylor presided. 


out 


longhair 


Cancellation represents another | 
|in the current 
| eycle, 
| ing out that if conditions were the 


economic cutback 
the SO of N.J. execs point- 


same as last year it would have no 
hesitancy about renewing for '49- 
50. However, the network pullout is 
in tune with the general reduction 
in operations effected by the com- 


' pany. 


not SO of N.J. will 
radio in its next sea- 


Whether or 
embrace any 


termined. Marschalk & Pratt is the 
agency. 


Situation also poses a problem | 


for CBS on whether the hour-and- 
a-half of Sunday afternoon time 
will be allocated to the Philhar- 


monic for a sustaining ride in the | 


fall. 


AM-TV Spread 
For Hit Parade 


The Saturday night NBC Lucky 
Strike “Hit Parade” will probably 





‘move into the fall season under an 
|AM-TV_ simultaneous sponsorship | 


deal. Auditioning wrinkles 
currently being ironed out. 

Hugh Rogers is resigning as staff 
producer in the CBS-TV operation 
to join the video dept. at BBD&O, 
agency on the Lucky Strike ac- 
count, preliminary to ‘Parade’s 
two-way showcasing. At CBS he 
has directed the “Lucky Pup” TV 
show and the video version of 
“Pays to Be Ignorant.” 

“Parade’s” double spread is part 


are 


of the ambitious video campaign 
being prepped on behalf of 
Luckies. 





4 . *9 > . 
Luigi's’ Reprieve 
CBS has had a change of heart 
about Cy Howard's “Life With 
Luigi’ and instead of cancelling 
it out, the show is being moved 
early in July to the Sunday night 
8:30-9 period. That’s the time seg- 
ment being vacated by Lum and 
Abner, now that Frigidaire is drop- 
ping the team. 
“Luigi” gets a TV showcasing 
in the fall via Kinescope from the 
coast. 


+ 





intermission | 
over which 


| but 
Kraft. 


son’s ad campaign hasn’t been de- | 


| July 28, a Toni, 


Eddie C: 
doing some 


this week 
48-hour shuttling 
NBC 
Trammell, CBS 
William S. Paley 
Biow to effect a contract 
his *49-"50 exclusive 
on radio Comedian 
hold off on video, at 
months.) 
Cantor huddled 
on Monday (20) 
Tues.) with Paley 
several sponsors 


Cantor-NBC 


intor 
fast 
between the offices of 
Niles 
chairman 

Milton 

covering 


was 


presli- 
dent board 


and 


Ssery- 
wants 
least for 


ices 
to 
some 
Trammell 
and yesterday 
and Biow, with 
reported on tap. 
deal would be similar 
to that Trammell negotiated with 
Fred Allen (although latter 
scheduled to lay off a full 
before resuming whereas Canto) 
set for a fall teeoff) It also ap- 
proximates the kind of deal nego- 
tiated between Paley and Burns & 
Allen, whereby the burden of find- 
ing a sponsor falls on the web 
Cantor deal covers his own pack- 
age (for both AM and TV, with 
likelihood that the video stanza 
will be held in abeyance until later 
in the °49-'50 season). Show will 
be a new one, differing from that 
sponsored by Pabst on the same 
web this season,-with a streamlined 
format to get off the $20,000 week- 
ly talent nut hook which now rep- 
resents a bygone era in radio. 
Cantor was followed into New 
York yesterday (21) by Jack Ben- 
ny (who guests on Fred Allen's 
windup program this Sunday) and 
Al Jolson. Latter has parted com- 
pany with his Kraft radio sponsor. 
Cantor and wife Ida will vaca- 
tion in Hawaii before he resumes 
on the air and he’s also scheduled 
for a one-nighter personal appear- 
ance series during hiatus time. 


with 


1S 
season 


IS 


Overturing Jolson 


Paley 
Hollywood, June 21. 
William S. Paley is reported 
making overtures to Al Jolson to 
join CBS. Jolson is scheduled to 
confer with him in New York this 


week. Paley is understood to have 
a client interested, stemming from 
the anticipated success of his new 
pic, “Jolson Sings Again.” 

Paley was hot after the singer 
after the “Jolson Story” release 
he was grabbed up then by 





‘Johnny’ First At 
Scene of ‘Crime’ 


Within a few hours after Tonf 


‘had served notice on CBS that it 
was 


of “Crime 
Photographer,” web had its 
house-built package committed to 
Philip Morris for next 
Record sale turnover, however, 
came as no surprise, in view of 
“Crime Photographer's” consistent 
Top 15 Hooper payoff. It’s con- 
sidered one of the best point-per- 
dollar buys in radio, package cost- 
ing about $6,000 a week. 

Philip Morris’ acquisition of 
“Crime,” however, will probably 
mean the ciggie company’s axing 
of its Friday night “Playhouse” 
show on CBS. That leaves the net- 
work with 9 to 10:30 available that 
night for sponsorship, since Ford 
has dropped the 9 to 10 dramatic 
show. 


out 
the 


cancelling 


season, 


Toni’s Radio Deemphasis 
Chicago, June 21. 

In announcing cancellation of 
“Crime Photographer” on CBS, 
Inc., spokesman 
pointed out home permanent ad- 
vertising trend is toward printed 
media. Toni’s total ad budget has 
increased, and for first time black 
and white space leads radio in dol- 
lar volume. 

“Photog” makes third network 
show dropped by Toni this year. 
Others were “Ladies Be Seated” on 
ABC, and “Nora Drake” on NBC. 
Latter show aired on both NBC and 
CBS and still rides on CBS. Only 
other remaining program is “Give 
and Take.” 
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ets Scrap It Up in Bid to Knock | From the Production Centres 
Daylights Out of CCBS Restrictions ee 
Washington, June om IN NEW YORK CITY... 


a daytime station just outside the | 
Capital, took on the clear chan-' 
nel group last week in a fight for 
fulltime use of 1050 ke. The 
veterans, Joseph L. Brechner and 
John W. Kluge, own WGAY in 
Silver Spring, Md., filed the first 
application last month on _ the 
basis of the expiration of the so- 
called ‘“gentleman’s agreement” 
between the U. S. and Mexico. The 
compact restricts six frequencies 
used by 106 stations in the U. S. to 
daytime operation. Brechner 
claims the agreement is no longer 
binding and that the FCC is in a 
position to act on the application | 
promptly. 

WGAY’s request brought oppo-| 
sition from Louis G. Caldwell, | 
counsel for the Clear Channel 
Broadcasting Service. A grant of 
the application, said Caldwell, 
would only weaken the U. S. posi- 
tion with Mexico at the forthcom- 
ing negotiations for a new North 
American Regional Broadcast 
Agreement to take place next Sep- 
tember in Ottawa. 

WGAY came back with a state- 
ment charging the CCBS with “a 
crude distortion of facts.” The 
station questioned whether the sta- 
tions belonging to CCBS “realize 
the full implication of their opposi- 


tion.” The clear channel outlets, | 


said WGAY, “‘are playing right into 
the hands of Mexico, which is now 
planning higher powered stations 
in Mexico which may push back 
the service area of American clear 
channels whether they like it or 
not.” 

WGAY said its engineering 
plans for nighttime use would 
avoid any interference with 
WMGM in New York or any sta- 
tion in Mexico on the 1050 ke 
channel. Other than the fact that 
it is the first station to file under 
the expired agreement, WGAY 
said, “there is not a single logical 
engineering or legal reason why 
WGAY should not be granted this 





Ken Dyke to Y&R. 


Ken R. Dyke, who recently | 
checked out of NBC as admin-| 
istrative programming veepee, | 
joins Young & Rubicam agency as) 
vice-president in charge of public | 
relations and publicity. It’s a new- | 
ly-created post, with Dyke mov-)} 
ing in about Aug. 1, after a vaca-| 
tion. 

He will also become a member | 
of the Y & R Plans Board. | 





WMOB (Mobile) Blames | Birt, HARRINGTON 
Labor Strife as Station | ,,insine sian, “our mit Parag’ 
Folds After 10 Years °° *\o2.i;°2"ecording Artist 


; Mobile, Ala., June 21. | (Subsidiary of Decca) 
WMOB, 250-watter member of | Exclusive Management 
the Nunn station group, closed | DOUG STORER 


down last week after 10 years of | RKO Building, New York 20 








operation because of ‘continued 





labor trouble” and its assets were | 

bought by WABB, AM-FM opera- | ' 

tion of the Mobile Press-Register. prea S 
ABC, whose affiliate here had} , 
been WMOB, immediately began | F . 

beaming its programs. through | 

WABB, a 5 kw. station which is| Defeatist Trend 
also an affiliate of Mutual. WABB | 

reportedly will remain a dual af- 
filiate until it can get a release 
from MBS. 


less than a year to run and WABB 
was slated to become the ABC af- 


“continued labor troubles and spi-) stanzas. 
raling production costs convinced | 
us that WMOB was just not worth 
fooling with. So we just shut her 
down. Increasing costs culminated | he has only six months to live and 
with recent wage demands and jets his appearance go to pot,” 
picketing of our studios by the ra- | says Ted Cott, the indie’s program 
dio electricians’ union.” 'v.p. “Let’s not spend dough, they 

Mobile now has two network gay. Let’s think only of schedul- 
outlets, WALA (NBC) and WKRG jing danceband remotes. But the 
(CBS). The other Nunn stations fact is that right now AM needs 
are WLAP, Lexington, Ky.; WBIR, a programming hypo, experimen- 
Knoxville, Tenn.; WCMI, Ashland, tation, dressing up, a new bag of 
Ky. - Huntington, W. Va., and tricks.” 


Declaring that many AM broad- 
casters are trapped by a defeatist 
WMOB’s contract with ABC had | psychology that. is preventing the 
development of the fresh programs 
filiate at the pact’s termination. that radio needs, WNEW, N. Y., 

According to J. Lindsay Nunn, is launching a _ batch of new 


“Program toppers have the atti- 
tude of a man who has been told 





| Henriette K. Harrison to Washington to produce radio and tele pro- 
| grams for the YMCA’s conference of boy governors. ABC and MBS 
'will carry some of the stanzas....Curt Gowdy, WINS-Yankee sports- 
caster, to wed Jerre Dawkins on Friday (24)....Chic Dodson joins 
WQXR as assistant night manager, vice Frank Moriarity, who has re. 
signed Franklin Pulaski joined the indie as summer replacement an- 
nouncer John Cannon doing summer announcing stint for WINS 
Art Ford, WNEW disk jock, flew to Paris Monday (20). Gene Ray. 
burn and Dee Finch started three-week hiatus same day Earle Me- 
Gill, Ted Cott and Norman Brokenshire head list of pros proffing at 
Fordham Univ.’s summer AM-TV institute. 
Fred W. Ziv Co. has added two account execs, Dewey H. Long to 
headquarter in New Orleans and William C. Wester to handle Michigan, 


Barney Cragston has been appointed assistant sales manage1 

| Stephen A. Lynch will join ABC as account exec July 18 Phil 

Alampi, WJZ farm editor, will return tomorrow (Thurs.) from National 

Assn. of Radio Farm Directors parley in Detroit....ABC v.p. Ivor 

Kenway to address Greenwich High School graduating class Friday (24) 
Stefan Schnabel new to ‘“‘Lora Lawton” players Ken Lynch 


joins “Romance of Helen Trent” cast Ruth Gates, Guy Sorel and 
Ivor Francis added to “Our Gal Sunday”... .Bob Dryden goes to “Stella 
Dallas” and Daniel Qcko to “Lorenzo Jones’....Charita Bauer and 
Rosaline Greene new to “Just Plain Bill’”....Murray Forbes to “Front 
Page Farrell” Whodunits, “Philo Vance” and “Boston Blackie,” wil! 
be distributed via transcriptions to about two dozen prisons and re- 
formatories in connection with a ‘Crime Does Not Pay” campaign 

CBS execs tossing a farewell luncheon today (Wed) at Toots Shor for 
William H. Fineshriber, who is checking out of the web to join Frank 
White at Mutual as his programming veepee. 
| Bill Koblenzer, who headed up Fred Ziv Co.’s live program depart- 
ment, has resigned, following absorption of the stanzas the division 
handled into other departments. Last program Koblenzer brought in 
was the “Vic ’n’ Sade” televersion which Colgate is backing Yankee- 
Giant exhibition game Monday (27) to be sponsored by Ballantine and 
Genera! Cigars on WINS .Walter Winchell received the 1949 Amer- 
ican Cancer Society Medal on Sunday (20) Bill McSherry, ABC 
newswriter, became the father of a 6!12-pound daughter Friday (17) 
Peggy Ann Ellis, former WNEW thrush, to guest on “Your Hit Parade 
on Parade” July 17 and 24. 

Nancy Donovan signed for four weeks on Don McNeill’s ABC “Break- 
fast Club’. John.Sinn, Fred Ziv v.p., left Thursday (16) for Holly- 
wood and will head to Chi for NAB programming meeting June 27 
Eliot Jacoby, WOR’s chief music arranger, leading orch for a series of 
Beatrice Kaye Columbia disks....Michael O’Duffy, Irish tenor im- 
ported by WOR, now a Victor recording artist with first release due 
this month....Fred Robbins’ WOV disk jockey stanza recorded last 
| night (Tues.) so the Armed Forces Network can keep up with latest 

platter-spinning trends....Peggy Lobbin in feature part on “Armstrong 
| Theatre” Saturday (25) Mike Jablons of Gainsborough Associates 

on jury duty....Jack Barry, “Life Begins at 80” emcee, planning trip 
| to Sweden.... Barbara Welles to originate her WOR stanza from New- 
ark Rose Festival Friday (24), 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
} 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 





nighttime license.” | KRDA, Amarillo, Tex. 


WGAY attracted nationwide at- 
tention several years ago through 
tention se erticiee in the Saturday SK Desmond as Owens 
evening Post written by Brechner | 
on his and Kluge’s experiences in| 





starting a radio station. 


Order Election On 
KTSA-IBEW Shar! 


San Antonio, June 21. 


A three-man panel of the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board has 
directed that an election be held 
among the transmitter and studio 
operators at KTSA here and studio 
and transmitter technicicans at 
KMAC, KISS-FM and KCOR, to 
determine if they desire to be rep- 
resented by the _ Inernational 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
American Federation of Labor, Lo- 
cal 60. 





Replacement for ‘B’fast’ 


Chicago, June 21. 
Singer Jack Owens, the ‘‘Crusin 
|Crooner” of ABC's “Breakfast 
| Club,” is bowing out of the pro- 


|gram after the July 22 perform- 
ance. Web is dickering with 
Johnny Desmond, now in New 
_ York, to replace him. 


’ 


| Reason for Owens’ departure. 


although those concerned aren’t 


| talking, is believed to be the many 


outside activities of the singer, 
which interfered with the “Break- 
fast Club” format. 

Owens, who formerly recorded 


for Tower, has just signed with | 


Decca and has first disking date 
in New York next month. It hasn’t 
been decided whether he'll be re- 


Among the new _ programs|_ Bill Gillett checked in at Y&R from Gotham to direct Jack Carson's 
| WNEW has lined up are: “Grand | telebow....Don Ameche gargling with Drano for tonsil spasm on Spike 
|Opera as Soap Opera,” which will | Jones’ show Saturday (25) .Garry Moore set as emcee at Beverly 
present recordings of the operas Wilshire benefit July 4 for Veterans’ Aid League Benefit, with Johnny 
with narration that plays up their| Weissmuller, Janis Paige, Ruth Hussey, Spike Jones, Mona Freeman 
plots in easy-to-follow style; “Cab’| and Ann Miller p.a.’ing....Phil Leslie to Balboa for month’s recupera- 
| Drivers’ Quiz,” in which the board tion from his Fibber & Molly scripting chores....Les and Madelon 
of experts will be N. Y. cabbies; Mitchel to N. Y. for three-week vacation. ...‘Adventures of Champion” 
“Keep in Style,” which will pre-| replaced “Captain Midnight” Monday (20) on Mutual-Don Lee’s summer 
sent a fable or legend in various | kiddie lineup....Dan Duryea follows up his guestint on Family Theatre 
styles, such as a blues song, a Wal- | tomorrow (22) with bow for Sealtest and Dorothy Lamour June 30.... 
ter Winchell broadcast, a Norman Screen Guild Players’ scoop for June 30 will be first pairing in years 
Corwin documentary; America’s of Ethel and Lionel Barrymore in “The Old Lady Shows Her Medals.” 
Funny Bone,” featuring Gilbert Kinfolk will share billing with Jimmy Cagney.... Mutual veepee-in- 
|Seldes and top cartoonists and charge-of-sales Ward Ingram in town after month’s tour of affiliates 


-comics; “Musical Premieres,” re-| .... Frank Samuels back at his desk at ABC, following death of his 
creating the preems of notable’ mother in KC. 


/concerts and performances; a live | 


ae os Hollywood Ad Ciubbers saw how microwave works when phone 
Ss « v4 K aad 
aay peo Ml coy pe ser = company’s John F. Rhame demonstrated at their meeting Monday (20) 
“What Comes Next.” an ‘audience | .... Jimmie Baker upped from post as driver of ABC’s delivery jeep 
participationer , | to stage manage net’s ‘Surprise Package”....CBS labor relations chief 
: | Edith Todesca to Lake Tahoe for week’s siesta....And Ace Ochs to 
: fxd — pee ol espe while Club 15 summer-hiatuses Charley 
° ~. ck easted wi ine-swipe of “Ben Gage’s Rumpus Room,” TV lay- 
Nominate Sam Pearce po being peddled by William Morris agency....Sunset Strip haber- 


| Seattle AFRA Prez dasher, gang leader and man-of-the-month headline-wise Mickey Cohen 





_leased under Decca or Coral label. 





Seattle, June 21. 


’ | Sam _ Pearce, newscaster at 
| Russ Morgan’s Own Package §KOMO, has been nominated for 


The order affirms a ruling made} Bandleader Russ Morgan has 
by NLRB trial examiner following , packaged a transcribed show star- 
a consolidated hearing held here on ring his own orch and released by 
the case. | Russ Morgan Productions. He’ll 

The NLRB panel denied a re- disk jockey his own tunes and gab 
quest made by KTSA licensee, the about his musical career. 
Sunshine Broadcasting Co., that) Scripting, recording and promo- 
the order exclude KTSA on the tion are being handled by Charles 
basis that since it has contracted to | Crosson & Co., Houston advertis- 


presidency of Seattle AFRA local. 
| Tabulation of votes is set for 
July 5, with results to be an- 
,; nounced July 11. 

Charles Herring, KJR, and Boyd 


| Swanson, KOL, were nominated | 


for vice-president, and Dave Page, 
KIRO, for secretary - treasurer. 
Margaret Ward was renominated 


sell the outlet’s stock it might be 
called upon to execute a collective 
bargaining agreement which would 
be a breach of contract sale. 


Not So KWIK 


Washington, June 21. 

The FCC received an unusual 
application last week: to transfer 
a radio station to a trustee in 
bankruptcy. Application came 
from KWIK and its FM affiliate 
in Burbank, Calif., which filed a 
petition of bankruptcy last March 
in the U. S. District Court for the 
Southern District of California. 
Leslie S. Bowden was appointed 
trustee. 

KWIK received its authorization 
three years ago. Last November 
the licensee corporation, Burbank 
Broadcasters, Inc., asked permis- 
sion to transfer the station to 
James H. and Alice I. Furns. 
Furns is president of the company. 
That application is still pending. 





|ing agency. ‘for recording secretary. 


| ———— ee 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


A “flying wedge” made up of salesmen whose sala: 
| than $1,000,000 a year is being organized by WOR, N. 
'on advertising agency time buyers and prospective sponsors. Thinking 
at the MBS key station is that “we have some of America’s top sales- 
men on the air, why not add them to our own sales staff, too?” For 
years, sales toppers say, account execs have knocked on Madison avenue 
doors armed with promotion pieces, rating charts and case histories, 
but why not take the talent along once in a while? 

As part of the new policy, Kate Smith, Martha Deane, Dorothy and 
Dick Kollmar, Stan Lomax, Barbara Welles, John Gambling and Gabriel 
Heatter will be given assignments to take their salesmanship right to 
agency alley. 





tal more 





Radio Corp. of America’s prexy Frank M. Folsom was presented with 
an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws at Manhattan College, N. . 
commencement exercises last week. Folsom was cited for his “con- 
tinued and outstanding services to our country in administering a mul- 
tiplicity of high offices throughout the war years,” for which he was 
awarded the Presidential Medal and the Distinguished Civilian Award, 
the Navy’s coveted honor. Among other things he was also credited 
with having held down top-level posts in a dozen leading corporations 
in the past two decades, 


| interviewed by working press panel on Los Angeles Press Club’s “Press 

Conference” on KEGA....Josephine Lawler, assistant to Harriet 
Crouse at Mutual, and Alvin Latiolait were wed here Saturday (18).... 
Bob Carroll of ABC’s “It’s Time for Music” inked for two-week stand 
at Flamingo, Las Vegas, starting June 30. He’ll commute for thie air 
chores... .‘‘Queen for a Day” perking up the ratings with guestints. 
Tex Williams mikesided last week and Fred Beck of L. A. Mirror takes 
over July 8....Teeoff clues on NBC’s giant jackpot, “Hollywood Call- 
ing,” with George Murphy as emcee, starting July 10, will be on Metro's 
‘Madame Bovary.” Clue: Stars are Jennifer Jones, Van Heflin, Louis 
Jourdan and James Mason... AFRAite Jo Gilbert back on home base 
from New York... .Elliott and Cathy Lewis working on audition script 
of a Mr. and Mrs. layout....Cary Grant inked for “Mr. Blandings 
Builds His Dream House,” which will lead off Screen Directors’ Play- 
house in Eddie Cantor's old spot for Pabst on NBC July 1....John Mas- 
terson to Chicago to huddle with JWT on sponsor for Masterson-Reddy- 
Nelson’s new tele sh6w, “Auctionaire.” 





9 descend | 


IN CHICAGO... 


Fran Allison of “Breakfast Club” cast bedded after operation 
WMOR music director Paul Damai received citation fgom National 
Society for Crippled Children for his outstanding readjustment to & 
physical handicap....Connie Kimball new WIND promotion staffer, 
replacing Jimie Spanos, who has moved to New York....WBBM disker 
_John McCormick appointed official rep of U. S. bond drive WGN 
| announcer Hank Grant on two-week vacation, with Holland Engle sub- 
bing until July 4....WLS news ed Bob Finch, Jr., elected to Chi Head- 
line Club....NBC farm ec Everett Mitchell celebrating 28th wedding 
anni....WLS staffer Ray Ferris composer of new children’s song..-- 
WBBM news ed Julian Bentley has expanded coverage over two more 
| states.. WMOR program director Jules Pewowar has switched to solid 
_line of light music for summer months. ...Two-Ton Baker a feature 
attraction at Ill. Valley Music Festival....WIND disker Eddie Hubbard 
back to Chesterfield Club after bout with illness....Bob Murphy back 
from North Carolina vacation to resume emcee post on “R.F.D. Amer- 
ica”. ... WIND stafver Elsie Martin in Smokies for vacation... .De Paul 
prof Ted Kundrat starting religious programs via WFJL....NBC musi¢ 


| 


supervisor Don Ma cotte honeymooning with former Antoinette Tricom 
in Florida....NBC veepee Chick Showerman back from quick ‘rip - 
| Champaign, Ill., fo. U. of Illinois Foundation meeting. 
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D,C’S ‘WATCH YOUR DUPLICATION’ 








Multi-Lingual Stations Organize 
Into FL Group to Meet Future 


The nucleus of a foreign lan-¢ 
guage quality group covering the 


major markets in the major for- 
eign tongues was formed last week 
at a confab in New York of more | 
than 30 multi- lingual outlets. Ralph 
Weil, WOV prexy, under whose | 
pegis the meeting was called, was | 
named to head the organizational | 
committee, which will include five 
station toppers for key geographi- 
cal areas. 

Enthusiasm at the parley reflect- 
ed the current success of multi- 
lingual operations and more than 
$100 was raised to finance the es- 
tablishment of a secretariat to ease 
aco cement tet 8 between the _ for- 
eign language (FL) broadcasters. 

Need for such an organization 





was stressed in a hard-hitting talk 
by Emil Mogul, head of the adver- 
tising agency which bears his 
name. Mogul, whose firm has a 
separate FL department that ac- 


of the agency's biz, 
said that the multi-lingual field 
was fruitful and productive, but 
that agencies were hampered by 
poor cooperation from the broad 
casters. 

“We don’t get enough informa- 
tion from you so that we can ex- 
pand FL billings,’”” Mogul told the 
multi-linguals. “When a new client 
wants to go into the foreign field. 
we have to do our own digging for 
info. We've written some stations 
three times and sent telegrams, 
without getting the data we need 
We've tound that some FL stations 
gave us incorrect reports and rates 
that were way out of line.” 

One cause of bad practices, Mo- 
gul indicated, is that management 
of some outlets is divorced from 
the persons who run the foreign 
programs—and that in some cases 
the latter are time-brokers He 
said that on a few shows he was 
able to buy time from the talent at 
40°o less than the sales depart- 

(Continued on page 36) 


FCC Pauses For 


Breath on Anni 


Washington, June 21. 

_ Marking its 15th birthday last 
Sunday (19), the FCC took note of 
soine of the changes in radio since 
the Communications Act of 1934. 
creating the agency, was signed 
All commercial broadcast stations. 
totaling 600, were AM 15 years 
ago. Today there are more than 
4.000 broadcast stations of all 
kinds—AM, FM, TV—authorized 
_ Television 15 years ago, said 
FCC. was classified as “experi- 
m ental visual.” FM was known as 
“ex xperimental high fidelity broad- 
cast.’ 

In its first year of operation, the 
Commission received 10,000 appli- 


counts for 20% 








cations of all kinds. Last vear it 
received more than 200.000 
In 1934 there were 5.500 com- 


(including 
there are 


mercial radio operators 
non-broadeast). Today 
nearly 375.000. 


But even 15 years ago the Com- 
(Continued on page 36) 


Uncoil KOIL Strife 





Omaha, June 2! 

KOIL engineers reported back 
to work last Saturday (18) morn- 
ning atler walking out Friday and 


Placing pickets around the sta- 
tion's transmitter. A tentative 
agreement Saturday put the sta- 
tion back on the air while nego- 
liations went on. 

rhe engineers asked a $9 a week 
increase. The Station offered $5 
An offer on the part of the station 
to split the difference was turned 
down. The union then agreed to 
take the $5 offer while they dis- 
Cussed a permanent settlement. 
Station manager William J. 
fwens said that the strike was 
Called after a two-hour and 15- 
rae notice. Ernest Roberts. 
BEW rep from Washington said 
that 11 engineers are affected 


and that negotiations would con- 
tinue, 


the 
| home, particularly for children.” 





Bob Colwell 
(of SSC&B) 
Wants to Know 


What About Those 
TV Idioms 


x = & 


in the 4th Annual 


Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Month 











Canadians Burn 
At CBC ‘Liberties 


In Drama Series 


Winnipeg, June 21. 


Mounting complaints in recent 
weeks by listeners that CBC’s 
drama groups out of Toronto 
under Andrew Allan and Esse 


thumbing 
Canadian 

climaxed 
The 


Ljungh are deliberately 


their noses at accepted 
been 


blast in 


conventions have 
editorial 


same effect. 


bs an 
Tribune, to the 

Lashing out at a recent produc- 
tion of Knut “Growth of 
the Soil” by 


Hamsun’s 


Tribune said it 
to other dramatic 
suitable for 
the average 


night group. The 
must be added 
experiments “hardly 
living-room of 
Tribune charged that the show 
had deliberately changed 
sun’s book from a story primarily 
concerned with the hardships of 
pioneer life. to one dealing in- 


'stead with the problem of intanti- 


cide, 


According to the paper, the play 


was built up to a climactic court- | 


room scene which went far be- 
yond a plea for mercy for unmar- 
ried mothers, and became virtually 
a defense of infanticide in princi- 
ple. “This,” says The Tribune, 
“has struck many listeners as a 
studied effort to outrage the fa- 
miliar standards of good taste and 
common sense. 

“If a group of amateur dilettanti 
wished to toy with the dramatic 
possibilities of hideous ideas ad 
their own expense in some private 
barn. they might be said to be en- 
titled to that degree of freedom. 
But to maintain such a group at 
the public expense and to intro- 
duce it into the privacy ot the 
home under the national aegis, is 
another matter. 

“Despite the 
solicitude shown bys 
of the CBC for the 


maternal 
governor 
en- 


almost 
the 
“freedom” 


joved by this drama group, I 
seems undeniable that trom the 
standpoint of public morals it Is 
abusing the pool of privilege 
which was created for it in the 
hope that it would contribute to 


the development of drama in the 


Dominion.’ 


WBIB on a Solon Binge 


New Haven, June 21. 
Sol Chain. WBIB station ge neral 
manager, will handle the mike for 


it FROWNS ON 


~ANFEM OAMENES 


June 21. 
The FCC is mulling a crackdown 
on FM stations which are 
duplicating AM operations. 
bers of the FCC are 


record, 


Washington, 


merely 
Mem 
saying, off the 
that the agency is conside1 
ing a ban on straight AM-FM dupli 
that the FM 
will have to go in for a larg 
ure of original programming. 
According to these members of 
the Commission, FM is being ham 
strung because the programs it airs 
can also be heard on_ standard 
broadcast stations. An order re 
quiring the FM-ers to use a large 
proportion of original, non-dupli- 
cated shows would hypo sales and 
the policy, it is felt by some radio 


cation and outlets 


e meas 


ites, would be welcomed by inde 
|}pendent FM broadcasters. On the 
|other hand, it would probably be 


{would be 


AM-FM out- 
their costs 
the need 
program 


attacked by some joint 
fits. Latter feel that 
increased by 
for setting up separate 


| Staffs and providing additional tal 


| ent. 
It's reported that the FCC is | 
split on the question of cracking | 


| down on AM-IFM duplication, 
/some members of the 


Ljungh’s Wednesday | 


Ham- | 


| Frieda 


another first being inaugurated by 


this FMer on July 11. 


Following the successful broad- 


cast of several aldermanic commit- 
tee public hearings, the New Haven 
Board of Aldermen granted per- 
mission to broadcast proceedings 
of its regular meetings. 


This will mark first time in New 


Haven history that local citizenry 


may hear is elected legislators in! 


actual session. 


holding that the FM _ programs 
should be completely independent, 
while others feel the present setup 
is not too bad. 





Top Name Spread 
In WFDR Teeoff 


With Mrs. Eleanor’ Roosevelt 
and her daughter Anna on the 
program and a bronze bust of the 
late Franklin Delano to0osevelt 
spotlighted on stage, WFDR made 
its debut Thursday (16) evening 
with an impressive two-hour-long 
broadcast from Carnegie 
N.Y. The new Gotham FM _ sta- 
tion, sponsored by the’ Interna- 
tional Ladies Garment Workers 
Union, preemed before an audi- 
ence of civic dignitaries and cut- 
ters, pressers and other needle- 
workers of the labor organization. 

Significance of the event was 
summed up by FCC Commissioner 
Hennock. “Unlike the 
commercial broadcasters, whose 
public service broadcasts are often 
those they cannot sell, 
will always place public service 
above all else.” Miss Hennock de- 
clared 
tional, health and civic 
of the union. Ili should tap the 
union’s fund of energetic and en- 
thusiastic people who can: bring it 


programs 


fresh talent and new ideas.” 

The FCC commissioner’ ex- 
plained her vote against’ the 
agency’s new policy dropping the 
Mayflower decision, saying she 


doubted that stations could be im- 
partial. ‘But I have no doubts 
that WFDR will be impartial,” she 
said, “and it should set a shining 
example for all.” 

In order to see FM listenership 
grow, Miss Hennock stressed, “FM 
will have to give people something 
better than what they are getting 
The best stimulus to increased FM 
circulation is good programming 
Too many FM stations are merels 

(Continued on page 36) 





Not So Good 

CBS did a burn last week 
when it appraised a new NBC 
short-term sustainer called 
“My Good Wife” and protested 
that it’s practically a_ steal, 
both in title and content, on its 
“My Favorite Husband” spon- 
sored program 

What really got 
web program boys’ skin, how- 
ever, was when the “Good 
Wife” package owner called 
CBS and asker if they could 
fit the show into Columbia’s 
fall schedule. 


under the 


with | 
Commission | 





Hearing on FCC Revamp Runs Into 
Barrage of Senatorial ‘Ifs, ‘Buts’ 





Fred Waring 
observes 
*‘Video’s a Great Life 
—If You Don't 
W eaken’”’ 
kk & 


one of the many editorial features 
in the 4th Annual 
Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out in July 


Sinatra's 106 In 


Return to Riggio 
Fold for Luckies 


Frank Sinatra, dropped recently 
from Lucky Strike’s “Hit Parade,” 
has not only pacted a new contract 
with American Tobacco prez Vin- 
cent Riggio, but comes off with a 
$2,500 weekly hike over his previ- 











| ous salary. 


Hall, | ; 
' recorded in 


this station | 


“It can call on the educa- | 


Papers were signed in New York 
Monday (20) whereby Sinatra grabs 
off $10,000 a week under a three- 
year deal (26-week firm contract, 
with 13-week options), and inherits 
the Monday-through-Friday 7-7:15 
p.m. slot being vacated by Chester- 
field’s “Supper Club.” 

Lucky Strike  cross-the-board 
stanza tees off Sept. 5, with Doro- 
thy ,Kirsten inked in for the first 
10 weeks, with liselihood 
may go in on a permanent basis. 
Majority of the. shows will be tape 
advance, but when 
Lucky Strike merchandising tours 
pop up, show will be done live. 

Audition record cut on the Coast 
for American Tobacco also fea- 
tured Johnny Green batoning the 
orch, but the tour aspect of the 
show may necessitate Green's bow- 
out. 

Paul Dudley will produce and di- 
rect for BBD&O agency. 

Lucky Strike’s ultimate plan is 
to showcase Sinatra on video, but 
his Metro commitments, 
two years to go, necessitate a hold- 
off on TV plans. 


Sinatra goes into the Steel Pier, | 


Atlantic City, for three days com- 
mencing Friday along with the 
Page Cavanaugh Trio, and MCA 


has him booked for two weeks otf 


p.a.’s in Canada. 


Radio-TV Nix Blamed 
For Coin Fizzle On 
Cerdan-LaMotta Bout 


Detroit. 

Loss of revenue and goodwill 

was the result of staging the first 

major fight in 20 years without a 
radio broadcast. 





June 21. 


The embryo International Box 
ing Club, Ine., had expected that 
the Marcel Cerdan and Jake La 


Motta middelweight championship 


fight would fill Detroit's Briggs 
Stadium Thursday night (16) and 


draw a gate of $350,000. 


It spurned revenue from televi- 
sion, radio and newreels. Here 
are the statistical facts: Crowd, 
22 183; Gross receipts, $159.762: 
Net receipts, $127,810; Cerdan. the 
defeated champ, received $54,124: 
LaMotta, $19,171. That left the 
IBC only $54,514 with which to pay 
all promotion expenses and rental 
of the stadium. 

Sports writers and sportscasters 
were loud in their criticism of the 
no broadcast, no telecast edict. So 
were the fans. Veteran Ty Tyson, 

(Continued on page 36) 


+ Washington, 


| But 


June 21. 

a while last week 
that there might be legislation this 
session of Congress to bring FCC 
operations in tune with the times. 
after two days of hearings on 
a bill by Sen. Ernest McFarland 
D.-Ariz), chairman of a Senate 
Commerce subcommittee, the pros- 
pects seemed bright. There 
was more disagreement than ex- 
pected on several provisions, which 


It looked for 


less 


made it all the harder to steer a 
measure through a committee al- 
ready weighted with many major 


inatters. 
On some provisions of McFar- 


land’s bill there was complete 





| appeared 
| getting 


that she | 


having | i 
2 | the result of the delayed action of 


| the Commission on the transfer. 


agreement. Industry witnesses were 
unanimous in favoring a hike in 
commissioners’ pay from $10,000 to 
$15,000. And some would go high- 
er. It was felt that better salaries 
are urgently needed to reduce 
turnover at the top level, and the 
resultant delays in handling a con- 
stantly increasing workload. But it 

that the best chance of 
early action on the_ in- 
creases would be to strip the bill 
down to such noncontroversial ele- 
ments. 

There was also agreement—or at 
least no opposition—on a provision 
to authorize the Commission to is- 
sue cease and desist orders for 
violations of regulations. The need 
of such a procedure, particularly 
in cases where revocation action 
would be too severe, was generally 
supported. 

Anti-Trust Snarl 

Principal disagreement  devel- 
opened on a provision affecting the 
Commission's authority to deny ra- 
dio licenses to anti-trust violators. 

(Continued on page 32) 


Yankee to FCC: 
Give Us a Break 


Weshington, June 21. 
Yankee Network last week asked 


ithe FCC to reconsider its denial 
|of the transfers of WAAB, Wor- 
cester, and WMTW, Portland, Me., 
under an arrangement by which 
Yankee would receive a_ rental 
based on gross income. The net- 


| work claimed the Commission was 


wrong in interpreting the lease as 
giving Yankee control over the 
buyer of the stations. it was also 
charged that the business of the 
Stations ‘‘drastically decreased” as 


Yankee asked that because of 
the unusual circumstances of the 
case the transfer not be denied “on 
any but the most compelling 
grounds of public interest.” But 


| the grounds given by the Commis- 
| sion, 
|} tenuous and hollow nature.” 


it contended, ‘are of the most 

The company challenged the ba- 
sis by which the Commission de- 
cided the case and asked that its 
petition for reconsideration be 
given speedy action “in order to 
mitigate to some extent, at least, 
the injury that might otherwise 
result.” 

The network admitted that a 
arrangement based upon gross in- 
come gives the lessor an “inter- 
est” in the operation of the sta- 
tions but argued that any landlord 
(Continued on page 32) 


WPGH’s Bellamy Ousted 


Pittsburgh, June 21. 

James Beliamy, who has headed 
WPGH since indie station in East 
Liberty first went on the air last 
year, was ousted from general 
managership in a surprise move 
last weekend; and his post went 
to James MacFarland, chief engi- 
neer. MacFarland is the second 
technician here to become a broad- 
casting boss; Joe Baudino, head of 
KDKA, used to be an engineer, 
too. 

MacFarland was on the staff of 
WWSW for years before switching 
‘to WPGH. 
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‘TV Now’ Becomes a Major Issue 
In Canadian Elections Next Week 





Toronto, June 21. * 
As a last minute major issue, in- 
jected into the Federal election to 
be held across Canada on June 27, | 
George Drew, leader of the Con-| 
servative Party, has promised that | 
private radio stations will be per- | 
mitted to launch television in this 
country and that the $2.50 annual 
license fec levied on Canadian 
radio listeners will also be 
abolished. [Present Liberal govern- 
ment has undertaken a “wait-and- 
see” TV policy, with the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. intimating that 
the annual fee to Canadian tele 
set owners may be $10 to $25]. 
Applications of private groups to 
launch TV in Canada, including 
Famous Players, Toronto, and sta- 
tions CKEY and CFRB, have been | 
turned down by CBC; ditto the} 
Marconi interests in Montreal. | 
George Drew has now announced | 
that, if his party wins the Canadian | 
election, the CBC will be tossed | 
out and an independent organiza- 
tion will be set up to remove na-~ 
tionalized radio regulations now al- 
legedly encumbering private radio 
anxious to 


stations and groups 
launch TV in Canada. Drews 
claim, in keeping with those 


would-be operators of teevee sta- 
tions in Canada is that such should 
be allowed to go ahead without 
Federal interference and that the 
expense would not cost the Cana- | 
dian set-owner anything in license | 
fees. 


WOW-TV Wraps Up Grid 
Games of U. of Nebraska; 





| is being picked up on six 15-minute | 
'segments and four on five-minute 


Camel Buys CBS Time 
For TV Mystery Show 


Camel cigarets has bought a | 
half-hour period on CBS starting | 
Oct. 7. William Esty agency 1s | 





Inside Television  — 


NBC is currently experimenting with a new studio in the old RKO 
Pathe studios in N. Y. which will be lighted by fluorescent lamps. Ex. 
perimentation was started in an effort to reduce the heat generated by 
the lamps. Inasmuch as fluorescent lamps give off little heat, studio 
will be one of the coolest by direct heating of any in town. 

One of the major problems in fluorescent lighting was its ability to 
provide illumination for the image-orthicon cameras. This type camera 
is sensitive to infra-red rays which is the base of incandescent lighting, 
but which is virtually absent in fluorescent which has a large amount of 
‘blues. NBC thinks it has evercome that problem and consequently is 
| installing an air-conditioning plant at the experimental studio in an 
effort to ready it for telecasting. 








planning a mystery show for that 
period which will be on Friday 
8:30 p.m. 

No producer or director has been | 
set as yet, although Larry Klee has | 
been engaged as writer. 


KFI-TV Cuts Loss 
To 256 Monthly 


Hollywood, June 21. 


| : 
KFI-TV has cut its losses to Dutch Video Concern 
monthly rom 2,000 | ° 
aan M cara Xi i, amu Rents Paris Theatre 
To Plug Aude Interest 


to outlet’s general manager Bill 
Paris, June 14. 


Ryan. Ryan related that outlet is 
doing as much commercial biz in 

Attempting to plug TV in France 
where it’s hoped to sell sets, a 


five telensing days (station beams | 
Dutch concern, Phillips, via its 


seven days weekly) currently as it 
managing director, J. J. Haver- 


| 
' 








BEN LUDLOW 
MUSIC 
Candlelight Review—NBC-TV 
Call the Police—CBS 
Scattergood Baines—MBS 


— 











did in one month when beaming 
shows during night hours. Station 
is raising its rates effective July 15. 

KFI now has better than 100 
sponsors airing weekly. Seven of 
the 100 are 30-minute layouts; tab 


the Paris fair, while a lot of pro- 
| vineial people are in Paris. 

| Every day, including Sundays, 
matinees and evening, before the 
film is shown, the audience is 
given a free TV show. The TV 
equipment is taken off after the 
'video showing and the picture be- 


segments. The remaining 85 com- 
mercials are made up of spots and 
participating announcements in 
programs. 


| Droze, has rented a theatre during | 


Teleset owners in the Bridgeport, Conn.7 area are reporting poor TV 
| reception on New York stations and are blaming it on the hot summer 
|weather. Frank Marx, ABC engineering veepee, explains that the 
'cause is not atmospheric conditions or the weather, but trees. The 
| foliage, now in full bloom in some sections of the country, absorb 
enough signal strength to reduce picture quality on home screens. This 
| condition, he says, is particularly noticeable in “fringe” areas, recep- 
tion points 50 miles or more from transmitters. To improve reception 
|to winter quality, Marx suggests, viewers should raise their antennas 
above the level of surrounding trees. 

Philco will sponsor its summer dramatic series, starting July 17, as 
| “Summer Playhouse,” as distinct from its regular-season series starting 
| Sept. 4 in a tieup with the Book of the Month Club. The fall setup 
| will be dramatizations, with Fred Coe producing, of B. of M.C. best- 
| sellers. This is the result of an experiment conducted by Philco in the 
spring with a dramatization of “Dinner at Antoine’s.” Coe produced 
and directed last season’s Philco series. Philco is picking up the entire 

summer tab, and not sharing the time costs with NBC, as previously 
| reported. 


| 

There’ll be no gun play and no saloon brawls in Vallee Video’s juve 
dominated westerns. Kids will not portray adult roles in films but 
handle juve chores in the chase westerns. Vallee starts shooting on 
series titled “Cowboy Kids” next Saturday. Pix will run 15 minutes 
each and feature the youngsters. Heavies will be played by adults 
only. Kids will use their wits to hold their own against the heavies in 
place of guns, knives and whips. Michael Fay has been set to handle 
the lead role. Leonard Levinson is scripting. 











“Writing Techniques—Audience and Non-Audience Shows” will be 
discussed at the fourth craft meeting of the Television Writers Guild at 
the RCA Exhibition Hall, N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs.) evening. 

Taking part will be Martin Gosch, producer-director; Jack Gould, 
| radio editor of the New York Times; Larry Markes, scripter, and Robert 
| Sylvester, New York Daily News drama editor. Final session of the 
current series will cover vidpic writing on July 14. Attendance is lim- 


KFI-TV lowered its rates to $20 


‘gins. Two processes are used: first, | ited to Authors League members. 





the normal nine inch screen, and | tee i eee 


GE Dealers to Sponsor for one-minute to $150 per hour 


Omaha, June 21. 
University of Nebraska has | 
granted WOW-TV full rights to| 
telecast the 1949 home football | 
games of the Cornhuskers. This is | 
ball-conscious area. Announce- 
ment of the grant was made by 
Athletic Director George “Potsy” 
Clark after approval by the board 
of intercollegiate athletics. First 
telecast wili be Sept. 24 when Ne- 
braska plays South Dakota. Others 
will be when the Huskaers play the 
Minnesota Gophers Oct. 1, the Ok- 
lahoma game on October 22, Kan- 
sas on Nov. 5 and Colorado Nov. 19. 
Sponsor will be General Elec- 
tric Television Dealers who will 
also sponsor AM football broad- 
casts on WOW and KODY, the lat- 
ter at North Platte, Neb. An- 
nouncement is expected to stimu- 
late early sale of television receiv- 
ers. Estimate is that 2,500 extra 
sets will be sold because of the 
football telecasts. Regular WOW- 
TV video service starts Sept. 1. 


RMA PUTS ADDITIONAL 
EMPHASIS ON VIDEO 


Washington, June 21. 


Problems attending the growth 
of video prompted the Radio Man- 
ufacturers Assn. last week to ap- 
point a new Television Committee 
to combine the functions of the 
former FCC Conference Commit- 





tee and the Television Public Rela- | 


tions Committee. A new Legisla- 
tive Committee was also appointed 
to deal with increasing state and 
municipal laws and regulations af- 
fecting television. 

Named chairman of the Televi- 
sion Committee was Max F. Bal- 
com, past prexy of RMA and vee- 
pee of Sylvania Electric Products, 
Inc., Emporium, Pa. Others in the 
group are Benjamin Abrams, prexy 
of Emerson Radio & Phonograph 
Co., New York; Dr. W. R. G. Baker. 
veepee of General Electric, Syra- 
cuse; Dr. Allen B. Du Mont of Du 
Mont Labs, Passaic, N. J.; L. F. 
Hardy, veepee of Philco Corp., 
Philadelphia; Paul V. Galvin, 
prexy of Motorola, Chicago; J. B. 
Elliott, veepee of RCA Victor Divi- 
sion, Camden, N. J.; H. C. Bonfig, 
veepee of Zenith, Chicago; W. J. 
Barkley, executive veepee of Col- | 
lins Radio, Cedar Rapids, Ia.; and 
W. J. Halligan, prexy of Hallicraft- | 
ers Co., Chicago. 

Named chairman of the Legisla- 
tive Committee was John Van 
Allen, RMA general counsel. Fred- 
eric J. Ball, Washington attorney 
of the Crosley Division, Aveo Mfg. 
Corp., was appointed vice chair- 
man, t 


| beaming, 


| per single hour. 


important sport news in this foot-| tion now will receive a six-month | fighting TV, and has succeeded in| ¢jalized merchandise 


| protection notice. 


when the switch was made from 
nighttime telensing to daytime 
March 1. Effective 


July 15 rate card will be hiked five 


| dollars for one minute spot and $20 


Clients with sta- 





CANTOR TROUPE INTO 
CHI TELE EXPOSITION 


Chicago, June 21. 


| Eddie Cantor plus his regular ra- 
idio troupe, were signed today 
| (Tues.) by the National Television 
jand Electric Living Show for 10 
|days of personal appearances, 
| Starting Sept. 30, for which Can- 
|tor can get as much as $50,000 on 
a guarantee, plus’ percentage. 
| Deal was inked by Art Holland, 


‘of the Malcolm-Howard agency, | 


through Lou Cowan and William 
Morris agency. 

| Cantor will do three shows daily, 
backed by a name cast, and the 
Lou 
the exposition is also planning to 
stage one-day appearances of local 
and network video shows. Network 
performers will either co-ax or film 
their shows from Chicago to other 
points. 

Last year the exposition 
150,000 without big name attrac- 
tions. Committee is shooting for 
250,000 this year at $1 admission 
tab. e 





Ken Murray to Preem 


 CBS-TV Show Sept. 16 


on CBS Sept. 16 in the Saturday 
9-10 p.m. slot. Show will emanate 
from New York with a guest star 
policy, a permanent company, a 
chorus line, and a 25-piece band. 
Murray will act as emcee and pro- 
ducer. 

CBS meanwhile is in quest of a 
sponsor. 
tract with Murray, minimum sell- 
ing price to a sponsor is $17,500. 


If package is sold under that price, | 


network will make up the differ- 
ence to Murray. As a sustainer, 
Murray would be guaranteed $104.- 
000 annually for three years, 





Cincy’s 26,500 Sets 
Cincinnati, June 21. 

Latest tabulation of television 
sets in the Cincy area by the Cros- 
ley research department places the 
number at 26,500, of which 1,800 
are in public places. 

The total doubled that of five 
months ago. 


Breese orch. Committee for | 


drew 


The Ken Murray show will start | 


According to web’s con- | 


‘also projection on large screen. 
Haver-Droze is attempting to pro- 
mote TV on a large scale through 
the kids, and is trying to have it 
introduced in the schools. 

| However, the film industry is 


|having the Information Minister) she was with Par for more than | 
| kill the idea of having the bicycle | three years handling fashion pub- | 


i'race, known as Tour de France, 
| televised. This is an event with 
|considerable following every year 
while the boys race all round 
France. It lasts a month, and pro- 


vides food for the newsreels. 

| TV here can’t put on good pro- 
| grams due to lack of money, if not 
of talent, and lives on a meagre bit 
of the radio appropriation. Radio 
| \tself just had the receiving set 
_tax raised from 750 to 1,000 frs 
| yearly ($2 to $3). 


WLW-C NOW A 68% 


| 








Columbus, June 21. 
Sales at WLW-C, Crosley tele 
station here which has been on the 
air 16 weeks has 
station past the mark where they 
were 68% commercial as of May 


15, last date for which figures are | 


available. 

Recent time sales include two 
hours to Feil Ambulance Service, 
Columbus, who sponsored motor- 
cycle trials at the Ohio State Fair- 
grounds; Standard Oil Products, 
Cleveland, two hours of the Char- 
ity Horse Show from Cincinnati 
and the Cook Furniture and Appli- 
ance, Columbus, one hour of AAU 
boxing matches from Cincinnati to 
plug Westinghouse products. 

Flock of spots also reported. 

Number of television sets in the 
Columbus area as of June 1 shows 
a gain of more than 1,000 from the 
count of 5,800 on May 1. According 
to figures released by WLW-C, only 
telestation operating here as yet, 
6,890 sets were counted. Of the 
total, 6,590 were located in private 
homes and 300 in public places, 





Emily Post’s TV Series 


Etiquette expert Emily Post has 
inked an exclusive TV contract 
with Telescoops for a vidpic 
series On manners. Production has 
already started on the first of 39 
| five-minute shows and the series, 
‘prepped for a 13-week cycle, will 
be ready in the fall. 
| The program will use puppets 
animated by stop-motion photog- 
raphy. rather than by string or 
hand methods. Sam E. Hunsaker, 
of Telescoops, claims to have 
found a method of cutting the cost 
of stop-motion films by more than 


| 75%. 


COM'L. OPERATION 


zoomed the. 


Jeraldine Cooper To 
Du Mont Promotion Job 


Jeraldine Cooper, until recently 
|with Paramount, has joined Du 
| Mont Television to handle spe- 
promotion. 


licity and merchandise tie-ins. 

| Miss Cooper will set up a fash- 
ion news clinic for Du Mont as 
| part of the plans to promote and 
exploit women’s fashions and de- 
| partment store merchandise via 
fave 


2 THE ‘STALLERS’ 
GET FCC REPRIEVE 


Washington, June 21. 
FCC eased up last week on two 








for stalling on construction but 
cracked down on a third. The 


'tension of time to WPDQ-TV in 
Jacksonville, Fla., to complete its 
station and designated the case for 
hearing to determine whether 
there has been diligence going 
‘ahead with construction. 

On a petition for reconsideration, 
| the Commission granted WSAZ-TV 
in Huntington, W. Va,, an exten- 
sion to December 15 to complete 
construction. The station’s applica- 
tion for additional time had been 
designated for hearing. 

In the case of WSEE in St. 
Petersburg. the Commission, on the 
basis of “apparent lack of dili- 
gence,” denied a request for an ex- 
tension to Dec. 26 to complete con- 
| struction. However, the agency in- 
|formed the station it would set 
aside its action to consider a hear- 
‘ing if it is requested within 20 
days. 


West’s Global Junketing 
Vidpix Series to WJZ-TV 


| ABC-TV has wrapped up a deal 
|with Austen West, travel-lecturer, 
|for a series of 13 half-hour “non- 
travelogish vidpix on his globe- 
girdling junkets. Titled “The En- 
chanted Road,’ the stanza will 
preem over WJZ-TV, N. Y., early 
in July and then will be offered to 
other outlets of the web. 

West’s extensive footage was 
{sifted by Nat Fowler, ABC-TV’s 
film director, and is being custom 
edited for the net's tele require- 





ments. West has prepared scripts | 


to go with the silent film, which 
ABC announcer Gene Hamilton 
will narrate. ABC has optioned 
West to prepare an additional 13 
| chapters, 





television permittees it had cited | 


agency set aside a denial of an ex- | 


Union Pay Scales 
Being Negotiated On 
Coast for First Time 


Hollywood, June 21. 

Producers of Hollywood’s live 
| television shows are entering nego- 
| tiations on union scales for talent 
for the first time. Members of the 
board of directors of Television 
Producers Assn. last week joined 
in a session to pave the way for 
|meetings with Coast union and 
| guild heads. 

Sparking TPA’s decision to 
| plunge into union discussions was 
/report issued last week by Screen 
| Actors Guild that pointed up eco- 
| homic conflict between live and 
| film TV production and raised the 
differences between live programs 
that are kinescoped on_ stations 
and those kinned on closed cir- 
_cuits and never seen on live tele 
by audiences. 


Officers of the picture group, 
| Television Film Producers Assn., 
have been meeting regularly with 
| Hollywood union and guild reps 
but live producers heretofore have 
/not participated in the confabs. 


WENDY BARRIE SHOW 
GETS AN OVERHAUL 


Martin Stone has taken over pro- 
'duction reins on the Wendy Barrie 
TV show on DuMont, and program 
; ets a complete overhaul. 


. Currently heard three-times-a- 
| week in a_ half-hour’ interview 
| Stanza, with Photoplay mag pick- 
|ing up the talent tab, Miss Barrie 
| is going into a once-a-week 30-min- 
| ute audience participation show in- 
| stead. Photoplay mag drops out 
'of the picture. 


| Idea is to develop Miss Barrie 
(as a bigtime femcee potential. 


‘Man’s Family’ to TY 


“One Man’s Family” is moving 
to New York where it will have 
'a tele as well as radio edition. 
| Video show will go on Mondays at 
9:30 p. m. for a half-hour starting 
| July 27, 

Carleton Morse, show’s producer 
and owner, is bringing another 
package to New York, but hasn't 
| divulged its format. 
| “One Man’s Family” is current- 
ly on a sustaining basis having been 
| dropped some time back by Stand- 
‘ard Brands. Radio show will also 








emanate from New York, but wil 
‘not be simulcast. 


oo 
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UNIONS FIX. 


Coast Scripters Again Seek TY-Pix 


Control; Will See Hammerstein 


Hollywood, June 21. + 


Te 





Move to create a national tele- 
vision council embracing all 
writers aS a means of solving 
jurisdictional problems that might 
arise between scribe guilds is be- 
ing launch by local Radio Writers 
Guild and Screen Writers Guild 
reps. Oscar Hammerstein 2d, pres- 
ident of the Authors League, will 
be asked to call a mid-July meet- 
jng to discuss the matter. 

Hammerstein, who is due here 
Thursday (23) for the first annual 
presentation of awards by the 
SWG, will be approached during 
his stay by RWG and SWG to call 
the huddle of all groups for either 
Chicago or St. Louis. 

Agreement Vital 


Granting of the charter to Tele- 
vision Writers Guild by the League 
has become somewhat of a sore 
point, since the SWG wants sole 
jurisdiction over filmed tele. The 
council has previously turned down 
several SWG bids to reopen 
question. It’s figured doubtful if 
Hammerstein will agree to call a 
new meeting on the subject, unless 
the League council reverses its 
position. 

Meanwhile, SWG would like to 


protect its members against tele- | 
in- upcoming negotiations | 


vision 
with major film studios. One of 
the demands to be made is that all 
pictures, no matter how projected, 
be covered in the basic contract. 
Guild also will seek extra pay for 
a member when the material is 
used in a medium other than films 





the | 


if 





J. L. Van Volkenburg 
CBS v.p. in Charge of 
Television Operations 


writes on 


The End of the 
Beginning for TV 
In the 4th Annual 
Radio-TV 


Review & Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 
Out in July 











TBAinBidFor 
Freeze Lifting 
In 1] Markets 


Partial lifting of the freeze on 
new TV station applications was 
requested from the FCC on Mon- 


| with 
| SEG delegation asked for a three- 


‘day (20) by the Television Broad- 


produced for regular theatre pro- | 


jection. This would automatically 


mean that material written for a | 


motion picture could not be used 


either for radio or television with- | 


out added compensation. SWG is 
now carrying on exploratory talks 
with Television Film Producers 
Assn. covering writers working in 
the new medium. All matters of 
tele jurisdiction belong to the 
TWG, however, according’ to 
League policy. 


NBC July Bow On 


Coast Kine Shows 


NBC is slated to start the kine- 
scoping of programs emanating 
from the Coast July 3. Broadcast 
will be carried on the eastern and 
midwest 
It’s the first instance in which a 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


interconnected network. | 


Coast originated show will be tele- | 


cast in the east. General 
dure has been to kine eastern- 
originations to the Coast. 

The kinescope equipment in the 
NBC’s Coast studios is reported to 
be even larger than that in the 
east, which is said to have cost 
around $500,000. 

Shows which will be broadcast 
are “Sundays at Home” with the 
Pickard Family, July 3 and “Noc- 
turne” which will be carried July 


With the July 3 broadcasts, NBC 
Will attempt to get the kine net- 
work from the Coast rolling before 
the rival CBS network which has 
already announced an_ elaborate 
Schedule of Coast originated stan- 
ras, 

NBC has several other shows 
readied for kine reproduction. 
Among them are some made by 
Dennis Day, Ralph Edwards and 
Jack Carson. 


GF HAS A CHANGE 
OF HEART ON ‘AUTHOR’ 


Having served notice on Martin 
Stone, packager of “Author Meets 
the Critic,” that it was dropping 
the TV program at the end of the 
Current cycle, General Foods last 
week did a turnabout and notified 
Stone that it wanted to ride along 
Or a third season of “Author’ 
bankrolling, 


Program is hea 
on NBC-TY. eard Sunday nights 








proce- | 


| channels); Denver 


| 


casters Assn. In a letter to the 
FCC, J. R. Poppelet TBA prexy, 
asked for ending the freeze in 11 
markets. 

Poppele said that 22 channels 
could be opened in those cities 
of the west and south which are | 
far removed from other populous 
areas and where the opening of 
new tele outlets wouldn't cause in- 
terference, one of the prime rea- 
sons for the freeze order. 

“The protracted character of the 
freeze has had an adverse effect | 
on at least two segments of the | 
industry,” the TBA topper de- 
clared. “Manufacturers of trans- 
mitters are unable to make any 
long-range plans. Receiver manu- 
factturers, too, are in a quandary 
attempting to project their opera- 
tions over a span of the next six 
months.” 

Poppele said that partial lifting 
of the ban on new stations would 
prevent a chaotic situation, in 
which there would be a_hectia 
scramble for receivers and trans- 
mitters, when the freeze is fully 
lifted. And meanwhile, partial | 
lifting would enable manufactur- 
ers to continue production and dis- 
tribution. 

Areas that 
he said, are: 


could be unfrozen, 
Amarillo, Tex. (five 
(one); El Paso 

(three); Salt 


(two); Sacramento 


Lake City ‘one); Corpus Christi 
(three): San Diego (two); San 
Francisco ‘one); Seattle ‘one); 


Stockton, Cal. (two); and Tacoma 
(one). 

Poppele declared that the basic 
reason for the freeze has been 
tropospheric interference between 
co-channel stations in metropolitan 
areas. “This factor doesn’t hold in 
the areas mentioned, because of 
adequate spacing,” the TBA prez 
stressed. “Unless the Commission 
is contemplating a severe reshuf- 
fling of allocations in the cities in 
question, there appears to be no 
reason why a partial lifting of the 
freeze could not be ordered forth- 
with.” 


‘Road Show’ Cancelled— 
And Everybody's Happy 


The Bob Smith TV “Gulf Road 
Show.” heard Thursday nights at 
9 on NBC-TV, goes off after June 
30, with Gulf Oil finally deciding 
to drop its sponsorship. 

Smith had long felt that the pro- 
gram’s basic idea and _ format 
weren't contributing toward en- 
hancing his “Howdy Doody” popu- 
larity and on several occasions 
pitched up the idea to Gulf of drop- 
ping the  videocast. Apparently 
everybody was unhappy about the 
stanza except the guy who really | 
mattered—the client. | 








TV WEDDING DATE 


ee 


TELE AUTH 
MATTER OF 


Final agreement among the actor 
unions on the setup for the organi- 
zation and administration of tele- 
vision is now expected in about six 
to eight weeks. Latest wrinkle 
whether the film groups, Screen 
Actors Guild and Screen Extras 
will insist on having a partnership 
Status or will agree to participate 
with their eastern affiliates in the 
4A’s Television Authority. It’s fig- 
ured they’ll hold out for the part- 
nership arrangement, which would 
give them relatively greater au- 
thority. 

Official settlement of the matter 
was anticipated last Friday (17), at 
the meeting of the international 
board of the Associated Actors & 
Artistes of America, in New York. 











is 


| However, at that session the east- 


ern unions proposed that the Coast 
affiliates enter the proposed 4A’s 
TA on an equal participating basis 
the others. The SAG and 


week delay to submit the sugges- 


tion to their boards and bring back 


the reply. 


WKS. 








Anatole Chujoy 
Dance Authority 
Discusses 
Television and the 
Dance”’ 

a” ow’ * 
in the 4th Annual 
Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Due in July 











Find TV Oaters 


Hard to Swallow: 


} 


It was pointed out that the pro- | 


Fade Off Webs 


posed and which was voted down | 


posed 4A’s TA setup would in no 
way involve merger, which the 
Coast unions have consistently op- 


last winter by Equity. The 
TA setup, with SAG and SEG par- 


ticipating as equals, would be 
simpler, more cohesive and more 
effective, it was explained 

The proposed partnership ar- 


| rangement, with the eastern unions 


in the 4A’s TA working jointly 
with SAG and SEG, had previously 
been approved in principal by 
everyone concerned, including the 
4A’s board, Equity, Chorus Equity, 
the American Federation of Radio 


4A’s | 


Artists, American Guild of Variety | 


Artists, American Guild of Musical 
Artists, SAG and SEG. 
Heller Switch Seen 

Regardless which form the tele 
organization takes, it will be fi- 
nanced by contribution of the 
member groups, with Equity, 
AFRA and SAG 
major share. The 
unions will work out a constitution 
and, after two years, there will be 


putting up the} 
participating | 


a national convention of TV per- | 


formers to elect officers and de- 


‘cide matters of policy, etc. It’s ex- 


pected that George Heller will be 


named executive head of the 4A’s | 


TA, resigning as AFRA exec-sec to 
take the job. 

If the 4A’s TA is to be a single 
outfit, with SAG and SEG as reg- 
ular members, all jurisdiction will 


be held by the overall organization, | 


(Continued on page 36) 


Ruppert Beer’s 1706 
Tab for ‘Sports Album’ 


“Sports Album.” vidpic series 
featuring clips of old sports reels, 
has been bought by Ruppert Beer, 
via Biow, from Ziv Television Pro- 
ductions for three years in tour 
markets: New York, Philly, Boston 
and New Haven. Price is reported 
to be $170,000. 

Clips Will be edited into five- 
minute shorts and skedded before 
telecasts of fights, ballgames, etc. 
Series is available for sponsorship 
in other markets. 














TV ‘Rushes’ 


Hollywood, June 21. 

Method comparable to film 
studios’ daily viewing of “rush- 
es” on films in production has 
been adopted by video, repre- 
senting another facet of TV 
operation that integrates pix 
patterns. 

Shooting starts today ‘Tues.) 
on the series of Lone Ranger 
TV pix being made for General 
Mills by Jack Chertok and 
Apex Films. Chertok has ne- 
gotiated with Paul Mowrey, 
ABC’s TV Coast head, for a 
daily “closed circuit” 0.0. of 
the film sequences to expedite 
work on the vidfilms. 

“Ranger” series will be car- 
ried on ABC-TV. 


Viewers are finding it hard to 
swallow tele’s heavy diet of West- 
ern pix and as a result ABC-TV is 
drastically axing its sked of oaters. 
According to Nat Fowler, ABC-TV 
film director, audience reaction to 
the hoss operas was at first en- 
thusiastic, but mail has _ been 
dwindling rapidly and some view- 
ers have been complaining about 
the emphasis on pinto pix. 

In the Western department, CBS- 
TV has “Chuck Wagon” cross-the- 
board for an hour at 5:30 p.m. 
NBC-TV has “Hopalong Cassidy” 
| for 90 minutes Sundays at 5 p.m. 
| WATV, Newark, has oaters on 
Wednesday through Sunday from 
4-5 p.m. and from 7-8 p.m. WPIX, 
N. Y., has “Six Gun Playhouse” 
iand other periods of wild-and- 
woolly pix. 

In place of the mustang mellers 
ABC-TV is substituting some 
serials on a 
sked. The cliff hangers are edited 
for tele, cutting out long shots and 
paring down the _ usually long 
| intros. 





Gulf Reprises Its Nix 
On Bob Smith Guesting 
For Competing Texaco 


Despite the fact that it had 
!served notice that it was dropping 
out of sponsorship of the Bob 
Smith “Gulf Road Show” on June 
30, Gulf Oil Co. handed down its 
second nix to Smith when Milton 
Berle tried to work the “Howdy 
Doody” character into his closing 
“Texaco Star Theatre’ TV stanza 
last week. 

Gulf had previously said “no 
dice” to the guest shot a couple 
months back and although Smith 
conceded to Gulf that only the 
“Howdy Doody” character would 
be used, with no mention of Smith, 
the Texaco rival company refused 
permission. 


WKBK, Chi, Serves 


| Dismissal Warning 

Chicago, June 21. 
Staffers WKBK, 

received word to 





Chicago, 
have look- 
ing for other berths in a new econ- 


of 
start 


station’s im- 
pending transfer to the CBS-TV 
network. It is believed few net- 
work programs will be Chi-origi- 
nated and WBKB will depend on 
west-bound shows. 

WBKB now 110 emplovees. 
No definite dismissals have been 
handed out as vet. but staffers have 
been told that those who were 
hired recently, and others who 
don't figure in key operations had 
better start job-hunting. 


omy move, caused by 


has 





old | 
three-times-weekly | 


| 


| 
} 
| 


TY WV Set Price War Into the Open 
As Store Inventories Pile Up 


¢ Sales 
| hit 


have 
ac- 


receivers 
point, 


of tele 


the tapering-off 


|cording to indications. Production 
has been exceeding demand for 
several months and many stores 


have large inventories which must 
be moved before new models come 


out for the fall trade. 

Sales are so far behind inven- 
tory that Macy's N. Y., took an 
unprecedented step last week in 


an ad naming such brands as RCA, 
Philco and Admiral at reductions 
as much as $400 for a projection 
set. Usual procedure is to adver- 
tise “nationally named_ brands,” 
otherwise such advertising and 
are violations of the Feld- 
Crawford price-fixing act This 
ad riled the trade to the extent 
that distributors protested to the 
store, but whether such ads will 
cease is yet to be seen. 
Macy's action. brings 
open a condition which 
going on for about six 
Many retailers have been 
out 20% discounts, and Macy's 
move merely brought the under- 
cover price war into the open. 


sales 


into the 
has been 
months. 

doling 


Whether the Macy ad will en- 
large the scope of the price-war 
remains to be seen Distributors 


are likely to keep a firmer policing 


policy on many retail outlets in 
an effort to control the clash. 
Too Many Retailers? 
One manufacturer ascribed the 
price-break as being due to too 
many retailers. One angle on 


which many small shops operated 
was the rebate ad system, which 
enabled them to cut prices. By 
this method, the stores took co- 
operative ads with the manufac- 
turers. At the end of the year, 
rebate because of frequency of ads 
(Continued on page 34) 


B&k’s 2-House 
Test Run for TY 


Chicago, June 21. 


Balaban & Katz has skedded 
eight to 12 months for experimen- 
tation in theatre television, using 
the Chicago and State-Lake houses 
on a split shift basis. Results of 
the test period will influence John 
Balaban’s move to throw theatre 
tele into the 25 large B&K houses 


| here. 


Present plans call for theatre TV 
catching major emergencies, spot 
news, etec., for Chicago Theatre 
patrons, events important enough 
to warrant stopping the program 
then running. Affairs which can 
be planned ahead, such as football 
games, city and federal elections, 
and major celebrations, will be 
screened at the State-Lake theatre, 
probabl: after a 15-min. time lag 
to allow processing of Teletran- 
scriptions. 

Balaban has set sights on five 
Notre Dame football games this 
fall for test purposes. State-Lake 
customers will probably get 
snagged for an extra fee at the 
boxoffice to catch these games. but 
the exact price hasn't been set. 

Premiere midwest showing of 
theatre tele last week (16) was a 
simple demonstration using side- 
walk and lobby interviews with in- 
vited celebs which were flashed on 
the large-size screen after the audi- 
ence was seated. Operation was 
considered a success by B&K 
Olficials. : 


A&P LIKES VIDEO, BUT 
AREA DIRECTORS DON’T 


Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co.. at one 
time a heavy spender in coast-to- 
coast radio programming with its 
“A & P Gypsies,” has been looking 
over the video scene with an eye 
toward a prestige-type show , 

_ Parent execs of the company 
liked the idea of picking up the 
tab next season on “Author Meets 
the Critics” ‘before General Foods 
decided to pick up the option), 
but A & P area directors who were 
polled nixed the outlay. 
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THE BLACK ROBE 

With Frank Thomas, others 
Writer-Producer: Phillips H. Lord 
Director: Ed Sutherland 

30 Mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

NBC, from N. Y. 


“The Black Robe” is an unusual 
semi- documentary program with 
powerful dramatic punch. Based 
upon the reenactment of typical 
cases in a metropolitan night court, 
this show is a lineal descendant of 


radio's “agony column” airers with | 


the difference that here the poig- 
nancy is multiplied by the visual 
factor. And it’s a bankroller’s nat- 
ural, considering its minimum pro- 
Guction costs and surefire popular 
appeal. 

One of the extraordinary fea- 
tures of this show is the group ot 
non-protessionals playing the hood- 
lums, vagrants, felons, riffraff and 
ordinary unfortunates in the mock 
trials. Announcements are made 
fore and ait of the half-hour ses- 
sion that these people are only 
acting, but dialers will find it dif- 
ficult to believe. The illusion of 
reality to too compelling. Each 
looks like he or she is at least a 
video version of some real-life mis- 
hap with the law. Whether 
it’s natural talent or brilliant di- 
rectorial control, these pickup 
players handle their lines in a liv- 
ing tense with all the crudities, 
tics and tremors of authentic peo- 
ple left intact. 

The camera work is standout in 
its delineation of character. Via 
prolonged closeups, the minute de- 
tails of facial expression § are 
brought into sharp focus, heighten- 
ing the realism and increasing the 
amazement at these players’ thesp- 
ing proficiency. The question has to 
be raised: Why hasn't Hollywood 
tapped this remarkable reservoir 
of talent for its documentary pix? 

Straightforward format brings a 
flock of these non-pros into a sim- 
ulated courtroom before an actor- 
judge who administers justice after 
listening to their pleas. On last 
Wednesday's show, the cases in- 
volved several hoodlums on assault 
charges, small-time con man sell- 
ing fake mag_ subscriptions, an 
average Joe held for automobile 
manslaughter, a trio of argumenta- 
tive Harlemites, a couple of unli- 
censed peddlers and a young mar- 
ried couple with a problem of the 
husband working nights. 

About 95% of the proceedings 
had an absolutely genuine look. 
The hoods, who might have been 
recruited from the Mills hotel pop- 
ulation, were played to the hilt 
right down to the nervous mouth 
twitch and gnawing of toothless 
gums. The magazine salesman and 
the young couple, however, were 
slightly contrived in their comic 
relief. But all of them played with- 
out seeming awareness of the 
camera, a tipoff on director Ed 
Sutherland’s firm contro! over the 
proceedings. It’s the same Suther- 
Jand who has been prominent in 
Ho!lywood directing films. 

The show is a sock commercial 
package of tragic and comic in- 
gredients which, unfortunately, 
falls short of its stated pretension 
of adding to human understanding. 
The cases are paraded before the 
bar in rapid-fire order and the 
judge hands down justice without 
explaining the motivations of his 
rulings. This is copying night court 
reality too closely for full partici- 
pation of viewers in the legal me- 
chanics. 

The judge is played with appro- 
sha dignity and wisdom by 
‘rank Thomas, who will be gener- 
ally recognized as a regular actor. 
The program title derives from the 
judge's traditional garb. 

Herm. 


_—_—. 


HERE COMES FUN 
Producer: Bill Prutting 
Director: Lee Hall 

15 Mins., Mon., 8:00 p.m. 
MOTOROLA 

WNHC-TV, New Haven 

If program caught is a criterion 
of others on the schedule. then this 
one is a misnomer because actually 
there is nothing funny at all about 
the 15-minute stretch It's good 
vocalizing, but not comedy 

Sponsored by Motorola, setting 
used is backgrounded by a product 
layout except when camera swings 
to the Newhallville Four. one of a 
string of barbershop harmonizers 
which constitute the weekly series. 
Talent was okay on this particular 
show. boys hitting a good variety 
Oo: tunes, 

Joe Francis did an acceptable 
emcee, his chores including chat- 
ter with the vocalists, presentation 
of a prize to weekly winner of brief 
essay on “Why I Like 
and an explanation of how to qual- 


Ww toys growing on this show. But 
ity for the prize via tiein entry it’s a safe bet that the kids. at 
blanks ~ _ least, won't be sucker enough to 
“Fun” is okay music, but ‘tain't prefer a bad giveaway show to 
fun. Bove. | good entertainment. Herm. | 


Motorola.” | 


SUMMER FORMAL 

With George Conely, Kay Coulter, | 
Jordan Bentley, Jacqueline. 
Dodge, John Fernandey, Mary’ 
Ann Drake, John Intorcia, Ina | 
Kurland, Don _ Liberto, Lee) 
Painton, Leigh ‘Roberts, Boris | 
Runanin, Bob Kennedy 

Music - Lyrics: Marty Donovan, 
Gerry Kenyon 

Dances: Fred Kelly 

Producer: Warren Wade 

60 Mins., Sun. (19), 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from New York 
The adaptation of arena - style 

theatre into television has been 

tested successfully; basically it’s a 


sound idea, offering provocative 
camera treatments. But NBC in its 
“Arena Theatre” showcasting on 
Sunday (19) muffed it completely 
with its revue presentation of 
“Summer Formal.” 

“Arena” staging by Albert Mc- 
Cleary, in fact, left the viewer 
somewhat baffled as to just what 


innovations the boys had in mind, 
for inevitably what came off the 
cameras proved to be a succession 
of song-and-dance closeups that 
hewed to an orthodox pattern of 
presentation. 


primarily intended as a showcase 
for new talent. was the type of 


singular and off-the-beanten-track 
in productional treatment to offset 
some very hackneyed 
ances. Once in a while something 
of a refreshing quality managed to 
inject itself, but on the whole it 
was stereotyped and commonplace. 

Occasionally, one got the sug- 
gestion of the informality sought 
for in the “arena” concept as a 
camera-man was_ brought into 
focus, but these occasions proved 


more distracting than anything 
else. 

Idea, too, was to build the re- 
vue’s contents around magazine 
formats, but invariably it could 


have been a couple ot other mags 
the producers had in mind. 

Most worthy of mention was the 
choreography devised by Fred 
Kelly and the original music and 
lvrics by Marty Donovan 
Gerry Kenyon. Rose. 





MARY KAY AND JOHNNY 

With Mary Kay and Johnny Stearns 
Writer: Johnny Stearns 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 

NBC, from N. Y. 

“Mary Kay and Johnny.” which 
has made the rounds of the NBC, 
CBS and DuMont stations, has 
landed back on NBC with a stiff 
daily grind. This is a tough assign- 
ment for a situation comedy airer 
since new material just isn’t that 
plentiful. Mary Kay and Johnny 
Stearns, however, are a highly per- 


sonable team reenacting some like- | 
lv and unlikely domestic situations. | 


It’s breezy stuff, uneven in texture 
but palatable on the whole. 
Typical session last week had 
Mary Kay pretending to play the 
harmonica to her impressed mate 
while a grocery delivery boy was 


_ actually rendering the tune. It was 


good for a mild laugh but ended 
weakly. Stearns still plavs with a 
dry casualness but 


Miss Kay is 
growing more kittenish than pixy- 
ish, Herm. 





MAGIC COTTAGE 


With Pat Meikle, Robert Wilkinson 


Writer: Mort Frankel 

Director: Les Tomalin 

Producer: James L. Caddigan 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WABD, N. Y. 

“Magic Cottage” has little to 
recommend as a-e juve show. 
Flagrantly patronizing in its 
proach, this program practically 


'gets on its hands and knees to play 


iddy-biddy pattycake with the kids 
who, even at six, are sophisticated 
enough to detect the phoniness. 
There’s a conspiracy afoot, more- 
over, to foist upon junior’s sus- 
ceptible mind that affliction of so- 
called adult air entertainment— 
the giveaway quiz shown 

Show opens innocently enough 
with Pat Meikle and Robert Wil- 
kinson narrating a fairy tale to a 
group of pre-school age voungsters 
on the set. On the preem stanza 
(20), the story of “Jack and the 
Beanstalf” was being reenacted 
in crude fashion when, right smack 
dab in the middle, the cloven hoof 
of commercialism began showing 
through. Interrupting the recita- 
tion, Miss Meikle put the helpless 
kids through a  question-and-an- 
swer routine on the fairy tale with 
a batch of toys as bait. Jack and 
the beanstalk were used as shills 
for the giveaways’ brand identifi- 
cation. Miss Meikle, incidentally, 
never even bothered to finish the 
story. 

There's also a grand jackpot of 


VOL. I, NO. I 


| ABC, from New York 


| discover their money and the gun | 


‘ »,| missing, despite the fact that their | 
Unfortunately, “Summer Formal,” | - E 


é : , | the 
show that cried out for something | 


perform- | 


| groping for explanations. 


and | 


| pait 


| Remote Director: 


ap- | 


With Wyllis Cooper, Jack Les- 
coulie, Nancy Sheridan, Frank 
Thomas, Jr., Albert J. Buhrman, 
organist 

Prod.-Writer: Wyllis Cooper 

Director: Alex Segal 

30 Mins., Thurs., 9:30 p. m. 

Sustaining 





Wyllis Cooper, who distinguish- | 
ed himself in radio with the. 
“Quiet, Please” and ‘Lights Out” | 
shows, has made a_ provocative | 
start in video with his production | 
of “Vol. I, No. I.” He has applied | 
techniques used in films and legit 
in a manner that makes the audi- 
ence part oi the show with his 
stationary one camera technique, 
and provided a story with an in- 
definite conclusion that leaves the 
viewers stewing in their intellec- | 
tual juices groping for a plausible 
explanation. 

Briefly, the yarn tells of a cou- 
ple being shown to a hotel room 
by a bellhop. Said couple have 
just robbed a bank, killed a watch- 
man and made a successful get- 
away to this hideaway hotel. The 
moment the bellhop leaves, they 


luggage hasn't been switched. The | 
bellhop seems to be the master of | 
situation. He strands them| 
without food, water, cigarets, and | 
without a possibility of making a' 
getaway. 

The focal point seems to center 
around the bellhop, played with 
just the right amount of puckish- 
ness by Frank Thomas, Jr. It’s 
hard to make out exactly what he 
represents. He could be a per- 
sonification of the couple’s con- 
science or some supernatural be- | 
ing. The audience can apply any 
solution it likes and it will still be 





Jack Lescoulie and Nancy Sheri- 
dan as the embattled couple do} 
excellent jobs that calls for a} 
graduated change ot emotions from 
cockiness to stark terror. 

Cooper has made the audience 
part of the show by using his sin- 
gle camera stationed behind what | 
is purportedly a mirror. The cam- 
era range is limited to what can | 
be seen by one peeking into the | 
room. Cooper has seen to it that 
the audience is given a feeling ot 
guilt by looking in on the show, 
especially when the absconding 
complain that they have the | 
teeling that someone’s watching 
them. 

With the variation in story treat- | 
ment, Cooper has also introduced 
some penetrating bits of business. 
At one point the siren of a pass- 
ing ambulance merges with the 
loud swing record from a music 


store on the ground floor of the| 


hotel in a manner that made it a| 
completely harmonic composition | 
and one that helps create an at- | 
mosphere that helps accentuate the | 
feeling of terror that envelopes the | 
twosome. 
Cooper, who made a brief ap-| 
pearance to introduce the program, 
has contracted for an initial se- 
ries of six shows. With the first 
of this series, it seems that he has 
fashioned an adult type of diver- 
sion for the higher IQ levels. He 
has provided an indication that the’ 
medium is growing up. Jose. 


WBKB ANNIVERSARY 


| With Russ Davis, Bill Kusack, Ed 


Roberts, Joe Wilson, Ulmer 
Turner, Peter Donald, Shyrettos, 
Jackie Green, Joan Edwards, 
Blackburn Twins, Janet Blair, 
Henny Youngman, Morton 
Downey ' 

Producers: Jonny Graff, Nate Platt 

Dick Liesendahl 

180 Mins., Thurs., 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
(CDT) 

Sustaining 

WBKB, Chicago 

WBKB’s eighth anni party, a 
lengthy and varied affair. took tele- 
viewers through the station his- 
tory. official opening of its new 
transmitter, midwest preem of the- 
atre television. and wound up with 
a 70-minute stage show trom the 
Chicago Theatre. 

Program opened with a shot of 
a steeplejack fastening a flag to 
ihe new 7O0-foot transmitter tower, 
Camera then trained on. studio 
where announcer Russ Davis and 
engineer Bill Kusack, using old 
snaps, rehashed WBKB progress 
from its inception. Next chapter 
showed a birthday cake-cutting 
assisted by station personnel. Con- 
tinuity was interspersed twice with 
group vocalizing by the AFRA 
Singers. 

Viewers next witnessed finals of 
the Bashful Blonde contest, a tie-in 
promotion with a current pic at the 
Chicago theatre. Further along, 
announcers Davis and Joe Wilson 
took over with sidewalk and lobby 
interviews, catching celebs on their 
way into the Chicago theatre for 
the midwest debut of theatre tele- 
vision. These hobnobs were tele- 
transcribed and flashed on the 
large size screen in the theatre 
after the audience was seated. 

Biggest feature for viewers was. 


(Continued on page 36) j 


| 


| sentiment 


| relationship 


| registered ever 


headed by 


| column. 


| wood. 
These were the clown’s stories. 
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Joe Laurie, Jr... and 


Harry, guy on the show, 


but more SO, 


Hershfield, two-thirds of the “Can| There were more changes of COs. 


You Top This” triumvirate, trailed 
each other Sunday night over NBC 
and each evidenced their aptitude 
for TV. 


'tume, including one in drag, plus 
/a couple of changes into regula. 
tion garb. In addition he dipped 


Incidentally, a dual radio-| into the repertoire for the Rube 


video deal is being negotiated cur-| Goldberg bit, and also the “Mutiny 


rently for the Senator Ed Ford 
package. Both 
selves well, particularly 


‘Leave It to the Girls,” in light of 
the more informal pattern. Maggi 
McNellis continues an _ excellent 
femcee, ably foiled by Florence 
Pritchett and Binnie Barnes, the 
regulars Robin Chandler 
Natalie Schafer were the 
the former parring the fast com- 
pany, but somehow Miss Schater 
gave the impression she needs a 
script since the ad lib metier seems 
a bit beyond her Laurie, of 


| course, went back into the files for | 
|the gags about gals, brides, mar- 


riage, ete., to spar with and par 
the videogenic braintrusters fac- 
ing him. Hershfield’s stint was on 
the ensuing half hour with Billie 
Burke’s autobiog the subject for 
discussion on “Author Meets 
Critics.” Per usual John McCaf- 
frey was a tiptop  conferencier, 
Hershfield was mellow and in the 
actress-authoress’ corner, 
Merle Miller was gallant in his cap- 


tiousness as he spotlighted certain | 


phases of the book. 


Milton Berle’s video valedictory | 


for the season attempted to apply 
the show business adage, ‘Always 
Leave ’Em Laughing’’ (plug for his 
forthcoming Warner Bros. film). 
He virtually pulled every trick in 
the bag to make for a happy exit. 
The result did show some 
but it was plenty OK all around. 
Fatso Marco aftter a_ deliberate 
fluff, said “Don’t make a Federal 
case out of it, it’s the last show.” 
There was also a heavy mixture of 
toward the end which 
indicated a warm enough sponsor 
despite Berle’s de- 
mands for a better deal. P 
For the last exhibit, Berle lined 
up a pair of top singers. Lina 
Romay and Tony Martin, each of 
whom are tops in their particular 
field and both hit maximum re- 
sponse although Martin would have 
better if he 


accented romantic ballads. 


| Berle, per usual, was the busiest | 


LITTLE OLD NEW YORK 
Starring Ed Sullivan; plus guests 
Producer: Ed Sullivan 

Director: Cledge Roberts 

30 Mins.: Monday, 7:30-8 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WPIX, N. Y. 

“Little Old New York,” sustainer 
Ed Sullivan, the New 
York News’ syndicated Broadway 
columnist, purports to be a drama- 


tization of Sullivan’s column of the | 


above title. The opening show was 
a dull half-hour. 

It is a session of interviews with 
“the little people’ who make up 
the names that appear in Sullivan’s 
On the opening § session 
there were a midget clown from 
Coney Island. a barber from the 
Main Stem who spoke of specializ- 
ing in “television haircuts,” a cou- 


ple of singers with stories about | 


themselves, some girl swimmers 
and a male diver associated with a 
water show. All of it done without 
any spontaneity. 

Sullivan's question-and-answers 


Session was deterred no little by the 


naturally dawdling pace of the con- 


| ferencier himself. In fact, Sullivan 


was so slow on the talk that the 
show had to be cut enroute. Sul- 
livan admitted it was being slashed. 
Clipping the clipper would have 
done it more easily. The barber 
clipped away merrily, in full view 
of the audience, with a convenient- 
ly obliging stooge to illustrate his 
"lV haircut.” 

The “human” element was point- 
ed up when the clown revealed— 
just like in the story books—that 
he was once in love. Just like anv- 
body else. She was the headless” 
girl. But she went to Hollywood 
and he’s been pining for her ever 
since. She took her head along with 
her and became Lucille Ball. 

A stiltwalker there used to be his 
best friend. He also went to Holly- 
And became Cary Grant. 


The aquacade girls and the 
diver Marshall Wayne, former 
Olympic champ but now also a 


pilot) were paraded for some ques- 


tions of considerably lesser inter- | 


est. Singers Billv Daniels and Ruth 
Petty ditto, and they also sang. 
Kahn. 





Tacoma — Carl FE. Haymond, 


owner of KMO here and KIT,! 


Yakima, has applied to the FCC for 
: television license on Channel 13 
ere, 


and | 
guests, | 


and even | 


strain, | 


had | 


| on the Bounty” satire, plus a cafe 


acquitted them-)| scene with Eddie Hanley, himseig 
Laurie | 
who had greater opportunities on! 


no slouch on comedy. 

During the past season Berle has 
contributed to a successful show 
that maintained a phenomenal rat- 
ing. Television gave him national 
prominence, a_ picture’ contract 
profitable manufacturing _ tieups. 
etc., but video also owes Berle 4 
considerable amount. He gave it 
an impetus that took it out of the 
penny arcade classification. t 


After its “Boy Meets Gir!” fizzle 
of the previous week, “Studio One” 
last Wednesday redeemed itself 
with a distinguished adaptation of 


|Turgenev's “Smoke.” It was a 
ifield day for the wives of the 
| Broadway legit fraternity, with 


| Leueen McGrath (Mrs. George §., 
Kaufman) playing the turgid role 
of Irena, and Mary Sinclair (Mrs. 
George Abbott) as the displaced 
damsel, Tonya. Considering that 
the classic Russian novels are as a 
|rule heavy and slow, the “Studio 
| One” production was quick movy- 
|ing, to the moment, and exciting. 
| The casting and performances 
were topnotch, with Miss McGrath 
in particular giving an exquisitely 
sensitive portrayal. 

While not strictly a summertime 
TV dish, the qualities brought to 
“Smoke” justified the long shot. 


Dickinson Eastham, understudy 
to Ezio Pinza in “South Pacific,” 
|showed off a fine video personality 
, Thursday (16) as a repéat guest on 
Roberta Quinlan’s NBC-TV_ show 
for Mohawk Carpeting. On a 15- 
minute broadcast by Miss Quinlan, 
Eastham didn’t get much time, but 
his handling of a few lines and his 
warbling of “This Nearly Was 
Mine,” from the “Pacific” show, 
was well done. 


Robert Knipe’s exploration into 
the later life of Robert Moulton 
Barrett, father of poetess Elizabeth 
| Barrett Browning, resulted in a 
fairly obvious bit of dramatics 
| which was given a better produc- 
| tion than it deserved on ‘Chevrolet 
lon Broadway.” Excellent enactment 
by Leo G. Carroll and a fairly 
|capable cast couldn’t obscure the 
| fairly thin premise of the story and 


jobvious conclusion of “The 
| Heritage of Wimpole Street.” 
| Judson Rees did an appealing 


job as the youngster while Valerie 
Cossert and Emily Lawrence regis- 
tered as the girls in the family. 





Picture,” 
is still a 


DuMont’s “Spin the 
‘Saturdays at 8-9 p.m., 
‘confusing, too-obviously contrived 
'quiz for home viewers. Formerly 
‘called “Cut,” it is poorly planned 
{and executed. And the change In 
lits emcees, from Carl Caruso to 
| Kathi Norris, doesn’t seem to have 
| been much for the better. Miss 
| Norvis tries futilely to sell, espe- 
icially when she drones that -irr- 
tating and constant “Spi-i-i-n the 
P-i-i-cture.” Paul Luther is her 
confederate on the announcing 
chores, and he, too, fails to im- 
| press, especially when he has to 
read the show’s description. ,; 

Just for the record, the show Is 
a clue-giving setup employing ac- 
tors, a musical trio, etc. Viewers 
are phoned to guess the varied 
situations or tunes. Actually, 
“Stop the Music” is such a better 
idea. 


J. Walter Thompson agency. on 
behalf of its Ford Dealers clients, 
parlayed the talents of Ethe! Mer- 
man, Lauritz Melchior and Peter 
Donald into the Monday night (20) 
CBS-TV slot as the first of three 
windup shows before the sponsor 
bows off for the summer. (Trio 
of replacements was necessary be- 
cause of Ford’s “Crystal Ball” cane 
cellation). 

Aside from suggesting that 8 
Melchior-Merman teamup (a la 
Fzio Pinza-Mary Martin oi “South 
Pacific’) could have an amazing 
musicomedy potential, the pairs 
dueting did nothing to enhance 
their TV prestige. Program, tor 
that matter, had all the qualities 
of a hastily thrown-together jo». 
with little production values an 
'the cameras shuttling between 
Merman, Melchior and Dona! 
‘closeups for their individual con- 
tribs. The Merman-Meichior duet: 





jing of “Anything You Ca. _ 
and the comedienne’s “No pe’ 
iness Like Show Business” ‘b0 


from “Annie Get Your Gun”), plus 


/a fleeting moment of the — 
star in a jivey dance routine were 
‘so-so highlights of a “filler” stanza. 
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CHESTERFIELD SUPPER CLUB 


With Bill Lawrence, Kay Starr, 
Fontane Sisters, Martin Block, 
Mitchell Ayres Orch 

13 Mins.: Mon.-Fri., 7 p.m, 


CHESTERFIELD 
NBC, from New York 
(Newell-Emmett) 
Bill Lawrence has replaced 
Perry Como for the summer on the 


continuation of the five-a-w eek 
series for Chesterfield, and Kay 
Starr joins him on Tuesday and 


Thursdays. Otherwise, the ciggie’s 
*Supper Club” format and people 
remain the same—Fontane Sisters, 
Mitch Ayres orchestra and Martin 


Block being ho!dovers. 
Opening programs 1n the new 
series last week were fair Law- 


rence is average, both vocally and 
at handling lines. There's nothing 
that can be said against him, but 
there’s nothing that can be said for 


him, either He’s a singer. There 
are plenty of them. Miss Starr's 
showings on Tuesday and Thurs- 
day were something else. A 
strong. vibrant voice which she 
knows how to use made her bits 
stand out on the two shows she 


worked. Fontane’s did their usual 
colorful soloing and understudying 
on the shows caught, the entire 
troupe grounded solidly on 
Mitchell Ayres rhythms. 

Writing on the series of shows 
of the first week was uniformly 
plain and colorless. A good deal 
of that impression, however, could 
easily have stemmed from Law- 
rence’s drob style of relaying the 


principal lines. Wood 

JOLLY BILL’S CABLE CAR 
CAPERS 

With Bill Steinke; Eloise Rowan, 
organist 


Producer: Dave Drummond 
Writer: Bill Steinke 

15 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri., 5 p.m. 
Participating 

KNBC, San Francisco 

The formula developed by Bill 
Steinke, with its parent-approved 
appeal to kids, has wrapved up an 
enormous listening audience for 
this program which, reaching out 
300 miles. enjoys a resultant huge 
mail reaction. Now in his third 
year of airwaving, Steinke has 
successfully impacted his “Magic 
Cable Car” vhantasy deep into kid 
listening habits in spite of blood- 
and - thunder competition — that 
sworms the air in early evening. 

Coombining many juve avveals, 
such as yarn-spinning, birthday 
greetings, imaginery trips to 
schools and places of historic and 
other interest, sugar-coated les- 
sons on health. safety, patriotism, 
plus cartoon-sketching contests 
which are rewarded with picavune 
prizes, Steinke has garnered iron- 
clad loyalties from the sub-teen- 
agers, 

Essentially a scrivted program, 
Steinke denarts sufficiently from 
text for ad libs which give warmth 
to wordage. Total effect is one of 
spontaneous ioviality. Music back- 
ground provided by Eloise Rowan 
organist, is adroit, effective and 
sparky. 

Production by Drummond _ is 
svmpathetic, giving Steinke full 
plav for his St. Nick temveram ‘nt 
which needs wide latitude for effec- 
tiveness. and gets it. 

Expansive personality and rotund 
anpearanes of Steinke has vrom- 
ise for video. Ted. 


TEXACO STAR REPORTER 
With George Stevens, Norvell 
Slater 
15 Mins.: Mon.-to-Fri., 
TEXAS CO. 
WOAT-TQN, San Antonio 
From the studios of WFAA, 
Dallas, and to the member stations 
of the Texas Quality Network 
comes this series with a new twist. 
Instead of asking the listeners 
questions this one allows the lis- 


11:30 a.m. 


teners to send in questions to 
which they are seeking the an- 
swers. Questions must pertain to 


subjects not falling into the follow- 
ing three—personal, legal or med- 
ical. They range from _ history, 
radio to background of personal- 
ities in the news. 

The walking answer man for the 
series in George Stevens who has 
a pleasing voice and is concise ‘in 
his answers, vet answers the ques- 
tion fully. Norvell Slater reads the 
questions. giving the name of the 
person submitted. He also is heard 
in a brief roundup of the latest 
news midway in the program. 

Inasmuch as they desire to an- 
swer as many questions as possible 
there is only one commercial 
on the various Texaco products 
which is brief, to the point and 


handled well at the end of the 
broadcast. 
Airings show good production 


and should create much good will 
for Texas Co. and its products 
Andy 





Dallas—Edythe Chan. actress of 
the Dallas Little Theatre and the 
Arden Club is adding a “women's 
page” to the 10 a.m. daily news- 
casts heard here over KIXL. ' 


Religioso Hawking 


Commercial religious airers, 


which formerly were brushed 
off by the n-‘s in favor ot 
donated time to the major 
faiths. are coming back to 
ease the current billings fam- 
ine. ABC let its bars down, 
beginning last Sunday morn- 
ing (19), with two new pro- 
grams, “The Old-Fashioned 


Revival Hour” and “The Voice 
of Prophecy,” packaged in 
transcribed form by two Cali- 
fornia religious organizations, 
the Gospel Broadcasting Assn. 
and Voice of Prophecy, Inc. 
Identical in style and tone, 
both programs sell their fun- 
damentalism via gospel read- 
ings, exhortations and liberal 
quantities of religious music 
rendered, in both cases, by 
male quartets. Except for the 


idea that these shows are 
hawking theology on a com- 
mercial basis, there is noth- 
ing objectionable to these 
shows which are obviously 
slanted to hinterland audi- 
ences. Direct solicitation of 


funds, of course, is prevented 
by broadcast regulations. 








WASHINGTON FORECAST 


With Prof. Samuel Stratton 
15 Mins., Sun., 9:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPTR, Albany 

Samuel Stratton. the second 
Union College faculty member to 
do regular broadcasting (Prof. 
Joseph Rotundo is the other) and 


scheduled to be a Democratic can- 
didate for Schenectady city coun- 
cil in the fall, hit one of the time- 
liest and most significant notes in 
a recent commentary on his Naval 
Reserve cruise and the role such 
organizations play in creating 
public understanding of and sup- 
port for adequate U. S. defense 
forces. 

It is odd this phase of an im- 
portant subject does not receive 
more open discussion and perhaps 
that the Secretary ef Detense does 
not coordinate radio more c.osely 
in expounding or explaining it. 
Stratton’s observations were frank, 
temperate, informed and sympa- 
thetic: they represénted the best 
in air commentary. As always, the 
miker gained in authority because 
he talked about a matter in which 
he had personal background and 
experience. 

Stratton’s explorations of the 
Washington scene (he served in 
it for sometime) are workmanlike 
and discerning, although not too 
profound. They usually constitute a 
summary of the week’s develop- 
ments. Educator created sound 
bridge between Schenectady and 
the nation’s capital via a compari- 
son of Charles P. Taft, Sen. Robert 
Taft’s brother and a Union Col- 
lege guest speaker, with the older 
statesman, and a consideration of 


the situation should both men be 
candidates in Ohio next fall. Strat- 


tion might tighten his scripts, 
which tend to excess wordage. 
Jaco. 





INVITATION TO VACATION 


With Cliff Hansen 


Writer: Carl Person 

5 Mins., 6:16 p.m., Mon.-thru-Fri. 

PUGET SOUND NAVIGATION 
co. 


“KJR, Seattle 


With a few more local radio pro- 
grams like this, residents of West- 
ern Washington might become 
Californish in their knowledge ot, 
and bragging on, the scenic and 
tourist wonders of the Puget 
Sound area—of the unique San 
Juan Islands, of Hood Canal, ot 
Vashon and Bainbridge islands, 
residential tributaries to Seattle, 
and of the many lush and green ex- 
cellencies of the pleasant land that 
surrounds Seattle. 


Program makes capital of the 
fact that on Puget Sound flourishes 
the last home of the far-ranging 
ferry boater. There are perhaps 
more trips per day or more people 
carried on some ferry lines in New 
York City, Baltimore or else- 
where, but there is probably no- 
where else where the trips are so 
long and varied or where so many 
island people are entirely de- 
pendent on ferries for transporta- 
tion. 

Black Ball Line has 290 sailings 
each day on Puget Sound, ranging 
from commuter trips to Bremerton 
‘16 miles): Bainbridge Island (6 
miles) to jaunts to Victoria, B. C. 
(75 miles), 

This five-minute strip tells what 
can be seen, where to see it, and 
how. Cliff Hansen does an excel- 
lent job of telling the listeners 
from a script by Carl Person, and 
musical opener, an excerpt from 
“Let's Get Away From It All,” is a 
nice mood setter for five minutes 
that contains easy, and informative 
listening. Reed. 


MURDER BY EXPERTS | 
With Lawson Zerbe, Bryna Rae- 
burn, Ian Martin, Cameron An- 
drews, Bill Zuckert, Frank Beh- 


rens: John Dickson Carr, nar- 
rator 
Producer: Robert A. Arthur 
Director: David Kogan 
Writers: Arthur, Kogan 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9 p.m, 
Sustaining 
MBS, from New York 
“Murder By Experts” registers 
as a slick moderately-budgeted 
whodunit with good scripting and 
production values. Series presents 


John Dickson Carr, mysterioso 
novelist and author of “The Life 
of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,” as 


host-narrator. Each week Carr has 
a guest expert (in this case Hugh 
Pentacost) select his favorite story 
of another writer, which is adapted 
for airing by Robert Arthur and 
David Kogan. The introduction is 
complex, but the setup will prob- 
ably permit the show to tap the 
talents of the better yarnspinners. 

Thriller on the preem, based on 
a tale by Andrew Evans, main- 
tained suspense. Drama was that 
of a college student who after a 
night of carousing finds a corpse 
in his bedroom and believes he has 
committed a murder. His close 
shaves in trying to dispose of the 
body provided good melodramatic 
moments, while revelation of the 
entire affair as a collegiate prank 
added humor. Denouement with 
the victim of the hoax carted off 
to an asylum, provided an ironic 
double-twist. 

Lawson Zerbe got full impact 
from the hectic problem of a man 
haunted by fear and was backed 
up by a capable cast. Carr brought 
a warm, informal manner to the 
role of host. Original music by 
Richard DuPage was fair and was 
played by the Emerson Buckley 


orch. Stanza is rebroadcast on 
WOR, N. Y., on Saturday after- 
noons, Which seems a waste of 
evening-quality fare. Bril. 


CURLY FOX AND TEXAS RUBY 
With the Crustene -Gang, John 
Paul Goodwin 
15 Mins.; Tues., Thurs., Sat., 11:45 
a.m. 
“CC UTH TEXAS COTTON OiL CO. 
WOAT-TQN, San Antonio 
As a summer replacement show. 
this opus originates in the studios 
of KPRC, Houston, and is fed to 


member stations of the Texas 
Quality Network. Program _re- 
places Red River Dave and his 


Gang which has originated here 
in San Antonio over WOAI. Pro- 
gram is overheavy on mountain 
musie and oldtime tunes and songs. 
Some Texans will of course go for 
it, but straight western or hillbilly 
music which has been aired here- 
tofore by the spansor would be 
more effective. A straight musical 
show would also probably do some | 
good as it comes just before the | 
midday meal. 

Program features Curly Fox, 
said to be national champion old- 
time fiddler, and his wife, Texas 
Ruby, “Queen of the Cowgirls.” 
Fox also is heard as m.c. of the 
airings and has the typical dry 
mountain humor and also serves 
as foil for announcer John Paul 
Goodwin. Best of the tunes sawed 
out by Fox was “The Dog-gone 
Blues.” Texas Ruby was heard in 
a trio of tunes the best of which 
was the ballad “Legend of the 
tobin Red Breast.” 

Crustene Ranch Gang provide 
an assist with their guitars and 
other musical instruments as well 
as their vocal chords to the two 
stars. 

John Paul Goodwin turns in his 
usual able job as announcer for 
the airing but his commercials are 
a little bit too long and too often. 





Andy. 
101 RANCHBOYS 
Producer - director: Woody Eber-| 
hardt | 
30 Mins.; Sat., 2 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from York, Pa. 

Homespun and typically Ameri- 
can are the melodies of the 101 
Ranch Boys whose hillbilly 
rhythms are fed every Saturday 


afternoon to the full ABC net from 
WSBA, York, Pa. With two guitars. 
bass, accordion and a fiddle. the 
outfit adeptly handled some eight 
numbers when caught Saturday 
(18), P 

Practically every tune was ac- 
companied by a vocal, either by a 
threesome of warblers or by in- 
dividual sidemen. While the layout 
was a pleasing one, a better change 
of pace would have been obtained 
had more instrumentals been pro- 
grammed. 

Lone number, sans a vocal. was a 
hoedown on the fiddle. It was 
rather tuneless, but maybe that’s 
what made it unusual. Balance of 


the session was cevoted to such 
standbys as “The Old Rugged 
Cross” and “Cool Waters” among 


others. On the whole the music of 
the 101 Ranch Bovs adds un ac 
sock stuff for those partial to or 
roots melodies. Gilb. 























‘The provision was strongly defend- 


ed by Sen. McFarland as a guaran- 
tee that a violator would not be 
subject to “double jeopardy.” Sen. 
Charles W. Tobey (R.-N.H.), a 
member of the subcommittee, ex- 
pressed suspicion of the amend- 
ment. He wanted to know how it 
got in the bill. McFarland said it 
was a carryover from the old White 
bill, and should be inserted. 
Acting FCC Chairman Rossel 
Hyde opposed the provision on the 
ground it would be interpreted as a 
curtailment of the Commission’s 


power in taking anti-trust viola- 
tions into account in passing on 
the qualifications of a radio ap- 


plicant. He agreed that the Com- 
mission should not be ‘a second 
anti-trust division” but he insisteé 
it should have the right to con- 
sider unlawfulness of an applicant 
in determining his qualifications as 
a licensee. 

Opposition to the provision by 
David Hume of the Dept. of Jus- 
tice, apparently unexpected by the 


Committee, brought indignant 
criticism from McFarland, who 
questioned the reliability of the 


testimony and the propriety of the 
witness’s appearance. Hume, a spe- 
cial assistant to the Attorney Gen- 
eral in the Anti-Trust Division, 
said the bill would weaken govern- 
ment safeguards against monopoly. 

The measure comes at a time, he 
testified, when FCC is determining 


whether motion picture producers | 


and exhibitors are eligible for tele- 


vision. After a 10-year fight to pre- 
vent producer monopoly of thea- 
tres, he said, “it would be para- 


| doxical” if the government should 


now hand. the “the 
means of 


form of exhibition.” 


Hume also opposed a provision 
which would prevent blanket ex- 
clusion of any business from eligi- 
bility for radio licenses. He said 
that the prohibition against dis- 
crimination based upon affiliation 
has the approval of his depart- 
ment, but the real purpose appears 
to be “to prevent the application 
of competitive, anti-trust principles 
to newspapers and to the motion 
| picture industry.” 
| Sen. Tobey also spoke out against 


OOo 


{Followup Comment 
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Fred Waring or any other per- 
former rarely makes a songwriter 
or a music publisher as happy as 
Waring must have made _song- 
writer- publisher Irving Berlin 
Thursday (16), with the way he 


producers 





a a i ee ee 


handled the air debut of the score | 


of “Miss Liberty” on the General 
Electric show. Waring can take 
credit for a fine musical perform- 
ance of the show’s melodies, just 
as Berlin can take a bow for out- 
standing material. The arrange- 
ments and the performance were 
superb, with the possible excep- 
tion of “Paris Wakes Up and 
Smiles,” which was slightly over- 
arranged. 

Waring teed off with Joe Marine 
and a chorus doing “] Love You” 
and smartly paced his girls and 
chorus through -eight of the best 
melodies of the show, capping it 
with “Give Me Your Tired, Your 
Poor” song based on the Statue of 
Liberty poem. To say that any 


one performance was outstanding 


would be difficult, but to say that 
Waring and his organization have 
a habit or a rare ability to make 
an-all musical show such as this 
an outstanding half hour of listen- 
ing, is easy. It was great. 





Contrasting tastes of platter 
pilgts were pointed up sharply 
Sunday (19) via WNEW’s (N. Y.) 


“Disk Jockey Jury,” a forum com- 
posed almost exclusively of the 


station’s own round-the-clock jocks. | 


With such turntablers as Martin 
Block, Art Ford, Jerry Marshall 
and Bert Wayne among others 
naming the “‘best release’ of the 


week, the participants picked ’em 
from Broadway musicals, the, 
newer pops as well as digging | 


down to the indie labels. 
“Jury” represented a novelty 
in itself since it was decidedly 


unique to find WNEW’s entire bat- | 


tery ot jocks all rounded upon one 
show. Their appearance also served 
to spotlight the station’s varied 
recorded programs. In light of that, 


this airer rates as a good institu-, 
tional segment as well as providing | 


okay entertainment for dialers. 
Guests every week from the “out- 
side” add another fillip. Sunday’s 
visitor was bandleader Dick 
Jurgens. 


Hearing on FCC Revam 


Continued from page 27 


monopolizing the new |, 











the provision on the ground it 
/would enable the picture industry 
_to get a monopoly in television, 


‘He felt the Senate would be 
| against it. 

| Sen. Ed. Johnson (D.-Colo,) 
chairman of the full Commerce 


Committee, was caustic in his eritj. 
cism of the amendment. He re. 
ferred to language in the provi. 
sion preventing discrimination 
against “race, religious or politi. 
cal affiliation” as .“cdmouflage” 
concealing other purposes. Who 
does the provision help, who does 
it hurt, he questioned. “How would 
it affect the movies going into tele. 
vision and dominating it?” he 
asked. There was no response, 
Disagreement also developed on 
the provision in McFarland’s bil] 
to provide a panel system in the 
Commission to expedite operations, 
Hyde told the committee the FCC 
is divided on the advisability of 
the panels and that the members 
are six to one against the system 


being mandatory. With commis- 
sioners frequently absent on of- 
ficial business, he said, a panel 


might find itself without a quorum 
and be unable to act. He also ex. 
pressed doubt of the wisdom of en- 
trusting very important decisions 
to a panel. 

Sen. Tobey was skeptical of the 
need for panels. “‘What do we have 
/a full commission for?” he asked. 


Sen. McFarland admitted the 
| provision is controversial but ex- 
| plained he wanted to explore its 
| possibilities. He thought the divi- 
'sion of the Commission into panels 
might work out in handling the 
‘less important matters. 











Crystal Ball 


| mum Continued from page 235 = 


ings, the question of whether ra- 
| dio in the future will have to hew 
| closer to the newspaper-mag con- 
|cept of short-range advertising 
{commitments is expected to get 
| increasing attention from here on 
|in. (ABC president Mark Woods 
has already envisioned a blueprint 
for his web involving sponsorship 
on a monthly basis.). 

However, there are two promi- 
nent schools of thought on the 
subject. On the one hand, it’s 
contended that only by adopting 
its “think big’’ formula and estab- 
lishing itself a big business with- 
out cutting corners radio made it- 
self attractive to such kingpin op- 
erations as General Foods, Procter 
& Gamble, Lever Bros., etc. To 
| strip radio of this “big business” 
distinction, they argue, would be 
| ruinous. 

Others, however, maintain that, 
| just as other enterprises have had 
|to conform to transitions and re- 
‘adjustments, radio will have to 
follow suit, or be left only with 
its dignity. 














Old Familiars 


Continued from page 25 











widely-growing audience, “Ozzie 
& Harriet” also fades out, Interna- 
tional Silver deciding to cancel. 
Factor is believed to be the 
emergence of a new flock of situa- 
_tion comedies which are scaled to 


'a lower budget, including such 
‘items as “My Friend Irma,” “My 
Favorite Husband,” “Our Miss 
Brooks,” ete. 


In the field of top-coin. per- 
sonalities, such perennials as Ed 
Gardner, Al Jolson, Eddie Cantor, 
Jack Carson, Fanny Brice, Frank 
Sinatra, Burns & Allen and Judy 
Canova, are thus far without bank- 
rollers for the ’49-’50 semester. 


— 











| Yankee 


Continued from page 27 





who rents property to a lessee with 


limited liability has an interest In 


the operation of the business. 
“The idea and practice of renting 
physical properties for business 
purposes on the basis of rentals 
geared to gross income is as old 
as the mercantile trade,” it as” 
serted. To hold that Congress .- > 
intended to outlaw this type of 
transaction in the broadcast bus! 
ness is so specious that it must 
explain the Commission's failure 
to cite statutory or judiciary au- 
thorities for its conclusion. 
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1. MALES UNDER 25: 


JO STAFFORD —TOPS all female singers. 


2. MALES UNDER 25: 


JO STAFFORD —TOPS ail singers, both male and 


female, with the exception of BING CROSBY. 


* * * x -*§ * * * * 


1. MALES 25-35: 


JO STAFFORD —TOPS all female singers. 


2. MALES 25-35: 


JO STAFFORD —TOPS all singers, both male and 


female, with the exception of BING CROSBY. 
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1. FEMALES UNDER 25: 


JO STAFFORD —TOPS all female singers. 


2. FEMALES UNDER 25: 


JO STAFFORD —TOPS all singers, both male and 


female, with the exception of BING CROSBY. 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 


| 











Portland, Me. — WPOR cele- 


brated Father’s Day with a “King!.. 


for a Day” contest. Winning dad 
got breakfast and shave in bed, 
valet, chauffeured car, family din- | 
ner, invitation to a baseball game 
and a candlelight family supper. 


Bridgeport — Florence’ Ballou 
Robinson, assistant manager and 
program director of WICC, has re- 
signed, effective June 30. She will 
do freelance radio scripting. 

Madison—WHA, U. of Wisconsin 
station, is offering a $5900 annual 
radio scholarship set up by the 
H. V. Kaltenborn trust for students 
with radio aptitudes. 





St. Louis— Mayor Joseph M 
Darst, George C. Smith, prez of the 
C. of C. and other bigwigs partici- 
pated in the dedicatory exercises of 
KWK, local Mutual outlet at its 
new quarters formerly occupied by 
KWGD in downtown St. Louis. 
Cocktail party and buffet suffer 
preceded the gabbing. 


Pittsburgh — Bette Smiley, song- 
stress of WCAE’s “‘Gift Shop of the 
Air,’ appointed by station to do 
the pinch-hitting for Florence 
Sando, femme commentator, while 
she’s vacationing in Florida and 
New Orleans ... Anson Campbell, 
former editor of the defunct news- 
mag weekly, Bulletin Index. has 
joined town’s only exlusive FM’er, 


WKJF, as special events reporter | 
. Mrs. Nevin Bartley, who acted 
at Pittsburgh Playhouse this sea- 
son in “She Loves Me Not,” signed 
to sub for Evelyn Gardiner on 
KDKA Home Forum _— program 
while Miss Gardiner is visiting her 
home town of San Diego, Cal., for 
several weeks. 


Charlotte — Joan Carson Brown, 


assistant to Bob Covington, WBT 
promotion manager, has _ been 
named director of publicity and 
program promotion tor WBT, 


WBT-FM and WBTV. 

Detroit—Directors of WJR. The 
Goodwill Station. Inc., have voted 
a dividend of 10 cents a share to 
be paid June 30 to shareholders of 
record at the close of business 
Monday (20), it was announced by 
Chairman of the Board George A 
Richards. 





Chicago — WOAK (FM) returns 
to the air June 24 after 10 days of 
engineering changes, with a power 
increase and freqeuncy§ change. 
Station has been authorized by 
FCC to transmit at 10,000 watts on 
290 channel. 

Detroit—A new weekly dramatic 
series titled “Community Radio 
Theatre” is being heard over WWJ 
through cooperation of Wayne 
University’s radio department. Six- 
weeks series features the talents of 


Wayne radio students. Each week’s 
production is under the supervision 
of a different local professional di- 
rector. Scripts for the series have 
been chosen from the works of ra- 


_dio’s top dramatic writers. 


Chico, Cal—Ted Hall has been) 


named manager of KXOC, the new 


CBS station for California’s North- | 


ern Valley Region, currently under 
construction at Chico. Hall as- 
sumed his new position June 15 
and comes directly from KXOA in 
Sacramento, where he has been a 
sales executive. 





Denver—The Public Service Co. 
of Colorado, long a consistent radio 
advertiser in the Rocky Mountain 


area, has signed a new 52-week 
contract with KLZ for the Ziv 
series, “Favorite Story.’ New 


series marks the seventh consecu- 
tive yvear that Publie Service has 
been a KLZ advertiser. 


San Antonio—Jerry Lee, WOAI 
program and production manager, 
at one time was a singing star with 
his own programs over WMCA and 
WNEW, New York, and also in 
Hollywood. When a swollen jaw 
caused singer Cliff Warren to miss 
a broadcast of the “Cliff Warren 
Show” last week, Jerry stepped 
into the breach, demonstrating that 
he still is in very fine voice. He 
was billed as “George Gilbert” for 
the one timer. 


Columbus—Paul Parks, former- | Walcott-Charles tilt . . 


ly of WBBW, Youngstown. and 
WFOB, Fostoria, has joined the 
announcing staff of WVKO, FM 


station here. 











what 


America really think 
of your product? Your package? Your price? 


Are you wondering 


Mr. & Mrs. 


If you have a sales problem, talk it over 
first with The Nation’s Most Merchandise- 
Able Station. And when you've learned what 
will work in WLW-land, you'll have a good 


idea what will work throughout America. 


The easiest way to find out is through a 


test in WLW-land .. 
America. 


Here is a true cross-section of our country 


—a mirror of America. And 


oughly equipped to help you study this mar- 


ket of nearly fourteen million 


the manpower to do the job, the “know-how” 


peculiar to this vast territory 


parts of seven states. It can ease the way in 
gaining distribution — winning dealer co- 


operation—getting consumer 


Yes, The Nation's Station has found that 
advertising alone rarely supplies all the an- 
swers to sales problems. That's why WLW's 
service to advertisers often goes far beyond 
merely providing time-on-the- 
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WLW is thor- 
people. It has 


that embraces 
Test Stores 


reactions. 


Buy Way 





alr. 


People's Advisory Council 
to determine program preference and for 
general consumer market studies. 


Consumer's Foundation 
to determine consumer reaction on prod- 
ucts and packaging. 


Merchandising Departments 
to stimulate dealer cooperation, check dis- 
tribution, report attitudes, ete. 


to check potential buying responses, effec- 


tiveness of new packaging, displays, etc. 


monthly merchandising newspaper for re- 


tailers and wholesalers. 


WLW’s SERVICE FACILITIES... 











NATION'S MOST MERCHANDISE-ABLE STATION 
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Tele Chatter 





| 
| New York 


Dick Liebert, cleffer and organ- 
ist, has been signed by DuMont to 
compose one song a week for six 
weeks on “Front Row Center.” 
George Blake will write the lyrics 
... Ross Reports on TV Program- 
‘ming has inaugurated a new 
weekly feature, a “Talent Show- 
| sheet,” giving names of guests on 
all tele stanzas. A locater service 
is also planned . . . Anthony Ran- 
dall didn’t play the role of Rod- 
ney in “It Pays to 
NBC-TV’s “Repertory Theatre” 
(as erratumed) although originally 
announced for the part . . John 
H. Battison, assistant chief alloca- 
tions engineer for ABC, has re- 
signed to join Tele-Tech mag... 
Comedian Dick Buckley is pitch- 
ing a situation comedy stanza, “His 
Lordship, Dick Buckley,” at WOR- 
TV... World Video is dickering 
with Lee Tracy to play the lead in 
its “Front Page” package. 

Carl Harris, CBS-TV cameraman, 
is also freelance cartoonist, his 
gags appearing in major mags un- 
der the pseudonym “Sirrah” —_ 
Guy Lebow subs for Don Dunphy 
as sportscaster on the Yank-Brown 
double-header over WABD today 
(Wed.). Dunphy is in Chi for the 
. Ezra Stone 
will get three-way billing as pro- 
ducer-writer-director on the Olsen 
& Johnson telecasts Paul 
Winchell renewed for another 
year by Bigelow rugs on NBC-TV. 
Team will play through July 7, 
then hiatus until October ... WOR- 
TV’s 760-foot tower on the Palis- 
ades has been completed. Flog 
raising ceremony is set for tomor- 
row (Thurs.) with civic leaders and 
station toppers taking part... Be- 
cause John Carradine suffered an 
attack of food poisoning, Neil Ham- 


ilton subbed for the thesper on 
WJZ - TV’s “Hollywood Screen 
Test.”” Hamilton also emceed the 
show. 


Joy Hodges (Mrs. Paul Dudley) 
doing TV guest shots while east- 
ing...Millicent McKean playing 
opposite Leo G. Carroll in “Jenny 
Kissed Me” on NBC Sunday (26) 

J. L. Van Volkenburg, CBS-TV 
program director, goes on vacation 
|in Michigan tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Brewster Morgan, TV manager of 
Compton agency, planed to the 
Coast Friday (17) to view rushes of 





Procter & Gamble will use on its 
“Fireside Theatre” over NBC-TV 
next fall....Milton Douglas, for- 
merly DuMont producer-director, 
named TV department manager of 
Stanton B. Fisher agency. 


George Petrie, star of WCBS’ 
“Call the Police,” is making a tour 


lice chiefs to gather material for a 
forthcoming televersion of air 
show. 


Hollywood 


Polaris Pictures has been inked 
to make three one-minute televi- 
sion spots for Richfield Oil 
KTLA will telense the ice show 
from Pasadena Teleplays 
wound shooting of 13 vidpix made 
for General Television Enterprises, 
'in 11 days. Procter & Gamble has 
first run rights to the series... 
Maury Webster’s “Through the 
Lens” bows on KTTV Friday (24). 
|**Lens” will be a 15-minute show 
with lessons to the layman or how 
to use a camera ... Kenneth Hig- 
gins has been made an executive 
producer at KFI-TV ... NBC- 
Vallee Video deal for Dick Tracy 
telepix will be on a straight part- 
nership basis, if consummated. 
Net will pay negative costs for the 
series of 15-minute reels. Web 
will further skim its outlay off the 
top of any profit and split balance 
with Vallee’s firm ... Jim Haw- 





thorne has been set to do a 15- 
minute, once weekly television 
show over KTTV. It will be a 


one-man program titled ‘'1,001 Ad- 
ventures by Hawthorne.” ; 
KTLA has signed for exclusive 
rights to the telensing of the Rol- 
ler Derby which starts at Pan 
Pacific aud.in early July. 





Chicago 





inside track for part of Rush in 
| Vie ’n’ Sade series starting via 
| NBC July 11... Comic Sid Caesar 
) set for guest shot on Judy Splint- 
|ers show... Producer Tom O’Brien 
has signed singer Bob Lee and ice 
skate champ Ed VanDerBosch, Jr., 
for new show .. . Norman Felton 
;)now exec producer at WNBQ, a 
newly-created position . Harry 
Smart appointed to staff of Blai'y- 
TV, station reps ... WGN-TV 
screening singer Nancy Wright for 
new series starting tonight (21) 


» + - ABC-TV Barn Dance hosting 





Advertise” on} 


the first in the vidpic series which | 


of Eastern cities to meet local po- | 


Twelve-year-old Dick Conan has | 


harmonica player Salty Holmes 
... Ex-film Tarzan Buster Crabbe 
lined for guest shot on Action 
Autographs, ABC-TV airer . 
|WNBQ's “It's a Great Idea” show 
| to headline disker Dave Garroway 
‘and columnist Herb Graffis . ¢ 
|'WGN-TV_ screened four - State 
| Shuffleboard playoffs, with Lee 
| Bennett announcing .. . Hamilton 
Sisters, accordionists, guested on 
Skip Farrell show Mon. (20) . . 
Dick Davis, TV director of Fooie 
Cone & Belding agency, to wed 
NBC-TV scripter Ann Libberton 
June 30. 
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asked for overtime pay for doing 


“News Writers’ Quiz” a_ taped 
show which he had prepared on 
Friday morning, over a 14-week 
period, tor Saturday evening 


broadeast. The management 
claimed it was not an overtime as- 


signment. 
Asch stated that “he had been 
told radio was not his field, and 


he was given two weeks’ dismissal 
pay, during which time we told 
him to look for another job. 
Gonella also was given his salary 
tor two weeks, with the oppor- 
tunity during that time to get a 
different job.” Gonella_ probabiy 
will do a golf-instruction television 
show via WRGB, Schenectady; he 
presented one there before. 

The resignees—Alan Carter and 
Marty Ross, disk jockeys, Bill Van 
Steenburgh, announcer-emcee, Bill 
Bennett, announcer, Bill Pope, co- 
sports director, Joe Carretta, chief 
studio engineer, and Bill Hallen- 
beck, engineer — insisted _ that 
Gonella and Palumbo be _ taken 
back. They also asked a change in 
| station policy, suggesting the ap- 
pointment of a new program direc- 
tor. 








TY Set Prices 


Continued from page 29 ———— 











went to the retailer. The manu- 
facturers regarded this as a 
“bonus” to the retailer. 
According to a survey by Syl- 
vania Electric Products, five manu- 
|facturers accounted for 70% of 
i sales, 10 more sliced up about 28% 
between them while others shared 
the remaining 2%. On this basis 
it was predicted that many firms 
| would go under before long. 
Survey revealed that 58% of 
‘sets now in use are owned by 
|families earning less than $5,000. 
The market impact in this cate- 
| gory is growing at a faster rate 
‘than those in higher income 
| brackets. Consequently, it’s seen 
that future sets will have to be 
aimed at that market. This facet 








-|is substantiated by the fact that 


there’s been a decrease in the 
more expensive sets. Since Janu- 
ary receivers selling for more than 


$515 represented only 12° of 
| those on the market. , 
The major factor contributing 


to the decline in sales is the un- 
stable economic conditions of to- 
day. There’s still a vast market 
of those that would like to own 
sets but cannot afford it at this 
time. Whether lower-priced models 
‘in the future will open that mar- 
ket still remains to be seen. 


Ist TV Gal Exec 


| ( P 
Coasts 
Hollywood, June 21. 


Betty Turbiville has been given 
television director's berth at 
KLAC-TV thus becoming the first 
femme director on the West Coast. 
Miss Turbiville was formerly in 
charge of makeup and wardrobe at 
the station. 





Her first assignment will be 
Jone Slott’s “Mystery Theatre 
‘which bows on station Sunday 


| (26). She will handle majority of 
dramatic presentations over outlet. 





‘Sing It’ in TV Tryout 
CBS’ “Sing It Again” giveaway 
will have a one-shot trial as 4 
simuleast on July 9. 
If the hour-long sustainer works 
out, CBS-TV will carry it as a regu- 
lar feature. 





Boston—Howard Malcon, WCOP 
jock, who handles the “Morning 
Watch” show from 6 to 8:30 a.m, 
daily, has taken over Ranny Weeks 
Record Rack show, a midday disk 
jock stint. 
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State Dept. Gets 
Voice DX Plants 


Cincy Shifts 


Cincinnati, June 21. 
George Palmer, WSAI announcer 
since 1941, except for three years 
of war service, resigned that post 
last week to start July 1 as studio 


| director of WKRC-T. 


Washington, June 21. 

of the largest shortwave | 

olents used for Voice of America 
proadcasts were transferred today 
to the State Department under a 
pill passed by the Senate. The 

Jants are operated by CBS in 
Delano, Cal., NBC in Dixon, Cal., 
and Crosley, near Cincinnati. The 
companies will continue to operate 
the facilities under an arrange- 
ment by which the Government 
pays each approximately $100,000 
. rae plants’ real estate and the 
equipment have been under the 
title of the Reconstruction Finance | 
Corp. and were built during the| 
war for the OWI with Government 
funds. The networks’ operations in 
California each contain two 50kw 
and one 200kw transmitter. The 
Crosley plant has eight high-power 
transmitters, some of which can be 
combined to send out a signal with 
150kw power. The plants cost the 
Government about $500,000 each, 
without the equipment, which rep- 
resents an expenditure of several 
million dollars. 

Under the transfer to State, the 
companies retain options to pur- 
chase in the event the Government 
abandons’ shortwave operations. 
When the plants were built, CBS 
and NBC made monetary contribu- 
tions of $100,000 each toward the 
plants. 





New Tele Biz 


I. 











has added four 
accounts: Bowman Gum 
52-week contract for 
minute spots on “Hopalong Cas- 
sidv,’ via Franklin Bruck; Bor- 
den’s inked a 52-week pact for sta- 
tion breaks, via Young & Rubi- 
cam; Procter & Gamble picked up 
the tab for a 47-week contract 
to cover station breaks, via Ben- 
ton & Bowles; and Ronson bought 
a 26-week station break sked, via 
Grey agency. 

WGN-TV, Chi, reported ‘“Cook- 
ing With Barbara Barkley” show 
starting June 23, has signed six 
sponsors for participations: Libby, 
Durkee Foods, Fruit Dispatch Co., 
Morton Cabinets and  Artbeck 
Utensels. 

WENR-TV, Chi, has signed an- 
nouncements for Canadian Ace 
Brewing through Louis Weitzman 
agency; Dean Milk through Morris 
Swaney agency; Marshall Field 
through Foote, Cone & Belding 
agency; Chi Motor Club through 
Agency Service Corp. 


‘City Desk’ Folds 


Hollywood, June 21. 

“City Desk,” weekly newspaper 
semi-dramatic show starring Don 
McGuire, bowed off KLAC-TV last 
week after a _ faltering career. 
Originally inked as an eight-week 
Sustainer by the Derothy Schiff- 
and/or-Warners tele outlet, layout 
missed its eighth and last telecast 
when several cast members 
couldn't make it because of illness. 

McGuire, currently working at 
20th-Fox on a one-picture deal, 
leaves for New York after he fin- 
ishes his stint there and will try to 
sell the package in the east. 


WNBT, 
new spot 
signed a 








| 26. The video 


Herb Flaig terminated 13 vears 
as a salesman for Crosley stations. 
lately with WLW, to join the video 


| Sales staff of WCPO next week. 


WCPO, a Scripps-Howard hold- 
ing expects to go on the air with 
Cincy’s third television station Juiv 
debut, scheduled 
originally for June 4, has been de- 
layed by construction schedules. 








Cleveland—.Joseph A. Beres. for- 


'World’s ‘Mrs, America’ 
Set for 10-Wk. N. Y. Run 


World Video is taking over 30 
minutes weekly of “Market Melo- 
dies” on WJZ-TX, N. Y., for a 10- 
week series devoted to the annua: 
“Mrs. America’ contest. Stanza, 
which will be aired on Saturday 
mornings starting July 2, will pre- 
sen’ candidates for the title in com- 
petitions on housewifely chores 
such as darning socks and diaper- 
ing babies. Winners will be de- 
cided by viewers’ votes. 

Allan Kent will direct for World 


TV Producers in Battle vs. AFM 
On 28-Day Ceiling for Kinefilm 


Hollywood, June 21. 

Television Producers Assn. will 
do battle with the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians over AFM’'s 
ruling which calls for the scrap- 
ping of all kinefilm after 28 days. 

Producers of live programs re- 
late they have an economic inter- 
est in the residual rights of any 
kinescope transcription. This con- 
tention, by the Board of directors 
of the Association, will form the 
basis for negotiations to be started 


members get added coin from de- 
layed broadeasts of transcriptions. 
Producers Assn. will use this as a 
club in getting their demands and 


_in making a pitch to have James 


C. Petrillo rescind his current 28- 
days ruling on kinescope contain- 
ing music. 

Max Gilford, general counsel for 
producers, has been instructed by 
the board to contact AFM, Four 
A’s, networks and other unions and 
guilds concerned, to state the As- 


mer WHK salesman, has resigned Video. New York finalists will with unions and guilds concerned sociations’ contention about resi- 

as manager of WSRS to rejoin compete for the national title in with television. American Federa- dual rights and to prepare the way 
7 y . 7 » . ° - > a 

WHK. Asbury Park, N. J., in September. tion of Radio Artists and AFM for negotiations. 
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M. CLAY ADAMS’ POST 

M. Clay Adams has been namea 
manager of RKO Pathe’s commer- 
cial film and = television depts. 
Adams takes on his post imme- 
diately. 

He replaces Phillips Brooks 
Nichols who stepped out last week. 





Det.’s ‘4-Star Final’ Sponsor 
Detroit, June 21. 

Twenty-six Metropolitan Detroit 
Hudson dealers have begun spon- 
sorship of a new television show 
Hudson 4-Star Final” over WJBK- 
TV. Contract is for 26 weeks. 
Nightly show consists of five 
Minutes of Detroit and Michigan 
news with pictures followed by 10 
Minutes of newsreels. Larry Rup- 
Pel is commentator. 





San Antonio—Eugene F. Jenkins 
and Robert O. Spears are heading 
the vanguard of WOAI-TV’s tech- 
nical crew who have joined the 
OAI engineering department un- 
der Charles L. Jeffers, technical 
director. They both will assist in 
the installation and operation of 





WOAI-TV which is expected to be | 
Completed by late fall. 
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NBC SPOT TV SHOWCASE 


eS 


PREVUE WITH PHIL GORDON 
KNBH, Ho lywood 


7215-730 PM Monday th rough Friday 


Available on partic: pation basis 
Gordon former feature with Cab Ca 
Vocalist with Glen Gray 

Piano man with Ben Pollack 

Plays and sings requests 
Hundreds of requests per week 
Two satisfied sponsors 

Room for more 

126,000 sets in L. A. 


$100 per announcement 


WESTERN BALLADIER with Jesse Rogers 


WPTZ, Philadelphia 
5:00-5 30 PM Monday aud Friday 


5:15-5:30 PM Tuesday through Thursday 


Available as package 


Cowboys and cowgirls (junior size) 
(ames 

Songs of the plains 

Rogers spins wild, wooly yarns 
Yodels 

Sonora recording star 

National Barn Dance star 

Philly coyotes’ hero 

Huge 15.9 Pulse rating 


59.0 share of TV and radio audience 


$125 per quarter hour program 
inc. rehearsal 









llaway 









< 


KIDS AC with John “Bud” Palmer 

WNBT, New York 
6:00-6:30 PM Monday 
Available as package 


3ud Palmer captain N Y Knickerbockers 
Coach-referee of Kids AC 

Diaper Class Boxing (4 to 5 yr. olds) 
Piggy Back Wrestling 

Winning team awarded trophy 
Teams represent N.Y. boys’ clubs 
Follows Howdy Doody 


$755 per program 





NBC WASHINGTON NEWSREEL 
with David Brinkley, narrator 

WNBW, Washington 
6:55-7:00 PM Monday through Friday 
Repeat at sign-off Monday through Friday | 
Available as package 





| 

Big 10.1 rating | 

Highest local TV news rating | 

Only local newsreel show 

Filmed by George Johnston top | 
newsreel cameraman 

Brinkley expert Capital newsman 

Washington most news-conscious 
city in U.S. 

48,000 TV sets in area 

$131.71 per program 

$82.50 per repeat at sign-off 

Can't miss 








THE BOB REED SHOW 
WNBK, Cleveland 
6:30-6:53 PM Monday, Wednesday, Friday 


Available On participation basis 





Reed ex-producer-director Major Bowes 
Amateur Hour 

Sings novelty and straight 

Dialect 

Piano stylist a la Templeton 

Gimmick: telecasting photos of viewers 

Mail puller 

Salesman 


$50 per participation 


Complete presentations includ- 
ing all the facts and figures on 
these top television attractions 
ore as near as your telephone 
when you call: 


Circle 7-8300 in New York 

Superior 7-8300 in Chicago 

Cherry 0942 in Cleveland 
Hollywood 9-6161 in Hollywood - 
Greystone 4-8700inSanFrancisea 
Your NBC Spot Salesman has dozens of 
television shows from which to select... 
just the right one for your client. 


NBC SPOT SALES 


representing television stations: 


WNBT . « © © « « Wew Verk 
WNBQ . « « « «e « « Chicage 
KNBH . « « « « « Hollywood 
WPTZ . 2 « « « « Philadelphia 
WBZ-TV . «© © © © « « « Boston 
WNBK 2. 5 6 « « «© Cleveland 


WNBW . . . . . 
WRGB . . « « « 3& Schenectady 


« Washington 
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Reviews 











| 


| frame plugs beer without destroy-| 
ing the scene on the field. 


Despite some early’ gripes 
WLW-C reports a major portion of 
recent set sales due to televising of 
the Red Birds. Myer. 


the variety show televised from the giveaway entertaining—but that’s CQNNECTICUT TV SALUTE 


theatre stage. WBKB combed the 
top acts appearing in the Chicago 
theatre, local clubs and hotel spots; 
flew others in from out of town; 


and gave a convincing demonstra- 


tion of what can be done here to 
match the big New York tele 
revues. 

Peter Donald was a successful 
emcee, getting off yocks with each 
intro without hogging the acts. 
Three Shyrettos, bicycle balancing 
act, showed nifty timing in cycling 
to music. Mimic Jackie Green 
amused with takeoffs of Ink Spots, 


Eddie Cantor, Al Jolson, and 
wowed ’em with one of Jimmy 
Durante. 


Warbler Joan Edwards touched 
oignancy with old numbers by 
uncle, the late Gus Edwards. 
Next act, a skit by Donald, was 
audio only as the station blew a 
power fuse. Screen was blacked 
out for nine minutes, cutting off 
the first few minutes of the Black- 
burn Twins, male tap dancers. 

Singer Janet Blair joined the 
Blackburns as the remote lens 
cleared up. Trio collaborated in 
several comedy numbers, topped 
off with an adult-only version of 
“It’s Cold Outside,” staged on a 
sofa. ; 

Henny Youngman was rousing 
with a rapid fire collection of 
witticisms, although he skirted the 
blue line several times. Morton 
Downey sang several Irish num- 
bers to close off the entertainment, 
and drew thumping reaction. 

John Balaban, WBKB topper, ex- 
changed congratulations wit 
Mayor Martin Kennelly until sta- 
tion signoff in a fitting windup. 

Production - wise, show move 
along in high gear, both from 
studios and stage. No lags in the 
variety program were evident, 
mainly due to Donald's efficient 
handling of the emcee spot. 

Bill was an interesting showcase 
of the type package the station is 
offering to sponsors at a $6,500 
talent nut. Plans call for telecast- 
ing of the weekly Chicago thea- 
tre stage show, which won’t be 
nearly as elaborate as this $9,000 
talent tab. 

Anni party was a fat triumph for 
WBKB. Mart. 


FUN FOR THE MONEY 
With Johnny Olsen, others 
Producer: James Saphier 
Director: Ed Skotch 
Writers: Bob Cunningham, Frank 
Wait, Frank Barton, Jack Payne 
30 Mins., Fri., 9:30 p. m. 
Internation Cellucotton Products 
ABC, from Chicago 
(Foote, Cone & Belding) 
“Fun for the Money” has the 
virtue of utilizing tele’s. sight 


values in an attempt to make this 
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“On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 8:30 D.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


about all. It’s esseatially an un- | 
imaginative show with the various | 
stunts on a par of those used at) 
a children’s party. 

The format has a men’s team of | 
three and a femme trio lined up) 
against each other in an attempt | 
to garner points. Members of the | 
winning team get $25 each and the | 
losers $5. Individual players scor- 
ing most get $100, $50 and $25 in 
that order and the top winner has 
a chance to answer a jackpot ques- 
tion which on the initial show was 
worth $300. A baseball game at-| 
mosphere is attempted with each 
round of questions constituting an 
inning and the team is garbed in 
baseball uniforms. 

Indicative of the lack of imagi- 
nation is the tricycle race consti- 
tuting one inning; « pie-eating con- 
test, some none-too-difficult ques- 
tions, and a few other stunts on 
that order. 

Emcee is Johnny Olsen, who is 
an ebullient citizen, but still unable 
to generate sufficient excitement | 
at top speed. Probably the very 
format of the show _ militates 
against his reaching maximum ef- 
fectiveness. 


Kleenex commercials are filmed 
and aren’t highly imaginative 
either. 


“Fun for the Money” follows 
“Break the Bank,” on the same sta- 
tion. Jose. 


JUDY SPLINTERS 

_With Shirley Dinsdale, Judy Splin- 
ters 

Producer-Director: Norman Felton 

15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 6 p. m. | 


Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from Chi (10 stations) 
Shirley Dinsdale, 21-year-old 

Coast ventriloquist, started her 


NBC-TV net show from Chi this 
week, taking over half the time 
spot formerly occupied by Kukla 
Fran & Ollie, in a program aimed 
at the same mixture of kids and 
adults that KF&O held. 

While Paul Winchell need have 
no fears as yet, Miss Dinsdale and 
her alter ego, Judy Splinters, do 
a capable, amusing job of joshing 
each other. studio guests and the 
video audience. Button - eyed, 
brashly-coquettish Judy Splinters 
| sings. dances and goes on the make 
for all male visitors. 

Format varies daily from apart- 
ment hunting and. entertaining 
guests to hospital trips and lun- 
cheon visits. Recurring theme is 
Judy Splinters’ attempts to get 
Miss Dinsdale married off. 

Several gimmicks are used to 
|! lend authenticity—Miss Dinsdale 
| working the dummy from behind 
a sofa; predominant use of cam- 
era closeups to emphasize dummy 
‘alone; conversation carried on 
mainly by Judy Splinters. 

Show stands a good chance of 
capturing the Kukla audience, de- 
pending on whether situations can 
be kept timely and workaday. 

Mart. 


RED BIRD BASEBALL GAMES 
With Joe Hill 

Producer: Leo Deker 

Burger Brewing Co. 

WLW-C, Columbus 

Within a week after setting up 
its offices in March WLW-C bought 
rights to all Red Bird home games 
and sold the entire string to the 
Burger Brewing Co. Station, which 
had only been on the air a couple 
of weeks, had to move fast to get 
set up for the first game of the sea- 
son, and the first few games suf- 
fered as a result. Cameramen were 
inexperienced, hadn't even photo- 
graphed a ball game before. How- 
ever, by the time 26 games had 
been played in the first two home 
stands of the Bird the program 
picked up considerably video-wise 

Station is only using two cam- 
eras and there have been some 
beefs about the ping-pong effect of 
switching the scene from pitcher 
to batter with such monotonous 
regularity. Producer tries to mix 
them up a bit but it’s hard to do 
with only two image-orthicons. 
Since most of the games are at 
night WLW-C has a special prob- 
lem with lighting, which has been 
| successfully taken care of. Zoomar 
does wonders in day games. 

Joe Hill, an experienced mike 
man, has been the most proficient 
member of the team and doesn’t 
overtalk the game. With last week’s 
series of rainy nights Hill had a 
kind of trial by fire. With the rain. 
officials at the stadium would turn 
out most of the lights and Hill 
would be left to describe the scene 
and activities on the field. Luckily, 
fireworks filled the bill one night 

No chance is missed for commer- 
cials. Between full innings a film 
skit is shown exhibting Mr. B. B. 
‘Burger Beer) who turns up at a 
man's elbow with a foaming beaker 
of sudsy whenever things go wrong 











At the half-inning a transparent 


| Grounds, 


Producers: Jimmie Milne, Jerry 
Jordan 

Director: Lee Hall 

45 Mins., Mon., 8:15 p.m, 

Participating 

WNHC-TV, New Haven 


“Salute” is a variety program | 


whipped up via the audition route. 
Entry blanks are sent in to studio, 


which sifts the potential talent for | 


tryouts. Those who make the grade 
constitute the weekly changes that 
fill out the three-quarter hour pe- 
riod as a comeon for a statewide 
group of sponsors representing 
everything from meat processors 
to dineries. Sponsor list, handled 


| by Fred D’Angelo for the studio, 


is on a rotating basis, with each 
program restricted to a maximum 
of 18 pursestringers. 

Jimmie 
ducer and emcee, and Jerry Jor- 


_dan co-produces from the musical 
| angle. 


Show caught offered fair 
entertainment instrumentally and 
vocally but showed nothing of a 
comedy nature. 
proved along that line. 

Jerry Jordan Trio (organ, gui- 
tar, piano), opened with the theme 
and later spaced special selections 
throughout. Talent included Jac- 


/queline LaRosa, vocalist; Jackson 
| Reid, trumpet; Jeanette Castle, ac- 


cordion; Mary Jordan, vocalist; 3 
Clouds and a Mist, teenage har- 
monizers. 

Individual announcements are 
held down in length, but coming in 
groups of two and three, they 


| stack up to a sizeable portion of 


viewing time. 
Bone. 


CINCINNATI HORSE SHOW 
With Red Thornburgh, mavrrator; 

George Swinelrog 
90 Mins., Sat., 9:30 p.m. 
STANDARD OIL OF OHIO 
WLW-T, Cincinnati 

(McCann-Erickson) 

Originating at Carthage Fair 
this special event en- 
joyed a buildup of televiewers be- 
cause of a two-day rain postpone- 
ment of the start of an annual 
four-day horse show for a local 
cancer research fund. 

Common-sense handling by Red 
Thornburgh paved the way for one 
of the most interesting out-of-the- 
ordinary TV programs locally. All 
the vet sports and what-have-you 
miker did was to bait George 
Swinelrog for information on what 
was going on in front of the cam- 
era. 

Swinelrog is the Mr. Hoyle on 
horsemanship in these parts. His 
dialect tips off that he hails from 
Kentucky's famed horse section, 
around Lexington. One of his an- 
swers to Thornburgh was “I’ve 


been foolin’ around horses all my 


life.” 

At the outset of the program, 
Swinelrog was prompted to disclose 
| that he will be in Hollywood short- 
| ly for one day of shooting of a pic- 
| ture in which, as an auctioneer, he 
| will sell a horse to Bing Crosby. 

Thornburgh’s mike was set next 
| to that used by Swinelrog, official 
| announcer for the show, in the 
| judges’ stand. The arrangement let 
TVers in on the entire proceedings. 
[In conversation with Thornburgh, 
the horse expert explained clearly 
and quickly about the training of 
horses, patience and skill of their 
owners, and about gaits, jumps and 
other routines. ‘ 

Sanctioned by the American 
Horse Show Assn., the card was ex- 
ceptionally good and, to make up 
for time washed out by weather, 
the events moved quickly, a pat- 
tern that will serve advantageously 
on all horse shows. Koll. 











Milne doubles as pro-| 


It could be im- | 


Multi-Lingual 


Continued from page 27 


ment quoted. If rate-cutting were 
eliminated, he declared, more 
sponsors would be inclined to use 


FL, 
Too Many Spots 
Mogul also scored the practice 
of some foreign programs which 
'eram six to eight spots into a 15- 
minute stanza. He told the FL 
broadcasters that they must: (1) 


provide vital, checkable info on all 
foreign groups, including their 
purchasing habits; (2) do a promo- 
tional job on themselves, includ- 
ing case histories of successful 
campaigns; and (3) clean up the 
practices of marginal operators 
which deter national bankrollers 
from using FL. 

“You have a good story to tell,” 
he said, ‘“‘and you can get excellent 
results from your loyal audiences. 
You will be one of the last AM op- 
erations to be affected by TV, but 
you must become as sound and re- 
liable as the Enriglish language 
broadcasters.” 

Picking up Mogul’s point, Dr. 
Sidney Roslow of The Pulse said 
that the FL stations can get the in- 
formation the agencies want. He 
added that smaller stations can do 
|this on their own, but that survey 
services can provide statistics 
| which will stand up as effective 
sales promotion. 

Mucio Delgado, of the U. S. 
| State Department, offered govern- 
ment help to the FL-ers, pointing 
| out that Mexico is willing to sup- 
| ply half-hour musical shows for 
Spanish-speaking listeners. Shelley 
Dobbins, of the French Broadcast- 
| ing System, gave details of several 
| cuffo programs in French and Eng- 
lish which his agency can provide. 
The 
| ministration, in a letter from Ed 
| Gruskin in Paris, stated that it is 
prepared to do special programs 
for the FL outlets, including inter- 
views with overseas relatives of 
U. S. listeners. 

Ted Cott, WNEW program v.p. 
and chairman of the NAB’s un- 
affiliated stations committee, said 
that the FL stations can “cash in 
on the atrophy of the networks, 
who have one foot in TV and the 
other in AM.” Jess Willard, NAB 
executive v.p. said that TV would 
not doom standard broadcasting 
and that despite the growth of tele 
the FL-ers could continue to hold 
on to their specialized audiences. 








Economic Cooperation Ad- | 


‘Int'l Silver May Buy ap 
ABC-TV ‘Actors Studio’ 


International Silver, which 
exited AM after deciding to drop 
|its “Ozzie and Harriet” stanza on 
CBS, is reportedly mulling ABC. 
TV’s “Actors Studio.” The World 
Video package took a Summer 
hiatus last month and will return 
to the web at the end of Septem. 
ber, probably skedded in its preyj. 
| ous slot, 9:30 p.m., in ABC-TY’'s big 
| Thursday lineup. 
| -Conrad Nagel, 

International’s “Silver Theatre” 
;}summer replacement show, may 
| replace Mare Connelly as “Actors” 
host if the cutlery company Picks 
up the tab. Nut on the show ig 
estimated at $5,250. Program has 
been sustaining since its preem. 


WFDR 


Continued from page 27 





who emceed 














adjuncts of AM. WFDR is aiming 
high; it has the FCC’s best wishes 
for success.” 
| Ed Murrow said “You of WFDR 
have a responsibility that you can- 
not shed as certain dailies and net. 
works have done. I hope that yoy 
will cast a critical eye on what ap. 
pears in print, and, as a broad 
caster who has not always been 
right, I hope also you will criti. 
cize what appears on the air.” 
| The program, which was emceed 
by Edward Arnold, included talks 
by RCA board chairman David 
Sarnoff, Henry Morgenthau, Jr,, 
Gen. Walter Bedell Smith, Mayor 
William O'Dwyer, William Green, 
David Dubinsky, Eddie Cantor, 
Milton Berle, Gene Kelly, Ronald 
Reagan and recorded messages 
from three foreign political lead 
ers. 

Entertainment included Tom 
Glazer, Rosa Canario, Lawrence 
Winters, the Golden Gate Quartet, 
| Jan Peerce, Albert Spalding, Lawe 
rence Tibbett, the Schola Can- 
|torum and the New York City 
Opera Orchestra, conducted by 
| Laszlo Halasz. 

Concept for WFDR call-letter op- 
eration was inspiration of Morris 
S. Novik. 





Buffalo — “Breakfast at Old 
Spain,” WBEN’s_cross-the-board 
morning show aired from down- 
town restaurant, has picked up 
Kart’s Dairy and Sun _ Harbor 
Tuna in addition to Laube’s Old 
|Spain Restaurant as consecutive 








| . . 
Radio Nix on Fight 
| Continued from page 27 


of WWJ, reported IBC probably 
lost a ringful of money as a result 
‘of the ban. 

Tyson explained in a broadcast 
_ that by banning radio and televi- 
| sion, the [IBC had made the cham- 
pionship bout a local event. In- 
stead of a nation of sports fans 
hearing and seeing the fight only 
a few thousand saw it. Thus, Ty- 
son said, the IBC lost a chance to 
swell its gate receipts when the 
battlers are rematched in Septem- 
ber. The fight that occurred would 
have built up tremendous interest 
in the rematch if fans could have 
heard it over the radio or seen it 
on video, Tyson said. 

The promoters also lost money 
they could have picked up from 
sponsors. 

IBC spokesmen had nothing to 
say regarding the ill will engen- 
dered by barring TV and radio. 
They also did not indicate whether 
the LaMotta-Cerdan rematch 
would be broadcast or televised. 

















1 Big TV Union | 
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with board meeting in three sec- 
tion (New York, Hollywood and 
Chicago). In that case, the Coast 
end would take the lead in han- 
dling the film-tele field, while the 
east would take the lead in live 


|TV. But in the event of the part- 


nership setup of the 4A’s TA and 
SAG-SEG administering tele joint- 
ly, the Coast will have jurisdiction 
over filmed video and the east over 
the live version. 

Although the eastern’ unions 
have asked the Coast affiliates to 
come in the 4A’s TA on an equal 
basis, they are reportedly ready to 
accept the partnership setup if, 
as expected, SAG and SEG hold 
out for the latter. In that case, im- 
mediate steps will be made to or- 
ganize the field, draft a constitu- 
tion for the new outfit and, as soon 
as possible, seek negotiations with 
the tele companies, 





i | FCC Anni 


mission reported that radio com- 
munications were growing at a 
“rapid pace.” 

The amateur field was well es- 
tablished in 1934 with 36,500 op- 
erators and 45,000 stations H- 
censed. But these too have grown 
to 79,000 and 80,000 respectively. 

Only one of the present mem- 
bers, Paul A. Walker, has been a 
commissioner the life of the 
agency. Two others, Rosel H. 








Hyde and George E. Sterling, | 


started with the agency in 1934 
and came up from the ranks. An- 
other member, Edward M. Web- 
ster, began his FCC service in No- 
vember of 1934. 

Nearly a tenth of the present 
Commission personnel has been 
_With the agency from the begin- 
| ning. 





quarter-hour sponsors. Program 
has been sustaining since it went 
on the air last February. 











“Packed with intriguing entertain- 
ment.” 


—Transcript Telegram, 
Holyoke, Mass. 





For Ivory Flakes 
CBS, Mon. thru Fri. 
2:45-3 P.M. 


With JOHN ¥. M. McCAFFERY 
Written and Directed by 
ADDISON SMITH 





——— 


No. 1 Juggler? 
Sweating It Out Week June 22nd 
OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


The Amazing 


MR. BALLANTINE 


No. 1 Magician? 
“Cool as a Cuke” 
Still at 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


es 


FOR SALE 


Attractive Small About 9 
acres, Long Island South Shore, 1 br. 
commuting. Modern house, oll Lurner, 
4 bedrooms—3 baths—also 2-car gat 
nge—small paddock. Low upkeep. I=- 


quire C. 1. Walker (broker), 52 Wall 
St.. N. W. C.—HA, 2-6377. 


—_—_— Or Or 
‘JINGLES =o yeu 


YEAR 
THAT DON’T 


JANGLE!” 


LANNY & GINGER GREY 
Radio-Video Programs-Jingles 


1850 Madison Ave., N. ¥. 2% 
ATwater 99-4020 
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Younger’ Writer Element Seems 


Mollified by New ASCAP Plan 


rican Society of Composers, ¢ 
Authors and Publishers executives 
may have successfully convinced 
the agitated younger writers within 
its membership that the new writer 
classification plan now being 
worked out with the Depart ment of 
' is the answer to their de- 


Ame 


Justice Ba 

mands. The arguing writers, who 
have a date with Sigmund Tim- 
berg, head of the DJ consent de 
cree division, to air complaints, 
met Monday (20) witn ASCAP 
execs first. And as of yesterday 


(Tuesday) they weren't so certain 
of going to Washington at all and 
if they did, it would be more for 
conversation than argument with 
ASCAP. 

Meeting Monday (20) 
eight of the so-called 
writers, including Redd _ Evans, 
Carl Sigman, Fred Wise, Dave 
Mann, Joe McCarthy, Jr., and Syl- 
via Dee. Two others, Sammy Gal- 
lup and Milton Drake, cannot be 
labeled among fairly recent addi- 
tions to the Society’s writer lists, 
yet ihey have joined the fighting 
group. They met with ASCAP 
execs headed by president Fred 
Ahlert. Ahlert explained to them 
the aims of the 20-20-60 plan the 
Society has presented to Govern- 
ment officials as a substitute for 
the current distribution methods 
among songwriters, and the eight 
seemed unusually mollified. They 
stated afterward that the plan 
seems to have great merit. 

If the younger group does go to 
Washington today (Wed.) to keep 
its date with Timberg, their con- 
versation seemed to indicate it 
would be to discuss the merits of 
the plan proposed by ASCAP and 
check its points one by one. This 
plan calls for a 20% distribution 
of the writer’s half of ASCAP in- 
come on the basis of performances, 
20% on the basis of seniority, 
which itself is based on perform- 
ances over a prescribed period of 


included 
younger 


years, and the remaining 60° 
gauged on availability, prestige, 
character, nature, etc., of each 


writer’s works. 





Col. Cuts Ist 49c 


Sides for Harmony 


Columbia. Records cut the first 
of the new sides it will issue on 
its recently planned 49c Harmony 
label, using artists originally 
signed to the Columbia 60c label. 
Rosemary Clooney, vocalist with 
Tony Pastor’s orchestra, cut “Four 
Winds and the Seven Seas” and 
“Lover’s Gold,” and _ Jeanette 
Davis recorded “Wonderful Guy” 
and “Some Enchanted Evening.” 
CRC also expects to cut “I Love 
You.” “Let’s Take An Old-Fash- 
ioned Walk,” “Baby, It’s Cold Out- 
side” and “Riders in the Sky.” 

In addition to the pop materia! 
done by the artists above, CRC 
expects to use singers Pearl Bailey. 


Julie Wilson, Jerry Wayne and 
Phil Brito on the lower-priced 
platters. Some of its name bands 


will turn out tunes, too. 


Pop sides are separate and 
apart from the catalog material 
from Columbia and Okeh shelves 
being released on the new Har- 
mony label. Initial group of re- 
Issues is now being pressed and 
will hit the market this week. 


All Harmony sides will be dis- 
tributed through Eli Oberstein’s 
Varsity (35¢) outlets. He will dis- 
tribute to dealers and coinmachine 
Operators as well as sending the 
platters through department store 
counters. - 


Ho-Ho-Kus Party 


Andrews Sisters will attend a 
block party Friday (24) evening 
at Ho-Ho-Kus, N. J., planned as 
an outgrowth of their recording 
the tune, “Ho-Ho-Kus, N. J.” Ray 
Bloch, maestro, and Signature 
Record exec, one of the writers, 
and Al Stillman, another collab- 
orator, will also show up. Profits 
from the party go to the town’s 
Youth Council. 

. Chamber of Commerce of Ho-Ho- 
Kus, incidentally, has made formal 
Invitation to the chambers of each 
ci the five nearby towns mentioned 
in the song’s lyric to attend. 








$78,412 Deficit For 
Philadelphia Orch 
Philadelphia, June 21, 
Philadelphia 
impressive 


The 
most 


orchestra’s 
season, with a 


| 


total of 177 concerts and the larg- ; 


est attendance records ever clocked 


by the symphony, cost the organ- 
ization $78,412 more than it took 
in. 

With a $32,516 deficit remaining 
from the previous season, the 
Philly orch is now in the red for a 
total of $110.92§ Orville H. Bul- 
litt, president of the association. 
told the annual report meeting 
they must work for municipal 


legislation which would enable the 
city to come to the orch’s aid. 

The 1948-49 financial statement 
Shows the orch’s expenses were 
$985,787, a total of $141.551 more 
than it took in from ticket sales. 
broadcasting fees and_ record 
rovalties An endowment, which 
provides a yearly income of $63.- 
138, reduced the total deficit. 


Coast ASCAPers 
Dont Want Change 
In Distrib System 


Hollywood, June 21 
Top ASCAP writer-members re- 


siding here have wired a protest 
to the anti-trust division of the 
U. S. Department of Justice 


against any change in the Society’s 
plan of revenue distribution. Wire, 
signed by Jimmy McHugh, L. 
Wolfe Gilbert, Harry Ruby, George 
Jessel, Frank Loesser, Harry War- 
ren, Johnny Green, Al Von Tilzer, 
Victor Young, Rudolph Friml, Jr., 
and the estates of Gus Kahn, Gus 


Edwards, Dick Whiting, Jerome 
Kern and Jimmy Monaco, have 
asked that the Society classifica- 


tion and payoff system remain as 
is 

Gilbert, chairman of the new 
Coast Committee of the Society, 
only recently returned west after 
attending conferences with the D. 
of J. in Washington as part of a 
panel including president Fred 
Ahlert, Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, 
et al. 





Guy Lombardo Defers 
Speedboat Record Try; 


Improve Kaiser Craft? 


Guy Lombardo, after trial runs, 


indicated clearly that something 
was awry with Henry Kaiser’s 
speedboat, the Aluminum Star. 
Following two davs of tests last 
week at Lake Placid, N. Y., on 
June 11 and 12, the maestro de- 
cided to bide his time before at- 
tempting to shatter the world’s 
record of 141.74 miles per hour. 


Disk Jock Contest 


St. Louis, June 21. 
Pat O. Bradley, program directo1 
and disk jock at KXLW, St. Louis 
County Broadcasting Co. station. 
is trying to find his successor at 
the turntable by a novel method. 


He is conducting a contest, re- 
stricted to those who have never 
before been connected with any 


St. Louis station as gabber, jock 
or entertainer. 
Five finalists will be selected via 


a screening fos personality and 
ability to select records that the 
dialers prefer, and each will be 
given an opportunity to conduct; 
the station’s “Record Time” pro- 
gram, 1-3 p.m. daily A popularity 
contest then follows, with dialers 
sending in their choices A win 
ner will be declared each week 
and then the ultimate champ will 


be selected by an elimination vote. 


ASCAP Awaiting 
NAB Answer On 


Television Deal 


Ameyican Society of Composers, 


Authors and Publishers is_ still 
awalting word from the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters, which last 


week polled its members by letter, 


on their reaction to the proposed 
deal for payment of television-use 
fees to ASCAP for its music. 
Meanwhile, the Society’s resident 


attorney, Herman Finklestein, and 
the attorney representing the five 
networks, which worked out the 
major points of the proposed deal, 
are putting the language of a prob- 
able contract on paper. 

There are said to be a couple 
of minor differences between both 
sides in the final draft of the con- 
tract that will be okayed if and 
when the NAB’s independent sta- 
tion owners signify their satisfac- 
tion with the proposals. But they 
don’t seem too important in the 
overall scheme of the agreement 
and figure to be resolved before 
the NAB secures enough member- 
nods to tinalize the plan. 

In 
okayed 


event the terms 
all around, ASCAP, of 
course, will then have its own 
problems with its own members. 
The Society must secure from its 
publisher and writer members an 
extension of the assignment of tele 
rights, which originally were given 
to it for a two-year period, ending 
Dec. 31, 1950. Tele people are 
of the opinion that signing a con- 
tract for two years, with six 
months of that time already past, 


the are 


| is silly. They want a minimum five- 


This was set by Sir Malcolm Camp- | 


bell at Lake Coniston, England, a 
decade ago. 

The bandleader-sportsman, whose 
Tempo VI, has clocked 119 miles 
per hour, and who broke his arm 
when he cracked up in Detroit last 
vear in the Gold Cup competition, 
thinks that the Kaiser craft's 24- 
cvlinder, 3.000 horsepower, double- 
Allison engine is too heavy for the 
boat. hence didn’t essay the com- 
petition. He may yet race the 
Kaiser craft or may even enter his 
own Tempo VI which, meantime, is 
undergoing repairs. 

Kaiser's Aluminum Star has yet 
to see competition It's a 32-foot 
Ventnor ‘(N.J.)-built creation. Spe- 
cifications are aluminum. girder 
and stretch, plywood hull covered 
by sheet aluminum to reduce re- 
sistance. It weighs 9,000 Ibs. over 
all. Lombardo is inclined to the 
belief that besides the engine be- 
ing too big for the boat, it must be 
reconstructed along some other 
lines if it’s to get over the 140- 
mile mark. 





Toledo Friends of Music Symph. 
changed its name to the Toledo 
Orch. and announced 12 concerts 
for 1949-50. season. to be held in 
the 1.800-seat Peristyle of the 
Toledo Museum of Art. 


year deal. 

ASCAP, when it goes to its mem- 
bers for the extensions, will be 
taking to them a solid agreement. 
It will not ask for the extensions 
until the NAB and its members sig- 


nal all is well with the proposed | 


contract on the tele end. 


RCA Polishing 


Juke Promotion 


In the belief that coin machine 
operators have been badly neg- 
lected promotion-wise in favor of 
the heavier selling power of disk 
jockeys, RCA-Victor last week 
launched a campaign in the direc- 
tion of boxowners. Selecting two 
disks not yet released, which its 
execs believe are particularly suit- 
able for jukes, Victor whooped up 
the- start of a push on them 
through that channel. 

Two platters are Tommy Dorsey’s 
“Pussy Willow’ and Tony Martin's 
“Circus.” Approximately 3,000 
vinylite platters, with the two tunes 
backed up. are being shipped to 
coin ops all over the country for 
free. 

It's Victor's first coin-op promo- 
tion in years. 





Krasny Due East 

Hollywood, June 21. 
Milt Krasny, v.p. and head of 
General Artists Corp.'s Hollywood 
office, heads east later this week. 
He'll be in New York June 26 or 

27 for a stay of about a month. 
Thomas G. Rockwell, GAC’s 
prez, now here, expects to go east 


,for a week or so in July. 


Putting Out Thre 
See Them Reso 


Money-Back Guarantee 





St. Louis, June 21 

Premier Records, local indie 
manufacturer, has applied the 
old “satisfaction Oo! your 
money back” wheeze in devis- 
ing a new promotion approach 
to the problem of luring 
nickels into a coinmachine 
Premier's recording by Charlie 
Ackerson of the tune | Had 
My Heart Set on You is ac 
companied on all jukes into 
which it’s spotted by a small 
sign assuring jukespinners if 
they’re not satisfied with the 
disk after they hear it, to 
write to Ackerson, care of 
Premier’s local office, and 


they'll get the jit back pronto 
Premier claims unusual suc- 


cess with the approach. Com- 
pany claims that so far _ no- 
body has filed a bid for reim- 


bursement. 





London Records 


Teams With Col. 
On Classical LP 


London Records, U. S. affiliate 


of British Decca, is throwing in 
with Columbia Records and _ the 
3318 rpm _ recording system, at 


least partially. CRC’s Microgroove 
Long-Playing development will be 
applied to London’s FFRR classi- 
cal platters, which London will dis- 
tribute in this country after July 1, 
when a deal with U. S. Decca, 
which formerly marketed them 
here, expires. 

The Microgroove system will be 
applied only to the FFRR platters, 


not to London's pop. material, 
which employs only the conven- 
tional 78 system. Via its agree- 


ment with U. S. Decea, under which 
all ties with the latter company are 
severed, excepting British Decca’s 
handling in England, etc., of U. S. 
Decca pop sides, London will rec- 
ord and press pops in the U. S 
Heretofore, everything was record- 
ed and pressed in England and the 
product shipped here. However, 
it’s unlikely that the FFRR will be 
cut in the U. S. or at least much 
of it pressed here. 





Charges Laurel Failed 
To Exploit Film Tune, 
Ann Ronell Asks 256 


Action that may set a precedent 


in the song-publishing field has 
been brought by Ann Ronell, com- 
poser of the title tune from the 
forthcoming Marx Brothers pic- 


ture, ‘“‘Love Happy.” against Laurel 
Music Co. Plaintiff asks return of 
the song and $25,000 damages for 
the pubilsher’s alleged contract vi- 


olation in failing te exploit it as 
stipulated. 
Dispute will go to arbitration 


shortly as the first such case un- 
der the arbitration clause of the 
new Songwriters Protective Assn. 
contract. Papers were served Mon- 
day (20) on the publisher, and 
both sides now have 10 days to se- 
lect arbiters. 

According to Miss Ronell, her 
contract with Laurel specified that 
“Love Happy” was to receive “first 
class plugs” for eight weeks be- 
ginning April 15. However, she 
claims, the song has never been re- 
leased and there has been no ex- 
ploitation. On the ground that the 
promised plugging was an instru- 
mental point in her signing the 
deal with Laurel. she asks return 
of the composition and $25,000 
damages. 

Miss Ronell is the wife of Lester 
Cowan, producer of “Love Happv.”’ 
She is represented by Jaffe & Jaffe. 
while Lee Eastman is the lawyer 
for Laurel. 





Practically All Radio-Set Mfrs. 


e-Speed Combos; 
lving Sales Standoff 


¢ Virtually all 
manufacturers are designing or in- 


major  radio-set 


troducing new combination models 
capable of producing all three rec- 
the conventional 78 
plus Columbia Records’ 3314 
RCA’s 45s. 
And it’s quite probable that the ef- 
fort by 
break the standoff between them- 
selves and the public, created by 
confusion over the vari-speed rec- 
ord market, will go a long way 
toward dissolving the slump in 
disk and sheet music sales. 

Of course, it could be months be- 
fore enough of these sets are 
spotted to do the biz any good. 
Before that the diskers and music 
pubs expect a seasonal upswing. 
But so long as the three-speed con- 
fusion exists, both the record and 
Sheet music industries will lose a 
fair amount of sales and the new 
sets being produced will at least 
go a long way toward eliminating 
that sales barrier. 


ord speeds 
rpm 
and 


rpm Microgroeves 


these manufacturers to 


Phileo, surprisingly enough, is 
one of the manufacturers introduc- 
ing a combination capable of han- 
dling all speeds. Philco originally 


went into the disk argument as an 
ally of Columbia Records and the 
atter’s Microgroove system. That 


*hileo decided to go into produe- 
ing sets that can spin the RCA- 
Victor 45s is mute testimony to the 


effect the rpm battle is having on 
instrument-makers. Its sets of the 
past year handled only 78 and 
3314. 


By the same token, RCA can get 
hurt in the general switch by man- 
ufacturers to all three speeds, 
RCA models allow only the use of 
78 and its own 45s. It isn’t likely 
that RCA would, on the basis of 
what's occurring, market a set with 
all three rpm factors. And its in- 
strument - manufacturing division, 
an important part of the overall 
RCA setup, could be put into a bad 
position in the market. 


Bop a Big Bad 
Booking Killer 


One-night booking salesmen for 
major agencies are a rough lot in 
their competition for choice dates. 
For years they've used all sorts of 
tactics to malign and knock bands 
handled by rival agencies out of 
choice dates. They'll label one an- 
other’s attractions as poor b.o. 
lures, relating real or supposed 
flops on recent bookings, that a 
leader drinks, ete. 

Bop and its decreasing popular- 
ity among college kids and regular 
ballroom patrons have given the 
bookers new ammunition. Now in 
order to xnock a rival band out of 
a good date and get one of their 
own in, a one-night man will tell 
a college buyer or a promoter that 
the band he bought plays a lot of 
bop. It works very often, such is 
the reaction on such dates against 
the musical style, which is going 
over very well in bookings that 
cater to it, but n.s.g. in standard 
dance dates. 


In belittling one another’s at- 
tractions, one-night men often get 
into unexpected jams. Such as the 
salesman for a major agency found 
himself in some time ago. For 
weeks he’d been running down a 
certain band booked by a rival, 
telling promoters they were paving 
too much for it, ete. A couple 
weeks later, his own agency took 
over the management of the 
combo, and the booker had to re- 
verse his field and go about selling 
the band he'd been undermining. 


RCA’s Prod. Lull 


Indianapolis, June 21. 
RCA-Victor will go along for two 
weeks without any record produc- 
tion. Company's only plant now in 
operation, at Richmend, Ind.. shut 
down for 








- os two weeks Friday (17) 
; 4 . while employees vacati , é 
David Music Co. chartered to machiogsy a1 — re esa _ 
conduct a music publishing and Victor’s C; mM . 2 te 
caine dks’ is ‘ma eee: amden, N. J., plant 


with a capital stock of 200 shares, 
no par value. 


shuttered last March and isn’t like- 
, ly to reopen for some time. 
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Shore-Buddy Clark ‘“Lit- 
wparis Wakes Up and 
” Feplumbia). Both from 
F Berlin's, “Miss Liberty 
“Little Fish,” a cute nov- 
good melody and lyric, 1s 
ghtly sliced by Miss 
i It'll go. Clark’s 
but not as 


score. , 
elty with nee 
jightly and oF ik 
chore and Clark. het 
oi oa “Paris” is okay, but not os 
Ys ac it could have been. 
good + fully grasp the tune. Hugo 
doesn falter solidly backgrounds. 
"a “Como “Just One Way to 
Pert ove You”-“Let’s Take An 
on Fashioned W alk iN ictor). 
= ore “Miss Liberty’ tunes. 
ese sl Love You” is easily the 
Come putstanding handling of the 
ae ‘roy far. It’s made to order 
og His cut of “Walk” is 
pool packed by a chorus and 
etch Ayres’ lush accomp, but the 
‘ae ig more interesting as a 
therefore Columbia's Frank Sina- 
tra-Doris Day disk is better. 


“Jus » Way to 

tafford “Just One Way t 

Ph. , Love”’-“Homework (Capi- 
«| tunes are a flood. 


“Liberty” re a. 
fford’s ‘‘Love You is ex- 
With the Starlighters and 


tol). 
Miss Sta 
cellent. : 
¢ Jestor . 
re cavexsely saleable Side = 
jocks and jukes. Her Home work 
is smartly cut as rhythm piece 
with smoothly bouncing dance 
background. It sells; most rival 
cuts are in ballad beat. roe 
ill Eckstine ‘“Temptation’- 
ocerine” (M-G-M). There are 
superior vocal (Perry Como-Vic- 
tor) and instrumental faces of 
“Temptation” available, but Eck- 
stine is a hot disker at the moment 
and his job on the standard is very 
serviceable for jocks and jukes. 
He does the tune very well but for 
some reason the spark that makes 
a really outstanding side is missing. 
“Crying” is a fair tune, nicely 
wérked. Buddy Baker backs both. 
Tony Martin ‘“Circus’’-"“No, No 
and No” (Victor). Both new tunes 
with achance. ‘Circus’ is the bet- 
ter side, an excellent vocal of a 
smartly-tailored melody and _ lyric, 
with colorfully moving bolero 
background. “No,” though not 
melodically similar, is also a smart 
air, well turned by Martin. Tango 
background adds heavily to the 
general effect. 
Margaret Whiting 
An Old Fashioned 
Wakes Up and Smiles” 
Miss Whiting’s voice is 
fitted to such as ‘‘Walk.’’ She does 
it solidly, with choral assistance 
and Frank DeVol’s band—but Co- 
lumbia’s disk is still best. Miss 
Whiting’s “Paris” is a considerate 
approach to an excellent melody. 
Her cut figures to be widely used 


“Let’s Take 
Walk’’-“Paris 
(Capitol) 
naturally 


by jocks and jukes. DeVol ac- 
comps. 
Blue Barron Orch ‘“Ting-A- 


Ling’-“Love Is a Beautiful Thing” 
(M-G-M). “Ting-A=Ling’ makes 
little impression in the rather dead 
manner Barron works it over. His 
“Beautiful” side, however, is dif- 
ferent. Tune, a new one, has good 
possibilities. It’s cut similar to 
“Cruising Down the River,’ with 
chorus, whistling, etc., it shows 
commercial power for jocks and 
ukes. 

Song Spinners “Riders In the 
Sky”-“Careless Hands” (Vocalion). 
Sample disking from Dececa’s in- 
itial release of its new 49c Vo- 
calion series proves the disks are 
a solid buy at that price. They’re 


well cut versions of established 
hits. Disks themselves have slight- 
ly more surface than is to be 


found on top-price faces, at least 
On this disk, but not enough to be 
bothersome. Song Spinners sound 
800d on these, using small rhythm 
accompaniment. 

Johnny Desmond “Four Winds- 
Seven Seas”-"If I Only Had One 
Day to Live” (M-G-M). Desmond's 
work on “Four Winds,” an excel- 
lent new melody with a _ heavy 
chance to hit, is good, but not no- 
ticeably superior to rival versions. 
fe works it over with assistance 
= the Quintones and Tony Mot- 
ola’s orchestra. Flipover is a new 
waltz, nicely cut, but unlikely to 
make much impression. That title 
ls from nowhere. 

Jean Sablon “Dites Moi” (‘Tell 
oe, Why”)-“Paris Wakes Up and 
miles” (Victor). Victor figures to 
9 all right at the counters and in 
Many juke and jock areas with 


this disk. Sablon fits the tunes, 
and vice versa, the first from 
South Pacific” and the second 
rom “Miss Liberty. His “Tell 


~ Why” is good stuff, and “Paris” 
fends out among all versions for 
lyrig derstanding treatment of the 


v 


_ Platter Pointers 
K ing _Cole’s new “Who Do You 
ow In Heaven” disk (Capitol) 


‘8 heavy with hit possibilities... | 


‘Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE WOODS 


In a Big Pond’—Buddy | 


ys orchestra she turn- | 








Jocks should find good use for 
Dick Contino’s accordion arrange- 
ments of “Sorrento” and “Lady of 
Spain” on Horace Heidt’s new la- 
bel.. Good spiritual face is the 
“I’m Tired” side by The Harmon- 
izing Four ‘(M-G-M) Another 
crack disk limited in scope is 
Sarah Vaughan’s ‘Tonight I Shall 
Sleep” (Columbia) “After My 
Laughter Came Tears,” by Terry 
Lee (Supreme), is a likely tune 

Ditto “Rue de Romance” by Wayne 
King (Victor) Capitol turned out 
three 12-inch square dance instru- 
mental disks by Cliffie Stone 
which include some excellent sides 


Standout western, hillbilly, race. 
polka, etc., Chet Atkins, “Barber 
Shop Rag” (Victor); Sons of the 
Pioneers, “Room Full of Roses” 
(Victor); Red Sovine, “Why Pre- 
tend” (M-G-M); Jim Wynn, ‘‘Fare- 
well Baby” (Supreme); Tex Wil- 
liams, “Johnstown Polka” (Capi- 
tol). 





TOMMY DORSEY, WIFE 
SHAKEN UP IN CRASH 


Tommy Dorsey and his wife were 
badly shaken up, though uninjured 
on Wednesday (15) when the huge 
bus that he uses as a combined of- 


fice and home while on the road 
with his band was rammed near 
Wahoo, Ia., by an auto. Mrs. Dor- 
sey, soon to become a mother, was 
ordered to bed by a doctor, and 
Dorsey was forced to fly to his 
booking in order to make it on 
time. A man and his 15-vear-old 
son, who reportedly, was driving 
the car that caused the collision, 


were badly injured. 

Dorsey and his wife have used 
their “land cruiser’ for months. 
It’s driven by a regular bus driver 
bired by Dorsey and it contains a 
complete apartment as well as re- 
cording equipment on which the 
leader cuts transcriptions for his 
disk jockey programs, used by 
various stations throughout the 
country. The bus requires repairs 
before it can be put back into use 





Brown Music Corp. chartered to 
conduct music publishing business 
in New York, with capital stock of 
200 shares, no par value. 
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reteeetrereveee|) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines. 2.0" 


Sinatra, Shore Duet 


HoHywood, June 21. 

Frank Sinatra and Dinah Shore 
dueted for Columbia on “Sunshine 
Cake,” with crooner doing a single 
on the other side of the wax. “Sure 
Thing.” They'll split the royalties. 

Etching by Sinatra and Miss 
Shore seems to have stemmed from 
the fact that Bing Crosby had done 
“Cake” recently for Decca with 
Carole Richards. Columbia per- 
suaded Miss Shore to hurry out the 
Same tune with Sinatra. This is the 
first time they've worked together 
Since doing “Fine Romance” and 
“Tea For Two,” with all rovalties 
to the Damon Runyon Foundation 


Decca Ruffled As 
Kaye Scores Beat 
On Lombardo Tune 


Decca Records is as unhappy 
about the situation involving its 
Guy Lombardo recording of “Four 
Winds and Seven Seas” as Colum 
bia was about Vaughn Monroe and 
RCA beating Burl Ives to 
counterpunch with “Riders in 
Sky.” 

Decca’s hurt isn’t because it hac 
gotten the tune first, however. an 
a rival copied its disk 
it to the Don 
Lombardo’'s vocalist. is 


its 


the 
the 


] 
and beat 
Rodney 


market 
one of the 
tune, and Lom 
music house, operated by 
Bregman, Vocco & Conn, publishes 
the song. Still. Lombardo and Dec- 
ca did not have a beat on the mar- 
ket But, Decca feels it should 
have had a clean beat. That’s why 
Decca’s Dave Kapp cut the tune 
again last week with Bing Crosby 


writers of the 


bardo’s 


RCA’s Sammy Kaye disk was the 
first platter out and it has so far 
taken the majority of the play on 
the tune 


Edgar Bergen’s Disks 


Chicago, June 21. 


Edgar Bergen huddled with 
Dick Bradley, prexy of Tower 
Records. here last week before 


radio star went on to Europe. 
Bergen is said to be interested 

in doing a series of platters for 

kiddie division of the diskery 





RCA 45s Get ‘Musicorner’ Hold On 
Family Life Via N. J. Apt. House Deal 





Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending June 11) 

London, June 15. 
Lavender Blue . Sun 
Wedding Lilli Marlene B&C 
12th Street Rag Chappell 
Red Roses, Blue Lady Wright 
Put Shoes on, Lucy Gay 
Faraway Places Leeds 
Candy Kisses Chappell 
Strawberry Moon Yale 
Powder Your Face Chappell 
“A” You're Adorable Conne!ly 
In a Shady Nook Keith P 
Cuckoo Walt Keith P 


Secand 12 


Forever and Ever F.D.&H 
guy Killarney P. Maurice 
On the 5:45 Strauss 
Put ‘em in a Box Connelly 
Behind Clouds Feldman 
Clancy Lowered Boom Leeds 
lil Always Love You Clover 
It's Magie Connelly 
Again F.D.H 


Maurice 
Wright 
Unit 


Happened in Adano P 
Dreams Come True 
Heart Loch Lomond 





KING COLE DOING BIG 


IN SOUTHERN 1-NITERS 


Atlanta, June 21 

The south, which has been very 
partial at the b.o. to small Negro 
combinations such as Louis Jor- 
dan’s, has been doing alright by 
King Cole and His Trio. Working 
with Hal Singer's orchestra, to 
provide dancing, Cole went into 
percentage on five of his recent 
dates in this area, and made some 
coin, if not plenty, on others. He's 


being sold at $1,350 nightly agains 


st 


60° Singer's band included 
Ralph Weinberg is promoting all 
qgates 

Cole took $3.720 as his end of a 


one-nighter at the local auditorium 


here June 12. He had previously 
taken $2.350 out of the Arena, 
Norfolk, Va and approximately 
$1.600 at Columbia, S. C He 
earned the same amount at Chat- 
tanooga (12) and almost $1.500 at 
Greenville, S. C That's better 


than many 
the south recently 


big bands have done in 


Week of June 18 


{Vaughn Monroe Victor 

1. RIDERS IN THE SKY (9) (Morris)... .... 0.6 se eeee ; aad kein Columbia 
oT | Perry Como Victor 

2. SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (4) (Williamson).......... ) Frank Sinatra Columbia 
{Gordon Jenkins Decca 

3. AGAIN (14) (Robbins) «2.02.60. 6 cc cece eer eee ee ee )Vie Damone........+..Mercury 
. { Perry Como ; Victor 

4. “A” YOU’RE ADORABLE (9) (Laurel) ©... ..ccccccccccccce: i Tony Pastor........ Columbia 
‘ { Perry Como Victor 

5. FOREVER AND EVER (9) (Robbins) erent ry ee ree ee ) Russ Morgan........ Decca 
{Gordon Jenkins Decca 

6. 1 DON'T SEE ME (5) (Laurel) .........-.ccccece Teer Cee 1 Perry Como... ....ss00: Victor 
{ Whiting-Mercer Capitol 

7, BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE (5) (Melrose) .....ccccccssecs \ Shore Clavie Columbia 
vaiiae { Margaret Whiting...... Capitol 

8. WONDERFUL GUY (1) (Williamson) ...........c.-ceseees Fran Warren... .. «oss. Vietae 
,; Sammy Kaye Victor 

9. CARELESS HANDS (7) (Melrose) ....ccccccccrcccccesess 7g eee Capitol 
ropes , Perry Como Victor 

10. BALI HAI (1) (Williamson) | Bing Crosby .....::-- Deces 


Second Group 


A {Eddy Howard Mercury 

CANDY KISSES (Hill & Range) dite weakens Bae ‘ I} Johnny Mercer Capitol 

\ Frank Sinatra Columbia 

HUCKLEBUCK (United) ...........----eeeccecees Seeeeen ewe ) Tommy Dorsey Victor 

1‘ : ‘Guy Lombardo........ Decca 

MERRY GO ROUND WALTZ (Shapiro-B) .. 1... 0... cece cece eens 1 Art Mooney.......... M-G-M 

{Guy Lombardo....... Decca 

EVERYWHERE YOU GO (Lombardo) PRERDDTCLAS EC MESH ES 1 Dove BY... oc cb vais Columbia 

. {Eddy Howard......... Mercury 

LOVE ME, LOVE ME, LOVE ME (Miller) seeeeeseseereeeseess ) Cammy Kay... sees. Victor 

(Kstto KQuen. sccecs os Mercury 

KISS ME SWEET (Advanced) .........-+.+.«- se eeeeeeeeeesesees | Sammy Kaye....ee. Victor 

; {| Bing Crosby Decca 

HOW IT LIES (Morris) se teerecearoreeesesovesesers ) Kay Starr Capitol 

PORTRAIT OF JENNIE (Chappell .. 0... 06.eeeeeues aoe ares a Cole ston esens po 

NEED YOU (Choice) ........ 0... :seeeee: WeeTeTT CTT itt hs fi _ Mac eer —— 

, fony gs eae ee icto 

COMME CI COMME CA (COOGEE) oi vcveser eee . eo *) Dick Haywmes............ Decca 

}Peagy Lee (etesssc GRD 

SOMEONE LIKE YOU (Harms) a oovees* } Doris Day tacers« Ono 

{| Bing Crosby pudien’ Decca 

SO IN LOVE (9) (T. B. Harms) .....-.---sceececeeesceeercens ! Dinah Shore ......Columbia 

: . { Vaughn Monroe ....... Victor 

RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (18) (Mills) ........0055, |Guy Lombardo Decca 
{Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


++¢e¢. 


PEP EFFEEFEEFEEFEFFFEFFEEEFEFEFEEF ESE ESE IEFEFEFEFE FES EFEFEFFEFFEEFEFFES+FSO EFF 4 444464 


* RCA-Victor came up with a new 
gimmick last week that could plant 
an idea and start something in 
favor of the recording business and 
the company’s new 45 rpm platters, 
or turn out to be an inspired, but 


impractical dud. Whichever way 
the wind blows eventually, RCA 
right now is pressuring all possible 
promotion angles out of a new 
housing project in New Jersey 
Which is offering 45 rpm equipped 
ipartments to prospective tenants 
It held a press party in New York 
\londay <0) afternoon to herald 
the new addition to family life 
the built-in 45 

RCA collaborated on the idea 

th Milton L. Ehrlich, Ine., builde 


of a garden apartment project at 
Roselle, N. J It consists of pro- 
viding each of 310 apartments with 
an “RCA Musicorner,” built into 
one corner of each living room. 
\lusicorner consists of shelving to 
hold recordings and books ‘none of 
the shelving is high enough, ap- 
parently, to accommodate 78 rpm 


platters), plus any model television 
receiver, plus a niche for one of 
RCA’s model 9EY3, 45 rpm set 


his is the small set that spins and 
reproduces the 45s, distin- 
guished from the turntable that is 
jacked into larger radios 

RCA feels that there’s no reason 
why new housing should not come 
equipped with record players as 
well as refrigerators stoves, 
ete Presumably, it made Ehrlich 
a present of 310 of the small sets 
to start the ball rolling. 


HEIDT TO SNAG 306 
FOR HOUSTON EXPO 


as 


Ras 


Horace Heidt's orchestra’ will 
draw $30,000 for eight days’ work 
in the fall. Band has been set by 
Joe Glaser’s Associated Booking 
Corp. to play the Houston Indus- 
trial Exposition, starting Sept. 25, 


at that figure. 
Heidt 
from the 


do two broadcasts 

Opening day is a 
Sunday and he finishes on a Sun- 
day, the day he his Philip 
Morris broadcasts. 


will 
expo 


does 





Disk Jockey Reviews 











With BILL HICKOK 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

6:30 p.m., Mon. thru Fri. 
WXKW, Albany 

Bill Hickok, featured on an early 
morning jock show, has recently 
added a supper-hour block which 
combines disk jockey format with 
a potpourri of baseball scores, light 
comedy, singing to records, adages 
and chitchat. It’s very informal 
and quite enjoyable. Hickok prob- 
ably has no radio peer hereabouts 
in easy, off-the-cuff miking. 

Hickok plays request numbers 
asked via letter and phone, tabbing 
names and making “dedications.” 
He apparently utilizes two staffers 
to help him “pull” the records. 
Broadcaster injects casually but 
surely the personal touch in the 
request business. Warbling to 
-records—a_ strong point in his 
breakfast stanzas—is occasionally 
included on the evening blocks. 

Possesses a pleasant tenor. The 
comedy, some of it with sound ef- 
fects, is rather amusing. Hickok 
should watch the tendency to tonal 
thickness and the habit of drop- 
ping or throwing away his voice. 
He also becomes over-gabby now 
and then. Jaco. 


BARRY GRAY SHOW 
Producer: Billy Allen 
180 Mins., Mon. thru Sun. (11 p.m.) 


Participating 
WMIE, Miami 
That Barry Gray is an estab- 


lished and influential figure in this 
area is now a recognized fact. He's 
done a switch from the “Peck’s 
Bad Boy” rep with which he came 
here from New York City’s WOR, 
becoming a strictly controversial 
character, with the “drop dead” 
answer to phoner-inners dropped. 
And he now has a more mellow ap- 
proach in most instances to the 
phone-dialers. 

Gray can no longer be labelled 
a disk-jockey. For in the three- 
hour sesh he essays nightly. there 
are. on the average, some three 
records played to spell his gabbing, 
comments and interviews. His is 
the stuff of which arguments and 
personal reaction are made of— 

‘Continued on page 40) 
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‘RH’ Logging System 

Richard Himber’s new development tm logging broadcast perform 
ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 
Tiiey are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrumental, 


2 points for sustaining vocal, 3 for commercial instrumental; 4 for 
commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 r.ajor territories, Neu 


York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a Commercial Vocal in all | 


thee territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings 





of commercial shows. The first group consists of the top 30 songs. 


Week of June 10 to June 16 


Songs Publishers | 
Ani) Roan OUse 62. Wisi ccs ie hdd a OO EKES Robbins 
A Wonderful Guy—*‘‘South Pacific” Williamson 
*“A"—You're Adorable Laurel 
Baby, It’s Cold Outside—*“Neptune’s Daughter” Morris 
Bali Ha’i—*‘‘South Pacific” Williamson 
3allin the Jack Marks 
Beautiful Blonde Bashful Bend ‘Beautiful Blonde” Miller 
Because You Love Me femick 
Candy Kisses Hill & Range 
Careless Hands Melrose 
ere 8 1 I Ce ck oes oi 009s He OOM AO EO OUN ES Leeds 
Every Night Is Saturday Night ........cccccccsscccccces B.M.I. 
Everywhere VOU'GO «66 oii crete ei os ce eee e bool Lombardo 
Five Foot Two, Eyes of Blue Feist 
Forever and Ever 1 eT ee Tee eee Robbins 
Havin’ a Wonderful Wish—7‘‘Sorrowful Jones” ....... Paramount 
How It Lies ee re.) eee ee ee eee es ee se Morris 
I Don’t See Me In Your Eves Anymore ..........-eee08- Laurel 
Pl String Alon? With YOU! . 6 ccc sci dercsvorecnevve eae ses Witmark 
SBE TS OG bP R Eo FO 9E FORE DES Hae DHA TS OEERDE WCE Advanced 
PO ee WN 6 05 :3.i.2chi3, ee HAYES S 2 6 POWER wee Jewel 
Maybe It’s Because—*‘Along Fifth Avenue” BVC 
Merry Go Round Waltz Shapiro 
My One & Only Highland Fling—*“Barkleys of Broadway”. .H. Warren 


Tut Your Shoes On Lucy 
Khiders in the Sky 

So In Love—*‘‘Kiss Me Kate” 
Some Enchanted Evening— 
Swiss Lullaby 

Wedding Day 


“South 


Bourne 
5h BP-Gk eo Morris 
ree Te er fT. 5: arms 
Williamson 

Southern 
Famous 


Pacific’ 


The remaining 20 songs, based on Richard Himber’s new development 


Always True to You In My Fashion 


Cruising Down the River Spitzer 
Everytime I Meet You—*“Beautiful Blonde Bashful Bend” Feist 
Four Winds and the Seven Seas Lombardo 
Girl From Jones Beach—*“Girl From Jones Beach” Harms 
The Heart of Loch Lomond Crawtord 
Hurry Hurry Hurry Dreyer 
I Didn’t Know the Gun Was Loaded..............cceseseees Lewis 
In the Good Old Summertime Marks 
It’s a Big Wide Wonderful World BMI 
ROE MEM he ecco reta a8 GARD dss kid ww RE WOES PERS O09 TREE Jeacon 
gk a a ee rc eer ere a er Santly 
Love Me, Love Me, Love Me Miller 
LS Bk or on ee are eee Choice 
Portrait of Jennie Chappell 
Red Roses For a Blue Lady Mills 
Saulte Ste Marie phe ab ed Mellin 
RE, BAP OIN ck inns ce Coie ces ee de we nee ea pie ~ewe’ Warren Pub. 
You Broke Your Promise Pic 
You're Heartless Mills 





i Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


SHEA.QUITS AS ASCAP 
WESTERN MANAGER 


Hollywood, June 21. 

Larry Shea resigned Monday 
(20) as western division manager 
of ASCAP, effective July 1. Rea- 
son given was “inability see eye-to- 
eye with recently named general 
sales manager Jules Collins on re- 
organization of officers set up 
around the country.” 

Shea has been with ASCAP since 
1942. Before that time he was ad- 
vertising and merchandising man- 
ager of Fred Waring Enterprises. 
electric appliance firm. 


Goodman Gets London OK 


London, June 26. 
Ministry of Labor has okayed the 
permit for Benny Goodman at the 





London Palladium after scttling 
rival claims of the Musicians’ 
Union and the Variety Artistes’ 


Federation. 

However, permit is in line with 
edict which does not allow Good- 
man to play anywhere outside the 
Palladium. This rules out any idea 
of one-night stands or a provincial 
tour 





LES PAUL’S REORG 
Chicago, June 21 
Les Paul, who broke up his trio 
recently to fly to Chicago to his 
sick father’s bedside, has reorgan- 
ized his group and will play mid- 
west dates. 


Paul has brought Ruth Ford. 
Zuilarist and vocalist. from the 
the Coast and will pick up bass 


player here. Outfit is being booked 
by General Artists’ Chi office. 

Music Forum and Digest, fne., 
New York, chartered as magazine 
and book publishers in the musie 
and literary field. 











in logginy broadcast performances 


—***Kiss Me Kate” T. B. Harms 





Music Notes 











Allan Jones doing three songs on 
his Victor contract in London, ““Do 
I Love You,” “Bless You My 
Sweet” and “Miss Caroline of the 
Beautiful Long Ago” Andrews 
Sisters getting flat $12,500 for stage 
show at the Hipp, Baltimore, week 
of July 14... Clark Dennis into 
the Thunderbird, Las Vegas, Sept. 
15... Dorothy Sarnoff, Polyna 
Stoska, Brian Sullivan, Norman At- 
kins to sing Kurt Weill’s musical 
version of Elmer Rice’s “Street 
Scene” at Hollywood Bow! Aug. 20 
.. . Dmitri Tiomkin scoring “Gun 
Crazy” for King Bros. Maria 
Marto, concert Colatura, has cleffed 
novelty number, “Spaghetti,” 
Which she'll add to her repertory. 

Clark Dennis starts a two-week 


stint at the Las Vegas Thunder- 
bird Sept. 1 Dick and Gene 
Wesson slicing six comedy songs 
for National Records Constan- 
tin Bakaleinikoff recording Fred- 
erick Hollander’s score for “Love 
Is Big Business” at RKO 

Lucien Caillet scoring Para- 
mount’s “Captain China” 
Harry Sukman_ replacing Osear 
Levant as Hollywood Bow! soloist 
for “Rhapsody in Blue.” July 16, 
on Bowl’s “George Gershwin 
Night.” Levant will be spoited 
elsewhere in Bowl series ... Rudy 
Vallee into Commercial hotel, 
Elko. Nev.. week of July 19 
Last Frontier, Las Vegas. has 
Sugar Chile Robinson for two 
weeks starting Aug. 12. 

buddy Pepper will accompany 


Margaret Whiting on 
theatre, N.Y., date in July 

Ben Gage will do singing-narra- 
tion job at Cocoanut Grove on up- 
coming “Salutes” to Rodgers-Ham- 
merstein and Cole Porter ... Mer- 
cury will issue album of Eddie 
Heyman tunes this fall, including 


her Capitol 


“My Silent Love,” “I Cover the Wa- 


terironi,” “Out of Nowhere,” “My 
Love tor you,” and “Through the 
Years.’ 


| Tachino. 


Lombardo’s ‘Sponsor’ 

Guy Lombardo’s favorite rib 
on local radio advertisers who 
utilized records to plug their 
wares locally has to do with a 


bush league Cleveland mer- 
chant who sought out the 
maestro. He was quite de- 


manding, and finally explained 
to the maestro, 

“I feature nothing but Lom- 
bardo records on our program 
here in Cleveland; after all, 
I’m your sponsor!” 


BING’S FLOCK OF N. Y. 
DISKINGS FOR DECCA 


Both Bing Crosby and Dave 
Kapp. recording veepee of Decca, 
returned to Hollywood Saturday 

8 but via different routes. 
Both coincided on completing an 
eastern recording schedule which 
included “Four Winds at the Seven 
Seas,”” backed by “Make Believe 
You Are Glad When You're Sorry,” 








an old Benny Davis-Jack Shilkret 
tune which Bregman, Vocco & 
Conn just took over- from Mills 
Music, the’ original publisher. 
Crosby did these with Carmen 
Cavallaro; he waxed another sea- 
sonal album, “Christmas Greet- 
ings,’ six sides, two each with the 


Sisters, Victor Young's 
orchestra and Simon Rady’s orch. 

Crosby also waxed a couple with 
Fred Waring, these being his final 
cuttings. Titles are being kept sub 


Andrews 


rosa by Kapp for merchandising 
reasons. 
Gregory Peck also has_ just 


Decca-recorded “Lullaby of Xmas,” 


by Charles Tazwell who authored 
“The Small One,” which Crosby 
has already put on wax. He also 
authored “The Littlest Angel’ 


which Loretta Young disked. 

Incidentally, Crosby returned by 
air to Hollywood, with Bill Mor- 
row, his radio writer-producer, one 
of the rare times the singer has 
flown. 





Band Reviews 


JAY JEROME ORCH (5) 
Anita Di Pietro 
Warwick Hotel, Philly 

Jay Jerome, who violined for the 
late Jan Savitt and with Eddy 
Oliver's orch, is breaking in a new 
unit in the Warwick Room at the 
Warwick hotel. Band has an effec- 
tive instrumentation—piano, accor- 
dion. sax and drums (plus the lead- 
er’s violin)—which blends well 
both for the society tempo and the 
rhumba-samba time, much in de- 
mand in the room. 

Vocalist Anita Di Pietro duets 
with Jerome and accordionist Louis 
Latter is spark for the 
Latin music, doing the major vo- 
cals with backing by Jerome and 
the girl. Iachino is also respon- 
sible for the band's arrangements. 

Jerome, whose full tag is Jay 
Jerome Sosenko (brother of Hilde- 
garde’s manager, Anna #Sosenko), 
hails from nearby Camden. He quit 
bandwork after being wounded in 
Africa, and following his discharge 
went to the U. of Pennsylvania's 
Wharton School, where he studied 
industrial relations. 
the right spot to show his wares in 
courting society work. Warwick 
Room gets, a heavy play from the 
well-looted. locals. New orch gave 





evidence of long rehearsals at 
break-in. and rhythms had_ the 


dance floor packed at the supper 
show. Gagh. 





DEL COURTNEY ORCH (14) 
With Ray Adams 
Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City 


Atter a long stand in the Ambas- ‘ 


sador’s Cocoanut Grove in L. A... 
Del Courtney is playing some hotel 
and ballroom dates in the middle- 
west. Crew is in the Terrace Grill 
of the Muehlebach for 
week stand, his first engagement 
in this intimate dinner room. al- 
though Courtney has played other 
dates in town. 


Grill is more than holding its 
own with the Courtney music. as 
its a melodious brand of swing 


which he dishes up. Crew is plenty 
sweet and full with instrumenta- 
tion of three trumpets, pair of 
trombones, four reeds, piano, string 
bass, drums and electric guitar. 
Long suit is the current pops, but 
Courtney portfolio is a bulging one 
and maestro mixes them up to 
please the varied crowd. Biz gets a 
boost, too, from twice nightly 
shows which Courtney stages with 
specialties from the orch. 

Outfit has some extra sparkle in 
work of Bob Moonan, piano: Ray 
Adams, vovals, along with glee club 
and special vocals by Johnny 
Strong and Rick Meyer. 

After the Grill date, Courtney 
works east, with dates in St. Louis. 


Memphis and Chi, and is due in the | 


flotel New Yorker in the fall. 
. Quin. 





He has picked | 


a three-. 





Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


7 
; Weeks poy oon 
| Band Hotel Played Week On Dats 
Eddy Duchin . Waldorf (400; $2)......... veeese- D1 = 2,150 26,975 
Nat Brandwynne*. New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).-.... 8 850 =7,500 
| 3 Suns-Paul Sparr. Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)..... ioe 900 41,300 
| Dick Jurgens . Statler (450: SLS0-S2)..4.cse008 ¢ 1.175 5,600 
Astor (850; $1.50-$2)............ 4 3.925 14,625 
| 


Carmen Cavallaro 


New Yorker, ice revue. t & days. 


Chicago 

Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2 min.-$1.05 cover), 
Still holding to trim 2,000. 

Frankie Masters (Boulevard Rooi, Stevens, 733; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 
sarge convention boosted covers to nifty 4,475. 

Freddy Martin (Beachwalk, Edgewater; $2 admission). Rain and chilly 
weather cut into outdoor spot. Light 5,000. 

Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min.). 
with 3,900 tabs. 

Ted Straeter (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 
New show (Sid Caeser) in Thursday (16), 2,900 covers tor the old show 
with the DeMarcos. 


— 


Tremendous 


Los Angeles 


(Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With 
Warren, Stuart Wade, Tune 


Ben Gage. Ruiz 
Tailors. Fourth 


and 
wk.; 


Jack Fina 
Godfrey, Annette 
smash 4.425 covers. 

Chuck Foster (Biltmore, 900; $1-$1.50). 
good 4.200 covers. 

Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 

Tommy Carlyn (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Southside spot doing well 
with Pittsburgh band; dandy 13,000 admissions. 

Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50-$1 cover). Henny Youngman 
and Gertrude Neissen. Heavy convention trade upped tabs to 4,500 

Teddy Phillips (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). First week of maestro mak- 
ing his seventh return in two years; hefty 15,000 admissions 

Bobby Peters (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.), Prom dates brought biz 
up to fine 1,800. 


Third wk.; up slightly to 


Up to 600 covers. 


(Los Angeles) 


Paul Neighbors (Aragon, Santa Monica, 5th wk.). Okay 3,800 ad- 
missions. , _ 

Harry James (Casino Gardens, Santa Monica; 2d wk.). Steady 6,750 
admissions. 

Russ Morgan (Palladium B., Hollywood; 2d wk.). Increasing 11,200 


admissions. 





Inside Orchestras—Music : 


Tilustrator Edwin Georgi was assigned to illustrate David Lamson’s 
current Satevepost story, “One Last Fling,” and utilized Mrs. Don 
Bestor. wife of the maestro, as the model tor the dancing girl. When 
she saw the canvas, Mrs. Bestor enthused, “I can just feel music in the 
air!’ which apparently was all that artist Georgi, who admits nursing 
suppressed desires to be a songsmith, needed. He sketched in a musical 
filagree, including a few bars of “Comes Your Old Love.” This in turn 
cued maestro Bestor to start it on its road to commercial publication, 
and he personally is waxing it. 


Lige McKelvy, former road manager of Tommy Tucker's orchestra and 
| writer of special material for numerous bands, is the guiding light be- 
hind a mass flight of 50 airplane students in private planes which will 
come into Teterboro Airport, N. J., tomorrow (Thursday). McKelvy, 
president and g.m. of the Prince Aviation Co., Detroit, is tying the 
stunt in with Arthur Godfrey’s championing of amateur flying. Half of 
the students will fly up from Tampa, Fla., and the other 25 from Detroit. 
They'll attend one of Godfrey’s broadcasts in a body. 


Bob Merrill, who composed “Lovers’ Gold,” is a former film director 
for Columbia Pictures and at one time a radio writer. Mertill orig- 
inally wrote both the words and music for “Gold” three years ago, but 
Morty Nevins (The 3 Suns) thought he had a tune that would go better 
with the lyric, which is the one Santly-Joy is publishing. Merrill has 
also written special material for Dorothy Shay and two of his songs 
are in one of her albums, 


Capitol Records’ New York office has formed a softball team, playing 
in a league composed of teams from the legit shows, ‘Mr. Roberts” and 
“Detective Story.” League began operation last Thursday (16), all 
games played at Central Park, N. Y. Cap’s outfit has N. Y. a. & r. man- 
ager Walter Rivers, arranger and musical conductor Pete Rugolo, and 
publicist Dick Linke as members. They beat Charlie Barnet’s team 
twice and the teams of both shows cited above, in warmup games. 

RCA Victor is promoting its recording, ‘“‘The Wedding Song,” via a 
write-in contest in which the contestants have to explain in 25 words 
or less how they proposed to their spouses. The winning couple gets a 
week’s cuffo vacation at the Senator hotel, Atlantic City. RCA will 
judge the letters and there will be winners from each major city. The 
contest will be exploited by disk jockeys throughout the country. 








i 








- + 
4 H ence to sensational proportions. 
Disk Jockey Reviews Today * oy i. established as an 














; influence in the community, 4 
——— (‘ontinued from page 39 —! , . 
_—— pes phase in his career he rao: | 
to draw the biggest local air audi- @¢hieved in New York. Equippe 


mentally, vocally and theatrically 
to handle any and all phases such 
as his program calls for, he is def- 
initely one of'the most powerful 


ence in this area’s history. 
There are plenty who. dislike 
what he says, but that they do lis- 


» j Vi nee j > : » & ° . . 
ue aie “ then 7 : d re /. gos Pd personages in a town which has 
Senn data be te at ae | SeUR Most every thing. Lary. 


at the highest rate in Florida radio 
circles; plus the fact that when he 
goes all out for a “cause” the re- 
turns are overwhelming. Tops of the Tops 
Illustrative is last summer, when | . . , 
he raised a considerable sum for! ~_—— wiak me tel 
Israel, via his program and a mass | Riders in the Sky 
public park rally; his work in local | 
fund raisings.. The topper to his! 
prestige in recent weeks was when 
. . . | 

he had every candidate in a hectic | 
councilman election on his pro-| 
gram, with the crux the fight be- | 
tween an aspirant and an incum- ‘ 
bent labeled a KKK by the former. | Seller on Coin Machines 

| 

' 

| 





Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Riders in the Sky” 


“Most Requested” Disk 
“Riders in the Sky” 


Whether it be shrewd handling, “Riders in the Sky” 
jockeying or utilization of a trend 7 
\that had to come out in a growing | Best British Seller 
‘community, Gray built his audi-' “Lavender Blue” 


“7 
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Few Curbs For 


Bandleaders 
At AFM Parley 


American Federation of Musi- 
cians annual convention, which 
ended 10 days ago in San Fran- 
cisco, passed few new resolutions 
that pertain to or restrict name 
pandleaders or booking agencies. 


A fairly large number of bylaw 
proposals, only a few of which 
on the floor 


were argued openly 
and which would have had a sharp 
effect, were killed or tabled for 
future consideration. Among them 
was one which would have elimi- 
name band remote broad- 
almost completely. 

This proposal would have al- 
lowed only those stations which 
employ live musicians to receive 
remote dance band broadcasts. In 
the event a station did not employ 
live tooters it would be restricted 
to taking live music off a chain 
origination only in the event the 


nated 
casts 


program involved was commer- 
cially sponsored, The idea was 
nullified. 


Perhaps the most important re- 
solution relative to name band 
problems to be passed was one that 


demands written two-week notice 
from a leader when he fires a 
sideman. Apparently, there have 


been so many arguments between 
maestros and employees over 
whether notice was given, with 
only the word of each as evidence, 
that from Sept. 15 on written 
advice is a must. 

Another not listed in last week’s 
results of the convention makes it 
mandatory upon the agency which 
pooks a travelling band to list upon 
the back of the contract the name, 
address and telephone number of 
the secretary of the local in whose 
jurisdiction the band booked is 
travelling. This obviously is to 
eliminate excuses of bandleaders 
who fail to pay the local proper 
travelling band taxes. They will 
not have the excuse that no one 
showed up at a date to collect the 
tax and they didn’t know where 
to send it. 





Vogel Seeks to Clarify 
‘Memphis Blues’ Rights 


Who owns the renewal rights to 
“Memphis Blues?” That’s a poser 
which Jerry Vogel Music Co. seeks 
to have clarified through a _ suit 
filed in N. Y. federal court Fri- 
day (17) against W. C. Handy and 
the Handy Bros. Music Co. 


Handy wrote the music on Sept. 
28, 1912, aceording to the com- 
plaint, and in 1913 assigned the 
tune to Theron C. Bennett, who 
brought in the late George A. Nor- 
ton to write the lyrics. Benneit, 
who published the number, se- 
cured all rights from Norton. 
Upon expiration of the original 
copyright term in 1941, Norton's 
son, Charles E. Norton, became co- 
owner of the tune through obtain- 
ing the renewal rights as did 
Handy. The same _ year, it’s 
claimed, the younger Norton as- 
signed his rights to Vogel. 


Vogel wants the court to issue 
a final judgment to declare the 
respective rights of both parties. | 
Complaint also states that Handy | 
Should account for all the proceeds 
under the renewal term during 
which Handy published the song, 
which is also called ‘Mister | 
Crump. As a final sally, Vogel | 
seeks a court ruling naming him | 
bo-owner and co-publisher. 

W. C. Handy, through his at- 
torney, Edward Abbe Niles, denied 
Vogel's claim of co-ownership. 
Handy said, however, that he had 
great respect for the elder George 
Norton and would have taken care 
of his son if he had come to him 
directly, irrespective of the merit 
of his claims. 





_ Dick Mills’ Shift 
ag ichard Mills, formerly with 
Mills Music’s business department 
Im an executive capacity, shifts 
over to the professional side to 
take charge of hillbilly and race | 
Songs as well as the promotion of 
folk music. Post is a newly cre- 
ated one; Mills never maintained 
such a division in the past. 

Richard Mills, incidentally, is 
the son of company veepee Irving 
oe Latter arrived in N. Y. 
rom the Coast last week on his 
annual N. Y. visit. 





Tin Pan Alley 
































































































































ler, Boston, due into Rice hotel, 
Houston, July 26 for four weeks 

. Slyvan Spira joined staff of 
Maypole Music Mitch Ayers 
and Lou Dreyer, son of Dave 
Dreyer, won member-guest golf 
tourney at Pomonok, G. C., George 
Paxton and Tuttie Camarata, of 
London Records, second, and Dee 
Belline - Jim Strafaci, third... 
Gene Williams band _ into Old 
Orchard Beach, Me., July 11 for 
two weeks ... Hal MeIntyre’s oreh 
into Capitol theatre, N. Y., June 30 

. Morris Music had three tunes 


on “Hit Parade” Saturday (18)— 

“Riders in the Sky,” “Careless 

Hands” and “How It Lies.” 
Hollywood 


Jack Monan orch inked for Som- 
erset House. Formerly known as 
The Four of Us, group played 
Pump Room, Chi, past six years... 
Emil Coleman's orch goes into Co- 


coanut Grove July 5. . . Chuck 
Foster band, currently at Biltmore 
Bowl, signed exclusive recording 


;contract with Vocalion. 


policy, with Harry Cool and Mel 


Brandt Trio teeing off July 1...) 


Bob Berkey into Buckeye Lake, 
Columbus, O., July 22 for two 
weeks ... Herbie Fields held over 
at Flame Club, St. Paul, until July 
3... Raymond Scott has two- 
weeker at Blue Note, July 25... 
Nate Kale, formerly of MGM and 
Columbia Records, moves over to 
Tower to handle promotion... 
Teddy Phillips marks his seventh 
return in two years at the Aragon 
._.. Shep Fields set for week of 
July 8 at the Martinique .. . Dar- 
win Dane joins Tommy Reed orch 
as soloist . Don Haynes takes 


over promotion for Martinique, 
Charlie Ventura orch and _ the 
| Wagners. 


Via Lago reopened for dancing 
July 18 with Gay Claridge orch set 
for the warm months... Charlie 
Spero replaces Boyce Brown on 
sax with the Chet Roble combo... 
Mitch Miller, head of Mercury 
a&r, in town to cut Two-Ton Baker 
disks . Wayne Gregg heads 
‘west to Omaha and Peony Park, 


e 
———— ARIETY | = | | | | mt | | 3 | | Switch on Flock 
Survey of retail disk best 7 |e) |O} . 
sellers, based on reports ob- i) sia | 3 ; 0 } i212 M 
tained from leading stores in ,i jie/s 5 | ls Isislial | ore nh unes 
12 cities and showing com- Sig = | pe lo] | = ala | & | c Db T 
parative sales rating for this Migianiszle i sile&lsleziaeiai 5 With , i ivati 
te ig agin My 7 eizi|s ie l/2/8/B8)/8| 5 ]2 S oO ‘ith songs of foreign derivation 
5 F = |S Z S| Hh © “ a ei ¢ T having proved themselves in the 
rifialel.|a] 5 Eb | ® & ras S A U. S. market, a number of new 
W m A és) | 5 S a 7 ee = ri |S . L tunes with an international flavor 
National eek Ending Tizlalsigieisisilieis |e have cropped up recently. These 
Rating J & ce 3 3 “ = = = % Pp include German, Jewish, Mexican 
June 18 : pA © a = < aes s 4 l oO and Italian sources given a Tin 
Ss do s c 5 = & | & wn = « ® I Pan alley switch 
This Last pis i< (Si sia im igi gitiaeis| The Mexican “Sobre Les Olas,” 
My a a oan w - . — ca = - = 4» pied ; ‘al N re eS ias, 
wk. wk. Artist, Label. Title o G s S - E k z 3 s ~ 5 : bette r known as the old “over the 
——— <= sisal anne aemceanene eee merere uated mf a : , = waves music lesson piece, by 
VAL GHN MONROE (Victor) Juvenito Rosas, is the basic melody 
. a. “Riders in the Sky” . 1 1 1 1 1 9 1 1 8 1 1 105 of “Merry-Go-Round Waltz” (Sha- 
; GORDON JENKINS (Decca) SS — - piro - Bernstein and “Kiss Me 
‘ 3 “Again” ° » » » ; ‘ . ; Goodnight” Peter Maurice) 
: a. a tert seees 6 2 2 3 “ey ’ : 
PERRY COMO Victor) aye ae iss hana ai ius eee 
3 9 =anniie Giinahedl emia ; ; yric adaptation by Jimmy Ken- 
Sditaipsspulace tags ie ~rneranteers steam} a i so. = © F 3 i: B ss = 6 59 nedy, while Desmond O'’Conno 
YT ‘ ¥ eee atin a . 
M. WHITING-J. MERCER (Cap) and Harold Fields collabed 
4 6 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” ce oe ws S32Ss& std Ss 45 “Goodnight.” gue yg 
: , os Se ee a : “ae - Tiers nentia ons The bierstube oldie, “Schnitzel- 
5. See Me i _Eyes 5 : = : 6 7 4 is 43 bank Song,” has been given a face- 
a BING CROSBY Decca) a a eee ee a) oe lifting by Dick Hardt and. Moe 
6A r “Some Enchanted Evening”. gy 1 2 7 25 Jaffe and is now known as “Oh You 
RUSS MORGAN (Decca) ~ Se - aoe Sweet One” (General Music). 
6B 6 “Forever and Ever” 10 6 6 10 4 5 25 Nerina thareaiend re sidigagcien, i siestiquaed chet 
MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) ——— soa x nadie ie eke Mk 
. - cn Wkahiaiek Gee” ‘ . ‘ . - treatment by Sammy Gallop and is 
7 i 2S a a, 2 now called “That Wonder vir 
PERRY COMO (Victor) —_— _ of Mine” (Su ——_. ” 
8A 13 “Bali Ha’i” 7 6 Bt 8 7 2: : : . “ee 
; ; 2 a8 ee _ a 23 Sunny Skylar and T. Genaro 
MEL TORME ‘'Capitol) took the italian “La Matinata” and 
‘8B_ 9 * Again 45 5 . & se 45 4 ; 2 23 transplanted it here as “You're 
D. SHORE-B. CLARK (Columbia) ~——— Sreaking My Heart’ (Mellin 
9 5 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” ia 5 9 3 20 | Music’. “Susy,” taken from the 
—BING CROSBY (Decca) a —  — - Italian song of the same name was 
10 8 “Bali Ha’i” . 3 4 15 adapted in England by Scott Monte 
7 ~ PERRY COMO ‘| Victor) - 7 - a Suklishere i oiek cx to 
11 ***A’—You'’re Adorable” is 10 ' 4 7 9 14 We te is ena Mc : 1 ight “ 
SR. 6s You're’ cseeeeeee es WD. ee ee ee ee ee ste ere rights 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) — Mills Musie. Apia ia 
12 17 ‘Everywhere You Go Sarerese re eee 9 9 _ _ _ 2 . 13 In addition to these, Leeds Musie 
| G. JENKINS-STARDUSTERS (D) 7 is coming out with four new 
13... “Because You Love Me” ae ee se 1 10 French numbers. “Danse Avec 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) Moi,” written by Francis Lopez for 
114A “Bali. Ha’i” — 2 9 the French film “Jenny Lamour.” 
———_C eI Ty wa rhe tune has been given an Eng- 
14B 15 “Cruising Down the River” 10 10 4 9 — ‘“ 7 hres Evans rq a 
14D 10 we Ahn ce Bie MB a ye aS ole e Again. “Je N’en 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) Connais pian 98 
: Vic I ury) ais Pas La Fin” by Marquerite 
15A _ sou've Breaking My Heart a ae 3 8 Monot with an English lyric by 
MEL TORME (Capitol) William Roy, has been tagged as 
1I5B_.. “Four Winds and Seven Seas” 3 8 (“All We Shared Was) One Little 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) — Dance.” Jerry Seelen has put 
16A 11 “Room Full of Roses” - 7 4 7 English words to_ Henri Betti’s 
~——~j. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) nt ag Pong AR cag gy Pa 
16B 10 ‘**A’—You’re Adorable” es 8 10 7 a mee anaer ” origina 
16B 5, UE BARRON ALG-M) _—. ae Pasay ~ re Mais Qu’est Ce 
sUE B:/ N (M-G- Jue,” also by >tti, wit ‘renc 
16C __ “You're So Understanding”. ....._-- 4 ie 7 lyric by Edith Piaf, hectues an 
TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) an English translation by Mitchell 
17A “The Hucklebuck”.. .. errr? oe 8 8 a a Parish and will be published in 
— E. KNIGHT-B. CROSBY (Decca) eit aha ne ee America as “Love Madam.” 
17B “Mow Uiee”............-.--+5 s+) 22 2 9* ss 5 6 Two British numbers are also 
BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) Slated for U. S. publication by 
17C “Whose Girl Are You?”.......... 5 6 ee ee ee 
: —__—___ - Lilli Marlene,” published in Eng- 
i 2 4 5 land by Cox and Box with words 
FIVE TOP | SOUTH PACIFIC | KISS ME, KATE | CONNECTICUT MANHATTAN SUPPER CLUB os by T — a and 
YANKEE TOWER FAVORITES Johnny Reine. e other song, 
Broadway Cast Broadway Cast . : It Happened in Adano,”  pub- 
ALBUMS | Bing Crosby Gerdon Jenkins Perry Come lished by Leeds’ London affiliate 
Columbia Columbia Decca Decca Victor Peter Maurice, was written by Don 
Peloni and Harold Fields. 
; R Mills Music has “Analita (From 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies Barranquilla),” which was adapted 
(Based on Points Earned) -from the Dvorsky catalog by Jaro- 
i — Slav Jezek and Richard Adler, due 
No. iNGe " for lice S 
Label Records Points | Lobel Records Points was aieaily wien “O a Ml 
GAN |, ; caxsearanceenensde 5 207 | Columbia ............----. 2 33 Si Spivam.” _ 
DE occ xcaiacnpebneeneers :) 202 | M-G-M ........... seeecees. . 2 13 
Capitol .........ccccccecees: 6 116 | Mercury oi 8 
Lawrence Does English 
| Lyric to French ‘Blane’ 
July 22... . Art Kassell hies out | jack Lawrence h rit : 
to Blue Moon, Wichita, July 15 for jangiish I ye ag tows aon “% 
| e a 10 days... Mills Bros. has date at L. oe a ayric to the French Ah, 
Fox. Detroit, June 24 before going | Petit Vin Blane, known during 
: into Radio City, Minneapolis, July the war to U. S. service personnel 
New Veek Chicago 8 Louis Jordan cancelled out . The — Song.” Mutual 
fle | _ gga _ his Oriental theatre date, July 20, Music is publishing the tune in 
Al Donahue’s band, now at Stat Casa Bonita reinstates show with maestro taking off after July the U. S. 


8 for at least three-week rest. English title is “Lingering Down 


the Lane.” 


Pittsburgh | ~- 


Don Trimarkie Trio, with Tri- 
markie on accordion, Joe Negri on 
guitar and Bud Osbourne on bass, 
back into Hotel Roosevelt’s Fiesta 
Room, replacing Bill Bickel’s Star- 
liters who open tonight (Tues.) at 
the Pines for the summer .. .Larry 
Green’s band into Bill Green’s with 
Savannah Churchill and the King 
Odom 4... Dick Nussbaumer fill- 
ing in for vacationing Nelson 
Maples on the piano at Cork and 
Bottle ... Sons of Pioneers set for 
week of July 15 at Bill Green’s 
.. . Walter Gabel orch had option 
picked up again at Ankara... . 
Lee Kelton’s WJAS staff band into 





Ballroom Ops’ Convention 


Chicago, June 21. 

Annual convention of the Na- 
tional Ballroom Operators Ass’n 
will be expanded into a three-day 
huddle Oct. 4, 5 and 6, here. For- 
merly the Midwest Ballroom Op- 
erators, Organization has now 
taken on national scope and will 
try and iron out a better deal on 
ASCAP payments, lifting of 20% 
tax, and other problems. 
_ Several of the largest danceries 
in this area have been up for sale, 
but on a whole business has been 





Kennywood Park for a limited en- fair. 

gagement ... Tommy Reynolds, 

veteran one-man band, into Nite , 

Court of Fun for run . trom- Phil Lang, arranger of “High 
bonist Tommy Turk, after a lot of Button Shoes” and “Annie Get 


touring with Norman Granz_ jazz Your Gun,” will conduct classes in 
has rejoined Deuces Wild at Carni- band-arranging at the U. of Michi- 
val Lounge. , gan this summer. 
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legends and other basic background information, attendant to the compilation 


and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 
Cavalcade started publication serially 
slipped and filed for future reference. 


6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 


lt is suggested that these installments be 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may not 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


1914—Continued 


By the Waters of Minnetonka. 


w.. J. M. Cavanass. Mm., Thurlow 
Lieurance Phila.: Theo. Presser 
Co., cop. 1914. 

Can’t Yo' Heah Me Callin’, 


Caroline. w., William H. Gardner. 


m.. Caro Roma. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1914. ; 

Cecile Waltz. m., Frank W. 
McKee. G Ricordi & Co., cop. 
1914 


Duna. w., Marjorie Pickhall. m., 
Josephine McGill. London: Boosey 
& Co., Ltd., cop. 1914. 

Face to Face with the Girl of 
My Dreams. w., m.,_ Richard 
Howard. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., 
Inc., cop. 1914. 

Fido is a Hot Dog Now. w., 
Charles McCarron and Thomas J. 
Gray. m., Raymond Walker. Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1914. 

The Garden of Your Heart. w., 
Edward Teschemacher. m., Francis 
Dorel. London: Boosey & Co., Ltd., 
cop. 1914. 

Goodbye, Girls, 
(Chin-Chin). w., 


I’m Through 
John Golden. m., 
Ivan Caryll. London: Chappell & 
Co., Ltd., cop. 1914. 

He’s a Devil in His Own Home 
Town. w., Grant Clarke and Irving 
Berlin. «m., Irving Berlin. Water- 
son, Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. 
1914. 

He’s a Rag Picker. w., m., 
Berlin. Waterson, 
Co., cop. 1914. 

I Love the Ladies. w., Grant 
Clarke. m., Jean Schwartz. Water- 
son, Berlin & Smyder Co., cop. 
1914. 


Irving 
Berlin & Snyder 
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I Want to Go Back to Michigan 
—Down en the Farm. w., m., Irving 
Berlin. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co., cop. 1914. 

I Wonder Where My Lovin’ Man 
Has Gone. w., Earle C. Jones. m., 
Richard Whiting and Charles L. 
Cooke. Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
cop. 1914. 

Vll Do It All Over Again. w., A. 
imine Brown. m., Albert Gum- 
ble. Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 
1914. 

In the Town Where I Was Born. 
w., Dick Howard and Billy Tracey. 
m., Al Harriman. F. B. Haviland 
Pub. Co., cop. 1914. 


The Land of My Best Girl. w., 
Ballard MacDonald. m., Harry 
Carroll. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 
Inc., cop. 1914. 

A Little Bit of Heaven, Sure 
They Call It Ireland. w., J. Keirn 
Brennan. m., Ernest R. Ball. M. 
Witmark & Sons, cop. 1914. 

Mary, You're a Little Bit Old 
Fashioned. w., Marion Sunshine. 
m., Henry I. Marshall. Jerome H. 
Remick & Co., cop. 1914. 

Missouri Waltz. w., J. R. Shan- 
non. m., Frederick Knight Logan 
“trom an original melody procured 
by John Valentine Eppell.” Chi- 
cago: Forster Music Publisher, 
Inc., cop. 1914 by Frederick 
Knight Logan; assigned 1915 to 
F. A. Forster. 

Moonlight on the Rhine (One 
Girl in a Million). w., Bert Kalmar 
and Edgar Leslie. m., Ted Snyder. 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1914. 

On the 5:15. w., Stanley Murphy. 
m., Henry I. Marshall. Jerome H. 
Remick & Co., cop. 1914. 

On the Good Ship Mary Ann. w., 
Gus Kahn. m., Grace LeBoy. 
Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 
1914 

Poor Pauline. w., 
Carron m., Raymond Walker. 
Broadway Music Corp., cop. 1914. 

Rebecca of Sunny-Brook Farm. 
w., Seymour Brown m., Albert 
Gumble. Jerome H. Remick & 
Co., cop. 1914. 

Roll Them Cotton Bales. w., 
James W. Johnson. m., J. Rosa- 
mond Johnson. Jos. W. Stern & 
Co., cop. 1914. 

St. Louis Blues. w., m., W. C. 
Handy. Handy Bros. Music Co., 
Inc., cop. 1914 by W. C. Handy. 

Shadowland. Piano solo. m., 
Lawrence B. Gilbert. Leo Feist, 
Inc., cop. 1914 by Charles W. 
Homeyer & Co., Boston; assigned 
1915 to Leo Feist, Inc. 

Sister Susie’s Sewing Shirts for 
Soldiers. w.. R. P. Weston. m., 
Hermann FE. Darewski. T._ B. 
Harms, and Francis, Day & Hunter, 
cop. 1914 by Francis, Day & Hun- 
er. 

The Song of Songs—Chanson du 
Coeur Brise. English words, Clar- 
ence Lucas; French words, Maurice 
Vancaire. m., Moya [pse ud. of 
Harold Vicars]. London: Chappell 
& Co., Ltd., cop. 1914. 

The Springtime of Life 
Debutante). w., Robert B. 
m., Victor Herbert. G. 
Inc., con. 1914. 

Sweet Kentucky Lady. w., Wil- 
liam Jerome. m., Louis A. Hirsch. 
M. Witwark & Sons, cop. 1914. 

Sylvia. w., Clinton Scollard. m., 
Oley Speaks. G. Shirmer, Inc., cop. 
1914. 


Charles Mc- 


(The 
Smith. 
Schirmer, 
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lCo., cop. 


|; as a 


_dise). w., 


| Eddie). w., 


Tell it All Over Again (The | 


Only Girl). w., Henry Blossom. m., 
Victor Herbert. M. Witmark & | 
Sons, cop. 1914. 

There’s a Little Spark of Love 
StiH Burning. w., Joe McCarthy. | 


m., Fred Fisher. Leo Feist, Inc., | 
cop. 1914. 
They Didn’t Believe Me (The' 


Girl from Utah). w., Herbert Reyn- 
olds. m., Jerome ‘Kern. Remick | 
Music Corp., cop. 1914 by T. B. 
Harms & Francis, Day & Hunter; 
assigned 1916 to Jerome H. Remick 
& Co. 

This Is the Life. w., m., Irving 
Berlin. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
1914. 

Tip-Top Tipperary Mary. w., 
Ballard MacDonald. m., Harry Car- 
roll. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., cop. 
1914. 

Too-ra-loo-ra-loo-ral, That’s An 
Irish Lullaby (Shameen Dhu). w., 
m., J. R. Shannon. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1914. 

Way Out Yonder in the Golden 
West. w., m., Percy Wenrich. Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1914. 

When It’s Night Time Down in 
Burgundy. w., Alfred Bryan. m., 
Herman Paley. Jerome H. Remick 
& Co., cop. 1914. 

When It’s Night Time in Dixie 
Land. w., m., Irving Berlin. Water- 
son, Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. 
1914. 


When the Angelus Is Ringing. 
w., Joe Young. m., Bert Grant. 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1914. 


When You're Away 
Girl). w., Henry 
tor Herbert. M. 
cop. 1914 

When 


(The Only 
Blossom. m., Vic- 
Witmark & Sons, 


You’re Wearing the Ball 


and Chain (The Only Girl). w., 
Harry B. Smith. m., Victor Her- 
bert. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. | 
1914. 


When You Wore a Tulip and I 
Wore a Big Red Rose. w., Jack 
Mahoney. m., Percy Wenrich. Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1914. 

You’re More Than the World to 
Me. w., Jeff Branen. m., Alfred 
Solman. Joe Morris Music Co., cop. 
1914. | 

You Planted a Rose in the Gar- 
den of Love. w., J. Will Callahan. 
m., Ernest R. Ball. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1914. 





For the first time citizens had to 
pay income tax, following an 
amendment to the Constitution 
which 42 of the 48 states ratified 
(three States—Utah, Rhode Island 
and Connecticut—rejected it). In- 
dividual payments amounted to 
$28,253,535 (about 2% of the total 
individual income tax in 1929), and 
were paid by 357,598 individuals 
(about 10° of the number of 
payees in 1929). Internal Revenue 
receipts in 1948 exceeded 46 bil- 
lion. 

The Panama Canal opened to 
traffic, but due to the war (which 
began in this year) and periodic 
landslides, it was not officially de- 
clared open until 1920. 

A familiar sight was one of 
Henry Ford’s Model T flivvers, of 
which there were now about half | 
a million, and which soon were 
produced in astronomical quanti- 
ties. Meantime Ford made the sen- 
sational move of paying a mini- | 
mum $5 wage per 8-hour day. 

Great increases in advertising 
revenue (partially due to the auto- 
mobile), punchier advertising copy, 
“efficiency methods” in production, 


and stronger salesmanship were 
the order of the day. 
“Billy” (W. A.) Sunday, ex-base- 


ball player, embarked on his ca-* 
reer as a sawdust trail evangelist. 

The tango was added to popular 
dance repertoires, 


Film houses sprang up every- 
where, just as music halls had 
been the rage 30 years before. 
Samuel Rothafel (Roxy) took 
charge of the Strand theatre, N. Y.. | 


and the era of de luxe houses be- 
gan. Meantime Theda Bara was 
starred in “Destruction” (Fox | 
Films), and started her film career 
“vamp.’ 

Vaudeville patrons saw 


Fannie | 


| Brice and the Four Marx Brothers. | 


On the stage the ranking produc- | 
tions were “Chin Chin,” “Daddy 
Long Legs,” “It Pays to Adver- 
tise,” “The Outcast’’ with Elsie 
Ferguson, and “Experience.” 


1915 

All for You (The Princess Pat). | 
w., Henry Blossom. m., Victor 
Herbert. M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 

15 

Along the Rocky Road to Dublin. 
w., Joe Young. m., Bert Grant. 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1915. 

America I Love You. w., Edgar | 
Leslie. m., Archie Gottler. Kalmar 
& Puck Music Co., Inc., cop. 1915. 

Araby. w., m., Irving Berlin. 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1915. 

Auf Wiedersehn (The Blue Para-| 
Herbert Reynolds. m.. 
Sigmund Romberg. G. Schirmer, 
Inc., cop. 1915. 

Babe in the Wood (Very Good 
Jerome Kern and 


/T. B. Harms & Francis, 


|coeur est pour toi. 


| Princess Pat). w., 


| Remick & Co., cop 


,and William Dillon. m.. 


Sons, cop. 


| Fred Fisher. 


Schuyler Greene. m., Jerome Kern. 
Day & 
Hunter, cop. 1915. 

Back Home in Tennessee. w., 
William Jerome. m., Walter Don- 
aldson. Waterson, Berlin & Snyder 
Co., cop. 1915. 

By Heck. w., L. 
m., S. R. Henry, Jos. 
Co., cop. 1915. 

Canadian Capers.: w., m., Gus 
Chandler, Bert White and Henry 
Cohen. Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
cop. 1915 by Roger Graham, Chi- 
cago; assigned 1921 to Jerome H. 
Remick Co. 

Close to My Heart. w., Andrew 
B. Sterling. m., Harry Von Tilzer. 
Harry Von Tilzer Music Pub. Co., 
cop. 1915. 


Wolfe Gilbert. 
W. Stern & 





| Machree. w., 


Don’t Bite the Hand That’s Feed- | 


ing You. w., Thomas Hoier. m., 
James Morgan. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 
1915. 

Down 
Palms, w, 
Abe Olman. 
1915. 

Down in Bom-Bombay. w., Bal- 
lard MacDonald. m., Harry Carroll. 
Shapiro, Bernstein 
1915. 

The Girl On the Magazine 
(Stop! Look! Listen!). w., m., Irv- 
ing Berlin. Waterson, Berlin & 
Snyder Co., cop. 1915. 

Hello, Frisco! w., Gene Buck. 
m., Louis A. Hirsch. M. Witmark 
& Sons, cop. 1915. 

Hello, Hawaii, How Are You? 
yv., Bert Kalmar and Edgar Leslie. 
m., Jean Schwartz. Waterson, Ber- 
lin & Snyder Co., cop. 1915. 

How’d You Like to Spoon With 
Me? (The Earl and the Girl). w., 
Edward Laska. m., Jerome D. 
Kern. T. B. Harms Co., cop. 1915. 

I Didn’t Raise My Boy to be a 
Soldier. w., Alfred Bryan. m., Al 
Piantadosi. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 
1915. 

I’ve Been Floating Down the Old 
Green River (Maid in America). 
w., Bert Kalmar. m., Joe Cooper. 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1915. 

In a Monastery Garden. Orch. 
composition. m., Albert William 
Ketelbey. London; J. H. 
cop. 1915. 


Among the Sheltering 
James Brockman, m., 
Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 


| Last). w., 


& Co., cop. | 
| Charles E. King. Honolulu, 


| time). w., P. 


Larway, | 


In the Gold Fields of Nevada. | 


v., Edgar Leslie. m., 
ler. Maurice 
cop. 1915. 

Ireland is Ireland to Me. w., 
Fiske O’Hara and J. Keirn Bren- 
nan. m., Ernest R. Ball. M. Wit- 
mark & Sons, cop. 1915. 

It’s Tulip Time in Holland. w., 
Dave Radford. m., Richard A. 
Whiting. Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
cop. 1915. 


Abrahams Music Co., 


Keep the Home-Fires Burning. | wee 


w., Lena Guilbert Ford. m., Ivor 


Novello. Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. | g 
Hopwood &| & 
edition | “sea 


| ae 


1914 by Ascherberg, 
Crew, Ltd., London; new 
cop. 1915 by Ascherberg Hopwood 
& Crew, Ltd. 


Archie Gott- | 


The Ladder of Roses (Hip, Hip, | 


Hooray). w., R. H. Burnside. m., 
Raymond Hubbell. T. B. Harms & 
Francis, Day & Hunter, cop. 1915. 

The Little House Upon the Hill. 
w., Ballard MacDonald and Joe 
Goodwin. m., 
Bernstein & Co., cop. 1915. 

Love, Here Is My Heart!—Mon 
English w., 
Adrian Ross. m., Lao Silesu. Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1915 by Ascher- 
berg, Hopwood & Crew 
don. 

Love Is the Best of All (The 
Henry Blossom. 
m., Victor Herbert. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1915. 

Memories. w., 


; Gustave Kahn. m., 
Egbert Van 


Alstyne. Jerome H. 
1915. 


, Ltd., Lon-| 


M-O-T-H-E-R, a Word that Means | 


the World to Me. w.. 

Johnson. m., Theodore 

Leo Feist. Inc., cop. 
My Little Girl. w. 


1915. 


Tilzer. 
1915. 
My Mother’s Rosary. w. 
Lewis. m., George W. Meyer. 
erson, 
1915. 
Neapolitan Love 
Princess Pat). w.., 
m., Victor Herbert. 
1915. 
Norway. w., Joe McCarthy. m., 


Broadway Music Corp., cop. 


Wat- | 
Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. 


Song (The 


1915. 

The Old Refrain. 
popular song transcribed for violin 
and piano by Fritz Kreisler. Car] 
| Fisher, Inc., cop. 1915 by Charles 
Foley. 

On the Beach at Waikiki. w., G. 
H. Stover. m., Henry 
Honolulu; Bergstrom 
Ltd., cop. 1915. 


Leo Feist, Inc., cop. | 


Howard | 
F. Morse. | 


, Sam M. Lewis. 
Albert Von | 


Harry Puck. Shapiro, | 


Sam M.| § 





Henry Blossom. | 
M. Witmark & | 





A Viennese | 


IDONTSEEME 


Kailimai. | 
Music Co., | 


Pack Up Your Troubles in Your | 
Old Kitbag and Smile, Smile, Smile, | 


w., George Asaf. m., Felix Powell. 
London; Chappell & Co., 
1915 by Francis, Day & Hunter. 
The Perfect Song. w.. 
Lucas. m., 
don; Chappell 
1915; new edition, cop. 
Chappell & Co., Ltd. 


Clarence | 
Joseph Carl Breil. Lon- | 

& Co., Ltd., cop.| 
1929 by | 


Ltd., cop. | 


Piney Ridge. w., Ballard Mac- | 


Donald. m., Halsey K. Mohr, 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., cop, 
1915. 

Put Me to Sleep With an Old 
Fashioned Melody. w., Sam M. 


Lewis and Dick Howard. m., Harry 
Jentes. Broadway Music Corp,, 
cop. 1915. 


Ragging the Secale. Piano solo. 
m., Edward B. Claypoole. Artmusic, 
Inc., cop. 1915 by Broadway Music 
Corp.; assigned to Artmusic, Inc. 

Railroad Jim. w., m., Nat H. Vin- 
cent. F. B. Haviland Pub. Co., Inc., 
cop. 1915. 

She’s the Daughter of Mother 
Jeff T. Nenarb. m.,, 
Ball. M. Witmark & 
1915. 

Howard Johnson. m., 
Leo Feist, Inc., cop, 


Ernest R. 
Sons, cop. 

Siam. w., 
Fred Fisher. 
1915. 

So Long Letty (So Long Letty). 
w., m., Earl Carroll. M. Witmark & 
Sons, cop. 1915. 

Some Little Bug Is Going to 
Find You (introduced in: Alone at 
Benjamin Hapgood Burt 
and Roy Atwell. m., Silvio Hein. 
T. B. Harms & Francis, Day & 
Hunter, cop. 1915 

Song of the Islands. w., m.,, 
Hawai- 
ian Islands; Bergstrom Music Co., 
Utd., cop. 1915; assigned 1917 to 
“harles E. King. 

The Sunshine of Your Smile. 
w., Leonard Cooke. m., Lillian Ray, 


T. B. Harms & Francis, Day & 
Hunter, cop. 1915 by Francis, Day 
& Hunter. 


Take Me to the Midnight Cake 
Walk Ball. w., m., Eddie Cox, Ar- 
thur Jackson and Maurice Abra- 
hams. Maurice Abrahams Musie 
Co., cop. 1915. 

There’s a Broken Heart for 
Every Light On Broadway. w., 
Howard Johnson. m., Fred Fisher, 
Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1915. 

There’s a Little Lane Without a 


Turning On the Way to Home, 
Sweet Home. w., Sam M. Lewis. 
m., George W. Meyer. Broadway 


Musie Corp., cop. 1915. 

Throw Me a Rose (Miss Spring- 
G. Wodehouse and 
Herbert Reynolds. m., Emmerich 

(Continued on page 43) 
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from 20th Century-Fox's 
“THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 
FROM BASHFUL BEND" 
Starring BETTY GRABLE 
Written, Produced and Directed by 
PRESTON STURGES 


recorded by 
MARGARET WHITING ....Capitol 
PERRY COMO ........RCA Victor 
BUDDY CLARK 
DICK HAYMES 


GLORIA CARROLL ..Dance-Tone 
LEO FEIST, INC, 
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Kalman. T. B. Harms & Francis, 
'cis, Day & Hunter, cop. 1915. 





Have a Heart (Have a Heart). w., 















-_ . * 
Greshler, Capitol To Air Platters in Lift 
Apollo Records Manufacturing | Of Ba b ‘Lib ty’ 
Co. has filed a $30,000 breach-of- | nl y Der y 
VARIETY contract suit in N.Y. supreme court! Top recording artists who had 
against D Marti ‘esh- disked one or more te 
Survey of retail sheet music c x 3 ee ne or naa ve rege — oe songs ve wr ve me ret 
- a © r, oval . Ss. s ‘ *( “1, 
sales, based on reports obtained 3 © | = is § apito ECOI s. According pew 15 és rving mee: ins 
. ding stores in 12 cities mt Se 6 |O} S pa to papers submitted to the court, | “Miss Liberty” score were lined up 
a in comparative sales 4 a) 3 L| 4 iE 3i6 the plaintiff wants $15,000 from and ready Thursday (17) midnight, 
and , a aad Se tes week “ by a 5 g | S | A | = \0 T Martin for allegedly breaking a and at the stroke of 12 the ban 
rating for this ; s/s SlelSisiSiulslsi2]o 1947 singing pact. A_ similar against radio performances of any 
5 | e = Zioal|@2@ielslz ‘| 3 T amount is sought from Capitol and kind on the melodies was lifted. 
i aA) e | & | S | 3 g/g “ S| gs | Ss A Greshler, the comedian’s personal Disk jocks, who had been marking 
k E . qo; \|s\a -l-im@ils/@l1O;/gxilsel] LB rep, who assertedly induced the ,. ° a ‘ 
Wee nding Sibi elec] 4 > egigield 5 | g performer to disregard his pact wane On the disks, were ready and 
National o O Sic lVis = ~-|\seigis| a P with the rival firm. Martin is Walting to spin them, 
Rating June 18 & é A = w 2. z oO & & v oO teamed with Jerry Lewis, but the Artists and their reps, aware of 
© ee E g 2 : s & n Cc S| 6 t pact was for Martin’s singing serv- the lifting of the ban. were pres- 
This Last . s ~ sin - & © % & E | 2 N ices only, suring jocks from New York to the 
wk. Wk. ‘Title and Publishes 2 = © Ss 3 Ss . = 5 = = | Py I Suit came to light last week Coast, in person, by phone and by 
——— Sn on ene —== — eae ede erreine o BE Bees becuse = in| S when Apollo moved to examine the | Wire, to try to get their platterg 
1 “Riders in the Sky” (M rris) a 5 defendants before trial. Defense | aired first. One N. Y. all-night jock 
io 2 > “Enchanted Evet a” : te ) ee Se Seon Se ee _ 2 a ee eS attorney Andrew Weinberger, in qa had the manager of a well-known 
2 4 4 a ng” | ‘mson ae ee: - 2 2 &@ | a Oe 4 3 103 counter-maneuver, moved to vacate | artist sitting with him waiting for 
3 3 - “Again” ’ (Robbins). . . 4 4 2 8 2 5 2 2 4 5 2 ~ gy the examination. Documents ac- Midnight. 
“4 4 “Forever and Ever” | 7 5 2 6 10 .: «+ «© ££ . le << 7 ae companying the defense motion Berlin had placed a ban on air- 
“5A__5 “Cruising Down River” (Spitzer). 3 9 7 3 5 3 .. 6 8 ..7 6 5B J worne Goacre mad been an agree-| ing the tune, live or via records, 
— a Wy Te. a = a inten aaneeunal ment between Martin and Apollo, until Fred Waring introduced the 
5B 3. C«*S ‘A’—You’re Adorable (Laurel) 6 5 J 5 4 7 a a ee - a 58 but claimed it had not been re- tunes on his General Electric AM 
6 8 “Bali Ha’ 'i” (Williamson). - 8 6 10 6 8 9 7 6 6 7 40 newed. radio show (see Radio Reviews). 
7 7 “Careless Hands” (Melrose). ‘ 464910697 9.. .. 10 2 
3 9 “I Don’t See Me” (Laurel) . *S $$ &§$ | & S&S «..lCUehCUs  -_ -— = . ieee as — 
9 11 “Wonderful Guy” (Williamson) we BS ~ <4 A <a ks a or Ue 9 
Yo 12 “Kiss Me Sweet” (Advanced) at . Sah Bo Sorta eres hy 
li 10 “It's Cold Outside” (Melrose). , mer a Powered a \\\ 
{2 12 “Blue Skirt Waltz” (Mills). aT ae \ y 
13... “Paling With You” (Pickwick) ie eee: Seale in\ 
- ‘\\\\\\ 
Dad. w., William Tracey. m., Nat tn “2 
Vincent. Broadway Music Corp., 
cop. 1916. | 
ong ava Ca e Good-bye, Good Luck, God Bless | 
You. w., J. Keirn Brennan. m., R - N 
Continued from page 42 Ernest R. Ball. M. Witmark & | 
~ Sons, cop. 1916. yb ‘ oe 14” 
Jerome Kern. T. B. Harms & Fran- PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Day & Hunter, cop. 1915. Gene Buck. m., Jerome Kern. T. B. 

Two Laughing Irish Eyes (The; You'd Never Know the Old ponnc & Francis Dey & Hunter. | 349 East 49th St., New York 17 
Princess Pat). w., Henry Blossom.| Home-Town of Mine. w., Howard cop. 1916. ’ | 
m., Victor Herbert. M. Witmark & Johnson. m., Walter Donaldson. | He May Be Old, But He’s Got | 
~_—. o. eel St Flet ee ee Same | Young Ideas. w., m., Howard John- Representatives: 

ndernea e Stars. w., Pieta ; jay iets json, Alex Gerber and Harry BOB WA - = 
Jan Brown. m., Herbert Spencer. | Sweet Girl. w., Andrew B. Sterling. | yentes. Leo Feist. Inc. cop. 1916. RREN-LOU oe es ae FF JOSE GRANSON—Holly wood 
Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. m., Harry Von Tilzer. Harry Von | How’s Ev'ry Little Thing in —Chicago 
1915. Tilzer Music Pub. Co. cop. 1915. | Dixie. w., Jack Yellen. m., Albert This f; f ; . 

We'll Have a Jubilee in My Old : Gumihie. Serene HM. Remick & Co. is firm of young aggressive music men produced one of 
Kentucky Home. w., Coleman The U. S. public debt stad at a/ cop, 1916. | BMI's earliest smash hits, NUMBER TEN LULLABY LANE, 
Goetz. m., Walter Donaldson. mere $1,191,264,000, ot $11.83 per J Can Dance With Everyone But which has since moved into the standard music category. Bob 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co.) capita, the lowest point since the My Wife (Introduced in: Sybil). how 
gen. 1815. Civil War. w., Joseph Cawthorn and John L. Warren, composer of the song, joined the publisher ranks when 
. What : — ne — giana amma or- Golden. m., John L. Golden. T. B. he successfully exploited this number and other outstanding 

e. w., Joe Goodwin. m., lan- | ganization was founded, Harms & Francis, Day & Hunter, 
tadosi. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., David Wark Griffith | produced cop. 1916. | songs, including CITY CALLED HEAVEN. 

Inc., cop. 1915. “The Birth of a Nation (based on I Know I Got More Than My 

When I Leave the World Behind. Dixon’s “The Clansman’) which, | Share. w., m., Grant Clarke and After a period of inactivity the firm recently resumed its ef- 

w., m., Irving Berlin. Waterson, from a box office standpoint, ranks | Howard Johnson. Leo Feist, Inc., forts in publishing and music exploitation with— 


among the first 10 films of all time. 


Berlin & Snyder Co., cop. 1915. 
‘ _ Jess Willard knocked out Jack 


You Know and I Know (Nobody | 








| 


cop. 1916. 
I Want to Marry a Male Quar- 


Home). w., Schuyler Greene. m.,| Johnson after 26 rounds in Ha-' tette (Katinka). w., Otto Hauer 
- vana, Cuba, thereby winning the pach. m., Rudolf Friml. G. Schir- | 
spsseageoae ‘heavyweight title. | mer, Inc., cop. 1916. 


MUSIC- 
BOURNE 


man submarine U-20 fired a single 
torepdo that plowed squarely into 
‘the “Lusitania” and sank her with 


124 were Americans. ; 
Paul Whiteman organized his. 
| famed orchestra, playing what he 
‘called ‘“syncopation,” but what 
_ Was most commonly referred to as 


H Look! Listen!’ with Gaby Deslys, 
and a spectacle at the Hippodrome, 
N. Y., called “Hip, Hip, Hooray.” 
Sousa’s band was in it, as well as a 
'kaleidescope of performers, and in 
one week it grossed $73,600. 
Prices of foodstuffs and other 
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Arrah Go On, I’m Gonna Go 
Back to Oregon. w., Sam M. Lewis 
and Joe Young. m., Bert Grant. 
Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
cop. 1916. 

At the End of a Beautiful Day. 
w., m., William H. Perkins. F. 
Haviland Pub. Co., cop. 1916. 


(Waltz of the Belis) 
s 


THE DREAM OF 
OLWEN 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 




















Baby Shoes. w., - é ; 
1619 Broadway New York 19, N. ¥. | and Ed. Rose. m., Al Piantadosi. die). w., Schuyler Greene and Her- | CHRISTMAS EVERY iT MDa Ming WONDERFUL 
— Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., cop.| bert Reynolds. m., Jerome_Kern. suet ben oe A 
1916. T. B. Harms & Francis, Day & DAY pirnffetvcdte (Peer) 
Bring Me a Rose. w.. m., Charles ae oy . 1916. , a ge > ne (Encore) 
Shisler. Kalinar, Puck & Abrahams Nola. lano solo. m., elix otmar 
/ Consolidated, Inc., cop. 1916. Arndt. Cleveland; Sam Fox Pub. ROCKABYE RANGE OLD FASHIONED SONG 
| The Cobbler’s Song (Chu Chin Co., eg ges = nig — = oun un a 
|Chow). w., Oscar Asche. m., Fred- | signe } to Sam Fox Pub. Co. OR POLKA 
eric Norton. London; Keith, Prowse, Oh! How She Could Yacki, MAY ALL OF YOUR (Pemora) 
& Co., Ltd., cop. 1916. Hacki, Wicki, Woo. w., Stanley DREAMS COME TRUE ROOM FULL OF ROSES 


Down Where the Swanee River 
Flows. w., Charles McCarron and 
Charles S. Alberte. m., Albert Von 


is a Long, Long Time. 
|w., Darl MacBoyle. m., Albert Von 
| Tilzer. Artmusic, Inc.. cop. 1916. 

| Give a Little Credit to Your 


“Forever” 


LAUREL MUSIC ae) 


1619 Broadway. Ne 


2 WY 





1,195 of her passengers, of which | 


Off the coast of Ireland the Ger- | 


| 


1916. 
| 


| in’, Nat’an. 
B. | 


Joe Goodwin | 


If I Knock the “L” Out of Kelly. | 
w., Sam M. Lewis and Joe Young. | 
m., Bert Grant. Waterson, Berlin 
& Snyder Co., cop. 1916. 

Ireland Must Be Heaven, for 
My Mother Came from There. w., 
m., Joe McCarthy, Howard John- 
son and Fred Fisher. Leo Feist, 
Inc., cop. 1916. 

It’s the Irish in Your Eye, It’s 


Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1916. 

Li'l Liza Jane. w., m., Countess 
Ada De Lachau. San Francisco; 
Sherman, Clay & Co., cop. 1916. 

Mammy’s Little Coal Black Rose. 
w., Raymond Egan. m., Richard A. | 
Whiting. Jerome H. Remick & Co., | 


zommodities were rising. cop. 1916. | 
HEARTLESS | M-i-s-s-i-s-s-i-p-p-i. w., Bert) 
1916 'Hanlon, Benny Ryan. m., Harry | 
* Allah’s Holiday (Katinka). w., Tierney. Wm. Jerome Pub. Corp., | Songs to Remember 
TING A LING Otto Hauerbach. m., Rudolf Friml. cop. 1916; assigned 1918 to Leo— 
“= G. Schirmer, Inc., cop. 1916. Feist, Inc. 


Mother (Her Soldier Boy). w.) 
Rida Johnson Young. m., Sigmund 
Romberg. G. Schirmer, Inc., cop. 


Nat’an—for What Are You Wait- 
w., m., James Kendis 
Kendis Music Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 
1916. 

Nodding roses (Very Good Ed- 


Murphy and Charles McCarron. m., 
Afbert Von Tilzer. Broadway Music 
Corp., cop. 1916. 


Poor Butterfly (The Big Show). 


Tilzer. Broadway Music Corp., cop. ; SOMEONE TO LOVE (War 
1916. w., John L. Golden. m., Raymond BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. WHILE WE’RE vanes eens 
Everybody Loves an Irish Song. Hubbell. T. B. Harms & Francis, i YOU'RE SO UNDERSTANDING 

w., m., William J. McKenna. F. B.| Day & Hunter, cop. 1916. 580 Fifth Avenue @esen) 
Haviland Pub. Co., Inc., cop. 1916. Pretty Baby. w., Gus Kahn. m., New York 19, N. Y. YOU'RE MINE (Porgie) 


Tony Jackson and Egbert Van Al- 
styne. Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
cop. 1916. 

(Continued next week) 













SOMEONE T0 LOVE 


Recorded by: 
JO STAFFORD—Capitol 


NOVATIME TRIO—NBC Thesaurus 
FOUR ACES—Lang-Worth 


“jazz.” the Irish in Your Smile. w., Wil- 
In the Chicago River, the steam-! ]jam Dillon. m., Albert Von Tilzer. LANNY & GINGER GREY—Lang-Worth 
“Eastland” overturned and 812 Broadway Music Corp., cop. 1916. 2 
camara lost their lives. | Katinka (Katinka). w., Otto JAN GARBER—Capitol 
Plays of the year included “Stop! Hauerbach, m., Rudolf Friml. G. 





LISTEN TO THE FRED ALLEN SHOW 
Sunday, June 26 


For the DeMarco Sisters’ Introduction of 


TIME DIDN’T CHANGE A THING 











BMI Pin-up Sheet 
JUNE 


BALLIN’ THE JACK (Marks) 

CABARET (Duchess) 

CANDY KISSES (Hill & Range) 

| GOT A GAL IN GALVESTON 
(Republic) 


CITY CALLED 
HEAVEN 


NO. TEN LULLABY 
LANE 








































(Hill & Range) 
SAULT STE. MARIE (Mellin) 
SIMILAU (Campbell) 
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Marathon Heat Wave Gives 


Atlantic City Best Biz in Years 


Atlantic City, 

These are days of gala openings 
as the season gets set for the three- 
day holiday weekend, July 4th | 
just around the corner. Most spots | 
are starting to splurge a bit early, 
but hot weather proved an irresist- 
ible lure over past weekend, which 
drew a record crowd 

On the saloon circuit the open- 
ing of the Club Harlem, with its 
all-Negro show, topped all events. 
(See Nitery Reviews.) 

On the Boardwalk, the Hotel 
Traymore opened its dazzling Sub- 
marine Room with Lenny Her- 
man’s band and Jose Melis’ trio. 
The Ritz started things rolling with 
Nick D’Amico Orch. The Dude 
Ranch also brought in a new show. 

Burlesque opened at the uptown 
Globe theatre despite rumors that 
the theatre would go legit. This to 
prosper seasonally with the 
er” policy. 

Bright spot of next week will be 
he legits in George Hamid’s Steel 
Pier theatre, operated by Robert 
S. Courtney. Initialer is Bert Lahr 
in “Burlesque,” opening Tuesday 
(28). 

Both piers are in full swing with 
Jimmy Costello’s giveaway show 
on Million Dollar Pier aired over 
WMID. 





Jean Bartel’s Paris Date 
Jean Bartel, sivger, planes to 
paris this week tor a four-week 
date at Lucienne Boyer’s Chez Elle. 
It’s the first date abroad for the 
forme: ‘““Miss America.” 


June 21. + 


| 
| 
{ 


“peel- | 


| wheels, skyrockets, etc. 





Chi Theatre Sets Radio 
And Record Name Shows 


Chicago, June 21. 
theatre is going in 
heavily for radio and disk names 
for its summer stageshows. Peggy 
Lee and Dave Barbour with Bob 
Crosby orch teeoff June 24 bill. 

Disk jock show headed by Evelyn 
Knight and Vic Damone, is set for 
July 8, followed by Andrews Sis- 
ters, July 22, and the Dennis Day 
package Aug. 5. 


Radio City’ s $35,000 For 
Fireless Firecrackers In 


Music Hall’s July 4 Show 


Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., is 
shooting the works with a $35,000 
expenditure to produce “‘fireless 
firecrackers” for its July 4 show. 
House is currently installing elec- 
trical equipment capable of simu- 
lating fireworks. 

Eugene Braun, lighting director, 
has been working on the display 
for two years. When completed it 
will project shooting stars, pin- 
Device re- 
quires 24,000 bulbs in eight colors 
and approximately 300,000 feet of 
wire. 

All that for a three-minute dis- 
play. However, the Hall hopes to 
make spectacle an annual event. 


Chicago 








Se — 








Broadway's BRIGHTEST 
New Comedienne 


PATRIGIA BRIGHT 





Currently at the 


NEW YORK 


STRAND 

















THANK YOU: 


“Impressions and 


Management: 





WaAtkins 4-8582 





HARRY MAYER—for the booking. 


PHIL SPITALNY AND THE HOUR OF CHARM— 


| for a wonderful two weeks. 


VARIETY and ED SULLIVAN, N. Y. Daily News— 


for the reviews. 


satire are 


“Patricia Bright is sprinkled with stardust." 


LESTER LEWIS ASSOCIATES 
One Christopher Street, New York 14, N. Y. 


socko." 
—Abe!, VARIETY. 





—Ed SULLIVAN. 
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Patio, B’klyn, Cuts Vaude 


To 3 Days From Week 


The Patio theatre, Brooklyn, 
will play vaude three days a week 
starting Friday (25). House had 
been running a full week, but has 
| been blitzed by the heat and com- 
| petition from the Dodger baseball | 
' games. Full weeks will resume in 
the fall. 








Mpls. Bistros Camphor ‘Crying Towels’ 
As Hiked Budget Policy Pays Off 





-Gypola Bumps Carny To 


Initial bill under the dasendtan | Peak Gross in Davenport 


format will be Jean Carroll, Jerry 
Cooper, Ross and La Pierre, Salici 
Puppets and Three Danwoods. 





Immigration-AFM Snarl 
Causes Cancellation Of 
Canadians’ Philly Date 


Montreal, June 21. 
Immigration authorities barred 
the entry of the Irving Pall quartet 
from Canada into the U. S. last 
Wednesday (15). Group was slate 


!to open that night at the Latin 


Casino, here, and dates were inked 
in for the 500 Club, Atlantic City. 
However, American Federation of 
Musicians rulings would have pre- | 
vented the niteries from fulfilling 
the contract, thus group were de- 
nied entry. 

Pall quartet is appealing the rul- 
ing to the U. S. Commissioner ot 
Immigration in Washington and 
will also take up the case with 
the Canadian Commissioner of Ex- 
ternal Affairs in Ottawa. The group 
will make its appeal on the basis 
that it works as an act. American 
musicians such as Duke Ellington 
have been able to work in England, 
where the British union reciprocal- 
ly bars U.S. tootler, because he was 
presented as an act. 

However, the foreign musical act 
Situation has been complicated by 
the ruling of AFM prexy James 
C. Petrillo, whereby any vaudeville 
or cafe turn employing a musical 
instrument is a potential member 
of his union. Consequently, the 
Pall group would fall under the 
AFM jurisdiction and inasmuch as 
the union is barring foreign musi- 
cians, it’s likely that AFM will 
continue to bar musician imports. 

Even if immigration authorities 
reverse the ruling, it’s unlikely the 
cafes will play the act, because 
AFM could pull out regular music 
crews in reprisal. 


Cafe to Bring Charges 
Philadelphia, June 21. 

Counsel for the Latin Casino 
will bring charges for damages 
with American Guild of Variety 
Artists against the Irving Pall 
Quartet for failure to appear for 
their opening show, Wednes- 
day (15). 

Canadian act, owned and man- 
aged by May Johnson, failed to 
show when they were allegedly 
stopped at the border by U. S. 
immigration authorities. Jack 
Lynch, manager of the nitery, 
claims they never notified the cafe 
until 7:30 p.m., a few minutes be- 
fore the dinner show. 


Lynch recruited a_ substitute 
bill, headed by Guy Marks, mimic: 
Grayce Edwards, songstress, and 
Margo Wade, dancer. 

Casino is asking $2,350 damages 
in salary and for losses on adver- 
tising buildup for the quartet. 


Saranac Lake | 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, June 21. 

Landscapers have given lawns 
around the Will Rogers the New 
Look, while interior is also being 
given new decor. 

Joseph Dwyer, exec of the N. Y. 
local of IATSE in for visit with 
John Nolan, stage technician. 

Marie (Warners) Gallagher back 
to Philadelphia after a two-week 
stay with her daughter, Dolly Gal- 
lagher, who is flashing good clinic 
reports. 

Jim Wotton, who has seen too 
much of the infirmary, elated over 
surprise visit from wife and sister. 

Laura Sloan, formerly of Loew’s. 
Cleveland, left for a 10-day fur- 
lough to her hometown. | 

Josephine Hooper planed in to 
bedside of husband, Ted Hopper, 
former manager of the Palace the- 
atre, Akron. 

Joe Phillips took the nerve oper- 
ation like a veteran. 

News of the death of Sam (RKO) 
Lefko in Philadelphia was a sad 
blow to the gang. While here he 
gave considerable aid to the less 
fortunate. 

Helen O'Reilly back from N.Y.C. 

Self-service cafeteria been dis- 








Chicago, June 21. 
Royal American Shows drew 
26,000 in Davenport, Ia., last 
Saturday (18). Held under the 


|auspices of the Shriners, the show 
| topped 


records with 
featured, doing 


previous 
Gypsy Rose Lee, 
six performances 
Terrell Jacobs, while putting 
some lions through their paces, 
injured his eye with whip tip 





Ethel Smith’s European 
Click Brings Flock 
Of Renewal Offers 


Paris, June 15. 

A four-week return engagement 
at the Palladium, London, offered 
her by the Foster agency, was 
turned down by Ethel Smith, who 
left for the U. S. today (15) 
aboard the Queen Mary. Offer 
stemmed from the solid reception 
accorded Miss Smith, not only at 
the Palladium, where she appeared 
the latter part of April, but also at 
the Lido, Paris, and the ABC, 


| Brussels. } 
Miss Smith nixed the deal be- 


cause of previous commitments, 
which involved mostly the ironing 
out of certain details at her Ethel 
Smith Music Corp. in New York. 
The firm, which publishes organ 
music, and also a method of organ 
playing, constructed by Miss Smith, 
is moving from its present loca- 
tion in the Brill Bldg.,. New York, 
to larger quarters further uptown 
on W. 57th St. 

Miss Smith may return here in 
August to appear at the Monte 
Carlo, which would probably be 
followed by a London engagement. 








Dave Rose orch set for an 
August date at the Capitol theatre, 
N; 2. 


Minneapolis, June 2}. 
| With supper club biz declining 
|in most areas, local niteries, using 
personalities and unusual Attrae- 
tions, are enjoying plenty patron- 
| age and avoiding the crying towels, 
| Owners say it’s proof positive, 
here at least, there’s still dough 
around and public is willing to dish 
it out for good entertainment. 

For example, Club Carnival did 
two weeks of turnaway business 
with Sophie Tucker and, right on 
her heels, the Ink Spots are turn. 
ing the same trick Reservations 
already are pouring in for Harry 
Richman who follows, according to 
management. Spot recently insti- 
tuted $1 cover charge along with 
$2.50 minimum and upped _bey- 
| erage prices and, thanks to name 
| performers, trade has jumped in- 
stead of slumped. 

Two other spots also pulling boff 
| patronage are the Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace and Curly’s, 
Former has annual Dorothy Lewis 
Ice Show and latter Danny and 
Doc’s “Jewel Box” revue of femme 
impersonators. Both shows are set 
for entire summer. Terrace has 
$2.50 and Curly’s $1.50 minimums. 

Tito Guizar just concluded two- 
week engagement to full houses at 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room. which 
also has $2.50 minimum. 


Sophie Tucker, 
Cleveland, Sept. 6. 


Mounds Club, 











CARDINI 


“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers." 


ABEL, VARIETY 
MARCH 9th, 1949 





MCA WM. MORRIS AGENCY 





























“HOWDY MR. 
*« CENTER, 


“Sid Krofft's strutting puppets 
are masterpieces.” j 
—Brooks Atkinson, N.Y. Times 
“Ingenious and unusual.” 

—William Hawkins, N.Y 

F World Telegram 
. highlighted by the puppetry | 
of Sid Krofft.” 
—Louis Sobol, N.Y. Journal 
American 
».. 4 Standout ... delightful.” | 
Robert Coleman, N.Y. Daily | 
Mirror | 





continued in main dining room at 
the Rogers with waitresses replac- 
ing. 


Write to those who are ill. 









Currently Appearing | 





SID 


ARUTTI 


and His | 








ICE OF 1950” 
New York 


. excellent for televisior ° 
—Abel, Variety 
“Sid Krofft takes over with pup- 
pets. I mean ‘takes over.’ 
—Robert Gavland, Journa! 
America’ 
“For the week’s preferred lis! 
—Danton Walker, N. Y. Da lv» 
- . trankly hilarious . . . e!- 
cores again, again and agai!) 
imagination in this gorgeousnes- 


—George Currie, Brooklyn 
Eagle 








Personal Management—PETER KROFFT 
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Barto Would Step Down at AGVA 


As Soon as Successor Is Found 


Dewey Barto, national adminis- , Eaton, Jerry Baker, Harry Men- 
trative secretary of the American | doza, Danny Martyn, Shavo Sher- 
Guild of Variety Artists, has an-'!man, Bert Davis, Dave Arman. 
nounced his intention to step down | Jack Gwynne, Henry Dunn, Jimmy 
as soon aS a successor Can be Ague, Norma Lee, Margie Coate, 

, found. Among those mentioned for | ¢ harlie 3anks, Hap Hazard, George 
the post are Jack Irving, AGVA | West, Bill Talent, Jackie Bright, 
midwest regional director; Vie, Danny Beck, Sid Marion, Dick 
Connors, N. Y. organizer; Jimmy | Martin, Charlie Brett, Bob Evans, 
Lyons, eastern regional director. Chick Darrow, Jimmy Hollywood, 
There’s also some talk of drafting | Bob Fitzgerald, Hubert Castle, 
Dave Fox, former eastern regional , Vince Silk, Harry Lewis, Will Aub- 
director. rey, Bill Layne, Al Sharpe, Wally 

A large segment of national Lane, Hugh O'Neal, Whitey Car- 
board members feel that Barto will Son, Sunny Millard, Bill Blomberg 
not resign this year. He has to| Gypsy Rose Lee, Ray Conlin, Sr., 
make up his mind before ballots | Harry Otto, Russell Swann, Ray 
for election of national officers and Conlin, Jr., Al Mack, Al Tucker 
board go out in a few weeks. Rules and Frances Kay. 
preclude his being administrator Those elected to more than one 
and board member at the same post would have to choose which 


position to hold since constitution 
bars speeectanhietes office-holders. 


. time. He’s up for board member- 
ship. 

Deadline for placing new nomin- 
ations on the ballot expired yes- 


terday (Tues.), and up to press time 


° b ORPHEUM, R.C., INDPLS,, 
rw nominations nad been #=-)  SPTING VAUDE POLICY 





Nominees for president are Gus | Minneapolis, June 21. 
Van. incumbent; Georgie Price and| with RKO vaudeville to be 
Jackie Bright. First vice president |jaynched at the Orpheum here as 
candidates are Jerry Baker, Rex | an adjunct to its “A” pictures July 
Weber, Bob Fitzgerald, Hap Haz- 98 Radio City will steal a march 
ard. Second v.p., Myron Cohen, | on its rival by getting in a stage- 
Jack Gwynne, Ray Conlin, Jr. and) chow ahead of it the week of 
Phil Downing. Third veepee,) July g. 

Jackie Bright, Fred Hall, Manny;  fnitial bill will have Frankie 
Tyler, Larry Blake, Lois Donn,| Carle orch, which has played the 
Skippy Baxter, Will Aubrey. Re-| house a number of times, but 


cording secretary, Margie Coate | 
Lester Lake, James Flannery, Al 
Tucker, Don Francisco. 


a | Club Carnival, and the Mills Bros. 
freasurer’s | and a couple of other acts, not set 





post is sought by Henry Dunn (in-| ag vet. 

ccumbent) Rex Weber and Bob| ~ 

Fitzgerald. oe | Eddie Mallory, former  band- 
Board member nominations are | leader, has opened a talent agency | 

Barto, James Flannery, Harry in New York. 


whose last local appearance was at | 


SITY AKDT 


a bn 

















The 12-city 
vaude show 
Starting at 
June 30, 
it’s wort 


tour of an eight-act 
on the RKO circuit 

the Palace, Cleveland 
may determine whether 
hwhile for bookers to con 
tinue to knock themselves out in 
an attempt to get names or 
whether theatres can maintain box- 
office grosses with an eight-act 
layout. 

RKO circuit is banking 
on the tour to prove that the no- 
name type of variety show will be 
able to keep their theatres open. 
If the initial tour fails, it’s likely 
that those houses contemplating 
six or eight act bills to beat the 
high price of names, will continue 
to present spot bookings of head- 
liners. However, if it’s successful, 
an entirely new type of showbusi- 
ness will be reopened. Circuit is 
in hopes that a successful initial 
tour will be instrumental in bring- 
ing about new talent. For example 
there hasn’t been a flash act on the 
boards for years. Group acts will 
again develop and act-producers 
will start working on fledglings 
once more. 

RKO is 
ble to 
tour 
an 


heavily 


doing everything possi- 
insure the success of this 
The initial layout will have 
advance man, its own orches- 
tra leader, a stage manager and 
two sets of duplicate’ scenery. 
Latter was decided upon so that 
there will be no opening and clos- 


ing hitches. While one set is be- 
ing used for example in Cleveland, 
the second set will be hung in 
Cincinnati, and the set used in 
Cleveland will be transported to 
the third stop in the itinerary, the 
Palace, Chicago. 


In addition, RKO publicist Harry 


(Continued on page 47) 
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Q-J Advance Date 

Of Garden Opening 
Johnson advanced the 
Madison Square Gal 
Thursday (30 
July 4 tourist 
time capl- 


and 
date of their 
N. Y., stand to 
in an effort to get the 
trade and at the same 
talize on their video opening on 
NBC Tuesday (28). Comics feel 
that the video publicity will aug- 
ment their boxoffice. Originally 
the duo was slated to open their 
show July 6. 

Cast will include June Johnson 
and Marty May (Johnson’s daugh- 
ter and son-in-law), Gloria Gilbert, 


Olsen 


1 
aen 


Gloria Short, Bill Hayes, stooges, 
midgets, ete. 
Admission has been set at a 


$2.50 top plus tax. 


ROXY SETS JANET BLAIR 
FEW WKS. AFTER PAR 


Janet Blair and the Blackburn 
Twins, together with Herb Shriner, 
have been signed to head the new 
Roxy show starting July 1 The 
deal for Miss Blair and the Black- 
burns, signed this week, is unusual 
inasmuch as the trio completed a 
stand at the nearby Paramount 
several weeks ago. They’ve been 
pacted for another Paramount 
date next season. Bob Weitman, 
Par’s managing director, gave! 
special permission for the Roxy 
deal. 

Following the Roxy stand 
Blair and the twins play the 
mer House, Chicago, opening 
August for four weeks 


Miss | 
Pal- 
in 


IR Variety Bills Needed to Bolster 
y Sub-Standard Pix in N.Y. Vaudhlmers 


Vaude 
f business in the 


bills are bringing in their 
New York 
presentation houses. This is borne 
out despite the fact that several 
eee srg are getting slim gross- 


share o 


es when picture product is weak 
Ability of stageshow’s contribu- 

tion to intake is best evidenced by 

the hefty grosses of the Palace, 


now in its fifth week of vaudeville. 
Pictures at that house haven't been 
getting raves and advertising con- 
centration on vaudeville is paying 
off. 

By way of contrast is the poor 
business being done at the Capitol, 
N. Y. Suecession of mild films is 
held responsible for the dip. None- 
theless, grosses are still sturdier 
than when house was on a straiggt 
pix policy. 

The Capitol started to slip at the 
b.o. shortly after the Loew circuit 
began channeling its top product 
to the nearby State theatre and the 
Radio City Music Hall, while giv 
ing the Capitol sub-standards and 
pix from other studios. The Capitol 
has been getting fewer top films 
and needs a succession of boff pix 


and equally potent stageshows to 
pull it out of the b.o. doldrums. 

The Strand has similarly been 
suffering from b.o. anemia due to 
secondary screen’ product. It’s 
slated to go into a straight pix 
policy next month, the first time 
in many years without a stage- 
show. 

The Roxy presents a somewhat 
different problem. This house has 
been hitting some losses of late, 


but management isn’t worried be- 


cause it can gross as high as 
$170,000 with proper type bill. 
That kind of business can com- 


pensate for several bad weeks. 





























CLAUDE LANGDON 


Managing Director 


EMPRESS HALL 


WISHES TO THANK AND CONGRATULATE 








GRAGIE FIELD 


. FOR BREAKING ALL RECORDS 


AT LONDON’S GREATEST ARENA 
THE EMPRESS HALL 


EARLS COURT, LONDON, S.W.6 


DURING HER 8 NIGHTLY PERFORMANCES 
May 15th to 22nd, 1949 





THE EMPRESS HALL SEATS 
10,000 PEOPLE PER PERFORMANCE 


London 
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Night Club Reviews 


@hez Lucienne Beyer 
Paris, June 18. 
Lucienne Boyer, Frank’ Pourcel 
Orch. Claude Normand, Robert Ja- 
mains Sextet: no minimum or cou 
wert. 


The French chantoosey, long 
abroad, has returned to Paris and 
opened her own boite in a very 
nicely decorated room close by the 


Opera. The orchestra, organist 
Claude Normand and Robert Ja- 
main’s sextet are mere incidentals 
the whole draw being Lucienne 
3over. She sings her old favorites 
like “Parlez Moi d’Amour” plus 


some new songs with telling effect 

Whatever her personal draw, it 
looks as if the establishment may 
find it hard to weather the eco- 
nomic crisis unless she finds some 
smart operator to relieve her of 
the business cares. Though strictly 
a nitery, it is intended to have tea 
dances and dinners incepted there 
shortly As usual here, there is 
neither minimum nor cover charge, 
the take coming from wine at about 
$10 per quart. Maxi. 

Village Barn, N. Y. 

Mike Riley Orch, with Bob Scott; 
Singing Road Agent, Eileen & 
Carver, Abbey Albert Orch, Piute 
Pete; $2.50 minimum. 


The corn is out on even bigger 
cobs with the booking of Mike 


Riley and his orch into the Village 
Barn. And, since the room has es- 
tablished its rep on that 
entertainment, it should continue 
to do the biz it has enjoyed for the 
last several months. As usual, it’s 
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type of | 


| solid 


the customers’ antics in the square 
dances and country games which 
form at least half the show, but 
the regular bill is nicely-rounded 
off with ballroomologists Eileen 
and Carver and the Singing Road 
Agent (both New Acts). 

Riley, one of the composers of 
“Music Goes "Round,” stresses the 
rube idiom to the hilt, which is 
what the Barn’s habituees go for. 


Seven-man crew is attired in the 
farmhand outfits standard with 
such combos and pattern their 


work after Spike Jones, the Korn 
Kobblers, et al. Riley tronts them 
in the same vein and demonstrates 
adeptness in getting the customers 
to join the fun, despite the din 
His trombone solo on “Who Could 
Ask for Anything More?” is an 
okay bit of foolery and the orch’s 
so-called production number, based 
on a satire of radio, gives the side- 
show in- 


men a good chance to 
dividually 

Bob Scott. who claims to have 
been with Riley 14 years despite 


his apparent youthfulness, doubles 
as emcee and vocalist, working 


both acceptably. Guy has a nice 
crooning voice but wastes it on a 


straight rendition of “Because” 
and his impersonations in the radio 
number are only fair. He’d do 
much better on some pop tunes. 
Abbey Albert orch handles the «in- 
terlude dance music capably and 
also plays for the reels and games, 
which are neatly presided over by 
Piute Pete, now a regular here. 
Stal. 





Silver Frolies. Chi 
Chicago, June 1. 
Day, Dawn & Dusk, Joe E. Ross, 
Evelyn Terry, Buddy Shaw Trio; 
$1.50 minimuin 


Day. Dawn & Dusk are making 
their periodic return here. Negro 
singing, comedy team has built up 
biz. Mainstay Dusk garners 
most of the guffaws with his 
mugging, while slick ballading of 
partners also registers. 

After “Shortening Bread” intro, 
trio get groovey on “Ain’t Misbe- 
havin” but lag with “Because,” 
which seems too abrupt a contrast. 
“It’s Too Darn Hot,” from the 
musical, “Kiss Me, Kate,” sets well 
and “Cigareets, Whiskey and Wild 
Women” is equally effective. After 
several other tunes, trio has a sock 
closer with ‘‘Calliope.” 

Evelyn Terry is one of the better 
acro-control dancers who finished 
neatly with filled-glass-on-forehead 


while doing a bend routine for 
hefty applause. ; ; 
Joe E. Ross, soft-voiced comic, 


fits in nicely. Buddy Shaw combo 


and piano, which backs acts Ca- | 


pably. Zabe. 
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Beaeh Walk, Chi 
(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
Chicago, June 10. 

“Starlit Revue,” with Paul Haa- 
kon, Hammond’s Birds, Yost Am- 
bassadors (5), Marianne Fedele, 
Freddy Martin Orch (17) with 
Merve Griffin, Betty Gray Trio 
with Ray McIntosh (4), Dorothy 
Hild Dancers (10); admission 


Opening of the Beach Walk, de- 
spite chilly weather, brought out 
large crowd for what is Chicago's 
top buy in nitery entertainment. 
Dorothy Hild has.done a fine pro- 
duction job 

Show starts 
crinoline and 


off with chorus in 
Yost singing group 
and Marianne Fedele welcoming 
the guests. Number is a trifle 
overlong. Yost quintet besides do- 
ing background vocal chores also 
have a spot of their own in which 
they harmonize operetta tunes, also 
an original treatment ot “Old Man 
River.” 


Hammond's white parakeets Is 
one of the finest feathered acts 
seen here i. some time. Birds are 


especially well trained on waltzing, 
ringing bells, pulling wagons, and 
for sock finale capturing a minia- 
ture fort. Even in this oversized 
spot act got good attention. 

Paul Haakon has one short solo 
as a Chinese sword dancer in a 
production number which doesn’t 
give proper scope to his talents, 
although expertly done. Should get 
better buildup. 

Freddy Martin orch is the first 
of the name bands for the outdoor 


season and seemingly a_ perfect 
choice. While a large band (17 
pieces) plus vocalist Merve Grit- 


fin, Martin has an extremely dance- 


able library. His treatments, with 
five violins are fresh, with pops 
and specials getting equal atten- 


tion. Griffin baritones neatly. Most 
of the sidemen also do choraling, 
displaying nice harmony. 

Betty Gray Trio takes over relief 
sessions with Ray McIntosh doing 
some slick vocalizing. Miss Fedele 
does nicely on the Show tunes and 
the Hild Dancers continue to im- 
press as one of the better cafe 
lines. Zabe. 


Club Harlem, Atlantic 
City 
Atlantic City, June 16. 
Valaida Snow, Jackie (Moms) 
Mambley, “Rosebud,” George Kir- 
by, Princess DePau & Tero, Hor- 
tense Allen, Th2 Congaroos, Janet 
Sayre, Larry Steele, Line (12), 
Sabby Lewis’ band (20) with Cole- 
ridge Davis; $1.25 admission. 


This spot, featuring Negro show, | 


opened with a bang to a full house. 
Show put together for owner Le 
Roy Williams and Sam Singer, who 


has managed spot for some years, | 


has everything needed for solid 
entertainment expected in a spot 
of this kind. Sabby Lewis’ band is 
as hot as they come. 

Valaida Snow as the show's top 
attraction opens with “Great Day” 
and follows with “When a Woman 
Loves a Man” for solid returns. 
She rocks the payees with “Chloe” 
and is brought back for “St. Louis 


Blues” and “Yiddisher Momma” 
for additional pattycakes. 
Jackie (Moms) Mabley closes 


show with ribald humor and songs 
that have made her a fave here in 
past appearances. Her Broadway 
Roseish garb grabs yells from walk- 
on and keeps ‘em happy the rest 
of her session. 

George Kirby clicks with imper- 
sonations of Dennis Day, Cary 
Grant, Rochester, et al. They're 
slick carbonings, expertly done. 

Dancing acts include “‘Rosebud,” 
Hortense Allen,» the Congaroos 
(4), Janet Sayre, Princess DePau 
and Tero. Their dances range from 
the ordinary to the interpretive 
stuff for good returns. The 12-girl 
line also provides flash and talent 
in several numbers. 

Of special note is the sax play- 














Thank you Olsen & Johnson for the 
wonderful 25 weeks’ engagements 
in London, England; Toronto, Chi- 
cago and Indianapolis. 


Clark Brothers 


World’s Top Dancing Stars 


OPENING RKO, BOSTON 
June 30th for 7 Weeks 
Vaudeville Tour with Dennis Day 


Dir: G.A.C. raisin ani 


NK BELMONT 
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ling of Jimmy Tyler, who wows! 

‘them in a jive number, “Bottoms 
' ” | 


Larry Steele does a nice job as 
moving 


emcee, keeping show 


briskly. 


Harlem does good biz with its vaude for the summer. 


es 


Midwest Dates 











Chicago, June 21, 
Stradford, Warner Bros., drops 


Also the 


$1.25 admission. Show and place’s| Palace, Cicero, and Palace, Rock. 


rep should give it solid biz. 
Walk, 


$2. 








Cafe Society, N. Y. 

Juanita Hall, Jane Dulo, Lester 
Goodman and Sarah, Tony Scott 
Orch (4); $3 minimum. 

Cafe Society’s new owners, Lou 
Lewis and Max Mansch, have 
hypoed interest considerably in 
this Greenwich Village landmark 
since they acquired it from Barney 
Josephson in March. Results, par- 
ticularly in the five weeks that 
Jucnita Hall has been the top at- 
traction, have been good. Weekly 
gross figures look _ particularly 
strong in comparison with most of 
the other bistros in town. 

Lewis & Mansch are tyros to the 
nitery field. Former is a meat 
packer who has had a silent inter- 


est in a couple of restaurants, 
while Mansch is a retired baker 
and small hotel owner. Neither 


can explain how or why they got 
into the nitery biz except that they 
had heard that Josephson wanted 
to sell the spot he had built up 
and they made a deal with him. 
They’re the first to admit that “we 


ought to have our heads ex- 
amined,” but they’re exhibiting 
considerable showmanship and if 


receipts hold to present levels they 
should have no regrets. 

Miss Hall, the “Bloody Mary” of 
Rodgers & Hammerstein’s smash 
“South Pacific,’ carded into CS 
for a one-month stanza, started a 
renewal last week. Doubling 
from the musical, she appears 
only at the midnight and 2 a.m. 
shows. Middle-aged Negro singer 
is unusual-looking and attractive, 
albeit no sylph, and she’s 100% 
solid on her blues. It’s not the 
real lowdown style of warbling, 
but an appealing variation that 
ishows_ out-of-the-ordinary  cul- 
|ture, control and smooth volume. 
i Doubling from ‘‘SoPac”’ shows its 
effects, however, and Miss Hall’s 


| voice seemed somewhat tired when | 


caught. She made the audience 
beg too hard and too long for those 
extra encores. 

Jane Dulo fills the laugh niche 
in the show. Femme, who's been 
seen at the Blue Angel, Le Ruban 
| Blue and such spots, has a tot of 
|good material and sells it well. 


(Continued on page 47) 


iford, Ill....Paul Gray into the Tic 
len a: C< 
| Toc, Milwaukee, June 22 for two 
| weeks. .. Same date brings Jayne 
Walton into the Town House, Rock- 
| ford, Ill., for two frames Lenny 
Colyer, comic, set for the Burling. 


ton, Brown's Lake, Wisc., July 1 
|....Betty Hill and Minda Lang 
|start July 1 at the Stork Club, 


Council Bluffs, la Dusty Brooks 
replaces Mickey Sharp at the Vine 
Gardens, July 1. 

Silver Frolics back to three acts 
with Garry Morton, Allen Sisters 
and Jimmy Nelson heading ney 
show Judy Manners set for the 
Tic-Toc, Montreal, July 1 Selma 
Marlowe takes over producer chore 
for the ice show at the Chicago 
Railroad Fair, opening June 25 
Mary Frances Kincaid at Isbell’s 
north side cafe Eddy Hall and 
Rudy Shell intu Kentucky hinter- 
lands to dig up biz for Billboard 
Attractions Pat Patrick and 
Malu Gatica pacted for Stork Club, 


Des Moines, June 24 Marie 
Lawler opens at Glen’s Rendez- 
vous, July 1. Randolph, the ma- 


gicdan, into same spot July 15. 


Sonny Skylar and Joey Bishop 
tapped tor Latin Quarter, N. Y 
Aug. 18. 
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YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 


when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
and Sports Goods:—%éa, VIC- 
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DICKIE 


BERK =x 


Thanks to MR. 


PALACE, NEW YORK 
THIS WEEK, JUNE 16 


YOUTHFUL TAP STYLISTS 
AND CONTINUING ON 14-WEEK RKO TOUR 


An Acknowledgment to MR. HARRY MAYER 
for So Graciously Releasing Us from Our 
Strand, New York, Contract 


Direction: SAM BERK, 1619 Broadway, New York 19 


BUNNY 


HALLOW 


DAN FRIENDLY 
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LEWIS LEWIS 
MAX MANSCH, 
and SAM STONE 
for Three Months in 


CAFE SOCIETY, 
Downtown, New York 
ED SULLIVAN .. . “Toast of 
the Town." 


JOHN REED KING... “Best 
Girl." 


WENDY BARRY Show. 


AVAILABLE 
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VARIETY VAUDEVILLE 
Vancouver Theatre Drops | R ant | 
. S' Ruban Bleu’s Hiatus FW’ 
| Shows After Six Weeks yy S Concert 


Vansien: dean 2). Ruban Bleu, N. Y., is slated to | 
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No-Name Vaude 





close for the summer July 2. Clos- 














































































































q 5 Continued from page 45 = : 
rops : — | Odeon Hastings has dropped ing bill includes Michael Brown, | . 
the Mandell will start a publicity cam- RKO. With the possibility of Vaude shows after a six weeks’ try J0va Sherrill, Three Riffs, Kirk- | our or ll 
ck~ paign centering around the suc- getting a 12-week route, it will be that didn't pay off ” wood and Goodman, Bibi Oster- | Zar! 
Tic. cessful N. * oo Advertising | = ae matter to get acts for House, located ; Skid d wald and Norman Paris trio. 
’ 1 be heavy. e N. Y. house. ie bee a : in Skidrow dis- | nniag: ‘ 
yne anil Bad Timing portant is the Bar Sy ‘it may {ict is a former Pantages house t + aaa is scheduled for Bep-|) in Minneapolis, June 21. 
: Be . . 4V know i ; . ember. ito Guizar, who c a j 
ek- Circuit toppers concede that the ¢ause a leveling effect on the top Sherince the Beacon. Until Odeon - : eaeeees He 
nny wume 4 starting out in an ex- name acts. eee took over house it played | ;run at the Hotel Radisson Flame 
ng tough time. However, it It is known that some of the ‘“U¢® but later shifted to pix ° /Room, is considering a deal with 
v i tremely 8 : c when operatin t bec: t t 
: was felt that the Palace policy had RKO houses such as Cleveland and high yee 8 nut became too misted (0 Uiean the Veterans of Foreign Wars to 
ang vane spread to the keys at this Boston have a standing nut of snl a Levy Circuit had 1 ° ‘ e ° y organize and headline a show to 
oks time if only to capitalize on the | more than $10,000 weekly exclu- see Up Midwest Strip Joints play 123 cities under its sponsor- 
‘ine extraordinary national publicity | Sive of talent and pictures. Con- ————————————___. ibeeies Teiae Hh ship next season. It would be a 
which the N. Y. Palace got at its sequently, when a heavy budgeted one Seo guarantee and percentage arrange- 
ete opening five weeks ago. A later Stagebill flops, the loss is tremend- CO CIRCUIT PLANS Local branch of American Guild ment 
ers start and the publicity value would | OUus. Thus, these lower-budgeted of Variety Artists is policing the Guizar left here for Puerto Rico 
lew have been dissipated. shows increase their importance to VAUDE IN FLA HOUSES “strip joints” and warning peelers for a series of appearance ( ee 
the All acts on the touring show have the industry as a means of keeping ° to keep within bounds—or else be ajc, play a Met ey sf South A vo 
ma played the N. Y. flagship. Playing these houses going Miami, June 22. subjected to disciplinary action by ;, an dates eee eee 
ore order of the show will be Berk & ——____—_—_—————— Wometco circuit of filmeries the union. Police had warned _ 
ago Hallow, Chords (2), Watson Sisters, Oct. 27 Start at N. Y plans to institute stageshow i bistro owners that gals were going aia ai nd 
’ nde ac sof . SESS . ie > too far out of line of decency, but 
Hammond's Birds, Mack, Russ & . ie " «hypo grosses. Chain will set spli ( 9 . 
I's Owen, Wally Brown, Dolinoff & Copa for Joe E. Lewis week bills at the Capitol pe — operators dumped the controversy Lombardo’s Long Island 
ind Raya Siste i Pat Rooney. Joe E. I F< 11 etar a ae gh P ; sgipibtiet Wa into the lap of AGVA. 7 . . 
aya Sisters anc : Joe E. Lewis will start his an- night stands in their nabe houses E Roadhouse *k 
. B ; f . é ; ar : ; Ss 
rd Budget will run around $5,500 nual Copacabana, N. Y., engage-| Arthur Price, chain’s exploita- Police then asked Jack Irving, ee use ( licking Big 
" which 1s considerably more than ment Oct. 27 for 10 weeks. Lewis’ tion chief, will also be in charge AGVA midwest regional head Freeport, N. Y., June 21. 
i: the Palace budget, but travel and date is slated to last until New Of bookings. He'll use acts playing '0 &¢t otherwise it would have = Guy Lombardo’s East Point 
via living expenses had to be taken | Year’s eve. Prior to his Copa cafes in the area. ‘ to shutter some 30 spots, throw- House here, on Long Island, which 
ez- into account when setting up the stand, Lewis will also play tue —— ing 200 entertainers out of teed off with an invitation gala last 
na- wagescales. ' Piping Rock, Saratoga, starting Ri h work Irving issued ukase, week but has been publicly operat- 
The invisible headliner will be Aug. 15. icnman Buys Ranch “clean up or lose your union card.” ing only since Friday (17), has been 
the oy aeteag + oP hg g Rac , The Copa is still to set two head- Reno, June 21. Nee a tne jampacked from the start. It seats 
act will have played the N. ¥. house | liners to round out the year. Joey Harry Richman ha bite rae i . se . 500 
ye and shows will be advertised as the Adams has been signed to start the Canyon Ranch ae eee Liquor Bd. Closes Ohio Mrs. Guy (Lilliebelle) Lombardo 
’ — - hie’ bak will sol ri Nye a with Tony Can- a reported $58,000. The 1,900 acre Spot for ‘Lewd’ Shows is running the roadhouse with her 
= ge pe a as eas a e oe 1 lark Plant, Beatrice Kraft site was once owned by a daughter Hubbard, O., June 21 brother, Bill Frie, who has restau- 
ane the talent problem, at lea: or; and Mindy Carson. Jimmy Du- of showman P. T. Barnum. Perry DeBonis, owner of the ‘#@t experience. 
= ‘ante is tentative ate , ; Saea ; ; 
gg a ba br ger Richman will board about 109 Ohio Tavern, has lost his liquor : 
L ‘ , als he; a. . ; Sane license for allege se s 
THE | NGS silliest 1ead of cattle on the ranch. “lewd sat henseea Pc oe THE NATION’S 
\ é é Ss OWS 
x * er Three agents of the Liquor LEADING CONTROL ARTIST 
A |j dint of his own warbling and strik- Board testified they witnessed a 
Ni ht Club Reviews| Th personality. Judging by recep- show March 19 in which three JACQUELINE 
a “" | g aensiat? pee Racal caught, the femme entertainers participated in 
4 ey é‘ artet’s vocalizing style is still “indecent” avs le : 
os Continued from page 46 J tops. Lads did a loeem numbers piece Reni rtanchstlaailanedy 
; . ° ; y Clowning an , sinese — - 
Cafe Society, N. ¥. that re AR ye ogg nA the pore Saints-Sinners Moet 
She clicks okay with her lusty singing, spices and diversifies the ee Buffalo, June 21 
specialty tunes. proceedings. Sai ae An ee ohggie of Circus 
Surprise of the session, at least Son & Sonny are sock with toe- Bradford, Pa. rn y" co org a 
as far as billing is concerned, are taps and acrobatic danc adiord, Fa., near here over past 
“Lester Goodman and Sarah.” In P ™M an a ogy weekend. CURRENTLY 
4 ame wale ,_ erry Martin, first-rate singer lationz ficers were i 
stead of a dialect team that might and orch, do capable show caching PP cig sy iy "7 a atone. LATIN QUARTER 
be suspected lurking under a label and give out admirably f a eee | de eee en ae 00-man dele- NEW YORK 
sae ike that t t t to be a Ne- ; a ably for cus-| gation from the Buffalo Tent led 
— like that, act turns out to be a Ne- tomer dansapation Rees by ex-Mayor TI as 
" gro duo in exotic dances. Scantily- | —_-s_——- a y ex-Mayor Thomas H. Holling. Per. Mgt.: BERT COLLINS 
draped, Goodman and Sarah (who creer SS = a 
is his sister) show unique control a 
and style in a native African num- | . ; . 
ber, a Balinese routine and a jazz }| 
bit. They’re accompanied by Ar- ]} W Ma All ome C 
‘ A ¥ turo Rene on a Congo drum. 
“TOPS” in DAZZLING | Routines are ultra-civilized ver- Mie 
16 sions of aboriginal dances and lack . 
«A= 4 . ' 
THRILL-A-BATICS! the excitement and movement 
oe : = > " 5 
= REVIEWS PALACE. N. Y. oe have without all the 
VARIETY, June 15th The group Vas ieee. ’ . 
, ' a Tony Scott’s four-piece combo 
has freshness and youth, They're 2 ; . cj 
skh der taeet *teun! ‘i tt on the bandstand is also making . 
per are its bow-in. Scott has tooted his hy 





Billboard, June 18th — ‘‘Sensational 
act with lots of class. 


dous hand,” 


Won tremen- 


-—-Smith, 


Currently 


BELLEVUE CASINO CAFE, Montreal 


Recently 
TEXACO STAR THEATRE 


Dir.; MILES INGALLS Qn"... 































COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 
















clarinet with a number of top out- 
fits, most recently Claude Thorn- 
hill’s. Drummer Irving Kluger is 
a refugee from Harry James. 
Pianist is Dick Hyman, who proves 
the standout man of the quartet, 
and bass is Lenny Gaskin. They 
do a very acceptable three-way 
parlay, backing the show, provid- 
ing their own contribution to it 
and making with the dance tunes. 
They seem to handle with ease 
anything from jazz to a 
erb. 


Club Carnival. Mpls. 
Minneapolis, June 21. 
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‘ELEGANT HUMOR’ 
Just Concluding at the 


_ RKO PALACE 


NEW YORK 


Lee, billed as a single, works 
with Gil Gilbert Cunbilled), who comes on 
front 


as a “volunteer.” Result 























- wu NW . x k Spots (5), Son & Sonny, Per- 
hd MASTER ag Orch. (12); $1 cover, is a hilarious hand-to-hand act with the 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” $2.50 minimum. gal the understander. “Volunteer” effect 
NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea. — is so realistic it isn’t until the final trick 
= pg eee my? The two colored acts comprising tha the audience Kot wise to the fact 
“—- og Re Files for $10.00 this show don’t permit a single let- ae vilb was part of the act.”—Bill- 
iles for $25.00 A ar yoard, June 25. 
© 3 Bhs. PARO down and, in consequence, the pace "i 
8. DIES $10 P ‘ Hem ' : Spot: 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET... $2000 8 never slackens. With the age i stg 
@ HUMOR-DOR for Emcees.. 25.00 @ in fine fettle and Son & Sonny, 
Le Dit 'V ares dance team, among the tops, , Management: 
Send for FREE info. on other material. there’s vocalizing and stepping that 
No C.0.D's—Open Daily incl. "Sundays induce a high degree of customer MATTY ROSEN 
, PAULA SMITH enthusiasm. int “ 143 West 49th Street 
00 W. 54th St., Dept. V, N. Y. 19 Bill Kenny continues to keep the oti 
CIRCLE 71130 Ink Spots among the quartet lead- ork 19, N. Y. 
ers of the stage and niteries by ; 
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Currently in 42nd 
SMASH WEEK 


JOSE CURBELO 


and 


His Orchestra 


CHINA DOLL, New York | 


Thanks to TOM BALL 


Opening July Ist . 
WEST END CASINO, Deal, New Jersey RCA 
FOR 10 WEEKS Pomona 


Exclusive Mgt.—LEONARD GREEN AGENCY, 254 W. 54th St., New York 


Public Relations: DELMAR & KRAVITZ 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 22, 1949 








WEEK OF JUNE 22 





whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: 
(P) Paramount; (KR) RKO; (S) Stoll; 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


(1) Independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss 
(W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 











NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 23 
Alvino Rey Ore 
Jerry Lester 
\V agabonds 
} elyn Tyner 
Los Gatos 
Music Hall 
Sieve Evans 
Wyn Mayo 
E’ina Rennelin 
Suart & Lee 
Rockettes 
Corps de 
Sym Ore 
Palace (R) 
Edwards Bros 
Marie McLanhan 
A Allyn & Hodge 
Dennis Sis 
W West & McGinty 
Cole & Atkins 
Seaator Murphy 
Saul Grauman Co 
Paramount (P) 23 
Iouis Prima Bd 
Vie & Adio 
Ballantine 
Roxy 
Andrews Sis 
Remo 
Arnold Shoda 


(1) 23 


Ballet 
23 


24 


Boys 


| Peggy 


Morey & Eaton 
Chuck Brown & 
Rita 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 23 
Lee 
Dave Barbour 5 
Bob Crosby 
Bunny Briggs 
Prof Backwards 


Bway 

Glen Henry Duo 

Miss V Sunday 

Toy & Wing 

Danny White 

The Nobel 3 

LONG BRANCH 

Paramount (WR) 28 
only 

The Spaulding 3 

Rio & Rogers 

Roy & Emily 

Mare Ballero 

Mogsieur Richard 
MIAMI 


Olympia (P) 22 
H M Williams 3 
Bob Freeman 
Penny Singleton 
Van Kirk 
| Ben Berry 

















Standard Acts 


WISHING 
REPRESENTATION CONTACT 














KKO Bidg., Suite 902 
Plaza 73-7254 
M McClenahan | OMAHA 
Stkating Belles & | Orpheum (P) 22 
Blades Eddie Howard Bd 
Strand (W) 24 Martell & Mignon 
Rei Ingle Ore | Billy Reyes 
Souny Howard | Petina & Rosa 
Don Cummings Pee 
Geo Church | Carman (1) 23 
Marilyn Hale | Miller & Jene 
BALTIMORE | Christine & Rogers 
Hippodrome (i) 23) Jimmy Jimae Co 
Roy Acuff | Bert Wheeler 
Grind Old Opry WASHINGTON 
State (1) 23-25 Capitol (L) 23 
Av. Don>elly & Bob | Sammy Kaye Orc 
Dennis & Roulettes 
thompson } YOUNGSTOWN 
Whitaker Bros | Palace (1) 27-29 
3 Olympics Glen Gray Ore 
_ 26-29 | Janet Blair 
A & C Fanton | Blackburn Twins 
ped — | wen ieee 
carry Allen } 
The Eldoras EAST HAMPTON 
CAMDEN Granada (1) 20 
Towers (1) 24-26 | Mills & Belita 
Fayne & Foster | George van Dusen 
Kay Kenton | Cook’s Ponies 
Dawn Bros | Sereno & Joy 
ASTO Ww ee & Betty 
Hippodrome (i) 20 I & S Davis 
Stanley Matthews Tamy Mara 
Tom Moss Co | Konyots — 
Georgie Wood Co | Reg Radcliffe 
Girls Trp | Barret Richards 
BIRMINGHAM ASGOW 
Hippodrome (M) 20 | Empire (M) 20 
Danny Kave Tess & Bill 
Skyrockets Ore Billy Cotton Bd 
Dunhills 2 P da 
Bill Kerr 3 Hotleys 
Jose Moreno Co Joe Black 
Scott & Foster | Alan Clive 
Olga Varona | Cooper Twins 
BOSCOMBE - | eee he 
Hippodrome (i) 
P & J Maxime Palace (i) 20 


L & B Vernon 

Craig & Voyle 

Collison & Breen 

Reading & 
Grantley 

Lotus & Josie 


Alhambra 20 
Hutch 
Mix Wall 
Tommy Jover & 
Raf 
Pat & Julian 
Bill Waddington 
7 Volants 
3 Curzons 
BRISTOL 
Empire 
Phil Strictland 
Jcanne Gave 
Noel Talbot 
Vee Suzeite 
4.0 Con Jones 
Mstt Lesmore 
Jorvauny Laveock 
tk Crosby 
Ceoordons 
3B Loemorres 
12 Beautigals 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 20 
Websier Booth 
Anne Ziegler 
Jack Stanford 
Lionel King 
L Clifford & 
Rajutana 
Bemand’s 
MacDonald 
Graham 
Les Storks 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S$) 
Charlie Kunz 
Freddie Forbes 
Lee Royce 
Al Burnett 
Newman Twins 
Johnny Lockwood 
Bent Blue Co 
DERBY 
Grand (S) 
Arthur Askay 
Bunny Doyle 
Janet Brown 
Kaye's Pekinese 
P White & Stays> 
Victor Seaforth 
e »cefe Bros & 
Annette 
E & | Webster 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 20 
Jack Radcliffe 
-n Yost Co 
Mervyn Saunders 
Jacqueline Dunbar 
He'en Norman 
Agneite & Sylvio 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 20 
Adrienne & Leslie 
Leon Cortez 


(M) 


20 


Pigeons 


2 


20 


Freda | 


Curley Jay 
Miss Blandish 
G & E Grande 
Bell & Kay 
Rex & Rita 
Syd Shields 
Sylvia & Joyce 
| Danny Keene 
| 8 Girls 
HACKNEY 
| Empire (S) 
Tommy Fields 
| Ethel Manners 
5 Wallababies 
| Bayinski 
| 3 Salvadoris 
Tanner Sis 
| Londonaires 
LEICESTER 
| Palace (S) 20 
S & M Harrison 
Les Silvas 
J Locke Singers 
| Bob Grey 
3 Imps 
| Patricia & Colin 
| Pamelia Austin 
| Shiela Day Co 





LINCOLN 
Royal (i) 20 
| Jimmy Bryant 
| T St Denis & Beryl 
| Miss France 
| Brownie Boys 
| Eric Coverdale 
Tommy Lewis 
| Dai Murray 
Audrey Kay 
Desmond Hart 
Margery White 
Casino Damselles 
| LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 20 
5 Smith Bros 
| Malcia 
Jimmy James Co 
Balcombes 
| Baro & Rogers 
Val & Monty 
Sirdani 
Olsen & Sealion 
2 Laconas 
LONDON 
Palladium (M) 
H C Marx 
Dave Barry 
Harold Barnes 
Max Bacon 
7 Zorzans 
W Latona & Sparks 
Donald B Stuart 
2 Rosinas 
Dunean’s Collies 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (S) 
Monte Rey 
George Doonan 
Jack Jackson 
Winifred Atwell 
Char'es Hague 
Garcias 
Ariemus 
Freda Wyn 
Chas Cole 
Palace 


20 


20 


(M) 20 


Marie Louise & 
Charles 


| Borrah Mineviteh 


Harmonica Rascals 


| Joe Crosbie 


Joy Nichols 


| Cynthia & Gladys 


Glenns 
Eddie Gordon 
Leslie Sarony 
Hal Menken 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 20 
Nat Jackley 
Costello Twins 
Marianne Lincoln 
Jack Francois 
Armand & Anita 
Dick Beamish 
Denis Murray 
Samimy Curtis 
Bernard Albrow 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome i!) 
Norman Meadows 
Freadie Harrison 


20 


Anne Shelton 
Robb Wilton 
D C Robinson 
C Adey & Dawn 
Miss Malta’s Dogs 
Alpha Duo 
De Bear & 
DuBarry 
Slim Rhyde 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 
E & J Paul 
Allan Jones 
irene Hervey 
Krazy Komedy 
Kirks 
Leslie 
Richman & 
Les Breatos 
Walter Niblo 
Rob Murray 
VICTORIA 
Palace (M) 
Nervo & Knox 
fud Flanagan 
Naughton & Gold 


Marie 


20 


Strange 
Jackson 


20 














K & E Marsh Radio Revellers 
Sybit Dunn WOLVERHAMPTON 
Pat Trevor Hippodrome (1) 20 
Harmony 3 Erneste Longstaff 
8 Merry Maids Bert Bendon 
NOTTINGHAM Billy Howard 
Empire (M) 20 Rob Currie 
Bebe & Belle Harry Loman 
Larry Adler Connie West 
4% LeRoys 3en George 
M & H Nesbitt Palace Chorus 
Harry Bailey WOOD GREEN 
Larry Griswald Empire (S) 20 
Buck & Chic D & J O'Gorman 
PORTSMOUTH H Norman & Ladd 
Royal (M) 20 3 Monarchs 
Johnny Lawson 3 Beryl Seton 
Max Miller Slim Allan 
C Warren & Jean Victor Standing 
Van Dock 4 Yeomen 
Iris Sadler Helen Damora 
Mr Lyons Ariston 3 
Humoresques YORK 
Joe Ortnes Empire (1) 20 
Bob Retabema Marie Lloyd Jr 
SCUNTHORPE Harry Tate Jr 
Savoy (1) 20 Theo Lambert 
Vic Ray & Lueille Chris Wortman 
Jimmy Robins Olive Dale 
Raydini Kitty Gillows 
Hope & Ray Steve Daniels Co 
Tommy Mitchell 6 Victorian Belles 
Nat Hope Rexanos 
SHEPHERDS BUSH Danie's & Dale 
Empire (S) 20 Adrian & Spero 
Cabaret Bills 
NEW YORK CITY 
Bagatelie Bill Knapp 
Dorothy Ross Hotel Pierre 
Jilla Webb Artini & Consuelo 
Striders Betty Jane Watson 
Jack Corlies Stanley Melba Orc 
| Bive Angeli Ralph Lane Ore 
Hayes Gordon rioiel Rooseveit 


Louise Howard 
Stan Freeman 
Rose Murphy 
| Herman Chittison 3 
Martha Wright 
Bop City 
Billy Eckstine 
C Barnet Ore 
Jackson 3 
Cafe James 
Jerry Bergen 
Amy Andrews 
Jack Prince 
Gordon Andrews 
Johnny Nazzaro 
Care Society 
Jane Dulo 
Juanita Hall 
Geo Shearing Ore 
China Doli 
Kanazawa Troupe 
Jadine & Jackie 
Mei Ling 
| Pupi Campo Ore 
Jose Curbello Ore 
Line (7) 
Florence Ahn 
Wong Sisters 
Copacavana 
Martin & Lewis 
Raye & Naldi 
Fileen Barton 
Penny Carroll 
Jack Cassidy 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Orc 
Ramona Lang 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Pearl Bailey 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Gil Lamb 
|W C Handy 
| Jack Gansert 
Billy Banks 
Choral Sextet 
H Sandler Ore 
| Alvarez Mera 
| Juenger Ballet Line 
El Chico 
Rosita Rios 
Damitren & 
Chapuseaux 
Tina Ramirez 
| Los Guaracheros 
|; Vizeaino Ore 
} Havana-Madrid 
Bob & Larry Leslie 
| Raquel & Rolando 
Kenneth Buffet 
Mildred Ray Line 
Trini Reves 
Sacasas Ore 
Pancho Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Fred Oliver Ore 
William Adler Ore 
William Scotti 
Hotel Astor 
Carmen Cavallaro O 
Hotel Beimont-Plaze 
Noble & King 
Burns’ Birds 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Castellanos Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Jack Edwards Ore 
Harold Barry 
Suzanne Gillar 
K Duffy Dners 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
Hote! New Yorker 
Nat Brandwynne 
Ore 
Johnuy Flannagan 
Mona McDonald 
Joan Walden 
Aileen Gratf 
Elouise Christiana 
Barbara Frazier 
Bruce Mapes Jr 
Dick Price 
Tony Bavaar 
Michael Meehan 





Three Suns 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Hotel St Regis 
Laszlo & Penpito 
M Shaw Ore 
Hotel Statier 
Eddy Howard Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Iceland 


| Danny Lewis 


| Harry 


| Jack Palmer 


| Art 


| Hazel 


Harlan Dixon 
Eddie Nelson 
Forrest 
Perry Mayo 
Morris Lloyd 
Line 
Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Joe Howard 
Roger Ray 
Helene & Howard 
Lela Moore 
Don Saxon 
Art Waner O 
B Harlow Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Oscar Calvet Ore 
Jack Towne Ore 
Le Ruban Bleu 
Michael Brown 
Bibi Osterwald 
Jova Sherrill 
3 Rifts 
Kirkwood & 
Goodman 
Norman Paris 2? 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Shirley Dietz 
Rita & Allen 
Marilyn Joyce 
Jobnny Crawford 
Bella Smaro 
Shepard Line 
Waner Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Fletcher & Sheidy 
Nancy Andrews 
Alan Ross 
Beb Downey 
Webster 
Harold Fonville 
Old Knick 
Gene Barry 
Paul Killiam 
Cloris Leachman 
Bob McMenimen 
John Silver 
Gloria Manning 
Al Cooper Orc 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Carmen Montoya 
Mickey Freeman 
Joanne Florio 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Penthouse 
Gloria Benson 
Billy Tabbert 
Yoli O’Bryn 
Kurt Maier 
Riviera 
Tony Martin 
M & G Champion 
Jack Carter 
Judy Lynne 
Jeff Clay 
Walter Nve Ore 
Ralph Funt Ore 
Savannah 
Manhattan Paul 
Ruth Mason 
Shotsie Davis 
Rosetta Davis 
Lucille Dixon 
Versailies 
Jimmy Carroll 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Mike Riley Ore 
Eileen & Carver 


Ore 


| Piute 
' Josh White 


| Henny Youngman | 
| J & T Mahoney 


C Williams 

Cyril Haines 3 
Waldorf-Astoria 

Eddy Duchin Ore 

' Mischa Borr Ore 


Pete 
Village Vanguard 





Josephine Premice 
Marian Bruce 


CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Wonder Wheelers 
Eloise Kirk | Brinckmann_ Sis. 
Nancy Beil Skating Blvdears 
Cody Sandiser | Charles & Lucille 


| Jack Raffloer 
Harold Tomlin | Jerry Mapes 
Bobby Peters Orc ow ae ee 
Chez Paree | Gloria ondy 
Gertrude Niesen Buddy Rust 
Palmer House 
| Sid Caesar 
| Maria Neglia 


Snuffy Klaus 


Rudy Cardenas 


Cee Davidson Ore |B eae. = Mary 
Helsings , Ann Niles 
ae Ore 
Al Morgan led Straeter t 
Gil Robertson Sherman Hotel 
Eleanor Christian Harry Hall 
Adrianne Loraine Bill Snyder Ore 
Billy Chandler Ore | ‘Salute to Rodgers 
Hotel Bismarck ang cata 
Johnny Knapp Honey Drea 
joe Isbell Ralph Sterling 
Brad & Judy John Kriza 
ineamean fie Ruth Ann Koesun 
J Brewer Orc > 
Eric Braun 
H Edgewater Beach Silver Prolies 
Freddie Martin Ore | Garry Morton 
Marianne Fedele Allen Sis 
Paul Haakon Jimmy Nelson 
D Hild Dancers (6) Bud Prentice Ore 
Yost Ambassadors Vine Gardens 
Bob Hammond Lind Bros (3) 
Hotel Stevens Mickey Sharp 
“Skating Circus” Velma Sherry 
Betty Atkinson | Mel Cole Ore 


Charles Hain | Pancho Ore 








Freed on Filmusicals 


__=s Continued from 








page 1 


hibitor opposition to such a plan. 
“All they have are their four-walls, 
we supply the entertainment.” The 
best producers in the world have 
been drawn from writers of music, 
Freed added, citing Rodgers & 
Hammerstein, Irving Berlin, John 
Golden and George M. Cohan. "A 
lot of their ideas were thought 
fantastic, but later were adopted 
by those who scoffed.” 

To adopt this specialized, long- 
run way of playing off a musical, 
the producer would have to con- 
ceive of a film with this sort of 
playoff before it was even made, 
Freed said. “It would have to be 
as carefully prepared and accom- 
plished as ‘Oklahoma!’ and _ not 
made on a program basis. The 


| great writers, such as Irving Berlin 


| 


and Oscar Hammerstein 2d, could 
be drafted to work on them. 
‘B’way Melody’ Ran a Year 

Freed thinks of the idea in terms 
of playing these films in smaller, 
legit houses in all key cities. He 
would shoot for runs comparable 
to those of legit shows. His plan 
would have each producer-director 
follow through after making the 
pix by participating in sales and 
exploitation. As an eample of what 
can be done, he cited “Broadway 
Melody,” one of the first musicals, 
which Freed produced and which 
ran 53 weeks on Broadway. “Gone 
With the Wind,” ‘‘Best Years” and 
“The Jolson Story” were also men- 
tioned as examples. 


Hollywood can do a better job 
with originals than Broadway 
shows adapted for pix, Freed said. 
He added that he would rather do 
an original with Hammerstein as 
tunesmith than buy the best that 
the meinstem has to offer. ‘Meet 
Me in St. Louis,” Metro's biggest 
moneymaker in the song-and-dance 
bracket, came to the lot without 
benefit of a Broadway birth. 


With only one exception, Metro 
has consistently scored profits on 
its lineup of musical offerings, 
Freed declared. Despite the declin- 
ing boxoffice, “it still holds true 
that a good musical film will do 
$4,000,000 or over domestically.” 
“Easter Parade,” for instance, has 
already passed the $4,300,000 
marker, he added. 

Both Louis B. Mayer and Dore 
Schary, Metro’s two top studio- 
ites, “love them,” Freed declared. 
“As for Schary, I’ve never found 
|a song he didn’t know. I give him 
top rating in musicals.” 

Freed, who returned to the Coast 
over the weekend, will re-start 
work on “Annie Get Your Gun” in 
August and expects to finish the 
film in October. He will do a re- 
make of “Show Boat” next year. 
His pians also call for production 
of a South American story, “Fergu- 
son” (nee “Basra’’) with Spencer 
Tracy, and also one with Fred 
Astaire, “Royal Wedding,” with 
script by Alan Jay Lerner and 
tunes by Burton Lane. 

Freed recently bought “Ameri- 
can in Paris” and 18 other com- 
positions, some unpublished, from 
the estate of George Gershwin. Ira 
Gershwin is writing the lyrics for 
a pic under the “American in 
Paris” label which he plans. 





Heads Concord Players 
_ Concord, N. H., June 21. 
Irving H. Soden has been named 
president of the Concord Commu- 
nity Players for the coming year. 


ee 











Atlantic City. 

How the amusement picture in 
this seaside resort has changed in 
the past 50 years! 

Just before the turn of the cen- 
tury Atlantic City hotelmen and 
other business interests knew the 
city had a future. Their first move 
was to give its visitors something 
which would make them remem- 
ber the resort always. This was a 
iong walk of boards that would 
withstand winter tides and the 
‘year and tear of millions of feet. 
It was called a Boardwalk. Along 


(it and on either side every amuse- 


_ boards. 


ment ever devised by man started, 
failed or flourished. 
go down through the lists 
the years with a detailed 
of resort amusements 
result in a book. Let’s hit 
the highlights, though, and make 
that famous old playhouse, the 
Apollo theatre and the Boardwalk 
the high spots. 


In the beginning, hotel people 
ran their own amusements to en- 
tertain their guests. While they 
continue to do so to this day in 
their huge’ establishments, the 
crowds have been such that there 
has always been a need for other 
amusements, not only for the hotel 
guests but tor the great excursion 
crowds whose money really built 
the city. 

Early in the century the ocean 
piers accommodated these crowds. 
It's safe to say there isn’t an old 
trouper alive today who at one 
time hasn’t played a resort pier. 
Working uptown, there were the 
Viillion Dollar, which had vaude- 
ville, pix and dancing; the old 
Young’s pier, vaudeville and hun- 
dreds of other attractions; the Stee- 
plechase, with everything a kid’s 
heart yearned for in the way of 


To 
during 
account 
would 


0 Years of Atlantic City, 
And How It’s Changed 


By JOE WALKER 


, in 








“Mary’s Lamb.” It had been 
completed at a cost of $200,000: 
and the fire jinx was beaten. To- 
day, 40 years later, it still stands 


'—as a film house. But for 25 years 


slides and wheels; the Steel pier, | 


with its great bands, their after- 
noon and evening concerts, vaude- 
ville and films, and the dancing 
on the far end; and then up to the 
Garden, with its fine playhouse, 
where big Broadway shows opened 
and the great name bands played 
for daacers who enjoyed what was 
probably the finest and largest floor 
in the U. S.; and so up to Heinz, 


built to promote his 57 products, | 


but a favorite because of lectures 
and music for old and young. 

For years they brightened the 
days of the vacationist, but one by 
one they fell to demon fire, or the 


'endless wear of the sea, or the 


disdain ot the fickle public. 





7 ‘Garden Sinks Into Ocean | 





The Garden is slowly sinking 
into the ocean while the city and 
some Philadelphia women debate 
who shall own it in an equity court. 
The sea claimed Heinz’s pier sev- 


eral years ago. About the only pier, 


doing any biz is the Steel, with its 
three theatres, one this year hous- 
ing a television screen plus the 
dancefloor on the end with hun- 
dreds of catch-a-nickel attractions 
in-between. 

Now about the old legit houses. 


And if there is a player who has, 
been on the boards for two score | 
who hasn’t played one of) 
, these, well, he simply hasn’t been) 
_anywhere, that’s all. 


years 


Nearly across from the Garden 
pier is the Globe, which still houses 
burlesque in the summer. In its 
heyday the best of them trod its 
It housed vaudeville on 
occasion, and the big shows had 
their openings there. Down further 
was the Savoy, and then the Apollo 
and for a time Woods. The Apollo 
was the last to give up. The Savoy 
became a film house, the Apollo 
ditto, and the old Woods just gave 
way for a more profitable building. 

But now about the famous Apol- 
lo. Old Joe Fralinger, who made 
Atlantic City’s salt water taffy 
what it is today, built the Apollo. 
Three other show houses on the 
spot, all tabbed Academy of Mu- 
sic, had been consumed by fire. 
Fralinger, discouraged by this jinx, 
waited four years and then was 
persuaded to try again. Onto the 
lot at New York avenue and the 
beach went the new showhouse. 
Fralinger was convinced the name 
Academy of Music was unlucky, 
and conducted a contest to name 
the new house. The name Apollo 
was picked. 

On April 13. 1908, the new play- 
house opened with Richard Carle 


' decorated 


it was operated as a legitimate the. 
atre. During that period it boasteg 
the appearance of every prominent 
star in America. 

It was a_ theatrical tradition 
that more successful plays were 
launched in the Apollo than at any 
other house in the country. So 
strong was this belief that pro- 
ducers were influenced by the tra- 
dition that good luck accompanied 
a first presentation at the Apollo. 

Ten successive “Ziegfeld Follies” 
had their beginnings there. It was 


the favorite tryout spot for David 
Belasco and Jed Harris. George 
White and Earl Carroll tried to 


scoop each other for August book- 
ings through many sroductions of 
the “Scandals” and the “Vanities.” 
The Al Jolson shows saw their be- 


ginning on the Apollo boards. 
For years the late Samuel F, 
Nixon managed the house. It was 


he who deserted the uptown Globe 
for the more central location after 
persuading Fralinger to build his 
fourth playhouse. As a matter of 
fact, when Nixon gaye up his lease 
on the Globe the Shuberts stepped 
in, and then started a booking war 
which lasted some 15 years, or un- 
til the death of Nixon. His son, 
Fred G. Nixon-Nirdlinger, succeed- 
ed him and to end the friction 
formed the Nixon-Apolio theatre 
corporation, in which he interested 
the Shuberts, A. L. Erlanger, 
Charles Dillingham and Flo Zieg- 
feld. 

Nixon-Nirdlinger later turned his 
interest in the Apollo over to the 
late Jules Mastbaum, who then 
headed the Stanley Co. of America. 
Times were changing and Holly- 
wood was making great inroads on 


the legitimate theatre. Except in 
the summer season the Apollo 
made no money for its owners. 


Mastbaum turned it back to Nixon- 
Nirdlinger, and the electric sign 
in front said “‘Not a Movie.” It 
staggered on for five years until 
Nixon-Nirdlinger’s death abroad. 
Then it was closed, in the early 
30s. From time to time, in season 
and out, some brave soul tried 
again, the last being Chamberlain 


' Brown, who tried to operate on a 


subsequent basis. 
| ___ Reopened in 1934 | 





The house was extensively re- 
in 1934 and reopened 
under local management as a film- 
ery under its old name, the Apollo. 
It has ‘been doing business for the 
past 14 years with the sign “Not a 
Movie” long ago packed in moth- 
balls. 

But even with the piers and legit 
shows gone, visitors continue to 
flock to Atlantic City in greater 
numbers than ever before, espe- 
cially during the summer. To be 
sure, they aren’t the crowds with 
the cash of yesteryear (or are 
they?). In these days when it costs 
twice or three times as much to do 
the things we like to do. 

What do they do today? 

In season few amusements can 
rompete with the fine beach, sea 


/and the long boardwalk for unin- 
_terrupted strolls by night or day. 


Trying to buck these is simply sui- 
cide, as any promoter will tell you 


' in short order. 








‘Illiterates’ 


Continued from page 1! 


radio has made the child “absorb 
good music with no effort on his 





part. He added that children’s ra- 
dio listening habits result pri 
marily through program recom- 


mendations made by friends, sta- 
tion promotion over the air and 
random dialing; the latter a result 
of hours spend indoor during dur- 
ing bad weather. The above three 
factors, said the NBC Cleveland 
spokesman have been shown to be 
responsible for 90° of program 
introduction to children “with ad- 
vertising and adult guidance con- 


tributing less than 10° of influ- 
ence.” a 
Shultz maintained there “is ne 


be- 


proof whatever that a link 


tween comics and delinquency 


based on anything except suspicion, 
surmise and conjecture. 
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House Reviews 


Palace. N. Y- 
Berk & Hallow, Stagg McMann 
Trio, Virginia 


Adair Dancers (6), 


ome Moray, Don Rice, Gus Van; 
“Roughshod” (RKO), reviewed in 


VARIETY, May 11, ’49. 





Current bill at the Palace con- 


tinues to 
by the 
vival here. 
70 minutes, 


Playing at a snappy 

layout comprises a 
neat mixture of promising young 
acts and standard turns. Firstrate 
staging continues to be a pr ime fac- 
tor in maintaining the show’s drive 


as each of the eight items are 
parred from lingering past their 


eight or nine minutes of allotted 


, ing time. 
eek ond Hallow open with pre- 
cision hoofing during the first half 
of act before turning on the steam 
with some solo acro terping for a 
warm getway. Duo would probably 
get better results with more accent 
on the spectacular stepping as 
against their more 
duo routines. 


Stagg McMann harmonica trio, 


in the deuce, dish up some fancy | 


instrumentation in virtuoso mouth- 
organ style. Combo, however, errs 
in favoring longhair numbers. Al- 
though these are well-received, 
pest response is garnered by their 
single jazz piece. 

Virginia Lee’s acro-comics and 
impressionist Buddy Lewis (New 
Acts) follow with change-of-pace 
turns. Yvonne Moray, diminutive 
songstress who’s spotted in sixth 
position, is also reviewed under 
New Acts. 

Richard Adair Dancers, preced- 
ing Miss Moray, are a ballet-type 
troupe of two men and six gals. 
Choreography in their whiplash- 
ing routine is fair, but builds to a 
strong finish as the bare-chested 
males fling the femmes through 
the air. 

Don Rice, with a prop trombone, 


furnishes good straight comedy 
fare. Comic has a breezy line of 
gags and a couple of slapstick 
laugh-pullers such as a_ water- 
squirting telephone. His windup 


drunk bit is familiar but still sure- 
fire stuff. 

Closing the bill, 
stresses the nustalgic 
his rendition of several old faves 
once associated with the vaude 
team of Van and Schenck. Van’s 
vocal tribute to his late partner is 
intermixed with a medley of Irish, 
Italian and Chinese dialect num- 
bers, and some minstrel gags which 
close the show strongly. Herm. 


Gus 
note 


Van 
with 


Hippodrome, Balto. 


Baltimore, June 19. 


Christine & Moll, Al Grant, Sid | 
Stone, Earl Jack & Betty, Jo Lovii- | 


bardi House Orch; “Johnny Al- 
legro” (Col). 
Rather mild layout depending 


on new stature built by Sid Stone 
via his appearances on the Milton 
Berle video stanza, plays well 
enough. Stone’s w.k. characteriza- 
tion of a pitchman registers for 
maximum response. 

Clicky opening provided by 
Christine & Moll, boy and gir] 
tapsters is followed by Al Grant 
with vocals of “Cabaret,” “Lover's 
Gold” and “Smiles.” Latter gets 
neat response and sets things for 
Stone. There is no question but 
what he has improved consider- 
ably in punching out his laughs. 
His material is good, timing just 
right. 

Earl, Jack and Betty close with 
their roller-skating spins and 
catches. Concluding bit of invit- 
ing audience to participate is still 
g00d for ample response, especial- 
ly with the oversized femme who 
has become a trademarked clincher 
for the act. 


Biz fair. Burm. 


Apolle, N. Y. 

Buddy Johnson Band (12) with 
Ella Johnson, Arthur Prysock, Ray 
Motte & Pedro, Jimmie James, 
Pig Meat” Markham & Co. (4), 
Dancing Dyerettes (6); “An Act 
of Murder” (U). 

Apollo’s current layout, while 
not having much in the way of 
marquee lure, is plenty hefty on 
entertainment values and moves 
along with customary gusto to win 
top appreciation. 

Sparked by Buddy Johnson's 
band, it’s an all-colored unit, with 
exception of Ray Motte & Pedro, 


Ofay acro team. Johnson's crew 
consists of three rhythm, four 
Sawes, three trombones and two 


trumpets, which gives out torridly 
on swing versions of “Super X,” 
Down Yonder” and “Did You See 
Jackie Robinson Hit That Ball?” 
Latier gets quite a production 
buildup via pseudo ballgame for 
boisterous applause. Johnson mae- 
Stros from piano and gives side- 


Lee, Buddy Lewis, | 


hold the solid pace set) 
first month of vaude’s re-| 


conventional | 


,men plenty leeway for solo and 
group spotlighting. 

| Ella Johnson, bandleader's sis- 
| ter, does a neat job on a brace of 
, ballads, while Arthur Prysock 


| keeps distaffers of audience inter- | 


| ested and applauding for his slick 
| baritoning of ““You’d Better Change 
| Your Ways, Baby” and “So Lovely 
|in Her Evening Gown.” 

Dancing Dyerettes provide 
femme touch to an otherwise Eve- 
less Eden and do neatly in their 


rhythm dance opener, but really 
go to town in their acro-dance 
later down on bill. This incor- 


porates some solid gymnastics as 
well as terping, for a tumultous 
bowoff. Gals, adorned in abbreviat- 


ed bare midriff affairs, score in 
solo and tandem work. 
Spacing the line numbers are 


Jimmie James with his clever tap- 
stering and skating dance, ‘“Pig- 
meat” Markham & Co. in custom- 
ary blackout bit which rolls ’em as 
usual, and Ray Motte & Pedro in 
their sock knockabout and hand- 
balancing turn. Edba. 


| 
Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, June 17. 
Robert Sisters & White (3), 
Anne tooney, Don Cuinmings, 
Gautier’s Bricklayers; “City Across 
the River” 


(UA), 

Gautier’s Bricklayers pulls cur- 
rent Capitol layout out of average 
class. Canine headliners continue 
to be top pooch act in vaude, with 
its hep production and flawless 
routine. It’s all familiar, but con- 
tinues to delight. 

Comic Don Cummings has his 


ups and downs in a deadpan, run- 
ning gag routine. Builds slowly, 


but walks off to plenty apprecia- 
tion for his familiar tipsy radio 
announcer sequence. It’s all very 


slapstick, but payees like it. Best 
bet, however, is surprisingly good 
rope-twirling, a la Will Rogers. 

Robert Sisters & White, trio of 
tapsters, make pleasing curtain 
raisers in their fast precision terp 
ing act. Work on a small, raised 
platform, but manage to give illu- 
sion of covering much space. Work 
in various combos, spelling each 
other deftly. 

Chantoosey slot is capably filled 
by Hollywood’s Anne Rooney. 
whose beauteous blondeness adds 
to a satisfactory voice and a nice 
way with a tune. Opens with an 


appropriate version of “It’s Won- 
derful.”’ Goes on to “I Don't See 
Me in Your Eves Anymore” and 


winds up with impressions, includ- 

'ing Carmen Miranda, Judy Gar- 
land and Danny Kaye, all of which 
are strictly Miss Rooney. Lowe. 


Loew’s State. St. Leo 
St. Louis, June 17. 

Frankie Laine, Connie Haines, 
Artie Dann, 4 Evans, 4 Macks, Bon 
nie Ross Orch (15); “Johnny AIl- 
legro” (Col). 

For the first time in 19 years 
vaude has been revived at this 
downtown house and if audience 
reaction can be used as a criterion 
it will provide the hypo needed to 
bolster sagging b.o. Five acts are 
crowded into 62 minutes, and win 
hefty approval. 


Frankie Laine, headlining, is 
sock all the way. His interp of 
“Shine.” “Georgia,” “That's My 


Desire” and “Black and Blue” gar- 
ner solid returns, 

Connie Haines scores with her 
slick thrushing of “Again.” “How 


It Lies.” “Hang On the Ball, Nel- 
lie’ and “Why Did You Do That 


to Me?” 
Session opens with The Four 
Macks, rolling skating quartet, 


working on a small platform in 
front of the band. Their windup 
with a double swivel spin is a po- 
tent applause getter. The Four 
Evans, family act, contrast dancing 
modes of yesteryear and the pres- 
ent era for rounds of applause. 
Each does a solo, with the younger 
gal eontribbing swell acro-contor- 
tion stuff. 

Comedian Artie Dann, who dou- 
bles as m.c., has a line of fresh, 
fast and clean chatter. His mimick- 
ing of Jimmy Durante highlights 
routine for top plaudits. 


Biz very good. Sahu. 








Waller Exit 


good-will campaign toward exhibi- 
tors—although one in which ac- 
tivity will be directed at glad- 
handing and cooperative action, 
rather than money-spending. Fran- 
cis Harmon, v.p. in charge of the 
New York office, who has recently 
been placed in charge of the com- 
bined exhib-community relations 
department, will be forced to do 
most of the exhib-wooing himseil, 
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‘with assists from MPAA prexy | 


Eric Johnston, on whom some 
board members are putting pres- 
sure to get out into the field and 
promote film biz, rather than mak- 
ing speeches on international poli- 
tics and economics. 

_. Most industry observers have 
_been viewing with some astonish- 
ment the MPAA’s axe-wielding on 
public relations at a time when it 
is thought that plugging the indus- 
try was never more vital. Not 
only should the good name of 
Hollywood be promoted in every 
Way possible, it is figured, but 
possibly a promotional campaign 
should be embarked upon to hypo 
Sagging public interest in films. 

Entire savings to the Association 
in the public relations field via the 
firing of Waller, Beller and the 
three people a couple weeks ago 
amounts to less than $40,000 a 
year—an average of $4,000 for 
each of the 10 companies which 
contribute to support of the 
MPAA. 

Aim is to take the public rela- 
tions duties, so far as possible, off 
the shoulders of the Association 
and put it on the member-com- 
panies and on the new all-industry 
committee which it is hoped might 
come out of present efforts by 
Johnston and Harmon. Vet indus- 
tryites feel that there will be little 


chance of sustained action from 
this front. 

Waller’s two years with the 
Association have at times been 
tempestuous as result of his con- 
tinued efforts to break down its 
traditional hush-hush policy and 


give to the trade and public some 
knowledge of its activities. Twice. 
as a result of these efforts, he 


handed in his resignation, only to 
have it turned down and to win his 


point. In the most recent alterca- 
tion, Johnston issued an_ intra- 
office directive reducing interfer- 


ence by Harmon in Waller’s activi- 
ties. 

Departure of Waller and Beller. 
following resignation the previous 
week of exhib relations rep David 
Palfreyman (because of intra-of- 
fice personality differences, not 
economy), leaves the MPAA gen- 
eral staff with no one who has had 
actual experience in the film biz 
Johnston, his assistants, Joyce 
O’Hara and Edward T. Cheyfitz: 
Harmon, publicity chief Kenneth 
Clark, and other staffers have all 
come to the MPAA from other 
fields. 

Waller came to the Association 
from United Artists, where he had 
been publicity topper, and before 
that with Paramount. Beller 
moved over with Waller from UA. 
Neither has any future plans as 
yet. 











‘Detective Story’ 


Continued from page 3 


Gun” at the time of peak film box- 
office receipts in early 1947. 

Many different types of deals are 
being offered Kingsley, virtually 
all of them calling for a down pay- 
ment plus a participation in profits. 
Because of these percentage fea- 
tures, choosing the most profitable 
is no easy task and Kingsley is go- 
ing into detail on what the various 
companies propose to put into the 
pic in the way of cast, director, ex- 
ploitation, ete. It is likely, how- 
ever, that a sale will be consum- 
mated shortly. 

Goldwyn has offered Kingsley 
$450,000 plus 50% of the profits 
after the costs have been recouped. 
For this. the author is to provide 
the rights to the play, write the 
screenplay and direct it. While 
this arrangement would probably 
give Kingsley maximum income, 
he is not anxious to spend the time 
required for doing the screenwrit- 
ing and megging. 


Exhib Suits 
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meet decided that the or- 
ganizational base would not be 
broad enough without participa- 
tion of Allied and a number of les- 
ser national groups. Hence, gab- 
bing was confined to an exploratory 
nature. It is expected, however, 
that the point will be pressed at 
later and broader meets. 

Anti-trust suits have continued 
to be slapped against distribs at a 
rate of one-per-week for the past 
few years. Distribs had hoped that 
their campaigns to cut clearances 
and realign runs would cause a 
tapering in the number of actions. 
Their remedies, so far, have prov- 
ed fruitless. Hence, the alarm over 
the undiminished volume in these 
actions. 


MPAA 


New 


WILLIAM WARFIELD 
Songs, Piane 

35 Mins. 

Club Norman, Toronto 


Former baritone lead with “Call 
Me Mister" and “Set My People 
Free,” William Warfield is taking | 
a fiyer in night club work and 
scores with his solid drive and de- 
livery. (The baritone will play Cal 


in Mark Blitzstein’s musical version 


of “The Little Foxes” skedded for 
Broadway opening in late October.) 

Singer and self-accompanist is 
currently clicking at the Club Nor- 
man, Toronto, where he was signed 


for two weeks and has now been 
inked for four, with possible sub- 
sequent holdover A bet for the 
better niteries, Warfield immedi- 
ately reveals his concert training 
background the majored in music 
at the Eastman School) but his 
stint, when caught, also proved that 


changes 


he is versatile in tempo and mood 
from dramatic ballad to 
low-groove blues and _ skat. His 


work at the piano is also outstand- 


cordiality. 


ing in wicked-harmony technique 

Opened with “Dusty Road” and 
immediately won audience with his 
basic talent and well-mannered 
Fine routining§ in 


changed tempos received solid re- 
action for vocalistics that need no 


I 


nike and were showmanly selected 
Numbers included “So in Love.” 
an Irish vs. American arrangement 


Acts 


VIRGINIA LEE (2) 


' Acrobatic 
| 9 Mins., Two 


Palace, N. Y. 

Virginia Lee has a crackerjack 
acrobatic routine’ glossed with 
laughs. Opening with a conven- 
tional flip, she leads into an aud 
participation gag with a selection 
of a partner from the front-seaters. 
Latter is a regular but unbilled 
member of the team who does a 
terrific job of pretending to be a 
novice at the balancing handstands. 
Duo artfully stumble through a 
series of acro stunts with every- 
body convinced the guy is a rank 
amateur. It’s a solid gag twist. 

They make a mistake, however, 
in throwing off the man's disguise 
in a final series of handsprings. 
Turn would be doubly effective if 
his identity as a pro was left in the 
dark down to the finish. Maybe he 
could even take his orchestra seat 
again as the final comedy fillup. 

Herm. 


JOHNNY CRAWFORD 
Songs, Emcee 

9 Mins. 

Leon & F idie’s, N. Y. 

Johnny Crawford is a pleasant- 
looking, dark-haired baritone who 
knows his way around a song. He 
has good phrasing, breath control 
and the ability to ingratiate him- 


of “Molly Malone.” “Big Fat : , 

Mamma” and “Outskirts of Town.” Self with his audience. 

etc Warfield has vocal power There are times when Crawford 

deep feeling. and fine shading and has to force his high ones, but 

phrasing. He's a bet for any spot that’s nothing that proper vocal 

where the emphasis is on closs Instruction can’t cure; at other 

McStay times, when he’s more deliberate 

— ; eh phrasing and breath con- 

: oe trol, he does reach ‘’em He's a 

GRAYCE EDWARDS “good bet for secondary roles in 

Songs musicals. 

15 Mins. ; ; His emceeing is of standard 

Latin Casino, Philly variety; straight introductions 


the 
wards 


debut before 
Gravee Ed- 
of a highly 


Making her nitery 
hometown folks, 
had the help 


partial audience, which kept her on 


long 


bevond the 15 minutes al- 


lotted for her next-to-closing spot 


modern Vintonation 
esque 


Trained by Al _ Siegel, Miss 
Edwards reveals a combination of 
and Merman- 


mannerisms. Special ma- 


terial and showtunes are the sing- 


er’s 


forte. She puts over with 
brusque sureness a blue tune, such 
as the Calypso lament “Put Out the 
Fire Down There,’ authored by 
Siegel. 

Other numbers which register on 
the applause-meter are the stirring 
“Manhattan Towers” and “As a 
Bad Girl I'm Going to Be Good.” 
For an encore she did another 
Siegel lilt, “Baltimore Jones,” in 
blues style, and closes with an ef- 
fective arrangement of “I May Be 
Wrong,” the lyrics of which pay off 
the audience with thanks. For a 
newcomer, Miss Edwards has 
plenty of poise and floor savvy, 
and her varied material shrewdly 
covers up lack of vocal modulation. 


Gagh. 

YVONNE MORAY 
Songs 
9 Mins.: One 
Palace, N. Y. 

A three-foot high . songstress, 
Yvonne Moray packs plenty of 
power in her diminutive frame. 


Miss Moray has a racy warbling 
stvle, effectively using the contrast 
between her size and her strong, 
full set of pipes. Aside from novel- 
tv angles, she rates as an able 
blues singer in her own right. 

But together with the vocal com- 
petency, Miss Moray has savvy and 
a sense of humor. Working with a 
miniature mike stand, she uses it as 
a prop for a series of pratfalls and 
pole-climbing stunts. Also tosses In 


some agile jitterbug hoofing to sock 


home her repertory of hot numbers 


such as “Hurry on Down.” She’s 
surefire for any medium. Heri. 
SHIRLEY DIETZ 

Songs 

& Mins. 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Shirley Dietz is a young song- 
stress who obviously needs plenty 
of experience. She requires rou- 
tining, knowledge of song selection 
and the ability to use her hands 
properly. Does nothing  bui 
standards. 

Her voice is fair enough, for one 
with her limited experience. The 
customers, many of them Rotarians 
in New York for their annual con- 
vention, seemed to like her. 

Kahn. 


BELLA SMARO 
Gypsy Dancing 

7 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 

Bella Smaro is of the fiery, 
gvpsy-dancing type, strictly a flash 
filler whose stock in trade is her 
amazing vigor to whirl around the 
floor. 

For the conventioneering Ro- 
tarians Miss Smaro is the whistle- 
at kind. And the Rotarians did. 

Kalin. 


without any fanfare Kahn. 


BUDDY LEWIS 
Impressions 
9 Mins.; One 
Palace, N. Y. 

Buddy Lewis is a_ palatable 
young comic with a gssd flair tor 
impressions. His library of carbons 
is considerable but they're also 
conventional, reiterating that fa- 
miliar gallery of show biz notabies 
from Robinson to Durante. He 
travels at a fast clip, however, and 
registers his skill effectively. 

He tees off with a Groucho Marx 
routine which leads into brief 
characterizations of Bogart, Cag- 
ney, Jolson, Ted Lewis, Chevalier, 
and Cary Grant. They're all okay, 
but in some of them Lewis is offer- 
ing second carbons from originals 
by other impressionists. Herm. 


RITA & ALAN 
Ballroom Dancing 

7 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 

Ballroom team, though obviously 
lacking big league calibre, at least 
shows imagination for one with its 
limited experience. They try to 
skip the more obvious standard 
routines for ones of lesser familiar- 
ity, though none of them is done 
with sharply professional polish. 

They're a young team who have 
to sell better before they can hope 
for the bigger time. They got good 
returns. Kahn. 


MPAA-Allied 
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anememenll 
of the MPAA exhibitor and com- 


munity relations committee, will 
also make the trip. Harmon has 


asked TOA to permit him to ap- 


pear before the Los Angeles con- 
vention in September. Matter is 
to be considered by TOA’s board. 


In opening the huddle with 
TOAers, Johnston declared that 
the industry would take on “a new 
pattern” on the first of the year 
when anti-trust consent decrees go 
into effect. It was essential, he said, 
that a unified front be created be- 
fore that date. Johnston, apparent- 
ly, was quite concerned over con- 
tinued anti-trust feuding and the 
raft of private suits brought by 
exhibs. 

Austin C. Keough, Paramount's 
general counsel, who is also serv- 
ing on the committee, put in a 
pitch for improved press relations. 
Keough went to great lengths to 
show the need for better treat- 
ment by newspapers. 


Speaking for TOA, Ted Gam- 
ble, board chairman, asked that the 
MPAA group broaden its base by 
seeking to include all important 
exhib outfits. His plea was adopted 
by Johnston and the others and 
was the basis for the press re 


lease. a 
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Frances Starr-Corn’ Gross OK 76 
At Olney; Other Strawhat Notes 


Olney, Md., June 21. 

Frances Starr in “Corn Is Green” 
racked up a satisfactory $7,000 in 
its week at Olney, the strawhatter 
midway between Baltimore _and 
Washington. Take was consider- 
ably below the sensational $23,000 
which Tallulah Bankhead in “Pri- 
vate Lives” grossed in its forth- 
night stint. However, “Corn” gave 

roducers Richard Skinner and 
‘velyn Freyman a better than 
even break for small nut it carried. 

Mary McArthur got rave notives 
from all the local drama desks. 
Mother Helen Hayes trekked in to 
see her daughter. 

Leon Janney and Viola Roache 
in “Night Must Fall’ now current 
at Olney with screen star Guy 
Madison in “John Loves Mary” due 
in next week (28). 





Pitt Strawhats Mushrooming 
Pittsburgh, June 21. 
Strawhats mushrooming here this 
year after being practically un- 
known locally for so long. Latest 
to enter the picture is Little Lake 


theatre, on banks of Canonsburg, | 


Pa., Dam Lake, about 20 miles 
from downtown. Playhouse is in a 
remodeled barn. 

Little Lake is being operated by 
Will Disney and his mother, Edith 
M. Disney, and schedule calls for 
four productions, “Blithe Spirit,” 
“There’s Always Juliet,” ‘““Yes, My 
Darling Daughter” and “Night 
Must Fall.” If it catches on, others 
are to be added. 





Hillbarn’s 9th Season 
San Mateo, Cal., June 21. 
The Hillbarn summer theatre 
opens its ninth season July 8 with 
“Sight Unseen,” new comedy from 
the Stanford Dramatists’ Alliance 
playwrighting contest. “Sight Un- 
seen” is to be followed by “The 
Demi-Monde” and “Anne of the 
Thousand Days.” Presentation of 
the latter will mark its first on the 
Coast. 
Robert Brauns will direct all pro- 
ductions, sets by Sam Rolph. 





Pic Precludes Ross Date 

Anthony Ross has been released 
from his contract to appear as lead- 
ing man at the Woodstock (N.Y.) 
playhouse this summer. Instead 
he heads for the Coast, where he 
will be featured in Warners’ 
“Ladies and ‘Gentleman,” starring 
Ginger Rogers. 


In return for Ross’ release, War-' 


ners is helping Michael Lilenthal, 
managing director of the strawhat, 
to find suitable substitutes for the 
roles originally slated for Ross. 
The first replacement is Kurt 
Hatch, who began a week’s run 
esterday (Tues.) in “I Remember 
Tama.” 





Hopatcong Sets 12-Week Season 

Hannah Goodman has leased the 
Lakeside Playhouse, Lake Hopat- 
cong, N. J., for a 12-week season, 
operating with an Equity company 
and guestar policy. It tees off 


June 28 with John Loder in “O 
Mistress Mine,” in which he co- 
starred this past season’ with 
Sylvia Sydney. 

Remainder of roster includes: 
Priscilla Lane in “Candlelight,” 
July 5; Ann Dvorak in “Anna 


Lucasta” (white version), July 12; 
Margie Hart in “Rain,” July 19; 
Bela Lugosi in “Arsenic and Old 
Lace,” July 26; Ann Harding in 
“Yes, My Darling Daughter,” Aug. 
2; Jean Parker in “Happy Birth- 
day,”’ Aug. 9, and Vicki Cummings 
in “Separate Rooms,” Aug. 16, 
and James Dunn in “The Barker,” 
Aug. 23. Two additional bills will 
round out the season, possibly new 
plays, but are not set as yet. 





Big Mass. Season 
Boston, June 21. 

Local strawhat circuit expecting 
a smash season this year with 
many high-powered names already 
signed and list augmented almost 
daily. 

Only house not employing star 


system is Mary B. Winslow's 
Monomoy theatre at Chatham. 
which opens its seventh season 


June 29 with “Candlelight,” di- 
rected by Robert Bardwell. Sched- 
ule calls for 10-week season. with 
resident Equity company rotating 
leading parts. Formidable lineup 
of productions will be: July 6, 
“The Glass Menagerie”; July 13, 
“Peg O’ My Heart”: July 20, “On 
Stage”; July 27, “Streets of New 
York”; Aug. 3, “Thunder Rock”: 
Aug. 10, “I Like It Here”; Aug. 17, 
“Rain”; Aug. 24. “But Not Good- 
bye”; closing Aug. 31 with “An 
Inspector Calls.” 

Lee Falk and Al Capp, co-pro- 
ducers of Boston summer theatre 
will tee off their season July 4 
with “Pretty Penny,” staged by 
This will be 


George S. Kaufman. 


>i 


‘followed by Ann Harding’s appear- 


ance July 11 in “Yes, My Darling 


Daughter”; Kay Francis July 18 in| ! 
j : from that lofty perch the perform-| who produced the original version, co-authored by Anita Loos and John 
intelligible and -merson. 


“Let -Us Be Gay,” and Sarah 


Churchill and Jeffrey Lynn July | ance is audible, 





Legit Follow-Up 


Inside Stuff—Legit 











South Pacific 
(MAJESTIC, N. Y.) 


Even from the rear of the top 
row of the balcony, “South Pa- 





cific” is a great show. As seen 


18 in “The Philadelphia Story.” immensely enjoyable. 


Other productions not set yet. 


With the signing of Sylvia Syd-| 


ney to appéar in “The Two Mrs. 
Carrolls” for week of July 28 the 
Falmouth Playhouse has com- 
pleted its booking for its six-week 
season. 





Chevy Chase C. C.’s Theatre 
Chicago, June 21. 
The Chevy Chase Country Club, 
near Highland Park, will function 
as the North Shore summer theatre 
for eight weeks this season. Mar- 
shall Mitgatz is producer, and Rich- 
|ard Barr director. Buster Keaton 
|inaugurates season July 11 in 
|“Three Men on a Horse.” A resi- 
dent Equity company will include 
Paula Laurence, Martin Kingsley, 
Otis Bigelow and Will Kuluva. 





Actors Guild Detroit Season 
Detroit, June 21. 

Nearby Grosse Ile will have five 
weeks of summer theatre present- 
ed by the Actors’ Guild, New York 
company, beginning June 28. 

Scheduled are “John Loves 
Mary,” “The Cat and the Canary,” 
“The Hasty Heart,” “The Glass 
Menagerie” and “The Philadelphia 
Story.” 





Strawhat Jottings 

Alexander Clark and his wife, 
Frances Tannehill, do _ several 
weeks of thesping at Sara Stamm’s 
Newport (R. I.) Casino starting the 
week of July 4...“Holiday” 
Playhouse, Brookfield, Conn., be- 
ginning June 23. 
pany includes Alice Moore, John 
Graham, Frank Daly Mel and Sy- 
bil Roberts...Lake Summit Play- 
house inaugurates season June 28 
with “Penny Wise.” Dodce Wick, 
Robroy Farquhar, 
William Rubien, Henry Hamilton, 
Rosemary Prinz, France Ready and 
Muriel Fleit are members of res- 
ident company..The Castle Play- 
ers, Msonson, Mass., begin their 
season June 29 with ‘Fair and 
Warmer” Thomas Canon will do 
choreography for Lambertville, 
N. J., Music Circus... “Best Foot 
Forward” will tee off season at 
Theatre By-The-Sea, Matunuck, 
i. 1. daly 7. 

Edmun Ryan will have leading 
role in Bucks County Playhouse, 
New Hope, Pa., tryout of “‘I’ll Take 
My Stand,” week of June 27. Boyd 
Crawford was previously announced 
for part, but had to be replaced be- 
cause of illness ..Dennis King 
will co-star with Sir Cedric Hara- 
| wicke in ‘“‘The Winslow Boy” at the 
Falmouth Playhouse, week of July 
11...Jane Hoffman will leave cast 
of current Broadway production, 
“Two Blind Mice,” to appear in 
leading roles at the John Drew 


Resident com- | 


Hoface’ Burr, | 


| like “Nothing Like a Dame,” 


will | 
be the opening bill at the Nutmeg | 


Memorial theatre, East Hampton, | 


_L. I...The Museum theatre, To- 
ronto, will not function as a sum- 
mer playhouse this season. Stanley 
Bell, reported to be operating a 
stock season there, has joined the 
touring company of “The Impor- 
tance of Being Earnest,’”’ which 
plays its first date at the Tangle- 
wood theatre, Falmouth, Mass., 
June 28...Estelle Winwood and 
John Buckmaster head the cast, 
which features Louisa Horton, 


Frances Carson and Hilary Dennis. | 


Barns already listed in VARIETY 
as operating this summer, and 
which have since taken out Equity 
bonds, include Brattleboro 
summer theatre, Clinton (Conn.) 
theatre, Peninsula playhouse, Fish 
Creek, ~Wis.; Lakeside theatre, 
| Lake Hopatcong, N. J.; Shady 
Lane players, Marengo, IIl.; Grove 
Theatre Co., Nuangola, Pa., and 
Schroon Lake (N. Y.) summer thea- 
tre... Betty and Jane Kean will 
portray the sisters in the Theatre- 
by-the-Sea, Matunuck, R. I., pro- 
duction of “My Sister Eileen”. . 
Tryout of “You Gott Regetta” at 
the Bellport (N. Y.) summer thea- 
tre set for Aug. 9... George Pet- 
rie signed for leading role in “You 
Only Love Twice,” which will be 
tried out at Cohasset, Mass., week 
of June 27... Nancy Walker will 
appear in the role originated by 
Audrey Christie in the Chapel 
Playhouse, Guilford, Conn., pro- 
duction of “Light Up the Sky.” 
week of Aug. 1... Mildred Baker 
will mark her stage return in “The 
Vinegar Tree” at West Newbury 
(Mass.) summer theatre, week of 
June 25. 

Supporting Buster Keaton in 
“Three Men On a Horse” at Berk- 
shire Playhouse in Stockbridge 
(Mass.) this week are Eddie Hy- 
ams, Michael Dreyfuss, Janet Fox 
and Barbara Brady, granddaughte: 
of William A, Brady. 


(Vt.) | 


| To a habitual lower-floor play- 
goer, the show is in curious per- 
spective from up under the eaves. 
Particularly in such a large thea- 
tre, the stage is seen from an al- 
most vertica! angle, the actors look 
'tiny and, even to one with excep- 
| tional eyesight, facial expressions 
| are indistinguishable. Yet in the 
case of “South Pacific” little of 
the sense of the performance and 
practically none of the impact is 
lost. 

This is largely due to the elo- 
quent body movement of the play- 
ers. Repeatedly, though facial ex- 
pression can’t be seen, the situa- 
'tion and lines are clarified by ges- 
‘ture, posture and movement. That 
‘is true of both comedy bits and 
| love scenes. The songs are per- 
fectly audible at the top of the 
house, and in ensemble —o 
1e 
sense of the lyrics, if not all the 
actual words, is plain. 

Many of the gallery-wise wear 
spectacle-binoculars, which may be 
'a help in seeing the performance, 


but can’t offset the loss of per-| 
spective in viewing the scenery and | 


getting the effect of the lighting 
from there. But the greatest draw- 


ing is obviously the discomfort of 
an inadequately cooled and ven- 
tilated house. By the beginning of 
the second act the balcony becomes 
hot and stifling. Hobe. 


Goodbye, My Fancy 
(FULTON, N. Y.) 

With replacements in three of 
the four leads, ‘‘Goodbye, My 
Fancy” 
play, but still an interesting and 
amusing one. But whether the 
present combination of Ruth Hus- 
sey, Richard Hart and Jean Casto 
have enough boxoffice draw to 
carry the show over the early-sum- 
mer lull on Broadway remains to 
be seen. Madeleine Carroll returns 
as star Aug. 22, but Sam Wana- 
maker and Shirley Booth have 
exited the other leads permanently. 

Miss Hussey is excellent as the 
romantic Congresswoman who re- 
turns to her alma mater to receive 
an honorable degree. As she plays 
it, the character seems more direct, 
more definite and more forceful 
than before. It’s possibly a better 
performance technically, clarifying 
some points that formerly failed to 
come across and giving different 
values to situations and the other 
characters, but perhaps having a 
shade less good humor or radiance. 

Miss Casto gives a positive com- 
edy performance as the wry secre- 
tary, though naturally lacking Miss 
Booth’s inimitable finesse. Hart is 
likable as the devious Life mag 


correspondent-photog, with less de- , 
liberate nonchalance than Wana- | 
maker gave the role. Conrad Nagel | 


remains: admirably sanctimonious 
as the college prez, and Bethel Les- 
lie has kept the freshness in her 
performance as the ingenue, though 
she now seems a bit mature for the 
part. 

Most of the others tend to over- 
play a bit, particularly in the open- 
ing scene. The setting and cos- 
tumes are in good condition. 

Hobe. 





Frisco Muny Season 


San Francisco, June 21. 


Selection of the eight plays for 
the 1949-50 San Francisco Munici- 
pal Theatre season is announced by 
David W. Hunter, managing direc- 
tor. Seven of the productions in- 
clude two comedies, a farce, an 
historical play, a fantasy and two 
serious dramas. The eighth will be 
the winning entry in a $500 state- 
wide contest sponsored by the Mu- 
nicipal Theatre. 

Opening the season Oct. 6 will be 
“Strange Bedfellows,” followed by 
“Glass Menagerie,” a Christmas 
play, “‘Amphitryon 38,” “Tale of 
Two Cities,” “Arms and the Man” 
and “Another Part of the Forest.” 





NEW DALLAS TROUPE 


Dallas, June 21. 
A Dallas Little Theatre for 
Young People is organizing in Dal- 
las. Plans include classes three| 


mornings a week in makeup, dic- | 


tion, stagecraft and costuming, as 
well as acting and presentation of 
plays. 

Part of the program will be to 
train youngsters for adult Dallas 
— theatre productions next win- 
er. 


Although most of the pre-production details of the musical version og 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” are set, financing cannot be obtained anq 
actual work cannot start until the matter of the screen rights is clarifieg 
However, casting auditions are being held, with Vivian Blaine, June 
_Havoc and Marilyn Maxwell considered for leading role of Lorelej Lee 

Question of the picture rights is being negotiated with Paramount. 
'which claims ownership through a deal with the late Edgar Selwyn, 





| Musical edition, with book by Miss Loos and Joseph Fields, score by 
| Jule Styne, lyrics by Leo Robin, will be staged by John C. Wilson 
with Herman Levin and Oliver Smith co-producing and the latter doing 
the scenery. 





“The Happy Time,” Rodgers & Hammerstein’s next production, ig 
by Sam Taylor, radio and TV scripter. It’s his first produced play 
Chief role revolves around a 13-year-old French-Canadian boy, which 
is the No. 1 casting chore. Taylor, incidentally, will be chief writer on 
Arthur Schwartz's new “Inside USA” television series for Chevrolet 
over CBS next fall. It’s a video version of the legit revue, and may 
have occasional guesters like Beatrice Lillie and Jack Haley, currently 
costarred in the legit, among others. He will also script for Phileo TV 


back to upper-bleacher theatrego- | 


is a somewhat different | 


Playhouse. 


Schwartz may fly to Paris this summer to write some fresh songs 


with Howard Dietz, Loew’s, Inc., veepee, his lyricist-collaborator on 


many past production efforts. Dietz left last week for an extended Stay 
in Europe, partly vacation and partly tied into Loew’s current 25th 
anniversary celebration worldwide. 





Georgia Neese Clark, new nominee for U. S. Treasurer, once played 


summer stock at the old Majestic theatre, Buffalo, under the manage- 


ment of Dr. Peter C. Cornell. 





Legit Bits 





Plays Abroad 











for Dennis, Mass., to rehearse “The 
Heiress,” in which he’ll star on the 
rural circuit ... Alfred de Liagre, 
Jr., lias taken a summer place at 
East Hampton, L. I... . The Sol 
Jacobsons left yesterday 
for a two-week motor trip through 
Virginia, North Carolina and Ten- 


nessee ... Seymour Raven, second- 
istring critie of the Chicago 
'Tribune, in town to catch the 
shows. 

When “High Button Shoes” 
closes July 2 its run will have 


topped by two performances the 
725-time engagement of “Finian’s 
Rainbow,” thereby winning $100 
apiece for producer Joseph Kip- 
ness and manager Jack Small, of 
the former show, from pressagent 
Samuel J. Friedman, of the latter. 
However, Friedman will win $50 
from Milton Rosenstock, orchestra 
conductor of “Shoes,” because the 
musical will have failed to con- 
tinue through next Sept. 15. 


Samuel Rosen will present his 
and Michael Clayton 
“Arrangement for Strings’ on 
Broadway in the fall, with a cast 
including Anne Revere (Mrs. 
Rosen), Tom Helmore, J. M. Kerri- 
gan and Mary Drayton ... With 
“Madwoman of Chaillot” starting 
its summer layoff this Saturday 
(25), company manager Sam 
Schwartz will visit some of the 
friends who for the last couple of 
years have been inviting him to 


their places in the country .. .. 


Walter Hendl, new conductor of 
the Dallas Symph, composing score 
for Theatre Guild production of 
“Story for a Sunday Evening” by 
Paul Crabtree. Play tries ont in 
July at Westport, Conn., Play- 


Off-B’way Show 


| Feather Your Nest 


Lavishly costumed and artisti- 
| cally set, “Feather Your Nest,” 


| presented by the Madison House 
| Junior Committee at the Kaufman 
| theatre, N. Y., for two perform- 
-ances Monday-Tuesday (20-21), is 
|a moderately entertaining revue 
‘which offers little for Broadway. 
Except for an occasional highlight, 
the show has nothing exceptional 
in the way of lyrics, 
sketches. Best number of the pro- 
duction is the second-act curtain- 








raiser, “No Trumpets, No Drums, | 
No Song,” for which Jerry Stevens 


did both the music and lyrics. 
Some of the sketches were basical- 
ly funny, but in the telling didn’t 


hold up. This was particularly 
evidenced in a_e skit based on 
VaARIETY’s headline, “Hicks Nix 


Sticks Pix.” 

The execution of Chuck Brun- 
ner’s ballets 
lacking poise. Talent was predomi- 


nantly displayed in the vocal de-| 


partment, with Peggy Merber, No- 


‘ella Pello and Hank Roberts giv- 
ing good renditions. Ervin Foster | 


showed some comic ability in a 
number of monologs. Direction by 


Stevens was okay. Howard Styne’s | 
| production was above par for this 


sort of show. A special note in 
the playbill thanks Frank Saten- 


stein for his valuable aid in the | 
| production. 


| 
Basil Rathbone left Monday (20) 


(Tues.) | 


Hutton’s 


music or) 


found the dancers) 


'singer as Guetary, 


Australia to make it. 





The Third Visitor 


London, June 14. 

Charles Fleming and Peter Baker pro. 
duction (in association with Piffard & 
Robinson Productions) of new play in 
three acts by Gerald Anstruther. Directed 
by Ellen Pollock. At Duke of York’s, Lon. 
don, June 13, °49. 
Richard Carling.......... 
Jack Kurton 
James Oliver 


| 


Bruno Barnabe 
eRe ee Anthony Marlowe 
Reed de Rouen 
cbt. vbade Mackenzie Ward 
Steffy Millington Sonia Dresdel 
i, i fee Rosemary Scott 
Detective Inspector........ Cecil Ramage 


Bill Millington.......... 


George Hewson............ John Ruddock 
| Old-fashioned but entertaining 
thriller that starts with a murder 


then unfolds a trail of villainy dis- 
closing the victim is in reality the 
killer, leaving the cops man-hunt- 
ing a non-existent personality. In- 
volved and far-fetched story but 
supplying sufficient twists to hold 
interest and should attract lovers 
of this kind of exaggerated plot. 
It contains sufficient macabre inci- 
dents to make good screen mate- 
rial but ics chances as a New York 
candidate are slender. 

Richard Carling is an obvious 
scoundrel from curtain rise, where 
he is seen awaiting a mysterious 
lady. He has two other callers, the 
second of whom has tracked him 
down for double-crossing him in 
America, and a murderous assault 
follows. 

Hue and cry that follows impli- 
cates two couples, one the partner 
of the deceased, and his frivolous 
wife who has sought sanctuary with 
the others to screen her absence 
overnight. In lying to cover up for 
her, the other wife gets involved 
with the police. Last scene reveals 
Carling is not dead, having changed 
identities after killing his attacker. 
It develops he is a Nazi war crim- 
inal and the woman planned the 
assignation to kill him, being a vic- 
_tim of his concentration camp bru- 
tality. He is then shot by another 
man whom he had terrorized into 
insanity. 

Bruno Barnabe is duly sinister as 
the German, with Sonia Dresdel 
deftly varying her moods for the 
necessary lighter angles and mo- 
ments of tragedy. Mackenzie Ward 
is airily amusing as her improvl- 
'dent husband and Rosemary Scott 
‘is suitably scared and defiant as 
'the mendacious friend. Reed de 
Routn gives a neat characteriza- 
_tion as the short-lived American 
avenger. Cecil Ramage makes 4 
‘bland, human Scotland Yard sleuth. 
| Piece is ably directed by Ellen Pol- 
lock. Clem. 


Latin Quarter 
(CASINO, LONDON) 

London, June 15. : 

Tom Arnold and Emile Littlers 
“Latin Quarter” has undergone 
several changes in the cast, but it 
is still the biggest money-maker 
in the West End. The show, not the 
cast, is the thing. , 
Replacing Willie Shore, Gil 
Maison and Georges Guetary are 
Bert Howell and Buddy Bowser, 
Bob Williams, and Christian Selva. 
Howell and _ Bowser score on 
harmony, but their comedy 1s very 
corny and could do with some re- 
‘vision. Williams has two pooches 
which prove good laugh-getters 
and go over very big. Selva is pre 
sentable but nowhere as finished 4 
often muffing 


his lines when he sings in English, 


‘because of his unfamiliarity with 
' the lingo. 


Frances Day, who leaves in ont 
July, will be replaced by Phyl - 
Robins, who is flying a 
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Marta Abba Sues Shubert Outfit 
On Rights to Pirandello Plays 


effort to establish 


In an 
four plays written 


Jegal rights to 
py the late 
actress Marta 
nN. Y. federal 
against Select . 
Shubert subsidiary. Retired since 
appearing in the De- 
yal comedy, “Tovarich,” on Broad- 
way in 1936, Miss Abba charges 
that the defendant claims certain 


Pirandello, 
filed 
last 


Luigi 
Abba 

court 

Theatres 


suit in 
week 


Corp., a 


Jacques 


rights to the quartet which has pre- 


vented her from exploiting the 
works in the U. S. 


Miss Abba maintains that she has | 


the exclusive American rights to 
translate, present and produce the 
four Pirandello pieces, whose Eng- 
lish titles are “Tonight We Impro- 
vise,’ “When You Are Somebody,” 
“The Giants of the Mountain” and 
“The New Colony.’ Action seeks 
an injunction restraining Select 
from exercising its alleged rights 
and also seeks a declaratory judg- 
ment as‘ a means of determining 
her own Claims to the plays. 


Paul Dullzell Reelected 
President of Four A’s; 
Affiliate’s Charter Nixed 


Paul Dulizell was reelected 
president of the Associated Actors 
& Artistes of America at the an- 
nual meeting of the organization's 
international board Friday (17) in 
New York. Others named, all in- 
cumbents, were George Heller, 


first vice-president; Reuben Gus- 
kin, second v.p.; Ruth Richmond, 
treasurer, and Florence Marston, 
executive-secretary. 

The 4A’s is the parent organiza- 





tion of Actors Equity, Chorus 
Equity, Screen Actors Guild, 
Screen Extras Guild, American 


Federation of Radio Artists, Amer- 
ican Guild of Musical Artists, 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
Hebrew Actors Union and Brother 
Artists Assn. (burlesque). The 
charter of the Roumanian Actors 
Guild, an affiliate of some 35-40 


members, was revoked by the 4A’s | 
last week after it had failed to | 


meet the parent body’s require- 
ments in ending an internal row 
in the union. 


WNEW, N. Y., TO REPORT 
ON TRYOUT SHOWS 


Opening-night reports of out-of- 
town tryouts of Broadway legit 
shows will be broadcast in the fall 
by WNEW, New York. Five-minute 
programs will consist of two-way 
telephone conversations between 
the New York studio and a critic 


or reporter who has attended the 
road premiere. Stanzas wili be 





spotted in Art Ford’s “Milkman’s | 


Matinee” recorded series, immedi- 


ately following the 12:30 midnight 


news interlude. 


With the growing interest in| 


legit openings on Broadway, par- 
ticularly as evidenced by the huge 
advance sale for certain hits ($460,- 
000 for “South Pacific” and $250.- 
000 so far for “Mis Liberty”), it’s 
figured there may be a sizable au- 
dience for a radio spot giving ad- 
vance dope on tryouts. The Art 
Ford stanza was selected not only 
because of the time it’s on the 
ir, but because it has a large fol- 
lowing of listeners who follow 
Broadway show business. 


Stunt was tried for the first time 
last week in connection with the 
tryout of “Miss Liberty,” Robert 
E. Sherwood-Irving Berlin musical, 
at the Forrest, Philadelphia. Jerry 
Gaghan, Variety correspondent 
and Philly Daily News drama cri- 
tic, Was interviewed by Leo Shull, 
both ends of the telephone confab 
eing broadcast. There was also 
an atmosphere description from the 
theatre lobby just before the open- 
Ng curtain. 


her¢ 





‘Streetcar’ for Paris 


A French adaptation of ‘“Street- 
car Named Desire” 
ang worked on by 
The play 
Parisian 
Arletty 


is currently be- 
Jean Cocteau 
is scheduled to make its 
bow in October With 


in the leading role 


Bertold Viertel is also adapting 
the play for presentation in Aus- 
tria this fall. 


Concessions By 
Equity to Alien, 
Indpls. Opera Co. 


Margaret Phillips, who received 
an Actors Equity waiver recently 
to appear in “‘The Heiress” at Ann 
Arbor, Mich., was granted conces- 
sion by the union's council yester- 
day (Tues.) to play in “The 
Winslow Boy” this summer at Fal- 
mouth, Mass. Fact that the actress, 
an alien, is due to receive U. S. 
citizenship soon was a factor in the 
council decision. 

A concession to the union's stock 
rules was also granted vesterday 
to the Indianapolis Civic Opera, 
permitting it to lay off the com- 
pany a week for rehearsals _ be- 
tween shows. The stagehands and 
musicians had already given 
waivers in an effort to keep the 
operetta outfit going. 

Max Gordon, appearing before 
the council. asked for an exception 
to the Equity stock rules in con- 
nection with the strawhat tour of 
the Harold Rome-Jerome Chodorov 
revue, “Pretty Penny.” which is 
trying out this week at New Hope, 
Pa.. and which the producer hopes 
to present on Broadway in the fall. 
His request was referred to the 
summer stock committee. 


Gilbert Miller May 
Produce With Cronyn 


Gilbert Miller will probably be 
the nominal producer of “Now I 
Lay Me Down to Sleep,” Elaine 
Ryan's aGaptation of the Ludwig 
Bemelmans novel, with Hume 
Cronyn as silent partner. Cronyn, 
who owns the script, will stage the 
play, which may be tried out this 
summer at the McCarter theatre, 
Prinecion, with Basil Rathbone and 
Jessica Tandy co-starred. However, 
Rathbone’s appearance depends on 
his previous strawhat commitments 
to star in ““The Heiress.” 

Cronyn had previously planned 
to test “Sleep” in Pasadena this 
summer, but the eastern tryout 
stems from Miller’s participation in 
the venture. 








Played Non-Equity Spot, 
6 Face Union Hearing 
Charged with working at a non- 
Equity theatre and failing to file 


contracts with the union, six mem- 
bers of Actors Equity have been 
ordered to appear at a council 
hearing July 5. Those accused are 
Otto Simetti, Jon Bayne, Ira 
Cirker. Clarinda Emerson, Robin 
Oliver and Billy Rello. A union 
representative is said to have 
found them appearing with a non- 
Equity strawhat at Hudson, N. Y. 
No contracts for the engagements 
had been registered with Equity. 
General warning was recently 
issued to the Equity membership 
to file contracts at the union head- 
quarters for all engagements. 


Reopen Parkway, Bklyn 
Nathan Goldberg and Jacob 
Jacobs reopen the Parkway theatre. 
Brooklyn, for Yiddish legit this 
fall. doing four new plays. each to 
run six weeks. 
Early - October 
planned. 


opening is 


PRESSURE ON 


TICKET CONTROL KEY TO REFORM 





rE ONUBERT 


By HOBE MORRISON 
The question of control of tick 
ets, whether by the producer or 
theatreowner, remains the nub of 


present agitation for reform of the 


admittedly antiquated theatre 
ticket distribution setup. Lacking 
settlement of that point, talk about 


a central ticket office in New 
York, or other suggested changes, 
is held to be iargely pointless. 
Thus far, Lee Shubert, who con- 
trols most of the leading Broadway 
theatres, has given no clear indica- 


_tion of his attitude on the matter. 


However, he has always retained 
practical control of ticket distribu- 


tion at his houses, although the 
usual deal for theatre rental pro 
vides for “joint control’ with the 


producer. Shubert recently assured 
members of the Committee of The- 
atrical Producers that he would go 
along with changes they decided, 
but has not amplified the statement 
since then. 

Members of the CTP express the 
opinion privately that if the group 


decided as a whole to demand 
greater control of tickets by the 
producer, Shubert would have to 
accede. But it’s pointed out that | 
Shubert didn’t reach his present | 


dominance in the theatre by giving | 
in easily to pressure, and he’s not | 


noted as a pliable man. On the 
other hand, in the face of combined 
action by the producers, backed by 
aroused public sentiment for the- 
atre ticket reform, he might have 
to give in. 

The matter of a central ticket 
office will probably be one of the 
principal topics of discussion at the 
regular semi-weekly meeting to- 
morrow (Thur.) of the CTP. Most 
members of the group appear to 
favor the idea, some with certain 
reservations. In addition, Howard 
S. Cullman, leading backer of 
shows, supports the proposal. And 
N. Y. commissioner of investiga- 
tions John M. Murtagh, who is con- 
ducting a probe of ticket scalping 
on Broadway, has 
such a step, with the elimination 
of all brokers. 

Members of the CTP are deter- 
mined to clean up the ticket dis- 


tribution mess as quickly as pos- | 


sible. It has long been a sore point 


to show business and public alike, | 


and the present agitation about it 
is believed to be hurting attend- 
ance at a time when the theatre 
can least afford it. There’s even a 
belief among some legit people 
that the continuing furore is cre- 
ating a negative attitude among 


playgoers, as evident from less en- | 


thusiastic audience response to 
some of the current hits. 
Producers, figuring they're in 
the middle of the present 
tion, are anxious to work with any- 


one who is in position to improve | 


the distribution setup. They have 
promised to cooperate with the 
newly-formed N. Y. Ticket Brokers, 
Inc., but have warned that if the 
latter fails to clean up the mess, 
they (the producers) are prepared 
to go into the ticket-selling busi- 


ness themselves. 


The showmen are also cooperat- 
ing with Murtagh and have prom- 
ised him that they will consult with 
him on any proposals for reform 
of ticket distribution. As a pos- 
sible move in that di:ection, Cull- 
man and Murtagh are having a 
luncheon meeting this week to dis- 
cuss possible ways of improving 
the situation. 





London Critic in N.Y. 


Harold Hobson, drama critic of 
the Sunday Times of London, ar- 
rived in New York over the week- 
end by plane, on assignment by 
the weekly to cover “South Pa- 
cific’ and “Death of a Salesman.” 
He'll aiso catch most of the other 
Broadway hits during his two-week 
stay, however. It’s his first visit 
to the U. S. 

Before returning, Hobson will go 
to Boston for confabs with the edi- 
tors of the Christian Science Mon- 
itor, for which he’s the West End 
correspondent and does a weekly 
column on the arts. 


recommended | 


situa- | 


| Broadway Ticket Brokers Launch 


Legal Defense vs. Scalping Probe, 
Seek to Correct’ Distrib Evils 


Carson Exits “Guys’ 
y 

Robert Carson has withdrawn as 
author of the book of “Guys 
Dolls,’ musical comedy based on 
characters from Damon Runvon's 
stories. A successor is being sought 
on the Coast by Ernest Martin, who 
will co-produce the show with Cy 
Feuer. Frank Loesser is writing 
the music 

Feuer and Martin. in association 


and 


with Gwen Rickard, are co-pre- 
senters of the current Broadway 
hit, ‘“‘Where’s Charley?” for which 


Nix Comeback 
Of Belasco, D.C., 
As Legit House 


Washington, June 21. 

Prospects of an early return of 
legit to the Capital received an- 
other setback this week. The 
Celler Bill, providing for the Gov- 
ernment to renovate the theatre 
and lease it as a stand for touring 
shows was condemned in a report 
of the Bureau of the Budget, with 
the approval of the Treasury and 
Federal Works Agency. 

The statement was in the form 
of a letter to the House. public 
works committee, with a copy to 
J. G. Frain, executive-secretary of 
the Washington Art Center Assn., 
civic group that has been spear- 
heading the drive to restore the 
house for legit. The budget agency 
noted that the cost of renovation 
would be about $550,000 and that 
an additional $25,000 a year would 
be required to rent alternate stor- 
age space for Treasury Dept. rec- 


ords and to accommodate sub- 
Treasury employees. 

However, another bill,  intro- 
duced this week by Rep. Adam 


Clayton Powell (D.; N. Y.), would 
authorize the lease of the Belasco 
as it stands, for a 10-year term, to 
the American National Theatre & 
Academy. That would save the 
Government the cost of renovation, 
leaving it up to the lessee or some 
interested private outfit. 


Newport Donates 3506 
For Annual Drama Fete 


Annual drama festival, to start 
in the summer of 1950, is planned 
for Newport. The town has ap- 
propriated $350,000 to alter Bell- 
cort, the old August Belmont man- 
sion, for the presentations. Huge 
center court will be adapted for 
outdoor productions. Although 





the exact nature of the shows isn’t 


set, dramas and operettas are ex- 
pected to be the staple, with mu- 
sic, ballet and art exhibitions also 
under consideration. 

Lincoln Kirstein is.in charge of 
the creative end of the project, 
with Mrs. George Henry Warren, 


niente — 


brokers, badg- 
Govern- 
and 


Broadway ticket 
ered by city authorities, 
ment tax sleuths, producers 
the public, have finally banded to- 
gether to fight back With the 
formal organization this week of 
N. Y. Ticket Brokers, Inc., they 
will seek legal defense against the 
city’s ticket investigation and a 
legislative remedy for the ills of 
the present ticket distribution 
setup. 

One of the first moves will be a 
test of the legal right of N. Y. 
commissioner of investigation John 
M. Murtagh to continue his probe 
of ticket-scalping on Broadway. 
The group also plans to cooperate 
with the producers in an effort to 
improve ticket distribution meth- 
ods. Finally, it will seek a legis- 
lative inquiry on the state law cov- 
ering ticket agencies and limiting 


fees 

Initial test of Murtagh’s legal 
power to press the ticket invest!- 
gation has been started by Jack 


Rubin, head of the Manhattan The- 
atre Ticket Service, who this week 
refused to produce his agency rec- 
ords, on the advice of his attorney, 
Jesse Moss. The latter, also the 
lawyer for the N. Y. Ticket Brok- 
ers, indicated he would seek a 
court test of Murtagh’s authority 
in the matter. 
License Revocation 

Murtagh has given Rubin until 
Friday (24) to turn over his rec- 
ords. If he hasn’t done so by then, 
immediate steps will be taken to 
revoke the license, it is indicated. 
In that case, Moss will appeal te 
the courts to test the proceedings 
and question the entire investiga- 
tion. 

The NYTB, chartered last week 
by the state, held an open meeting 
Monday (20), at which Moss ex- 
plained its aims, and brief talks 

(Continued on page 53) 


Korjus-Knight-Tales’ 


Has to Pay Back 15G 


Toronto Advance Sale 


Toronto, June 21. 
Royal Alexandra was paying 
back to ticket-buyers last night 


| (20) some $15,000 in advance sales 


on “Tales of the Vienna Woods,” 
starring Miliza Korjus and Felix 
Knight, skedded for the week of 
June 20. With Raymond Rohauer 


|'as producer, Toronto week’s en- 
|gagement at the Royal was on a 
straight rental basis, with Walter 


Homburger of International 
ists, Inc., underwriting. 

Blowoff mounted toward week's 
end when Tiber Sejer, personal 
manager for Miss Korjus, reported 
that Rohauer was unable to post 
security for salaries and that the 
Strauss operetta had never gone 
into rehearsal although it was re- 
ported in the press as having a 
successful U. S. tour. After Tor- 
onto engagement, troupe was sked- 
ded for Montreal and Ottawa. 


Art- 





L.A. CIVIC GETS RIGHTS 


Jr., heading a committee of local | 


nabobs. 


Producer Committee 
To Open Office in Fall 
Committee of Theatrical Produ- 
cers will probably open a regular 
office early in the fall, with a gen- 
eral secretary on a full-time basis. 
However, strenuous effort will be 
made to keep the organization's ex- 
penses at a minimum. 
Pending the return of chairman 


Leland Hayward from his 
pean trip, Arthur Schwartz, treas- 
urer of the new managerial group, 
is acting chairman. 
ent no additional members are be- 
ing sought. 


Euro- 


For the pres- 


TO SEATTLE MUSICAL 


Los Angeles, June 21. 

_ Edwin Lester has acquired the 
rights to “The Mercer Girls,” mu- 
sical first presented at the Seattle 
Repertory Playhouse some years 
ago under the title of “Calico 
Cargo,” and will present it as a 
musical show under auspices of the 
Los Angeles Civic Light Opera 
Assn. in 1950. This is in line with 
Lester’s policy to find new light 
musical material, especially that 
which originates on the Coast, for 
the L. A. Civie’s needs. 

Al Ottenheimer, George McKay 
and Helen Tavernitis wrote the 
original “Calico Cargo” show. Les- 
ter is now seeking a writer or 
writers to work out a treatment 
for the 1950 season. His arrange- 
ment with the authors is that he 
can use the services of any other 


'scribbler he finds necessary. 


| preamp me 


pmegere 
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Rotary Convention 


Ups Bway B.0.; 


‘Girls’ $41,000, Bolger SRO $37,800, 


Fancy’ $16,800, ‘Avenue Out at 17/46 


Rotary Club conventioners gave 
Broadway legit a needed boost 
last week. The upturn was evident 
from the first and continued 
through Thursday night (16), with 


a few out-of-towners remaining 
after the convention to hypo at- 
tendance at weekend  perform- 
ances. Virtually all shows profited 
from the influx, only the solid 
sellouts getting their usual top 
grosses 

“Along Fifth Avenue” finally 
folded Saturday night (18). The 


only other definite closing is “High 
Button Shoes,’ which ends _ its 
smash run July 2, but is scheduled 
to tour in the fall. There may be 
other shutterings. however. ‘Anne 
of the Thousand Days” and “Mad- 
woman of Chaillot’”” recess next 
Saturday (25) and relight Aug. 22. 
“Miss Liberty,” new Robert E. 
Sherwood-Irving Berlin musical, is 
now due July 15 at the Imperial. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seating capacity and top price, 
including 20% amusement tax. 
However, estimates are net; 12.e., 
exclusive of tax. 

“Along Fifth Avenue,” Imperial 
(23d wk) (R-1,472; $4.80). - Closed 
Saturday night (18) after 180 per- 
formances; loss on the revue is 
estimated to have come to about 
$275,000; final week was around 
$17,500. 

“Anne of the Thousand Days,” 
Shubert (28th wk) (R-1,378; $4.80). 
Got a slight lift from the visiting 
trade; around $20,000. 

*As the Girls Go,” Winter Gar- 
den (3lst wk) (M-1,519; $7.20). 
Michael Todd’s combination of 
Bobby Clark and semi-nude gals 
had plenty of draw for conven- 
tioners; $41,000. 


” 


“At War With the Army,” Booth. 


(16th wk) (C-712; $4.80). Stunty 
exploitation is helping this GI 
comedy; latest gimmick is a “Show 
Plane” excursion next week from 
Albany by Colonial Airlines; last 
week’s take was about $7,000. 
“Born Yesterday,” Miller (176th 
wk) (C-940; $4.80). Longest-run 


show got approximately $7,000, but 


continues. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(19th wk) (D-931; $4.80). Same 
every week for this multiple prize- 
winner; absolute limit again at 
$24,400. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (13th 
wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). Has been 
approximating capacity; $22,600. 

“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
(30th wk) (CD-966; $4.80). Ruth 
Hussey took over the star part 


Monday night (20) during Made-: 


leine Carroll's eight-week vacation, 
and Jean Casto has succeeded 
Shirley Booth; $16,800. 
“High Button Shoes,” Broad- 
way (89th wk) (M-1,900: $3). Busi- 
ness has skidded recently for this 
longrun musical comedy click, and 


it closes July 2 after 727 per- 
formances; some betterment last 


week; $22,400. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
tury (4th wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Skat- 
ing show profited from the Rotary 
trade; $35,500 for regular 
performances. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (25th 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). As always, got 
the limit of standees at all times; 
$47,100. 

“Lend an Ear,” Broadhurst (27th 
wk) (R-1,160; $6). One of the mu- 
sicals that rose with the out-of- 


nine 











ESTATE OF 
JULES J. LEVENTHAL 


wishes to dispose ef Scenery, Doors, Windows, 
Flats, Prons, Casters, Hardware, ete.. from 
various Broadway and Road Productions. 
tdeal for Summer Stock, Scenic Builders, and 





Schools. Please contact: 
CHAS. J. HOROWITZ 
229 W. 42nd St., New York. BR. 9-1023 














OFFICE SPACE 
“In Heart of Times Sq.” 
© Empire Theatre Bidg. ® 
1430 BROADWAY (40TH ST.) 
Approx, 700 ft. 
REASONABLE Rental 
AL, 4-1100 


8-Room Suite, 
Elevator. 
Walter Helmsley, 




















WANTED 


Pianists, 





instrumentalists, soloists. 


Acts suitable for school assemblies. 
Steady tour, well paid, excellent op- 


portunity. 


NELSON SABIN, 
Newark, N. J, 


115. Lyons Ave., 











'town patronage; topped $29,800. 

| “Madwoman of Chailiot,” 
| Belasco (24th wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). 
Also gained with the trend; $19,100. 

“Mr. Roberts,” Alvin (70th wk) 
(CD-1,357; $4.80). Longrun smash 
was a big draw with the visiting 
Rotarians; $34,500. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (11th 
wk) (M-1,659: $6). There’s no 
room for improved attendance for 
this record-breaking hit; unques- 
tionably the hottest ticket on the 
list and turns away standee trade 
every performance; $50,600 again. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,’ Bar- 
rymore (8lst wk) (C-920; $4.80). 
Prize drama also rose with the 
field; $16,800. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Cort (16th 
wk) (C-1,064; $4.80). Comedy went 
to almost $9,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” 
(36th wk) (M-1,509; 


St. 
$6). 


James 
Ray 


| Bolger starrer hit capacity again 


at $37,800. 


Roberts $19,700 
US.A. Hot 41146 


~ In Spiffy Chicago 


Chicago, June 21. 


Both ‘Mr. Roberts” and “Inside 
USA” have started to hit the 
heavy summer convention season. 
Both did remarkably well despite 
cold and rainy weather first of last 
week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Inside USA” Shubert (5th wk) 
| (2,100; $4.94). Nifty $41,500 in 
spite of rain and cold. 

“Mr. Roberts” Erlanger (40th wk) 
(1,334; $4.33) Fine $19,700. 


‘NEW MOON’ NEAT 
$75,000 IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, June 21. 
First local outdoor presentation 
of “Bloomer Girl” teed off a seven- 








night run in the Municipal Theatre | $52,500. 
Assn.’s al fresco theatre in Forest | 


| Park last night (Monday), a mob 
|of 10,000 laying an estimated $4,- 
000 on the line. Four of the orig- 


‘Soldier’ Only $28,000 
In Pitt; Rain Hits Biz 


Pittsburgh, June 21. | 
| Bad weather breaks gave Civic | 
| Light Opera Assn.’s second show | 
|of the season, “Chocolate Soldier,” | 
'a boxoffice drubbing last week at 
the Pitt stadium. Oscar Straus 
operetta did only around $28,000, 
or about 13 grand under take for 
the opener, ‘Song of Norway.” 
|First night's performance got 
rained out at the midway mark, 
and although no other shows were 
lost completely, there was the! 
threat of rain almost every eve- 
ning, and that held down the at-.| 
tendance. 

“Soldier” had Helena _ Bliss, 
George Britton, Ralph Dumke, 
Kathy Barr, Gordon Dilworth and 
Muriel O’Malley in the leads. Cur- 
rent attraction is “Naughty Mari- 
etta,”” marking light opera debut 
of Patrice Munsell, supported by 
Richard Charles and Tim Herbert. 


Harvey Up to 206 
In LA. Brig’ 52! 





Los Angeles, June 21. 
Reputable shows combined to 
|put local legit back into good 
| money. Most surprising was the 
| tremendous b.o. jump made in the 
second week of “Harvey,” with 
Frank Fay, at the Biltmore, doing 
more than first stanza. Show has. 
played here twice before. 

Biltmore has started a policy of 
|5 p.m. Sunday matinees geared to 
the manana and Sunday habits of 
L. A. citizenry, and it’s paying off 
remarkably. 

“Brigadoon’s” second week also 
built, with Philharmonic doing al- 
most capacity. Ken Murray’s lit- 
tle show revealed a slightly better 
draw. Listless entry is “Anna 
Lucasta,” with an all-white cast, at 
the small Coronet. 

“Streetcar Named Desire” 


re- 


| placed “Harvey” at the Biltmore, 


inal cast, Olive Reeves-Smith, Mabel | 
Taliaferro, Joe E. Marks and Blaine | 


Cordner, 
outdoor enterprise, clicked. 


Others in top roles who scored 
are Dorothy Sandlin, Dick Smart 
and Avon Long. The Hammerstein- 
Romberg musical, “New Moon,” 
wound up its 1l-night stand, the 
opening of the season, Sunday (19) 
with a neat $75,000, although one 
performance was delayed by rain 
and threatening weather was on 
deck several other nights. 





‘Finian’ Disappeints 


Toronto, June 21. 
Continued record heat wave con- 
tinued to hurt 
‘Finian’s Rainbow” here for a dis- 
appointing $22,700, with Royal 
Alexandra (1,525) scaled at $4.80 
top. 


Would have been socko earlier | 


in season and, considering terrific 
heat that badly dented matinee 
business, engagement held up well 
but not enough to top first week’s 
engagement, which was $24,900. 





Current Road Shows 


(June 20-July 2) 
“Blackouts of 1949”—El Capitan, 





L. A. (20-2). 

“Brigadoon” — _ Philharmonic, 
L. A. (20-2). 

“Finian’s Rainbow” — Majesty's, 
Mont’l (20-25). 


“Harvey”—Biltmore, L. A. Aud., 
San Diego (20-21); Aud., Pasadena 
(22); Aud., Long Beach (23); Aud., 
Sacramento (25); Mayfair, Portland 
(27-29); Temple, Tacoma (30); Met., 
Seattle (1-2). 

“Inside U. S. A.”—Shubert, Chi 
(20-2). 

“Miss Liberty” — Forrest, Philly 
(20-2). 

“Mr. 
(20-2). 

“Streetcar Named Desire’’—Bilt- 
more, L. A. (20-2), 


Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi 


‘ 


plus newcomers in the: 


At $22,700, Toronto 


second week of, 


This one had 
advance sale of $5U,000 for the 
three-week stand it will do here 
with the national company, which 
| figures to give it an average $30,000 
|}a week. | 
| Estimates for Last Week 
“Anna Lueasta,”’ Coronet. 
wk.) (255; $3.60). Slow $2,300. 
“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan. 


Monday (20). an 


(1st 


(365th wk.) (1,142; $2.40) Nudg- 
ing up to $17,000. 

“Brigadoon,” Philharmonic Aud. | 
(2nd wk.) (2,670; $4.80). Socko 


, 


“Harvey,” Biltmore. (2nd wk.) 
(1,636; $3.60). Good-sized $26,000, 
/showing sharp increase over last. 
week’s $17,000. | 


Added Strawhats 


The following summer theatres, | 
not previously listed, will operate | 
this season. Equity-franchised 
spots are designated ((E) and non- 
Equity (N). This brings the total 
number of strawhats to 236 so far. | 
| CALIFORNIA 


Ventura: Penthouse theatre; 
| Charles H. Wilhelm (N). | 
| Hollywood: Greek theatre (E). 


| 





Laguana Beach: Pasadena Play- 
house; Michael & Marcella Cisney 
(f). } 


| CONNECTICUT 
Hartford: Algiers theatre; Cham- 
berlain Brown. | 
North Haven: Summer theatre; 
Wm. Cullen (E)., | 
ILLINOIS 
| Highland Park: North Shore 
_— theatre; Marshall Migatz 
(EB). 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Beverly Farms: Summer theatre; 
Charles Francisco (N). 
Monson: Castle players; Freder- 
ick S. Hall. 
| MISSISSIPPI 


Jackson: Light Opera Assn., Wm. 
| Nuss (EF). 


| 
' 


NEW JERSEY 
Passaic: Actors Co.; William L. 


Florence. (N) 
NEW YORK 
East Meadowbrook: Country 


Club; Chamberlain Brown. 
East Northport: Tivoli Players; 
Murray Brown. 
Long Beach, L. L: Crest theatre: 
Edward Gould (E). 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Boiling Springs: Allenberry Play- 
house; Richard North Gage. 
Harrisburgh: Summer theatre: 
Anthony Arms (N). 
Newfoundland: Haubert theatre: 
John McCabe, Peggy McCabe, Ed- 
ward Waglin. 
WASHINGTON 
Meridan Hill Park: Washington 
— Festival; Productions, Inc. 
(E). 


| interest 


| ported two fine legitimate theatres | 


| play here since 1931. 


| vived the public ought to be in on 


| will be welcome, to be sure, but 


| the leading producers and press 


es, 


Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on Variety's 
boxoffice estimates, for last week (the third week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


BROADWAY Season Season 
Number of shows current.............e00. 18 23 
Total weeks played so far by all shows.... 55 78 
Total gross for all current shows last week. $458,900 $526,500 
Total season’s gross so far for all shows... $1,375,700 $1,640,500 
Number of new productions so far........ i 

ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 

Number of current touring shows reported. 10 13 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 38 45 
Total road gross reported last week $259,700 $387,500 


Season’s total 


road gross so far 


$1,075,300 $1,147,700 











‘Cabalgata’ Hefty 196, 
Frisco; Spike Jones 256 


San Francisco, June 21. 

“Cabalgata,”’ Spanish revue 
which opened two weeks ago (7) at 
the 1,550-seat Geary, where it’s, 
playing to a $3.60 top, proved itself 
to be a “sleeper,” winding up its | 
second week with a hefty $19,000. 
It will be held unfil July 2, with 
Menasha Skulnik, who was slated 
to play “What a Guy” three nights 
at that house, set for only one, 
July 3. 

Spike Jones wound up the sec- 
ond week of his “Depreciation 
Revue” with another sock $25,000 
at the Curran. 


Sez Small-Town 
Papers Get Brush 
From B way P.A.s 


Me. 


Portland, 


Editor, VARIETY: 

In view of much recent talk, and 
several conferences, relative to re- 
viving the theatre, especially on 
the road, it may be that an off- 
Broadway viewpoint might be of 
to some of those con- | 


| cerned in this enterprise, particu- 


larly the viewpoint of one with 
whom advance men may be doing | 
business if the program material- | 
izes. 

The writer is amusement editor | 
for the Portland, Me., Press Her- | 
ald and Evening Express. Portland 
once had the reputation of being | 
one of the best stock and road | 
show towns in the country. It sup- | 


for many years, and older theatre- | 
goers recall when four stock com- | 
panies were operating at the same | 
time. Today the live theatre in 
Maine is limited to summer stock, 
of which the state has from seven 
to 10 companies each season. 
“Oklahoma!” ‘the week of April} 
25), at the State theatre in Port- 
land was the first musical show to 


reasonable to assume 
is to be re- 


It seems 
that if the theatre 





it. Such information might rea- | 
sonably be expected to pass | 
through the hands of those, who | 


| like myself, on small and medium | 


newspapers, handle all sorts of | 
amusement news. Press agents and 
advance men coming to town are | 
pretty likely to edge up along side 
of my desk equipped with smiles, | 
and handshakes not to mention | 
stories and pictures. 
These men and their attractions | 
| 
what has happened in the past? | 
In the past I’ve written some of 


representatives asking that they 


‘send me their regular releases so | 
says the Good Book, although not 
| in that exact language. 

‘the theatrical news writers in the | 


that I could keep up with their 
shows and their people the same as 


larger cities. How do it? 


None. Why? 

Well, here, I'm told is one rea- | 
son. They're afraid Im going to 
ask for tickets to their shows. This 
information comes to me from one 
of the men prominently mentioned 
in the revival program. 

It happens to be 300 miles from 
Portland to New York. and the 
round trip fare, either by sleeper 
or plane, makes a decided dent in 
a $50 bill. Newspaper reporters 
up this way don’t earn the kind of 
money that makes going to New 
York a habit. At best I get there 
onee a year. Sometimes it's as far 
apart as three years. Take this 


many 


season with all its good stuff. I’ve 
!yet to make it, and the prospects 








| ragged spots resulting. 
| it was smooth; Saturday final cur- 


| what to see. 


Liberty’ Solid 
$43,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, June 
“Miss Liberty” got its expected 
sensational biz in its first session 
at the Forrest, $43,000. That fig- 
ure will be surpassed this week and 


next because the preen (13) had 
hefty press list. 

Sherwood - Berlin - Hart musieal 
stays another week. Seat sale 
opened Monday, with a _ boxdffice 
line all day. By tonight (21) sél. 
out is indicated. 
| Forrest is only one of Philly’s 
| four legiters that can accommo- 
date many standees, and it had 
them at every performance last 
week. 

Show had ten minutes cut out 
| by Wednesday (15) with some 


By Friday 


tain fell at 11:19. Last of Sher- 
wood’s changes in the libretto are 
reported as being set by this Thurs- 
day (23). Both he and Berlin have 
delegated to Hart full final charge 
of work being done to trim and 
sharpen show. 


Philly audiences have been en- 


| thusiastic in the extreme at every 


performance, with ‘Just One Way 
to Say I Love You” and “Let’s 
Take an Old-Fashioned Walk”’ get- 
ting the biggest hands among the 
vocals, and “Mrs. Monotony” and 
“The Policeman’s Ball’ among the 


| dances. 





‘Shoes’ Drops Buffalo 
Buffalo, June 21. 

“High Button Shoes,” advertised 
for a return engagement here at 
the Erlanger cancelled out, the at- 
traction passing up the Erlanger 
in favor of Rochester, N. Y., which 
is half the size of Buffalo. 

Erlanger now goes dark indef- 
initely—even the semi-pro EFr- 
langer Players’ presentation of 
“Parlor Story,” skedded for June 
22-25, being cancelled. 


—— 





look dim. At that rate the strain 
on the free list from my direction 
hardly seems to be a serious one. 

Inasmuch as Portland has no 
winter theatre those who enjoy the 
theatre have to go to Boston and 
New York to see the current pro- 
ductions. I think it is admitted 
that New York theatres are sup- 
ported by visitors from out of 
town. Portland, and the rest of 
Maine, send a fair share of those 
patrons. 

ft might surprise some of the 
producers and press agents how 
many folks from around here at- 
tend the theatre in Boston and 
New York, and it might further 
surprise them how many look to 
the writer for information about 
Answering that ques 
tion I try to be as fair as possible, 


_ but, who am I to deny that the per 
| sonal element does not 


enter in: 
One good turn deserves another, 


I think 


press 


To sum up my position 
the producers and their | 
agents should adopt a more friend- 
ly attitude toward those who are 
interested in their cause. They 


| should try and make friends aside 


from the Broadway colummists 

can boost a show better from hav- 
ing seen it than I can from reading 
somebody else’s account, if the 
breaks should come my way 5® 
that I could get to Broadway. And 
some of the press agents may, if 
business perks up, find themselves 
in towns like Portland when a little 
friendship would mean more than 
their prop smiles and clammy 
handshakes. Besides, they may not 
always have such hits as “Death 
of a Salesman,” “Kiss Me, Kate 0! 
“South Pacific.” Harold L. Cail. 
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‘Pacific’ Calms Michener |time,” by Geoffrey Cotterell; 
2 “ “Kenny,” by Louis’ Bromfield; 
ince the click of “South Pa-| ,, a gt + pad 
Bg rm of “Tales of the South Heaven Takes a Hand,’ by Eliot 
ra ra from which the musical Crawsha) - Williams; Mirror, Mir- 
oe adapted, have been higher ‘> by Elinor Rice; “The Man 
pe ergs 1 since publication. Who Did Not Hang, by Sydney 
than a v. Horler; ::O Mistress Mine! by 


‘i ulitizer Prize 
Even winning the Pu 

of 1948 didn’t give the book as 
much sales boost as the Rodgers- 
Hammerstein stage version has 
provided. 


James Michener wrote “Tales of 


the South Pacific” while in the 
Navy and, despite excellent re- 
views, it had only moderate sales 


when it was published by Macmil- 
lan after the war. The Pultizer 
award about a year later lent a 
nice, though not spectacular, hypo 
and considerably more distribution 
ic due from the Pocket Books edi- 
won. " 

Although the~- increased book 
rovalties since the “South Pacific” 
smash on Broadway have increased 
Michener’s income from that end, 
his revenue from the legit show 
are much higher still. Besides 
sharing ‘(with Richard Rodgers, 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, and 
Joshua Logan) the overall author 
royalties of 10%, of the $50,000 
weekly gross, he will get 2 of the 
profits. This interest, worth $9,000 
is being paid for by Michener out 
of the profits. So if the legit edi- 
tion had been a failure, Michener 
wouldn’t have had to pay anything. 

The author, meanwhile, 
tinues as juvenile editor at 
millan. 


con- 
Mac- 





New Reprint Book Trend 
Now that the past production of 
whodunit and western books is all 
sifted, and chosen, for reprints, 
there is a new trend. That is to use 
originals, and also old serials that 


have not had book publication. For 
example, Popular Library has is- 
sued several serials originally in| 


Street & Smith mag, The Popular | 


(the same names just a coincidence) 
by Bertram M. Sinclair, of the ‘20's. 
Sinclair was a cowboy, who mar- 
ried the first of the mag’s famed 
western writers, B. M. Bowers. For 
several decades it wasn’t known 
the he-man author was a woman. 

New firm headed by Lyle Engel, 
editor of Song Hits mag and Na- 
tional Jamboree, announces it is in 
market for condensations of long 
mag stories for a new reprint line 
to be issued at 15 cents. 

Incidentally, even before this 
switch to originals and mag re- 
prints, for reprint publishers, sev- 
eral of the great sellers on the 
Avon list were books by A. Merritt, 
first in the old Argosy. Now out of 
print, these reprints bring high 
prices on second hand _ lists—for 
though reprints they are first edi- 
tions. 


Poser on Marsh’s ‘Canon’ 

Within 24 hours after the name 
of Daniel L. Marsh, president of 
Boston University, had been men- 
tioned in the Coplon spy trial, 270 
graduates of suburban Abington 
Township High School were pre- 
sented with copies of his book, 
“American Canon.” 

However, not before Raymond 
H. White, township superintendent 
of schools, several teachers and 
members of the Abington school 
board had gone through the book 
“from cover to cover.” The books 
were a gift to the graduating class 
from a former president of the 
school board. 

School officials said they at first 
Considered recailing the book, not 


because there was anything unfit , 


for children in it, but just until the 
author had time to clear himself 
of the charges against him. 


Columnists On the Law 


Nate Gross, Chi Herald Ameri- | 


can columnist, to Europe to 0.0. 
the European scene next month. 
Ditto the Earl Wilsons and the 
Leonard Lyons’, both N. Y. Post 
columnists. Louis Sobol] is doing 
the reverse—he heads to the Coast 
this weekend for two months, one 
of which is to spend “loafing” and 


the other to do some Hollywood 
pieces. 





Irish Censors Ban 25 

, The Irish Censorship of Publica- 
tions Board has put up the red 
light against.25 more novels on the 
rounds of indecency or obscenity. 
hey are: 

“The Heart of the Street,” by 
John Frederic Gibson; “Absent 
Without Leave,” by Alan Jenkins: 
pooldiers’ Daughters Never Cry,” 
iy Audrey Erskine Lindop: “A 
1on Among Ladies,” by George 
Beardmore; “Bitter Is the Har- 
vest,” by Thurlow Craig; “The Last 
o the Conquerors,” by William 
aeraner Smith; “The End of the 
> gg by Maurice Procter; “A 
oe Reprieved,” by Arthur Calder- 
.arshall; “A Calf for Venus,” by 
‘“orah Lofts; “Randle in Spring- 


Paul Renin; ‘‘Heads! I Marry You,” 
by Paul Renin; “The Girl Without 
a Soul,” by Paul Renin: “Can a 
Man Forgive,” by Paul Renin: 
“The Case of the Abominable 
Snowman,” by Nicholas’ Blake 
“Intimate Love Stories.”’ by various 
authors; “Thrilling Romances,” by 
various authors; “The Diary of An- 
toine Roquentin by Jean-Paul 
Sartre; ““Nymphs of the Valley by 
Kahlil Gibran; “Joy of Man’s De- 
siring,’ by Jean Giono 


Prolific Weisinger 
Mort Weisinger, who holds down 
a full-time stint as story editor fo1 
Superman and Batman 
Magazines, clicking with 
his spare time. 
Museum of 


comics 
slicks in 
Has a piece on the 
Natural History’s gem 
collection in the current issue of 
Coronet. Weisinger will have the 
lead article, a story on the S.P.C.A.. 
in the July 3 issue of This Week 


and has sold it another on the 
arson squad. Redbook using his 
story on the Barbizon Hotel for 


Women in September issue. Argosy 


using his expose of the bail bond 
racket in August issue Has a 
safety piece coming up in the 


Ladies’ Home Journal and has also 
sold the Satevepost a short on the 


summons-serving business. 
Scribe does his researching on 
weekends. Flew down to Wash- 


ington last week to do a profile on 
Robert Redmond, chief White 
House florist under five presidents 
for Satevepost and is flying to Mil- 


waukee, Friday eve (24) to inter- 
view a football coach for This 
Week. 





British Pubs’ Co-op Venture 

New cooperative outfit repre- 
senting some 35 British publishers 
in this country has been set up by 


B. T. Batstord, Ltd New com- 
pany, labelled the British Book 
Center, is under the supervision of 


Lawrence Audrain, former public- 
ity chief for the Prestige picture 
unit of Universal. Audrain set up 
the operation in a recent trip to 
London. 

Instead of having a Yank pub- 
lisher print an American version 
of a British work, the new com- 
pany is importing books of limited 
circulation and appeal which 
ordinarily would not be published 
here. Audrain expects to have 
14,000 new titles within the year 
with 3,500 scheduled by mid-Sep- 
tember. Books will be sold either 
wholesale or retail with a crew of 
six salesman working outside. 

Secondary function will be to 
represent British authors on film 
rights to their works. Idea is to 
handle the writers in every case 
where an American literary agent 
is not already operating. 


Solo Syndicate 

' Viola Ilma, ex-UNer, hit upon 
the idea of becoming a pessonal 
roving reporter for 500 people, 
who would finance her trip by con- 


tributing $10 apiece. Miss Ilma 
feels she has enough contacts 
abroad to supply her with suffi- 
cient infofmation to fill a_ bi- 
monthly newsletter, which she 
will send to the 500 subscribers 


for one year under the tag, “Iima’s 
Grapevine.” 

As of last week she had 307 
subscriptions, including Jose Fer- 
rer, Howard Lindsay, Albert 
Ceutsch, Beardsley Ruml and 
Drew Pearson. 


Science Illustrated Folds 

Costs and lack of advertising to 
balance with terrific circulation 
has caused the suspension of the 
McGraw-Hill mag, Science Illus- 
trated. 

At its peak the circulation was 
nearly 500,000. July issue, on 
stands, is the last. 


49 Edition of ‘Legion Liar’ 

This year’s annual May publica- 
tion of ‘‘The Legion Liar,’ made 
up in the form of a daily news- 
paper by the Las Vegas Post No. 
8 of the American Legion, contains 
one page of phony news items and 
19 pages of legitimate commercial 


ads. Major attraction, however, 1s 
the use of the double entendre 
throughout the sheet. Paper 1s 


priced at 25c¢ a copy. 


Grafton’s 38 Weeks’ Severance 

Samuel Grafton, N. Y. Post col- 
umnist, will exit the daily July 1 
through mutual agreement with 
the recently reorganized editorial 
board. He'll receive 38 weeks 
severance pay. Grafton 1S Cur- 


rently working on a novel about 


New York City for Doubleday. 


CHATTER 

Arthur Christiansen, editor of 
the London Daily Express, bedded 
by nervous exhaustion. 

Donald Hough in Hollywood for 
the first time in years to write 
stories about film folks. 

Chas de Cruz in Hollywood for 
two weeks to round up stories for 
his Argentine newspaper, Heraldo. 


“Sergei Rachmaninoff,” a _ biog 
of the late Russian _ pianist-com- 
poser, by John Culshaw, will be 


published in November by Knopf 

Earl Wilson back in Columbus 
O.. where he used to cover the state 
house beat for INS, autographing 
copies of his new book, “Let ‘Em 


Kat 


Robert 


Cheesecake.” 
We t 
editor-in-chief of Pathfinder mag 
hi been named vice-president of 
public relations on Antioch Co 
( Ve ow Spring q) 
Dr. Harlan H. Hatcher, historian 
and Ohio State Univer- 
book, “The 
published this 


Howard. forme: 


veepee of 
sity, will have 
Western Reserve,” 
week by Bobbs Merrill 

Two books about Stravinsky 
due for publication in the fall, are 
“Igor Stravinsky,” by Alexandra 
Hansman, to be released by Put- 
nam, and “Stravinsky,” by Merle 
Armitage, to be issued by Duell 
Sloan & Pearce. 

“Geniuses, Godde 
ple.” a collection 
Winthrop Sargeant, 
Life mag, will be 
12 by Dutton. 


his latest 


and Peo- 
profiles by 
mostly from 
published Sept 
Subjects include 
Ezio Pinza, Arturo Toscanini, Rita 
Hayworth and Artur Rubinstein 

Edwin Gilbert. who authored the 


sses 


of 


Hollywood expose, ‘he Squirrel 
Cage,” has penned a novel about 
Broadway legit, ““Damion’s Daugh- 
ter,’ tor Doubleday publication 
Aug. 18. The book will be a se- 


lection of the Fiction Book-Club in 
the fall. 

Louis Sebring, for the past 20 
years associated with the N. \ 
Herald Tribune as reporter, assist- 
ant night city editor, night city edi- 
tor and war correspondent, has 
taken over as public relations di- 
rector at his alma mater, Union 
College in Schenectady. 


Bill Ornstein, of Metro, is keep- 
ing good company these. days. 
Among the writers he'll be seen 


with in the 10th anni issue of Dec- 


ade of Short Stories, out the end 
of July, will be William Saroyan 
Jesse Stuart, Bucklin Moon, Tru- 
man Capote, Frank Brookhouser. 
Ashley Buck, Thomas _ Pappas, 
James Boyer May, and Wendell 
Wilcox. Lee Lukes, editor of Dec- 


ade, has chosen “Ma and Mrs. Rob- 
inson” to represent Ornstein in the 
anthology. 





Ticket Brokers || 


atl 











Vs Continued from page 5 


were made by Brock Pemberton, | 
representing the League of N. Y. 
Theatres, and Max Gordon, of the 
Committee of Theatrical Produc- 
ers. At another meeting yesterday 
‘Tues.) applications for member- | 
ship were received from most of 
New York’s 54 licensed brokers. 

Under the chairmanship of Ben 
Kaiden. head of the Original Ty- 
son’s agency, a committee will 
draw up a set of bylaws, which will 
be submitted to a general meeting 
of the organization. At the same 
time permanent officers will be 
elected. 
to arrange a series of discussions 
with the League and the CTP to 
work out a satisfactory plan of the- 
atre ticket distribution. 

In seeking a legislative investi- 
gation of the ticket situation, the 
brokers hope to obtain an increase 
in the present 75¢ limit on agency 


ticket sales and to test the state 
business law that stipulates the 
fee. 


Although individual brokers ad- 
mit that the present ticket situa- 
tion is generally unsatisfactory, 
they feel that the current uproar is 
affecting them unfairly. They claim 
that, contrary to the impression 
being created, most brokers oper- 
ate legitimately and provide an es- 
sential service for the theatre and 
public. 

The established brokers don’t 
depend on the top hits, it’s argued, 
but actually rely mainly on the 
less popular shows for their 
principal volume. One broker es- 
timated that the normal sales ratio 
is about eight tickets for moderate 
hits and intermediate draws, to one 
for the biggest hits. The brokers, 
like the theatre as a whole, cannot 
live on a few hits, but must get 
their income from many shows, it’s 
asserted. 

The public will not stand in line 
to buy tickets to non-hit produc- 
tions, the brokers continue. But 
the agency, whose revenue depends 
on sales volume, must dispose of 
the lesser attractions among pa- 


A committee will also try | 








. | | **t 
? SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK } 
3 0-0-0-0-0-444-0000004 By Frank Scully PECEHOHEFO OCOD 


Nutwood, Ill., June 18. 

As one out of every eight is destined to be classed as mentally ill 
before receiving a one-way pass to the next world it seems more com- 
pelling than a compulsion-neurosis that the Scully Psychiatric Word 
Book should leave no escape-mechanism unexplored. 

In any therapy the first 
wrong with the patient. 
Hollywood can find, if 
planation of how he got 


hope for recovery lies in knowing what's 
Thanks to this guidebook almost anybody in 

not the answer to his troubles, at least an ex- 
that way 

are described 


if many things here as psychiatric symptoms which you 


consider perfectly normal, look out That mav go in Hollywood, but 
once you cross the frontier into civilization you'll be picked up and 
rapped in a camisole as sure as marijuana made little dopes. Allons 


simple group perto intended originally 
amateurs on ‘“‘How 


a MacQuarrie with 


rmance test 
mechanical aptitu ter applied to 
Actor,”’ and subsequently fol 


Webster's dictionary 


MacQuarrie Test: A 
i naicate 
lo Be An 

a copy ot 


naven 


Wacro-Esthesia: A mental condition which makes objects appear very 


large. The added attraction to “Portrait of Jenny.” If the condi- 
tion persists that this is entertainment the character is suffering 
from “macroptic hallucinations” or “macropsia,”’ and a competent 


psychiatrist should be consulted 


Maladjusted: One of the most welcome words to psychiatrists. Environ- 
mental influences which produce unwholesome reactions, irritabil- 


itv, depressions and anxiety-neuroses Dorothy Lamour cast In 
“Hamlet.” “Trigger” forced to wear an English saddle. Mickey 
Rooney cast as “Lord Fauntleroy 

Malariotherapy: Injecting cerebrospinal spirochetes with malaria or- 


ganisms on the theory that the resulting malarial fever will kill the 


primary infection. Credited to Prof. Wagner-Jauregg of Vienna in 
1917 but actually known to Cellini, who records in his autobiog- 
raphy how such a fever cured him of what he called “the French 
diseasi In France it was called “the Italian disease.’’) 


Malignant Trend: Preoccupation with inferior psycho-sexual activities 
accompanied by speech which is a marked regression from con- 
ventional thinking. Common to players in football pictures, where 
the hero gives a moronic pep talk to the squad, then winks to his 
girl in the 64th row of a stadium seating 100,000 persons, and on 
receiving a wink from her in return proceeds to run off four touch- 
downs in the remaining two minutes of play. After that he spends 
the rest of his days as a stumbleback conversing with slaphappy 
fighters on the corner of Hollywood and Vine. 

Mania: One of the wildest used words in psychiatry 
to the excited phase of a manic depressive psychosis. Common to 
troupers whose agents tell them Zanuck has just agreed to a big 
deal, only to learn a week later that the deal fell through because 
“The Snake Pit” didn’t do so well in the Dutch East Indies. There 
are 27 types of mania from acro- to trichotillo-, the best known 
being dipso-, klepto-, micro-, onomato-, and pryo-. 

Malingerer: One who feigns illness. In Hollywood more commonly used 
to describe no longer wanted wonder-boyvs who are sitting out long- 
term contracts with nothing to do but draw their salaries and 
doodlebugs. Practically all these characters go through all phases 
of a manic-depressive psychosis, but a return to honest labor cures 
most of them 

Manifest Content: The dream content or that part of it which is still 
remembered on awakening Psychiatrists who prod patients into 
remembering the rest is what runs into big money, except in the 
case of Steve Fisher, who made the money for himself by writing 
“I Wake Up Screaming.’ 

Marie’s Three Papers Test: Subject is given three scripts and told to 
cross the room, drop one script in the wastebasket, put one on a 
table and return the third to the producer. The producer looks 
at the first page, proceeds to tear the script to pieces, just to show 
his staff how he used to tear telephone books when he was a strong 
man in a circus, and then orders the unit to shoot the script in the 
wastebasket because that way the company’s 20-year-old sets of 
“Ben Hur” will not go to waste. 

Marijuana: A drug which causes its users to simulate dementia praecox. 
Specific symptoms are partial disorientation, micropsia and dis- 
turbance of time and space perception, both of which are restored 
with doing time in a clink. In the Mitchum syndrome. 

Masochism: A perversion characterized by the wish to be hurt as a 
form of sexual excitement. Also called “passive aloglagnia.” Also 
called the horsewhipping scene, which is a “must” in all primitive 
pix. In the “Mutiny on the Bounty” syndrome. 

Megalomania: From a Greek prefix medning “large.’’ A mental disorder 
with extravagant delusions of self-importance and a terrific yen-for 
power. Common to Hollywood characters who demand billing for 
producing, directing, writing, composing, acting and singing, and 
then hire ghosts to do everything but take the bows. In the 
Fuehrer syndrome. 

Melancholia: Common to megalomaniacs in their middle years. Char- 
acterized by depression, restlessness, self-accusations. Not as severe 
as the depressed phase of a manic depressive psychosis, and if it is 
involution melancholia, which is common in Hollywood, it can be 
cured by writing a three-installment story for Your Life entitled 
“People I Betrayed.” 

Meniere’s Disease: Inflammation of the circular canal of the internal 
ear, which produces vertigo. With the advent of television it is an 
increasingly imagined symptom of picture producers, who fear the 
ringing in their heads is driving them erazy. 

Mental Age: The total score attained by a subject when tested by the 
Binet-Simon scale. If it goes over 12 you're in the wrong business 
and had better get into one where you make less money but live 
longer. 

Meralgia Paresthetica: Neuralgia affecting lateral cutaneous nerve of 
the thigh. If chorus girls imagine they are being constantly pinched 
there, it is not necessarily imagination. 

Metaphrenia: Mental state of one whose libido has withdrawn from 

emotional participation in the family group and is now concerned 

with personal gain. Common to characters who end up as “The 

Champion.” 


SCHWARTZ SETS BERGER 
Maurice Schwartz has set Gus- 
tave Berger to play one of the fea- 


Actually it refers 


trons who first ask for the top hits. 
Uniess there is an adequate profit 
involved, no one will provide this 
service, and the theatre as a whole 


will suffer. tured parts in his forthcoming “Yo- 

With the return to town this sele, the Nightingale,” Sholem 
week of Edward T. McCaffery, N. Aleicheus's Salk on a ; 
Y. commissioner of licenses, the eichem's folk comedy with music 
unlicensed sale of theatre tickets by Sholem Secunda, /Yiddish- 


at newsstands and cigar counters 
in hotel lobbies is expected to be 


language legiter premieres Oct. 17 
at the Yiddish Art theatre, N. Y. 


forbidden. The practice had re- f fees 
cently been brought to light by Berger played last year’s “Her- 
Murtagh. shel, the Jester” for Schwartz. 
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Broadway 


The Russel Crouses summering 


at Annisquam, Mass. 

Anne Pinkus, secretary to Wil- 
liam Morris, Jr., flying to Europe 

July 1. ie te i 

Valerie Bettis summering in New 
London, Conn., teaching ballet and 
giving dance recitals. 

Buchanan & Co. named ad 
agency to handle Bob Hope’s new 
Quality Television Corp. 

Mrs. O. Monte (Helene) Samuel 
due in from N. O. for the summer 
to “cool off” on Broadway. 

Janet Cantor, the youngest of 
Eddie and Ida Cantor’s five daugh- 
ters. is now a “serious” music com- 
poser. 

Music Corp. 
moving into its 
57th & Madison 
week 

Harvey Day named by Lester 
Cowan as producer’s sales rep on 
*Love Happy,” which is being dis- 
tributed by UA. 

Bing Crosby and Bill Morrow 
back to the Coast over the week- 
end, but the latter due back here 
end of this week. 

George Raft, who reached Paris 
over the weekend, heading for the 
Riviera where he will reside be- 
tween film commitments. 

Gerald Astor, son of Columbia 
Pictures circuit sales exec Louis 
Astor, was graduated magna cum 
laude from Princeton last week. 

John Perona, El Morocco boni- 
face, and the Herald-Trib’s film 
critic, Otis L. Guernsey, Jr., off to 
Europe yesterday (Tues.) on the 
America. 

Emeric Pressburger and Michael 
Powell, British film producers, 
agents Robert Lantz 
topher Mann planed to the Coast 
Sunday (19). 

Songwriter - pianist Teri 
ovitz currently for luncheon 
cocktails at the Penthouse 
doubling with the Club 
Plaisir nightly. 

Margie Hart in from the Coast 
to do Sadie Thompson at the 
Rialto, Hoboken, production 
“Rain.” Her husband, writer Sea- 
man Jacobs, with her. 

Warner Bros. theatre exec Max 
B. Blackman’s 25th wedding anni- 
versary, July 4, one month after his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Blackman feted their 50th anni. 

Louis A. Lolito, g.m. for Mrs. 
Martin (Louise) Beck’s interests, 
back from Europe yesterday Mon- 
day (20). Mrs. Beck sails for two 
months abroad the end of next 
week. 

Maurice Finnell, baritone, mem- 
ber of the American Theatre Wing 
musical faculty, off to Harrison, 
Me., on June 30 to direct summer 
musical activities at the Wigwam 
School. 

Albert Berryman, vet maitre d’ 
of the#old Hollywood and Miami 
Beach Ciro’s, sailed for Paris last 
week with his new bride, the for- 
mer Alice Selvin, reputedly a mil- 
lionairess. 

Rosalind Ivan left for the Coast 
Saturday (18) to appear with Cecil 
Kellaway in Tennessee Williams’ 
and Donald Windham’s comedy, 
“You Touched Me,” which will be 
put on at the Biltmore there. 

The Dave Kapps’ 22d anniver- 
sary. Decca veepee to the Coast for 


of America finally 
own building at 
some time next 


Josef- 

and 
club 
Mon 


a 10-day quickie. Incidentally, Mrs. | 


Jack Kapp, widow of the Decca 
prez and founder, Coasting in July 
for a month to visit her family. 

Screen Directors Guild’s first of 
series of public forums tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at Museum of Modern Art, 
with Benjamin A. Cohen, UN di- 
rector of information, and Jean Be- 
noit-Levy, UN director of films, as 
guest speakers. 

Tony Martin, in between the 
Riviera engagement, doing Victor 
recordings and also mulling tele- 
vision, so much so that he has 
nixed a couple of indie pix. “From 
where I’m sitting,” says the singer, 
“video looks like the hottest thing 
in show biz.” 

George Jessel torches for the un- 
Sung lyric writers in a current Es- 
quire piece, “And Then They 
Wrote,” pleading that the song- 
smiths too often eclipse their word- 
smith collaborators whenever the 
nation’s songs are written about, 
discussed, ete. 

Equitable Life, in connection 
with their routine check of ad- 
dresses under paid-up policies, try- 
ing to locate Henry W. Geiger, for- 
mer musician and singing teacher. 
Geiger gave his address as 345 W. 
70th st., N. Y¥., when he took the 
policy out in 1926. 

George Skouras to be honored 
dinner guest at formal opening 
celebration of the new Forest Hills 
Jewish Center Sept. 17. During the 
construction of the synagogue, 
when residents had no place to 
worship, Skouras 
his Forest Hills theatre. 


Queens County Council nixed re- | 


and Chris- | 


made available | Helburn, 


“constant renaming of sweets | 
confusion for postal) 


created 
authorities.” 

After completing thesping chores 
in Warners’ “Chain Lightning,” 
both Raymond Massey and Richard 
Whorf plan separate trips to, New 
York. Whorf will direct Monte 
Proser’s forthcoming legiter star- 
ring Martha Raye. Massey, accom- 
panied by his wife, will talk legit 
offers for the fall. 

Jack Cohn, Columbia Pictures 
vice-prexy, hosting 125 wounded 
vets at his Katonah (N.Y.) estate 
today (Wed.) in behalf of the 52 
Club which does an all-year round 
job of entertaining hospitalized 
soldiers and sailors. Charles L. 
Casanave has made available a 
print of Harold Lloyd’s ‘Movie 
Crazy” for the occasion. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 

London Films’ “Spring in Park 
Lane” is in its 26th week in Mel- 
bourne for Hoyts. 

! Jack Reid, of the “Oklahoma!” 
|troupe, doing some _ broadcasting 
for Australian Broadcasting Com- 
mission. 

| Here McIntyre, U-I topper here, 
| president of The Pioneers, a local 
setup comprised of showmen who 
began away back. 

Both Greater Union and Hoyts 
are playing the 33-year-old Chap- 
lin opus, “The Floorwalker,” in 
the keys and nabes. 

“Joan of Arc’ (RKO) has been 
given the blessing for local dating 
by the Roman Catholic Church. 
Pic will go over the Hoyts loop. 

Cinesound, under production di- 
rection of Ken G. Hall, making 
additional two-reelers for the U. S. 
television market covering the 
Down Under way of life. 

Greater Union Theatres will re- 
lease Selznick’s “Portrait of 
Jennie” on a deal completed be- 
tween Norman B. Rydge, the GUT 
topper, and Cleave 
SRO. 





—— 


Barcelona 


Legit actor Alejandro Ulloa tour- 
ing Canary Islands with ‘‘Hamlet.”’ 

New legiter by A. Paso, Jr., and 
R. Perello, “Mariquilla la Folk- 
lorica,” bowed at the Barcelona 
theatre. 

Isabel Garces is appearing at the 
Borras theatre in a new comic play 
by Victor Ruiz Iriarte, “Las Mu- 
jures Decentes” (“Decent Women”). 

Maestro Sorozabal presenting 
new operetta at the Calderon thea- 
tre, “‘La isla de las perlas” (“Pearl 

| Island’’). Songs and dialog by 
Gonzalo del Castillo, Marti Alonso 
|and Mendez Herrera. 


Catalina Barcelona has scored a 


big success at the Comedia with | 


the play, “Eugenia, su Alma y su 
Armario” (‘“Eugenie, Her Soul and 
Her Cupboard’), by Luis F. Se- 
villa and L. Tejedor. 

Windsor Palace gave gala pre- 


miere for Spanish film production, | 
“Alhucemas,” depicting historical | 


landing of Spanish Army in Africa. 
Pic, directed by Jose Lopez Rubio, 
stars Julio Pena and Jose Bodalo. 

Mexican pix doing okay here, 
with ‘Los tres Garcia” (“The 
Three Garcias’’), Rodriguez Her- 
manos production, and “Alla en el 
Rancho Grande” (“Out on the Big 
Ranch”) in Technicolor, in new 
version with Jorge Negrete, well 
_ received. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Miriam Howell weekending here. 
Ditto Vern Alves. 


Hunt Bros.’ Circus moving into 


this area and doing well. 

Betty Tyson, niece of Mrs. Perle 
Mesta, playing small parts at Coun- 
try Playhouse. 

Mme. Marie Pons, mother of Lily 
Pons, returning here next week 
from Saratoga. 

Marks Levine, head of National 
Concerts and Artists, bought a 
house at Wilton. 

Car! Ravazza at his Wilton place. 

Grace Filkins going to Thousand 
Islands for the summer. 

John Tyers off to St. Louis to 
join his wife, Helena Bliss, in St. 
Louis Muny Opera season. 

Mary Duggett Benson, one time 
general manager of N. Y. Civic 
tepertory theatre, sailed for 
Europe. 

Fritz and Carlotta (Irwin) Reiner 
going to Switzerland when the 
maestro completes summer dates 


}in this country. 


Christie MacDonald, Theresa 
John C. Wilson, Peggy 
O’Brien, Philip Dunning, Ward 


French, Eva LeGallienne, James 


naming part of 33d Ave., Bayside, | Melton, Paul Kwartin and John 


the John Golden Lane in honor of 
the showman’s approaching 75th 
birthday. It was explained as no 


reflection on the producer but that | 


Fearnley at reopening of Country 
Playhouse (20), with “The Time of 
Your Life,” costarring Eddie Dow]l- 
ing and Meg Mundy. 


Shepherd, | 


London 


Sir Malcolm Sargent to Portugal | 


to conduct series of concerts. 


Billy Caryll, of Caryll and 
Mundy, hospitalized with throm-| 
bosis. 


Tom Arnold’s next ice show at 
the Stoll theatre will be “Ice 
Vogues” opening July 15. 


Next Playhouse offering will be) 


|“This Walking Shadow,” starring 
Freda Jackson, opening June 29. 

Al Daff, Universal foreign sales 
exec in N. Y., here on periodic 
checkup and leaves for Continent 
soon. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner goes into 
the St. James late this month for 
a short season, replacing Terence 
Rattigan’s “Adventure Story.” 

J. B. Priestley has scripted an 


|original for Associated’ British 
skedded for production in early 
i'this Fall under the title ‘Last 
| Holiday.” 

Will Hay, scholastic comedian, 
left over $100,000, bulk going 


to his elder daughter Gladys Hay, 
|featured in “Ignorance Is Bliss 
radio program. 


“The Young and Fair,” all- 
femme American play, replaces 
|“Miss Turner’s Husband” at St. 


| Martin’s June 29. Stars Marie Ney | 


and Jane Baxter. 


Walt Disney arrived last Monday | 


(13) and will see “Treasure Island” 

under way before taking his fam- 
ily to Europe. Phil Gersdorf here 
to do publicity on pic. 

Second of the provincial reper- 
tory companies in the Embassy 
theatre season is Glasgow Citizens 
Theatre presenting an_ hilarious 
adaptation of Moliere’s ‘“L’Ecole 
des Femmes.” 


Chicago 


Palace expecting vaude return | 


Jtily 25. 
Harry Minturn takes over direc- 
tion of Marengo, IIl., strawhatter. 
Chicago theatre angling Danny 
Kaye for two weeks, starting Aug. 
12. 
| Aileen Stanley joined cast of 
i“Inside U. S. A.” as does Herbert 


| Ross. 
Marta Toren in for personals 
with “Illegal Entry” film at the 


Palace. x 

Alan Ladd in for background 
shots of steel mills for ‘Postal In- 
spector.”’ 


Frank Sinatra and James Ed- 
wards, film star, in for Catholic 
Youth benefit. { 

John Ringling North, Ringling | 


Bros., circus, talking to Nat Green, | 
midwest rep, on July showing here. } 


Roy Rogers and wife, Dale 
Evans, huddling with department 
store execs here on merchandise 
tieins. 

Jimmie Fidler in hudding with 
J. Walter Thompson public rela- 


'tions staff on his “National Kids . 


Day” campaign. 


{Art Rush here to discuss rodeo 
plans with Arthur Wirtz, head of 
| Chicago Stadium. 

| 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blud. Montparnasse ) 


John and Robbie Garfield off to Wife, 


Rome. 
Jules Levey and Jacques Grinieff 
back trom Italy. 
Nancy Carroll going home after 
a short stay in Italy. 
The Joe McConvilles gandering 
Paris with the Lacy Kastners. 
George 
| ward arrived together in town. 
| Jean-Paul Sartre and _ Louis 
| Nagel patching up all differences. 
Casey Robinson currently shoot- 
ing racetrack locations for “My Old 
| Man.” 
The 
many 


Spyros Skouras guests at 
parties including 


on both cheeks soon after reaching 
Paris. Boreo had been very sick 
on French Riviera, but now looks 
okay. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 

Director Geza Radvanyi 
from Paris. 

Dorothy and Lillian Gish visiting 
Italy for the summer. 

Eddie Mannix, of 
Rome for a few days. 

Max Mark here 
for the American market. 

Nancy Carroll received an eve 
injury a few days after her arrival 
here. 

Mrs. Ray Lewis, 
Films Distributors in 
in Rome. 

Producer Leonard Sillman, of 
N. Y., left for Paris after vacation 
in Rome. 

Sam 


back 


Metro, in 


of Alliance 
Canada, is 


Waaggener looking up 
films in Italy suitable for the 
Dutch market. 

Leonard Hoffman, writer, 


Gabby Hayes, Roy Rogers and 


the | 
Opera in the George Hirsche’s box. | 
Lou Walters. kissing Emil Boreo | 


, for 


actress-wife, Eloise Hardt, will va- 
cation in Austria. 

Distributor-producer Ilya Lopert 
is here from N. Y. Mrs. Lopert ac- 
companying him. 


relations on the Roberto Rossel- 
‘lini-Ingrid Bergman film. 

John Kitzmiller, Negro actor in 
'Rome, is being sought for a film 
about a GI to be made in Ger- 
many. 

Ilya Lopert in Rome to confer 
with his associates on his forth- 


coming production, ‘Somewhere 
in Italy.” 
Frank Latimore, Broadway ac- 


‘tor, is playing in an Italian film 


being made at Cine-Citta, just out- | 


side Rome. 

Brooks McCormack, American 
tenor now in Italy, was featured at 
a benefit concert in the Italian Em- 
bassy given for the Holy See. 

Writer Hans Habe and his wife, 
Elaine, have taken a villa in Rome. 
Habe at work on a motion picture 
script about present-day Germany. 

Walter Wanger and wife, Joan 
Bennett, at the Hassler hotel mak- 
ing plans to bring their children 
to Rome and stay for several 
months. 


Washington 


By Flornce S. Lowe 
Francis Harmon, MPAA veepee, 
in town past week for a YMCA 
pow-wow. 
National Press Club held special 


screening of UA’s “‘Home of the 
Brave” last night (21). 

Republic’s local topper, Jake 
Flax, holding a series of press 


screenings of “Red Menace.” 


Howard (“Life With Father’’) 
| Lindsay attended Americans for 
| Democratic Action meeting here. 


Helen Hayes here to see daugh- 
ter, Mary MacArthur, score a hit 
in “The Corn Is Green,” at nearby 
Olney theatre. 


Jane Pickens slated to sing a 
George Gershwin memorial pro- 
gram July 27 at National Sym- 


phony’s outdoor Watergate theatre. 

Amusement unit of Allied Jew- 
ish Appeal, under chairmanship 
of exhibitor Sidney Lust, lunching 


Thursday (23) to spark the drive. | 
Universal’s | 


Production unit of 
“Free for All,” in town past week 
with stars Ann Blythe and Robert 
Cummings, and producer Robert 
3uckner, hit the publicity jackpot 
thanks to some hep flackery. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Carl Debberthine, bandleader, 
bedded with pneumonia. 
Eddie (Rochester) Anderson set 
for Carousel week of July 15. 





Billie Burke in town autograph- | 


ing copies of her autobiog, ‘“Feath- 
er On My Nose.” 

Collette Crawford off for Boiling 
Springs, Pa., for ingenue roles 
in Allenbury Playhouse. 
| John Jghns making fourth ap- 
|; pearance of the season at Play- 
house in current ‘Remember Me.” 

Ray Schneider, chief announcer 
at WWSW, and his wife celebrated 
their 10th wedding anni last week. 
| Brian McDonald has brought his 
Patti Phillippi, and new 
daughter home for few weeks dur- 
ing “Ice-Capades” layoff. 
| Bert Pollock, playwright who got 
M.A. degree last week at Tech 
drama school, appointed head of 
dramatics at Berea, Ky., College. 

Pittsburgh Playhouse’s Virginia 


taft and Leland Hay-; Mulhallen resigning to head the 
the Car-, 


costume department at 
negie Tech Drama School, and 
Tom Power, p.a. for the last year, 
has turned in his notice, too. 
Power has taken a job with cen- 


tral publicity bureau of Westing- 


house Co. 





Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 
George Sterney orch back at 
Bronze Room, 
Jeanne Harvey. singer, 
Horace Heidt unit. 
Adeline Niece and Larry Best 


signed 


| bringing ‘em in at the Golden 
Dragon. 

Nancy Nesbitt. “Miss Ohio of 
, 1947,” joined Sammy Watkins’ 
band as vocalist. 

Johnny Vadnal’s local Victor- 
recording polkateers signed by 


viewing films| 


MCA for middlewestern tour. 

About 40 staff members of the 
Play House here forming summer 
repertory company for strawhatter 
at Chautauqua, N. Y. 

Frederic McConnell, Play House 
director, and actress-wife, Harriet 
Brazier, vacationing at 
Lake, New Hampshire. 

Ralph Lewis, comic, and Louise 
Hoff, singer, rushed in by Bor- 


| sellino’s Club as pinch-hitters when 


brother of Irving Hoffman in Rome | 


for a few days. 


Writer Hans Habe and his theatre, 


auto accident forced Victor Borge | 


to cancel date. 
Basil Langton, English actor- 
director of Catholic 


Washington, guest-directing “Joan | by Karl-Heinz Stroux. 
of Arc” for Cain Park’s outdoor 
week of July 5. 





Harold Lewis here to do public | 


Mirror | 


Hollywood 


Ron Alcorn recovering from 
| surgery. 

Henry O’Neills celebrated their 
silver wedding. 

Al Horwitzes celebrated 
20th wedding anni. 

Betty Hutton back to work after 
siege of strep throat. 


their 


nett returned from Europe. 

Eugenie Leontovitch Suing 
Gregory Ratoff for divorce. 

Ted Lewis signed for two days 
at the California State Fair. 

Bernie Milligan out of the hos. 
pital after a siege of pneumonia. 

Al Kingston checked out of the 
Nat Goldstone agency to organize 
his own. 

Masquers tossed a party to cele- 
| brate James Barton’s 55th year in 
show biz. 

Gradwell Sears in town to con- 





fer with Mary Pickford and 
Charles Chaplin 
Rudy Vallee booked for three 


weeks.» at the Mark Hopkins, San 
Francisco, in December. 
| Milton Berle will emcee the see. 
|ond annual ball of the Greater 
| Los Angeles Press Club. 
| Screen Writers Guild members 
pledged 1% of their salaries to the 
Motion Picture Relief Fund. 
| Bob Trent in town to round up 
'talent for his forthcoming Broad- 
way show, “Adam and Eve.” 
| Harry M. Warner will be guest 
'at the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews, June 28. 

J. Farrell Macdonald started his 


45th year in films and his 494th 
role in “Oh, Doctor,’ at 20th-Fox. 
Bette Davis wound up with a 
shiner when a rifle kicked back 
at the “Beyond the Forest” loca- 
tion. 
Hugo Fregonese returned from 


Buenos Aires to dub his Spanish 
picture, “Holly, a Criminal,” in 
English. 

| Cass Daley booked for two 
weeks at the London Palladium, 
starting July 18, followed by a 
tour of the provinces. 

Leo Tover’ pinch-hitting as 
cameraman at 20th-Fox for Joe 
McDonald, recuperating from 
emergency appendectomy. 


| Bucks County, Pa. 
By Sol Jacobson 

Viola Roache checked out to play 
“Night Must Fall’ at Olney, Md. 

Eddie Rich reopening Clinton, 
N. J., Sat. (25) with “Light Up 
Sky.” 
| Moss Hart commuting from 
| Aquetong home to “Miss Liberty” 
rehearsals in Philly. 

Paul Gallico farm in Stockton, 
N. J., sold last week to Mrs. Helen 
Vaughan Henderson. 

Leo Freedmans, Jane _ Broder, 
Louise Beck, Ben Washer, Donald 
' Buka, Gertrude Applebaum in for 
weekend. 

Lee Shubert, Max Gordon, 
Gloria Safir, Kitty Carlisle, Moss 
Hart in to catch preem Mon. (20) 
night of “Pretty Penny.” 

“Merry Widow,” starring Wilbur 
Evans and Susanna Foster, to open 
St. John Terrell’s arena theatre 
‘July 9 in Lambertville, N. J. 

Sara Seeger (Mrs. Ezra Stone) 
back on Newtown farm after leav- 
ing “At War With Army” cast; 
ditto Shirley Booth from ‘“Good- 
bye, My Fancy.” 

Boyd Crawford, Elizabeth Eustis, 
John Marriott in for rehearsals of 
“I'll Take My Stand,” Elihu Winer 
play debuting at New Hope Mon. 
(27). Paul Morrison is staging. 

Theron Bamberger reversing biz 
trend by bettering last year’s take 
with first two bills at Playhouse. 
Kay Francis in “Let Us Be Gay” 
and Sylvia Sidney in “Two Mrs. 
Carrolls.” 

Ted Steele, commuting farmer, 
'to guest star at Street Fair in New 
| Hope June 30-July 4 for benefit of 
| Recreation Center. Paul Whiteman 
sponsoring songwriting contest, 
Harry Haenigsen a “Penny” com- 
petition. 


Germany 


By 8. H. Liebes 

Hungarian author and dramatist 
Bela Balasz signed up with Deta. 

Berlin’s former variety theatre, 
Delphi, will be rebuilt into one of 
the city’s largest film houses. 

International Film Exchange, 
-with homeofftice in Dusseldorf, has 
opened branches in Stockholm and 
/ Bussum, Holland. 

Victor de Kowa has signed for 
| stage appearance in Buenos Aires. 
All his earnings will be turned over 
to a Berlin charity. 

At the recently held Interna- 
tional Ultra-sound Congress in Er- 
‘langen, scientific films produced in 
| Germany were shown to scientists 
(trom 11 countries. 

Heidermarie Hatheyer picked for 
‘leading role in Carl Zuckmayers 


“Barbara Blomberg,” which will be 
University, | staged in Berlin’s Hebbei theatre 


Camera Film Co. has_ started 
(Continued on page 55) 
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Walter Wanger and Joan Ben-. 
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Germany 


i “Ulyssa,” directed by 
shor Meisel. Top roles are taken 
ay Brigitte Horney, Axel von Am- 
pesser and Kurt Meisel. 

The films “Grosse Freiheit No. 
nr starring Hans Albers, and 
“Rembrandt,” starring Ewald Bal- 
er, will be shown during Art 
Week at Edinburgh, Scotland. 

Top German artists who will ap- 
the Salzburg Festival are 


rar al : 

Pi tila Hoerbiger, starring in 
“Jedermann’”’; Kaethe Gold and 
Will Quadflieg in “Clavigo,” and 


we alser in “Iphigenie.”’ 

“oe . Rhine Westhphalian t hea- 
tre owners have decided to stop 
showing of newsreel Welt _in 
Film’ (‘World in Film”) after 
July 1 due to high rental fees and 
complaints from theatregoers 
about the text and quality of the 


new sreel. 
. J 
India 


By N. V. Eswar . 

Cinema actors in South India 
have banded themselves into an 
association. 

Jean Renoir reported to be pro- 
ducing “River” in a Bombay studio 
instead of at Calcutta, as stated 
arlier. 

*a Exhibitors in Madras City 
created stir by refusing to screen 
government - sponsored “approved 
films from June 3 as directed by 
government. 7 

The Pakistan government Is 
preparing a travelog covering the 
northwest frontier, tribal areas 
and Kashmir for exploitation in 
Pakistan and abroad. 

“Johnny. Belinda,” which ran 
well in Calcutta and Bombay, is 
currently playing at the New 
Globe, Madras. Picture is doing 
good business, with stiff opposi- 
tion from Samuel Goldwyn’s 
“Enchantment.” 

General complaint among Eng- 
lish filmgoers is that considerable 
time lag exists between releases 
at Calcutta and Bombay. Quite 
often it happens that a picture is 
released in Bombay, which was 
seen in Calcutta a year before. 


Philadelphia 


By JERRY GAGHAN 

The Glass Door, hitherto a 
cocktail lounge, switches to floor- 
show policy this week. 

The Academy of Music, which | 
had its most profitable season in 
its history, shuttering for summer. 

Alan Gans, KYW announcer, and | 
Patti Beals, cafe pianist, were mar- | 
ried in suburban Milbourne over | 
the weekend. 

Victor Hugo, one-time Paul 
Whiteman trumpeter and maestro 
at the Little Rathskeller for ‘un | 





past 13 years, ended his long run 
there last week (16). 

Willard Alexander, local booker, | 
aided his Class of ’29 (Univ. of 
Penn.) celebrate 20th reunion with | 
a party at the Dizzy Gillespie open- | 
ing, Friday (17) at the Click. 

Cosmopolitan Opera Co., slated 
fo give a Saturday (18) matinee 
performance of “The Merry 
Widow,” and “Carmen” in the 
evening in Harrisburg, Pa., can- 
celled at the last minute. | 





Vienna 


Hermann Roebbeling, 73, former 
general-manager of Burg theatre, 
died. 

Karl Hans Jaray inked for 
Georg Fraser-Franz Massarek film, 
“Court in Mantua.” 

. Raoul Aslan, of Burg theatre, 
inked for Austro-French film pro- 
duction, “Doctor At Crossroad.” 

_ Cleveland,” first March of Time | 
pic here, is being synchronized, 
with Karl Hans Jaray to narrate 
German language version. 

Film committee selected ‘“Mys- 
terious Depths” for Venice Festi- 
val. “Dear Friend” for Locarno 
and “Eroica” for Cannes. 





Minneapolis 
' By Les Rees 
Club Carnival has Ink Spots and 
Son & Sonnie. 


Gracie Barrie at Hotel Radisson 

1 Room. 

Vaude return set for July 28 at 

KO-Orpheum. ‘ 

Northwest Variety club’s annual 

Rolf tournament ‘scheduled for 

Aug. 12. 

ratty Richman plus Laurette & 

CS dog follows Inks Spots into 
lub Carnival, June 23. 
June March, burlesque stripper, 

pane Star with Old Log strawhat- 
€r In season's opener, “Rain.” 

eal erle Potter, former Berger cir- 
it general manager, out of Army 


| Spanish, 











and doing a column for Shopping 
| News. 


Buddy Rogers here in capacity of 
Naval Reserve lieutenant with 
crew of Constitution,’Navy's giant 


flying ship. 


Estate of slate Tom Heggen, co- 
author of stage hit, “Mr. Roberts,” 
valued at more than $20,000, left 
to parents here. 

Lake Minnetonka suburb setting 
up Community theatre for summer. 


Old Log strawhatter has June 
March, burley stripper, in “Rain.” 
Bill Wigginton, one of ace 
WCCO announcers and disk jock- 


eys, quit radio to join father in res- 
taurant business at Montevideo, 


Minn. 

Henry Greene, Jr., and Martin 
Lebedoff appointed by Bennie 
Berger, North Central Allied, 
chairman and co-chairman of ar- 


rangements committee for national 
Allied States convention here Oct. 


24-26. 


Ri >. 
iviera 
By Margaret Gardner 

Jean - Pierre Aumont, 
panied by Maria 
ing at St. Tropez, spending the day 
in Cannes. 

Maurice Chevalier to 
finish his film, “Le Roi.’ Further 
tapings of his “This Is Paris” radio 
program will await his return to 
Cannes 

The Cannes 
had a 
season, 


Palm Beach Casino 
successful first Gala of the 
with entertainment honors 


going to the young American danc- 


ing team, Gloria and Jerry York. 
Other acts included the Ludovic 
Bros. and Suzy Jera. 

French fiilm magazines, “Cine- 
monde” and ‘‘Le Film Francais,” 
gave Jenifer Jones the title 
of “the best foreign actress of the 
year.” Item is in this column be- 
cause at the moment Jennifer and 
David O. Selznick are vacationing 
in San Remo, on the Italian Riviera. 


Dublin 
By Maxwell Sweeney 
Dermot Walsh inked for Malvern 
Festival. 
Ernest Dudley here from Eng- 
land for special airings over Radio 


| Eireann. 


John Mills and playwright wife, 
Mary Hayley Bell, to London after 
weekending here. 

Leslie Williams, Metro flack, in 
from London to 
“Edward My Son.” 

Gerard Healy bowed out of Ra- 
dio Eireann rep co. for script- 
writing chore in London. 

Dan O’Connell readying produc- 
tion of “Much Ado About Nothing” 
for Longford Productions, sole 


Shakespeare piece seen here this) 


year. 





Mexico City 


By Dounglas L. Grahame 
Jorge Negrete ill with grippe. 
Zachary Scott and wife visiting. 
Enrique Cugat’s cocktail lounge, 

Tropicana Cugat, shuttered by a 
fire. 

Dolly Dee, 
clicking in the Waldorf hotel’s Blue 
Room floor show. 

“A Streetcar Named Desire,” in 
completed 50 perform- 
ances at Teatro Iris, a record for 


such entertainment here. 


Nini Marshall, Argentinian co- 
medienne, here to play in a pic 
with Joaquin Pardave, veteran 
comic, and double at the Follies, 
vaude revue house. 


Monte Carlo’s Dice 


———- (Continued from page | oe 




















fret actually worked for 
as a craps croupier. 


The tables to be used at the 
Casino have been manufactured 
by the B. C. Wills & Co., of De- 


troit, owned by Mr. Weinbrenner, 
proprietor of the Sun Valley 
Casino. The dice, also brought 
from America, are of bright colors 
and made of transparent plastic 
material. The points are stamped 
on. so that the surface of the dice 
is perfectly smooth. - , 
Craps will be “classicised at 
Monte Carlo, in that the famous 
and colorful slang expressions of 
American craps throwers will not 
be used The formal announce- 
ments will, however, be preserved 
exactly as spoken in American 
casinos All craps announcements 
are being taught te croupiers in 
both English and French. But to 
begin with, each table will play in 


English, so that Americans this 
summer will be able to hear the 
familiar remarks like “seven the , 





accom- 
Montez, vacation- 


Paris to 


beat drums for 


American dancer, 


a while | 


winner on the line,” “seven the 
| loser,” “easyway,” “the hard way,” 
|ete., even if he won’t hear ‘snake 
eyes” or “little Joe.’”’ Later when 
the game becomes popular with 
French and other visitors, both 
English and French will be used. 
“Faites vos jeux, messieurs,” and 
“rien ne va plus” will then be 
given as well as “coming out” (for 
the first throw), 
and “no more” as in American 
casinos. All the formal phrases 
have been translated into French, 
but the words, “field,” “win,” 
“lose,” “come” and ‘don’t come,” 
as marked on the table, remain in 
English throughout 

The odds to be paid in Monte 
Carlo for craps are the usual ones. 


ranging, according to the bets, 
from even money up to _ four, 
seven, and 15 to one 

The Casino will issue leaflets 
printed in English, French and 
Italian to explain the rules of the 
game for clients, unfamiliar with 
it Also the croupiers will be 


available to supply information to 
plavers on request 

The 12 croupiers, who are now 
working eight hours a day at the 
“Craps School” were selected from 
90 “trente et quarante” and rou- 


lette croupiers who volunteered 
for the new game. They are all 
experienced men, with a fair 
knowledge of English, and are 
young, a necessary requisite be- 
cause of the strain of conducting 


the game standing up. 

This, the first time, that craps 
will be played in any European 
Casino, is creating a great deal of 
interest among the regular clients 
of the Casino, and_ especially 
among the croupiers who will con- 


duct the game. They are con- 
vinced that French and _ Italian 


gamblers will find it as fascinating 
as Americans. 


There will be three croupiers to | 
and | 


each table, the “stick man” 
two men to handle the chips. In 
the future is the possibility of 
adapting the tables to Monte Carlo 
| style so that croupiers and clients 
— play sitting down. 


MARRIAGES 


| Zetta Horst to Blake Sommer, 
May 29, Canton, O. Bride, who is 
women’s director of station WHBC, 
Canton, is known professionally as 





Carol Adams. 
Peggy Knudsen to James C. 
Jordan, Los Angeles, June 15. 


Bride is a film actress: he’s a tele- 
vision director and son of Fibber 
McGee and Molly. 


Jackie Cain to Roy Krall, Chi- | 


cago, June 19. Bride is a singer; 
he’s a bandleader. 


Lorraine Carroll to Clarence J. 


| Kercher, Pittsburgh, June 22. Both! .. 
are in roller-skating act of Spin-| died June 14 at his 


ning Dynawhirls. 


man, Pittsburgh, June 4. He’s 


“all bets down” | 


Hilda Garitano to Eddie Handle- | 


| manager of the Copa nitery there. | 


Dorothy Weiland to William | 
} Saulneir, Conneaut Lake, Pa., 
June 17. Bride’s the daughter of 





A. A. Weiland, Pittsburgh theatre 
owner. 
| Pauline Settle McMartin to 

Richard Ney, San Diego, June 16. 
He’s a film actor, formerly married 
_to Greer Garson. 

Tehkla Kalia-Bey to Val 
Hollywood, June 20. 
| producer. 

Mrs. Ollie R. Grant to Walter A. 


Arms, 
He’s a legit 


Fritschy, Dundee Hills, Mo., June | 
concert | 


13. He’s 
manager. 

Joyce Matthews and Milton 
Berle were rewed in New York, 
June 17. Couple had been di- 
vorced in 1947. Bride is an ac- 
tress; he’s the stage, pix and tele- 
vision comedian. 

Mary Jean Slocum to Richard 
Law Warfield, Noroton, Conn., 
June 16. Bride is a daughter of 
Lorimer (and Mrs.) Slocum, veepee 
of Young & Rubicam advertising 
agency. 

Frances deVillers Brokaw to 
Charles L. Abry, IV, New York, 
June 13. Bride is the daughter of 
Mrs. Henry Jaynes Fonda and step- 
daughter of Henry Fonda, current- 
ly starred in the Broadway pro- 
duction of ‘Mister Roberts.” 

Yvonne Motley to 
McCabe, Jr., New York, June 18. 
Bride is daughter of Parade mag 
publisher Arthur H. Motley; he’s 
son of the Scott Paper Co. prexy 
Thomas Bayard McCabe. 

Joan Hyldoft to Neil Rose, Oak- 
land, Cal., June 19. Bride was 
featured skater in N. Y. Roxy ice 
displays; he’s member of the com- 
edy ice team, Three Rookies. 

Marilyn Paula Greenberg to 
Paul Robeson, Jr., Forest Hills, 
N. Y., June 
Paul Robeson, Negro actor. 


Kansas_ City 


June 18. Bride is a 
former Miami showgirl. 

Beatrice Whitney Straight to 
Peter Cookson, Carson City, Nev., 
June 2. Bride is an actress; he’s 
stage and screen actor. 


Las Vegas, 


| Corp., 
| productions, 


Thomas B. 


19. He's the son of | 


Pepper Donna to Nathan Borin, | 


OBITUARIES 


ALFRED MUNRO 
VIOLA MUNRO 


| 
| 


Alfred Gordon Munro, 73, for- | 


mer legit manager, and his wife, 
ex-actress Viola Gordon Munro, 55, 
' were found shot to death June 20 
in their apartment at Norfolk, 
Conn., near Hartford. The local 
medical examiner said Mrs. Munro 
had shot her husband and then 
killed herself. Lt. Elton Nolan, 
of the Connecticut state police, 
discovered the bodies and a pistol 
nearby 

Munro, at one time Shubert gen- 
eral manager in Boston, 
quently represented the 
Philadelphia. He 
sight about six years ago, and had 
not been heard of since then by 
former associates or by his union, 
the Assn of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers. Mrs. Munro 
was a former monologist. 

A son, Charles, survives. 


subse- 
firm in 
dropped out of 





FREDERICK J. BUTLER 
Frederick Justice Butler, 76, for- 
mer actor and stage designer, died 
at his home in Fairmount, Mo., 
June 13 
Betore going to Kansas City in 


1917, he had been an actor and 
scenic artist with Dubinsky Bros 
at the Tootle Theatre, St. Joe., and 


with the traveling Dubinsky stock 
He was scenic artist at the New- 
man theatre, K. C., when it open- 
ed in 1919, and later with a num- 
ber of other K. C. theatres. He 
was associated with the Loie 
Bridge stock company at the old 
Globe theatre, and later was with 
stock at the Garden theatre. He 
had been with the Folly theatre, 
K. C., from 1941 until he retired 
in 1945. 
Survived by wife, Helen. 
LOUIS KROUSE 

Louis Krouse, retired secretary- 
treasurer of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, died in Philadelphia, June 
|19. He became IATSE’s sec-treas- 
|urer in 1937, holding that post un- 
| til illness forced his retirement in 
1945. 

Krouse was active in theatrical 
labor field since 1909 when he be- 
came the first business agent of 
Philadelphia’s projectionists Local 
307. In 1916, he became president 
of the local, continuing in that post 
until 1937. During the National 
Recovery Administration period in 
the middle 1930's, he served as 
Code Authority for the IATSE as 
well as the burlesque industry 

He is survived by his widow and 
| two sons. 





DAVID HERSH 
David Hersh, 45, film producer, 
Hollywood 
| home after a heart attack. 
Hersh went to Hollywood seven 
years ago and since had been a 
freelance producer. Among pro- 


ductions with which he was iden- | 
| tified are ‘‘Copacabana,” in asso- 


ciation with Sam Coslow; “Walk in 
the Sun” (20th-Fox), ‘Bachelors 
Daughters” and a number of other 
independent productions. 


, 


Prior to his Coast trek, he was 


president of the Ideal Factoring 
financers of independent 
usually via second- 
money deals. 

Survived by wife, son, daughter, 
brother and sister. 


LOUIS KALISKI 

Louis Kaliski, 63, legit company 
manager, was found dead of a bul- 
let wound in the head June 18 in 
his room at the Great Northern 
hotel, N. Y. A pistol was found 
under his body and he had left a 
note to his brother, Joseph Kaliski, 
of the Haddon Hall hotel, Pitts- 
burgh. Police listed the case as an 
apparent suicide. 

Last employed as manager of a 
revival of “Desert Song,” Kaliski 
had previously managed companies 
of “Kiss and Tell” and “State of 
the Union.” Before becoming a 
manager he was treasurer of the 
Fox theatre, Detroit, and the De- 
troit Opera House. 


\ EDGAR D. TURNER 

Edgar D. Turner, Jr., 48, presi- 
dent and general manager of Sher- 
man Clay & Co., died June 17 in 
San Francisco. 


A native of Rio Vista, Cal., 
Turner was a law graduate from 
Univ. of California 1925. He 


ioined the board of directors of 
Sherman Clay & Co. in 1929 and 
became president in 1944. He was 
a leader in many business and 
civie organizations. including the 
National Assn. of Music Merchants. 

Survived by wife and a son. 
mito 

ALEXANDER SCHMIDT 

Alexander Schmidt, 59, former 
violinist with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, died in Jefferson hos- 
pital, Philadelphia, June 18. He 
played with the orchestra from 
, 1998 to 1912. 





He was also concert master of 
the old Victor Talking Machine Co. 
Orchestra. He helped organize 
the Arcadia orchestra and also 
played with the La Scala Opera 
Co. orch. 

Survived by wife, two daughters, 
and a son. 

ROBERT KELLY 

Robert Kelly, 74, legit actor, 
died in Lewiston, Me., June 19. 
He played opposite Jeanne Eagles 


in the original production § of 
“Rain.” 

Kelly also appeared in several 
other Broadway hits, including 
“Street Scene.” In recent years, 
he coached local groups near his 
residence in Wayne, Me., where 
he had been living since 1931 le 


was a member of The Lambs in 
New York 

Survived by wife. 

WILLIAM C. ELLIOTT 

William C. Elliott, former presi- 
dent of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employes and 
Moving Picture Machine Operators, 
died after a heart attack June 15 
at his home in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Until his death, Elliott was busi- 
ness agent of [ATSE Local No. 5, 
Cincinnati. He was an International 
vice-president for a number of 
vears and served as president from 
1931 to 1934. 


BEN BELLCLAIR 

Benjamin Klein, 63, who for 
many years was on the vaudeville 
stage as Ben Bellclair, of the Bell- 
clair Bros. aerobatie act, died at 
his home in Long Beach, L. 
June 18. Since 1935 he had been 
a member of the staff of the In- 
dustrial Council of the Cloak, Suit 
and Shirt Manufacturers, Inc. 

Surviving are his wife, a daugh- 
ter, three brothers, and two sisters, 


BILLY WELLS 
Billy Wells, 49, vaude performer, 
died in Chicago, June 20. He was 
stricken on the stage of the Chi- 


cago theatre several months ago 
and had been ill since. He’s not 


to be confused with Billy K. Wells, 
the scripter. 

He was the organizer of Billy 
Wells and Four Fays, comic tum- 
bling act, and started in the busi- 
ness when six years old 

Survived by four sisters. 

MAY HUGHES 
Hughes, 82, retired 
died aboard her 

San Francisco Bay, 


LIANA 
Liana May 
vaude singer, 
houseboat in 
June 14. 
During her vaude career, billed 
as “The California Nightingale,” 
she had toured the top circuits and 
after retirement some years ago, 
made her home in Frisco. 


WILLIAM F. ERICHS 

William F. Erichs, 79, father of 
Harold Erichs, business manager of 
Variety, died June 17 at his Mer- 
rick, L. IL, nome. Funeral services 
were June 19. 

He is survived by his widow and 
another son, William, besides 
Harold. 


ANNA C. RICKETSON 
Anna C. Ricketson, 78, former 
drama and music critic of the New 


| Bedford (Mass.) Mercury and The 


| Standard-Times, died in East Fair 


Haven, Mass., June 16. 


Father, 71, of John Doerr, film 


booker for Alliance, died in 
Ottawa, Iil., June 13. Survived 


by wife, daughter, and two other 
sons. 


Mother, 57, of Martha Rountree, 
producer of ‘‘Meet the Press” and 
“Leave It to the Girls.” radio and 
tele shows, died in Washington, 
D. C., June 19. 


Father, 70, of May Johnson, tal- 
ent agent, died June 16 in Water- 
bury, Conn. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Jordan, 
son, Hollywood, June 15. Father 
is Bobby Jordan, formerly of ‘“‘The 
Dead End Kids” screen team. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Flynn. daugh- 
ter, Lawrence, Mass., May 28. 
Mother’s former Helen Southern 
of Southern Sisters dance team. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Collier. son, 


Kansas City, May 29. Father is 
manager of the Tower theatre 
there. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Peck, son, 
Los Angeles, June 17. Father is a 
screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Randolph 
Hearst, Jr.. son. Washington, D. C. 
Father is publisher of the N. Y. 
Journal-American. 

Mr. and Mrs. Manny Dreisiger, 
daughter, New York, June 19. 
Father is a member of Eagle 
Lion’s homeoffice legal staf£ 
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THE DIVINE SARAH 
THE GEM OF COLUMBIA 
RECORDS 


Don't Go to Sleep Tonight Until You've 
Heard Sarah's Latest Smash 


“TONIGHT | SHALL SLEEP” 


Public Relations: 
HALL, WEBER and O'ROURKE 
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By Earl Wilson 








CURRENTLY 


BOP CITY 


NEW YORK 








Personal Management: 


GEORGE TREADWELL 
Dir.: GALE AGENCY, INC. 


Record Exploitation: 
JIM McCARTHY 


The Midnight Earl .. . 


STAR OF 
Vaughan at Bop City. 






THE WEEK: Sarah 





Just Concluded a Sensational Per- 
sonal Appearance Tour of the Na- 


tion’s Leading Theatres, Hotels and 


Night Clubs. 


Hollywood Publicity: 
JO and JULIE BROOKS 
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